
  
   

 
 

  

Although we think of the area along the Mississippi riverfront as the oldest part of contiguous Rock Island, 
there are buildings in South Rock Island Township that are older than most.  The most obvious is the Little 
Stone House at Saukie Golf Course, which was built in 1845 for the Carr family and is now owned by the 
city. 
 

But there’s another house, hidden in plain sight, which was built soon thereafter – as early as 1850.  It’s an 
attractive brick house at 3500 9th Street.   It was built as the home of bachelor John Gallagher (1813-1898), 
his sister Martha (1817-1901), and her husband, Thomas Dougherty (sometimes spelled Daugherty or even 
Doherty) (1812-1887), and the Dougherty children.  The extended family originated in Letterkenny, County 
Donegal, Ireland.  John came to the US in 1845 and settled in Rock Island in 1847.  According to her 

obituary, Martha came here in 1849.  We couldn’t find 
records for her husband.   
 
 

Gallagher was the first to begin buying land in 1849.  One 
of these early parcels was near downtown.  Between 1852 
and 1857, Gallagher and Dougherty were buying several 
parcels of land, at least one identified as “lower addition, 
Rock Island,” which probably refers to south Rock Island.  
Gallagher sold some of his purchases – larger ones, 
reflecting acreage - to his brother-in-law, Dougherty. 
              

Interestingly, in 1856, Gallagher bought an island in the 
Rock River for $7.61 from the sheriff, probably a 
foreclosure for unpaid taxes.  Their farm was adjacent to 
Turkey Island, although that island appears to be too large 
for such a low-cost purchase.  Both Gallagher and 
Dougherty usually identified themselves as farmers in 
directories and census record.  In the 1860 census,  

(Article continues on next page) 
East side of Gallagher- Dougherty house at 3500 9th Street 
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In the past decade these terms and many more have been given new 
meanings and interpretations when we talk about our built environ-
ment.  What does it all mean to our citizens and how can we encour-
age the greening of our communities? 
 

Learn more as you enjoy a good movie on Tuesday, November 15, 
beginning at 7 pm at the Establishment Theatre (former Capri Thea-
tre), 220 19th Street in Rock Island.  The Rock Island Preservation 
Society invites everyone to a free showing of the hour-long PBS 
documentary The Greenest Building.  Produced by Jane Turville, it 
premiered last January in Portland, Oregon and has won several 
awards. 
 

With examples of green buildings for all uses - and how they were 
made green and what makes them green - the hour-long movie of-
fers strategies for those who would lead greener lives.   There are 
short interviews with architects, developers, bankers, preservation-
ists, environmentalists and others.  Narrator David Ogden Stiers pulls 
it all together by underscoring the important role of buildings in cre-
ating sustainable communities. 
  

Don't miss this one-time-only showing of The Greenest Building and stay 
for a group discussion of sustainable building initiatives in the Quad Cities.  
Refreshments will be available, too, and there is plenty of free parking 
nearby in downtown Rock Island.   
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Hauberg Civic Center, 1300 24th Street, Rock Island 
Room to be announced, by email 

It was nice to see so many of you at our July meeting, but unfortunately a disclaimer should 
be added to our meeting schedule: masks, refreshments, and other Covid related restrictions 
and requirements, as well as potentially reverting back to virtual meetings, will be 
announced based on existing recommendations at the time of the meeting. 

Remember to keep the third Tuesday of each month marked on your calendar  
for monthly RIPS meetings and activities 

 

October 19, 2021  
Tuesday    7:00 PM 

 

Gallagher – Dougherty House 



(Continued from Front Page) Dougherty said he was a stone mason, which suggests that 
he probably built their brick home. 
 

An 1868 map (detail, left) shows the 
site with the home on the southern 
part of the parcel that begins on 9th 
Street (or Milan Road as it was known) 
and extends all the way to the Rock 
River.   It is identified as “Gallager 
Dougerty” (sic). As far as records 
indicate, the three adults shared the 
home.  Because it was a rural area, 
information is difficult to find and 
confirm. 
 

What do we know about the 
Dougherty-Gallagher family home?  

Photos show it was clearly built over several stages, perhaps encompassing a few 
decades. Since this home has a basement, it can be speculated that the first 
dwelling was simply that basement, perhaps for a winter.  In contrast, the Little 
Stone House does NOT have a basement.  In the 1850s, such a primitive dwelling 
was not uncommon.    
 

The first visible part of the house was one room, although the seam which joined 
it to later additions is apparent.  The second story above that room was likely 
constructed at the same time.  All is solid red brick – now painted - with thick 
walls.  (Yes, there were brickyards in RI by 1850 and even before that, bricks 
were brought here by riverboat.)  There may have been a fireplace at the north 
end of that first room, but the wall is now covered, so it cannot be seen. A 
staircase, less steep than the basement stairway beneath it, leads to the second 
floor.  It may have replaced a steeper staircase more similar to the one in the Little 
Stone House.  The balustrade is likely a later version of the original.  Originally 
there was an outside entrance to the basement, which has now been filled with 
concrete blocks.  
 

Sometime after the initial construction, the home was extended with a large two 
story addition to the south.   Later, another addition added today’s kitchen area 
and upper bedrooms.   Thick interior walls at doorways verify that some walls 
were originally exterior.   The additions are also confirmed by the windows. The 
original house had flat topped window openings, while the later additions show 
a brick arch.  The wide front porch was probably added around the time of the 
large south extension.  Evidence of these additions is clear upstairs, where a 
glimpse into the attic shows shingled roofs that have been included in the rear 
addition.     

The Doughertys had four children, born 1849, 1850, 1852 and 1854.  Sadly, 
two died in the summer of 1854, leaving only a son, Thomas Jr., and the 
youngest daughter, Mary.  Mary died in 1931, the last family member to live 

here.  After the mid 1930s, various families 
called it home, some for many years. 
 

Only one other building from the Dougherty 
years remains on the site: a concrete block 
garage/barn, with the incised date 1911 above 
a second story window.  
 

Picture Details, Right from Top:  
Additions to the original home, southwest  

side of home. 
Thick interior walls were originally exterior walls. 

Current stairway with probable later balustrade. 
Window differences mark the original  

structure from additions.  
Picture, Left: 
1911 Concrete block garage/barn 

 

Gallagher – Dougherty House 
 

Rock Island Preservation Society             P.O. Box 3261              Rock Island, Illinois 61204-3261                www.RockIslandPreservation.org 



The term Modern Architecture came into being at a time when hand-labored craftsmanship was being 
replaced with machine-made industrialization. Modern architects worked to reinvent ways of building 
homes that focused on how people lived rather than ornamentation. The architecture was not sentimental.  
Instead, it was innovative, experimental, and minimal.  

 

There is little agreement on exactly what styles should be called 
Modern.  Some experts include Prairie and Craftsman.  For our 
purposes here, the focus will be on Mid-Century Modern styles: 
Minimal Traditional, Ranch, Split Level and Contemporary as defined 
by Virginia & Lee McAlister in A Field Guide to American Houses.   
There was little domestic building between 1941 and 1945 as the 
world prepared for and fought World War II.  When building resumed, 
a design known as Minimal Traditional was popular with its dominant 
front gable and massive chimney, but little additional decorative 
detailing.  The exterior of the house could be finished in wood, brick, 
stone or a combination of these materials. (Minimal Traditional example on left) 
 
 

By the early 1950’s the rambling Ranch stye was popular.  
Housing was moving away from the core of the city onto 
larger suburban lots.  Houses were wide with attached 
garages making them even wider.  Features included a 
low-pitched and wide overhanging roofline, large picture 
windows in the living room and brick cladding on front 
façade. Often an enclosed courtyard or patio area at the 
rear of the house replaced the large front and side porches 
of earlier homes. (Ranch example on right) 

The Split-level became popular as a multi-level modification of the 
ranch.  It retained the horizontal lines and low-pitched roof but 
combined a two-story unit to the one story giving the home three floors 
of interior space. (Split Level example on left)    
                                                    
The Contemporary style was the favorite for architect-designed homes 
built during this period.  The style has two distinctive subtypes based on 
roof shapes: flat or gabled.  The flat-roofed type is almost devoid of 
decorative detailing.  Wall surfaces are combinations of wood, brick, 
and/or stone.  The 
gabled subtype 
features dramatic 
overhanging eaves 
with exposed roof 
beams.   Wood, 
brick, and stone are 
again used on the 

exterior with little added decoration. 
(Contemporary example on right) 

 
 
Here in Rock Island, we have a unique neighborhood 
called Oak Hills that is home to very special Modern 
homes, many of which were designed by Donald L. 
Scholz.  In 1946, he founded Scholz Homes in Toledo, 
Ohio with a plan to provide housing for returning GIs.  
He was not formally trained as an architect, but he did 
have engineering skills and was inspired by homes he 
saw in California while on a nationwide trip to see for 
himself the new trends in architecture.  Although his 
company built many styles, his California Contemporary 
ranch homes, as he called them, are our focus here.  
 

 
(Article continues on back page) 

THE MANY STYLES OF MODERN ARCHITECTURE 
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Detail from Scholz Homes advertisement  



(Article continued from previous page) The Scholz homes, many featuring 
strong horizontal lines, were offered in several facade styles to 
appeal to a broad array of tastes.   The interiors were spacious 
and open, with cathedral ceilings and lots of windows.  Each 
home had plans for one or more outside terraces sheltered by an 
overhanging roof to encourage indoor outdoor living.  Kitchens 
were sleek and modern for the era, and Scholz offered high-end 
appliances and finishing from select manufacturers as standard 
features.  Exterior walls were sheathed in a specific board siding 
which along with interiors was intended to be painted in vibrant 
primary colors.  Often front doors were painted red, said to 
signify good fortune in Asian 
cultures. 
 

As his business grew, Scholz applied his engineering skills to pre-cut 
materials and fabricate certain parts in his factory to reduce cost and 
maintain consistency.  Before long, his styles and processes caught the eye 
of other builders and Scholz put together a system of distributors across 
the nation who would purchase his designs and the needed pre-cut lumber 
and wall panels from one of his seven factories around the country.   
 

Scholz sold over 50,000 California contemporaries.  In 2000, Scholz was 
named one of the 20th century's most influential figures in the residential 
building industry by Builder magazine. His company was sold but 
continues to design (but not build) homes under the name Scholz Design. 
 

Watch for information about an upcoming walking tour of the 
Oak Hills neighborhood planned for this fall as conditions allow 
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               Scholz design at 2908 32nd St. Ct.  

Oak Hills 
Neighborhood 

Oak Hills 
Neighborhood 
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