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From Chemical Engineer and Fortune 500 Vice President to Founder 
of Bellafina Chocolates, Brenda Barnicki’s career has been anything 

but ordinary.

“People often ask me how I went from running businesses for a major 
chemical company to starting up an all-volunteer, all-profits-to-charity 
chocolate company,” said Brenda Barnicki. For me, it is summed up in 
my guiding verse:

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
[2 Corinthians 9:8]

Brenda has been abundantly blessed with a wonderful childhood, a 
supportive family, and a great education [Brenda holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in Chemical Engineering, a Master’s degree in Business, and a certificate 
from the Harvard Business School Advanced Management Program]. 

In 2010, she combined her passions for leading businesses, making 
decadent chocolates, and advocating for children. The result was 
Bellafina Chocolates, a gourmet chocolate company whose purpose is 
to raise money and awareness to help children suffering from disease, 

poverty, abuse, or neglect. Brenda volunteers her time as does most 
of her staff, and 100% of Bellafina Chocolates net proceeds benefit 
children’s charities. 

In 2012, Bellafina Chocolates was a Kingsport Office of Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship (KOSBE) Award winner. Bellafina carries a full 
line of truffles, chocolate bars, and other divine creations for retail 
sale, corporate gifts, and special events. The icing on the Bellafina 
Chocolates cake is the fact that every purchase includes a contribution 
to children’s charities, and some of these contributions fund a “once in 
a lifetime” trip to Disney World for families of desperately ill children, 
or basic needs like a pediatric stroller not covered by insurance. It is the 
plight of this families and children in need that inspired Brenda to use 
Bellafina Chocolates to help ease their burdens just a bit. 

As Brenda says, “When one is truly and richly blessed, it seems doubly 
important to reflect on these blessings, and to consider how we can 
use these blessings to help those around us.  Even a simple gesture 
like providing Thanksgiving dinner to a poor family or buying a winter 
coat for a homeless child can make a huge difference in that person’s 
life.  And just imagine if each of us did the little things that we could 
to help others.  What a difference our combined efforts would make!”

CHOCOLATIER AND SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR

1. Bellafina Chocolate’s truffles coming 
off the production line.

2. Brenda opens the Bellafina 
Chocolates gift shop weekdays 
10am-2pm at 123 Cherokee Street 
in downtown Kingsport.

3. Brenda looks for creative ways 
to publicize her company.  Here, 
she’s participating in a social media 
campaign for Harvard Business School 
program graduates who make a 
difference in the world.

4.  Brenda studied advanced chocolate 
techniques at the Culinary Institute of 
America in California before deciding  
to dedicate herself full-time to growing 
Bellafina Chocolates.

5. During her leisure time, Brenda
can most often be found hiking 
with her family in our region’s 
gorgeous mountains. Gregory bald is 
one of her favorites.

2012 KOSBE AWARD WIN!  (COURTESY DALTON LANE)
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