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 FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH            
246 South Main Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 

724-834-1457 
 

Office hours:  Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

                             

    office@felchurch.org 

 
 

 

Chris Combs                                  Pastor 

Marvin J. Huls                                   Director of Music 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH!   
 
We gather here every Sunday to experience the life changing and 

life-giving grace of God.  In this place we discover the truth of 

which the Bible speaks, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

We are thankful for your presence among us, thankful to God for 

His abiding presence that goes with you this week, and hopeful 

that you will be among us when we gather again. 
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

April 24, 2022  

8:15 AM & 10:45 AM 

       

THE WORSHIP SERVICE 
          
 The beginning of the organ prelude is a call to silent, personal 

preparation for the worship of God. 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude       Variations on  

"I Know that My Redeemer Lives"   

(arr. Hal Hopson) 

 
 

          

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of 

preparation. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 

Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 

grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

 The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness. 
  

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 

to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
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Hymn         “That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright” #384                              
 

That Easter day with joy was bright; the sun shone out with fairer 

light 

When to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen 

Lord! 

 

O Jesus, king of gentleness, with constant love our hearts possess; 

To you our lips will ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise. 

 

O Christ, you are the Lord of all in this our Easter festival, 

For you will be our strength and shield from ev'ry weapon death 

can wield. 

 

All praise, O risen Lord, we give to you, once dead, but now alive! 

To God the Father equal praise, and God the Spirit, now we raise! 

 
  

 

 

Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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This Is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
 

Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded 

hands of your risen Son.  By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in 

your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son,  Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen 

The assembly is seated. 

 

                                WORD  

 

First Reading    Acts 5:27-32     

27When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. 

The high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders 

not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your 

teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But 

Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any 

human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom 

you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right 

hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 

the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.    R/Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 118:14-29                
 

14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

 and has become | my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the 

righteous: 

 "The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD | is exalted! 

 The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!" 
17I shall not | die, but live, 

 and declare the works | of the LORD. 
18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

 but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

 I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20"This is the gate | of the LORD; 

 here the righ- | teous may enter." 
21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

 and you have become | my salvation. 
22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

 has become the chief | cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has | this been done; 

 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
25Hosanna! | O LORD, save us! 

 We pray to you, LORD, pros- | per our days! 
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the LORD; 

 we bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
27The LORD is God and has giv- | en us light. 

 Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar. 
28You are my God, and | I will thank you; 

 you are my God, and I | will exalt you. 
29Give thanks to the LORD, | for the LORD is good; 

 God's mercy en- | dures forever. 
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Second Reading        Revelation 1:4-8  

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace 

from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 

spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and 

made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with 

the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on 

his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8“I 

am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

The Word of the Lord.    R/Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia. Blessed are those who | have not seen 

 and yet have come | to believe. Alleluia.                                        
 
 

Gospel         John 20:19-31  

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John. 

R/ Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
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“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 

in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.” 

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 

have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 

to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so 

that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

P/The Gospel of the Lord. R/ Praise to you, O Christ.    

 

Youth Sermon (10:45 service) 

 

Sermon  
  

Hymn        “Tis Day of Resurrection Joy!”     

(Text:  Carolyn Gillette Tune:  #695) 
 

This day of resurrection joy reminds us what is true; 

That Christ is raised, and Christ is Lord, and we have work to do. 

Christ's reign has surely come to earth and caught us by surprise. 

And we who know that wondrous truth are called to live new lives. 
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One day when the disciples met, afraid, behind locked doors, 

The Lord appeared and offered them a peace that still endures. 

"Just as the Father sent me forth, now I am sending you." 

He said, "Receive the Spirit's power,” and gave them work to do. 
 

So filled with resurrection joy, we make Christ's presence known. 

For Christ goes with us to each place, and we are not alone. 

We share our faith and serve the poor; we love, forgive and pray. 

We trust the risen Lord to be close by us every day. 
 

Nicene Creed: With the whole church we confess our faith. 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of the Church    
 To stay current with our many continuing prayer needs, we will   

 refresh our prayer list at the beginning of each new month by 

 starting with a clean slate.  We understand that many people will 

 continue to need prayer beyond the length of one month.  If you 

 wish to continue to have someone listed in the bulletin for public 

 prayer, please call the office by the last Wednesday of the month. 

 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
 

At each petition, 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers with these words. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 

life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace     
 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace 

of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and 

may say Peace be with you or similar words. 

The assembly is seated.      
            

     THE MEAL 

 

Choir Anthem   Consider the Lilies (Natalie Sleeth) 

             Michelle Boulet, flute   
Offering  

   

Offertory Response: 
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Offertory Prayer      (in unison) 

Let us pray.  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond 

to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God,  

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;  

who in dying has destroyed death,  

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection,  

with earth and sea and all their creatures,   

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

The presiding minister continues, using one of the following. 
 

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring 

light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We worship 

you for our lives and for the world you give us. We thank you for the 

new world to come and for the love that will rule all in all. We praise 

you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people of your 

promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the 

memory of the fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets' 

words that will not be in vain. In all this we bless you for your only-

begotten Son, who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the 

incarnation of your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made 

with us. We remember the sacrifice of his life: his eating with outcasts 

and sinners, and his acceptance of death. But chiefly  we remember his 

rising from the tomb, his ascension to the seat of power, and his 

sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. We cry out for the 

resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again in beauty and 

power to share with us the great and promised feast.  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this 

bread and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may 

enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may receive our 

inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 

place,  and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 

priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  

Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  
 

    Amen. 
 

 

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Taste and see that the Lord is 

good. 

 

 

COMMUNION 
  

For those receiving the sacrament please note the following: 

We are returning to communion at the rail for those who desire.   

• We encourage everyone to continue using hand sanitizer before 

coming forward for communion 

• As you approach the chancel, take a plastic cup from the tray. 

• The communion rail will fill from both sides of the congregation.   

• We encourage everyone to leave added space at the rail, primarily 

between family units. 
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• Cups can be placed in the receptacles near each side aisle as you 

return to your pew. 

• For those who would like to receive communion, but are not 

comfortable coming to the rail, please let an Usher know so that 

the Pastor and Assisting Minister can bring communion to you. 

 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond Amen. 

  
After all have received, 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep                     

you in his grace. Amen.  
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light 

to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to 

nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 

resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

 SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.    Amen. 
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Hymn   “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen” #548            
 

Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, from this meal of love and grace; 

May we through such love envision whose we are, and whose, our 

praise. 

Alleluia, alleluia; God, the wonder of our days. 
 

Rise, transformed, and choose to follow after Christ, though 

wounded, whole; 

Broken, shared, our lives are hallowed to release and to console. 

Alleluia, alleluia; Christ, our present, past, and goal. 
 

Rise, remember well the future God has called us to receive; 

Present by God's loving nurture, spirited then let us live. 

Alleluia, alleluia; Spirit, grace by whom we live. 
 

Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath; 

Mercy be our destination from this day and unto death. 

Alleluia, alleluia.  Rise, O church, a living faith. 
 

                              

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license #SB144012. 

First 2 readings and the Gospel Reading:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

The prayers of intercession (printed in each Sunday/festival section) may be reproduced for onetime, non-sale 

use, provided copies are for local use only and the following copyright notice appears: From Sundays and 

Seasons, copyright @2021 Augsburg Fortress. 
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SERVING TODAY: 
 

ACOLTYES are Molly Boggs and Corrina Vuick. 
 

LECTORS are Mark Barnhart and Bob Errett. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT is David von Schlichten. 

 

SERVING IN APRIL: 
 

ALTAR GUILD for April includes Roberta Laciak – coordinator, and 

Sherry Menz. 

 

USHERS for April include at 8:15 Kip Boggs, Sue Boggs, and Noah 

Boggs; at 10:45 Al Danilko, Merle Baker, Terry Keffer, and Dan Lucas. 

 

SERVING IN MAY: 

 
ALTAR GUILD for May includes Kim Woodley – coordinator, and 

Ann Copper. 

 

USHERS for May include at 8:15 Dwight Miller; at 10:45 Barry 

Attenberger, Bev Attenberger, and Al Danilko. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BLESSED TO BLESS 

 

  

"The Lord will watch your going out and your 
coming in, from this time forth for evermore"      

      Psalm 121:8  
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PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER this week Brandie, Suzy, Lois, 

Carol, Terry, Joyce, Cullen, Doug, Gavin, Judy, Christopher, Rick, 

Darlene, Dale, Rich, Felicia, Cindy, Mary, Philip, Kacie, Joan, Al, Pat, 

Mike, Jim, Phil, Karen, Casey, Katie, Alla and her family, Pam, Chris, 

Teresa, Sandy, Vivian, Brenda, Rose, Mickey, Phil, Bill, Casey, Jim and 

the family of Judy Zello. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in memory of Maurice C. and June 

E. Barnhart by their family. 

PRAYER REQUESTS for First’s Prayer Chain may be made at any 

time by calling the church office or by writing the request on the prayer 

cards in the pew racks and placing it in the offering plate.  If for 

whatever reason you do not want your name listed but would like 

to be on the prayer list, just let us know when you make your 

request. 

 

EXCELA HEALTH has changed their policy and will no longer notify 

the church of admissions.  Please notify the pastor or call the church 

office if you or your loved one is hospitalized. 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 
“As Servants of Jesus Christ, we strive to impact our 

families, neighbors and the world by sharing our faith,  

empowered by God’s Grace” 

 
Developed by Church Council 

October 2016 

 



 

21 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST is available today and each  Sunday,   

9 - 10:30 AM in the fellowship hall. 

NEWSLETTER FOLDING Tuesday, 10:30 AM. 

EXECUTIVE Tuesday, 6:30 PM. 

PROPERTY Wednesday, 6:30 PM. 

 

FOOD FROM THE HEART Wednesday lunch has resumed as a 

BROWN BAG lunch provided from 12 to 12:45 PM.  Lunches will be 

available for pick up by people walking at the gate to the park and to those 

driving at the basement door on Bononi Way (alley behind the church).  

A NURSERY is available for children to use on the second floor of the 

Education Building, down the hall from the Library. 

PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION:  Pastor Chris Combs may 

be reached either by calling the church office at 724-834-1457, by email 

at PastorChris@felchurch.org or by calling or texting his cell phone at 

412-973-4179. If the concern is of an urgent nature, please call his cell 

phone. 

ALTAR FLOWERS are needed for June 12, July 10, and August 21. 

Contact the church office if you would like to provide altar flowers for 

any of these dates.  Cost is $40.00. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Would your family be interested in having the Nursery open  

and staffed during the 10:45 AM service Sunday mornings?  

Please call the office if you would use this service. 
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THE ANNUAL WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

CONVENTION will be held on May 20-21, 2022.  This 

year's theme is "Women Spreading the Word". The location is 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 501 Fairfield Drive, 

Greensburg.  All information and registration forms are in the church 

office.  If you are interested in being a delegate, the deadline for 

registration is May 1st.   
 

The 2022 Designated Outreach of the SWPA Women of the ELCA 

is New Start Furniture Ministry, a ministry of Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church, Glenshaw, PA.  New Start Furniture Ministry provides 

household furnishings to people in need trying to get a new start.  Most 

of the people helped are women and children.  They provide everything 

to fill an empty apartment.  Please help with this ministry by donating 

any of the following items which you may take to SWPA Women of the 

ELCA Synodical Convention May 20 at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church. 

Donate New or Gently Used Items:  bedding (twin, full, queen), coffee 

maker, cooking utensils, electric can opener, electric hand mixer, 

microwave, pots & pans, silverware, skillets, small flat screen TV, TV 

antennas, toaster, vacuum cleaner, zippered mattress cover (twin, full, 

queen), gift cards to Target or Walmart. 

Please make monetary donations by check payable to SWPA Women of 

the ELCA and designate to “New Start”.  Mail checks to Donna Petrell; 

110 Bashford Drive; Moon Twp., PA  15108. 
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ABOUT TODAY'S HYMNS..... 

 

THAT EASTER DAY is stanzas 9, 11, 12, and 13 from a thirteen-

stanza Latin hymn, sometimes ascribed to Ambrose.  John Mason 

Neale translated it in the HYMNAL NOTED (1851).  Additional 

modifications were made through the years.  As with Ambrose 

generally, whether he wrote this hymn or not, morning prayer and 

Easter morning with the brightness of the sun stand behind it and 

lead through Jesus' gentle protection to trinitarian doxology. 

 

THIS DAY OF RESURRECTION was written by Carolyn Winfrey 

Gillette, a church musician and ordained Presbyterian pastor.   She 

has written over 400 hymn texts setting them to familiar hymn tunes. 

 

RISE, O CHURCH, LIKE CHRIST ARISEN was written by Susan 

Palo Cherwien as a commission from the Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection in Roseville, Minnesota for its fiftieth anniversary in 

1997.  In her writing, she was influenced by a lecture of Michael 

Joncas in which he said, "God invited us here to the eucharistic 

meal; who are we, not to become merciful?" The result was this 

sending hymn about the church rising to take up its role in the world 

in this (and every) generation, remembering the future God gives us 

to receive. 
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companion churches in 

Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical 

partners as the Lutheran World Federation and Church World Service, in 

their humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners provide refugees 

with immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and 

hygiene kits. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has joined other religious 

leaders from Europe and around the globe in issuing an interfaith call for  

peace in the region. 

 

If you would like to help, here’s what you can do:  

➢ Write out a check payable to First Lutheran Church (or you can give cash).  

➢ Place it in an envelope and write Ukraine on the outside of the envelope.  

➢ Put the envelope in the offering basket or bring it to the church office.  

Your donation will be forwarded to the ELCA’s disaster relief office, and 

100% of your gift will be used to assist those affected by the crisis in Ukraine 

and neighboring countries.  

 

 


