
PhxMQG Lotto Block for May 2021 
 Raw Edge Fusible Appliqué 

    Finished: 8 inches 

 
Here’s a chance to use nature to create 
your original templates! Using a paper-
backed fusible web, you will trace the 
outline of a leaf you picked from nature– 
from your yard, along your daily walk or 
from a park. Please pick a relatively flat leaf 
that is no larger than 7 inches. Don’t forget 
your house plants. I even used a silk plant 
leaf that I removed temporarily. (See the 
fuchsia colored leaf on right) 
 
 
 

For our lotto block:  
 

 9” x 9” black square, solid or tone-on-tone fabric 
There can be some shrinking during the process of making the block, so start with the 9” 
background square and let the winner can square up the blocks to her/his preferred size.  

 Bright colored fabric for your leaf that is larger than your leaf. You can use a solid or a print. 
Note: if you want to use a small leaf and it looks lost on the background, make 2 or more 

appliqués from the same or from different fabrics. See the kaffir lime leaves block) 
 Paper backed fusible web—large enough to cover your leaf or leaves (Wonder Under, Heat and 

 Bond, or Steam-a-Seam 2, etc.) 
 Threads 
 Pencil (or other writing instrument) 
 Scissors—paper  (optional) and fabric 
 Iron and pressing surface 
 OPTIONAL- Parchment paper, baking paper or Teflon sheet (to protect the iron and pressing 

 surface) 
 OPTIONAL- Well-used dryer sheets—to remove fusible web from your iron  

You can crumple the sheet and rub your hot iron over it to get the web off) 
 OPTIONAL- Piece of copy or paper-piecing paper or tearaway stabilizer  

 
Procedure: 
 
1. Place your fusible web over your leaf with the paper side up. 
2. Use your pencil to trace the edges of your leaf and possibly 

the stem 
 You can use tape and a window or lightbox if needed to 
 see the leaf through the paper-backed fusible web  
3. Rough cut around the outside of your tracing using paper or 

fabric scissors. Leave 1/4” - 3/8” margin beyond the pencil 
line. 

4. Fuse to the wrong side of the leaf fabric following the 
manufacturer’s directions 

5. Cut the fabric with web carefully on the line using your fabric 
scissors 

6. Remove the paper backing from your leaf. Roll or score the 
paper backing with a pin to get started. 

Kaffir lime  leaves 

Real and silk leaves 



7. Center your leaf, fabric side up (web side down), on the right side of your black square.  
8. Fuse the leaf to the background following the manufacturer’s directions  
9. Edge stitch the leaf to the background using one of following stitches: 

a. Straight stitch 
b. Blanket (buttonhole) stitch 
c. Narrow zigzag stitch 
d. Satin stitch (a narrow zigzag with a very short stitch length)  
e. Decorative stitch of your choice 
 

Note: If you have trouble getting a nice edge stitch, use some paper or a tearaway stabilizer 
underneath and then remove the paper or stabilizer. A little can be left within the stitching if 
you can’t get it out without distorting your stitches. Always hold your stitches as you tear. 

 

Helpful Videos:  
Control + click on the blue title link to start the video on your device 

 

How to do Fusible Applique or Raw Edge Applique Tutorial - YouTube  
 

Easy Peasy Raw Edge Applique Tutorial - YouTube  
 

Learn raw edge applique in 5 easy steps - YouTube  
 
 

Helpful Websites:  
Control + click on the blue title link to bring up the website on your device 

 

Raw-Edge Fusible Applique (anniescatalog.com)  
 

Raw Edge Appliqué | How-To | Rachel Rossi  
 

 

Rebellious Ideas: 
 
1. Cut your leaf from a orphan block or pieced fabric 
2. Used a pieced background made of different black fabrics 
3. Use a bright colored fabric for background and black fabric for the leaf 
4. Change the size of your block—but keep it a multiple of 4” for the finished block (for example  2”, 

4”, 12” or 16” finished block) 
5. Add some embroidery by machine or hand within the leaf such as the veins or shading 
6. Use a compound leaf like walnut, kidneywood, palo verde, mesquite, etc. (Glutton for 

punishment?) 
7. Make your leaf three-dimensional 
8. Your own ideas? 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k1OahzmtM50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QosmqitTW6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBXb_NcU5ag
https://www.anniescatalog.com/crochet/content.html?content_id=799&type_id=S&scat_id=618
https://www.rachelrossi.design/how-to-sew-raw-edge-applique/

