
12. It Can’t Be Carried Alone  
“There is one body, one spirit, and you were all called into one and the same 
hope . . .   And each one of us has been given his own share of grace, as Christ 
allotted it.”  Ephesians 4:4, 7 

 Politics: vacuous, delusional, empty – and thus vain – a foundation on 
which it’s impossible to build a civilization. 

o 82% of white Evangelicals and 52% of white Catholics seem to 
think that blatant racism and a pattern of universal mean 
spiritedness are somehow like the Jesus they love so much. 

o Another set of statistics published during the week of July 15, 
2019 about political attitudes by religious/ethnic groupings. 

The U.S. does or does not have a responsibility to 
accept refugees . . . from the Pew Research Center: 

Denomination Does 
not 

Does 

White Evangelicals 68% 25% 
White Mainline 
Protestants 

50% 43% 

Catholics 45% 50% 
Religiously 
Unaffiliated 

31% 65% 

Black Protestants 28% 63% 
 All sadness, whether cosmic, human or canine is one 

and the same.  When you put it all together we get 
“THE GREAT SADNESS OF GOD. 

“It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now 
and in my own body to do what I can to make up all that still 
has to be undergone by Christ.” Colossians 1:24 

 The only way out of deep sadness is to go with 
it and through it. . . . Through him, with him and 
in him. 

o Almost all people are carrying a great and secret hurt, even 
when they don’t know it. 

 When we can make the shift to realize this, it softens 
the space around our overly defended hearts 

 It makes it hard to be cruel to anyone.  It somehow 
makes us one – in a way that easy comfort and 
entertainment never can. 



o Some mystics even go so far as to say that individual suffering 
doesn’t exist at all – and that there is only one suffering, it is all 
the same, and it is all the suffering of God. 

 A crucified God is the dramatic symbol of the one 
suffering that God fully enters into with us – much more 
that just for us, as we are mostly trained to think. 

 If suffering is a part of one Great suffering, why not 
willingly carry my share? 

One Lump 
o God in Christ dealt with sin, death, forgiveness, salvation “all in 

one lump.” (The Cloud of Unknowing) 
o While Jesus by himself looks like an individual, the Universal 

Christ is a compelling image of a “one lump” view of reality. 
 The fourteenth century author saw a non-dualistic 

world (this was before   the Enlightenment and the 
Reformation periods) 

 His understanding of the resurrect was more in line with 
the Eastern view, (as a universal experience rather than 
an individual experience) 

 “Jesus is said to have led us through the pattern of sin 
and death so we can take our place in the pattern of 
resurrection”  (Philippians 3:9-12) 

 Until we start reading the Jesus story through the 
collective notion that the Christ offers us -- missing 
much of the core message, reading it all in terms of 
individual salvation, and individual reward and 
punishment --society will remain untouched. (Pg 163) 

o “I believe in the communion of Saints.” (a line added to the 
Apostles Creed) 

 The dead are one with the living. 
 The whole thing is one, just a different stage, all of it 

loved corporately by God. 
 By this worldview we are not by being privately perfect 

by being “part of the body.” 
 This view echoes the biblical concept of a cove3nant 

love that was granted to Israel as a while, and never just 
one individual like Abraham, Noah, or David. 

 This addition to the creed was made in the 1500s. 
 But in the prevailing worldview of today the concern is 

more with individual salvation; everybody is trying to 
save themselves – often at the expense of the whole. 



 Western individualism anesthetizes, and even 
euthanizes the power of the Gospel. 

o So caring for nature  and the 
preservation of all is dead in “civilized 
society” 

o Thus the reason Christianity found itself 
incapable of critiquing social 
calamitous, I. e. Nazism, slavery and 
western consumerism. 

o Salvation has been redefined into 
individualistic terms, while well 
disguised social evils – greed, pride, 
ambition, deceit, and gluttony moved 
to the highest levels of power and 
influence, even in churches. 

o This individualistic form of salvation creates well-disguised 
religious egos-centricity, because we are forced to take our 
single and isolated selves far too seriously – both out 
wonderfulness and our terribleness – which are both their own 
kinds of ego trips. 

 Clergy control over behavior trumps love, communion 
or solidarity with God or others. 

 Much vertical accountability; very little lateral 
accountability 

 Obedience and loyalty is premium to the church 

“Unless we find the communal meaning and significance of the 
suffering of all life and ecosystems on our planet, we will continue 
to retreat into our individual small worlds in our quest for personal 
safety and sanity.  Privatized salvation never accumulated into 
corporate change because it attracts and legitimates individualists 
to begin with.” 

ON LIFE, ONE DEATH, ONE SUFFERING 
 There is only one life, on death, and one suffering on this earth.  We are 

all invited to ride the one wave, which is the only wave there is.  Call it 
Reality, if you wish. 

o We are all saved in spite of our mistakes and in spite of 
ourselves. 

o We are all caught up in the cosmic sweep of divine grace and 
mercy. 



OUR FULL “CHRIST OPTION” 
Is indeed a free choice to jump onboard. 

The option offers us so much that are both good and new – a God who is in total 
solidarity with all of us at every stage of the journey, and who will get us all to 
our destination together in love. It is no longer about being correct.  It is about 
being connected.  Being in right relationship is much, much better than just 
trying to be “right.” 

 


