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F rom the first look, it is an unassuming brick building in 
the heart of revitalized downtown Kingsport, TN. But, 
upon closer inspection, the newly painted mural on the 

side of the building hints at the deeper purpose. Its vibrant pinks, 
blues, and yellows foreshadow the hopeful and joyful changes that 
this simple building and the sweet chocolate treats created inside 
bring to women and children locally and around the world.

Bellafina Chocolates is a seven-year-old non-profit that started 
in the basement of its founder, Brenda Barnicki’s home. Brenda, 
a former Fortune 500 executive, felt a greater calling on her life 
to help others and founded Bellafina Chocolates as an answer 
to that calling. From those early days in the basement, Bellafina 
Chocolates has become a proprietor of fine chocolates, produced 
and sold from that unassuming building on Cherokee Street in 
downtown Kingsport, TN.

As the beautiful mural painted on the outside of the build-
ing suggests, the real beauty is that all of the net profits of the 
fine chocolates made by dedicated volunteers and a handful of 
employees, benefit children’s charities and women’s programs 
locally and around the world. That handful of employees was 
given a “leg up” or “second chance” from difficult circumstances 
like abuse, addiction, or even incarceration.

That beautiful mural is being painted by Myra Phipps, 
a survivor of domestic abuse who lost the use of her right 
hand to the violence. Along with the mural on the outside 

of the building, she has 
also designed and created 
several of the artistic ren-
derings that grace the 
boxes of the chocolatier. 
Many of the designs on 
the boxes have also been 
created by some very artis-
tic children.

Bellafina’s fine choc-
olates are sold daily from 
10 am–2 pm in their gift 
shop located at 123 Cherokee Street, Kingsport, TN. They offer a 
variety of truffles that utilize local products, like their dark choc-
olate moonshine in a mason jar, which features whiskey brewed 
right down the street at Hook & Ladder in downtown Kingsport, 
TN. The gift shop also features a variety of handmade products, 
like scarves, bracelets, jewelry, games, men’s gifts, etc. often made 
and benefited by those in difficult circumstances around the 
world.

You can support this wonderful non-profit also by ordering 
online at www.bellafinachocolates.com or by ordering your cor-
porate and holiday gifts through the company. Make a great state-
ment by having your company’s logo printed on the box or right 
on the chocolates themselves. What a great gift, knowing that 
you support Bellafina Chocolates, who has answered a calling to 
make a difference in the lives of others…one sweet treat at a time.
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Top Photo: Two of the artists, Ellen Elmes and Myra Phipps, 
adding the first details to the mural. 
Photo Above: Dene (volunteer mentor) and Faith (first employee).


