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This study will examine the word “perseverance.” If you spend any time reading the Bible,
you will find story after story that shows remarkable people living a life of perseverance.
Your story can be a story of perseverance as well! We will explore John chapter 20 together
and watch the act of perseverance change Mary’s story. At the end of it all, you will
discover your story—a story that finds itself full of perseverance because of Jesus. This is
your story.

1. Gene openly shared about his struggles as a child and how those struggles affected his mother. Let’s
jump right into it. What is something that your child struggles with that affects you?

2. Gene’s mom constantly had to visit the school because of his actions. These little moments kept proving
to Gene that his mother would not give up on him no matter how she might have felt at the moment.
How do you feel when your child acts out?

3. The word “perseverance” is defined as persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in
achieving success.

Where in your life do you currently see perseverance?
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When you look back at your story, where has God given you the energy to persevere?

How has that perseverance affected the way you parent your child/children?

4. Who in your life has shown you what perseverance looks like?

Take a moment to contact that person and thank them for the role they’ve played in your story.

5. We see perseverance throughout Gene’s story. He ended by thanking his mom for teaching him the true
value of perseverance.

What do you think your story is teaching your child/children?

6. What word would you pick to describe your story?

7. As a single mom, what’s one thing you can do to teach your children that they can persevere?

Gene’s story is a powerful picture of perseverance. Every step of the way he was learning this valuable
lesson through his mom and through his own actions. Perseverance is a quality that will help you
throughout your life but it can also strengthen your relationship with Jesus.

Let’s look at John 20. Mary Magdalene used perseverance to find Jesus!

As you read this story pay attention to each character in the story.
Take note of the different ways people are responding to obstacles.
Notice moments of perseverance, or lack thereof.
Underline or highlight words that stand out to you in the story.

This story begins after Jesus was murdered on the cross and then put in a tomb. His tomb was a cave,
which was closed with a large stone. Mary went to visit the tomb early in the morning. When she arrived,
she found the large stone had been moved. Jesus was missing! In a panic, Mary rushed away to find
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Peter and John. The two disciples and Mary ran back to find an empty tomb. Confused and in disbelief
the two disciples went home.

John 20:8-10 ESV
8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed;
9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the
disciples went back to their homes.

8. In this story, Mary found an empty tomb. Jesus was missing! Have you ever felt like Jesus was missing?

How did you respond to this situation?

9. Once the two disciples find the empty tomb, they exit the story. It seems as though they gave up. They
lacked perseverance in finding Jesus. Have you ever felt like giving up on Jesus?

Mary persevered. Scripture tells us that Mary stayed and cried at the entrance of the tomb.
Perseverance isn’t always beautiful and easy. Sometimes it looks like a weeping Mary next to an empty
tomb.

John 20:11-13 ESV
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the
tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at
the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”

10. If you were Mary in the story, how would you be feeling at this moment?

11. What in your life could represent an empty tomb?

12. Have you ever experienced a Mary moment? A moment where you desperately longed for Jesus?
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Mary’s perseverance paid off. Her weeping was interrupted by two angels and then Jesus himself. Mary
was the first person to see Jesus after he rose from the dead. It was Mary who kept coming to the
tomb—the last place she had seen Jesus. It was Mary who stayed. It was Mary who persevered, and it
was Mary who found Jesus.

John 20:11-14 ESV
14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned
and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).

13. Have you ever had a moment when your perseverance paid off and you came face to face with Jesus?

Gene’s mom gave him the gift of perseverance. If your children do not know about this moment in your
life, how could you go about sharing it with them?

14. What does it look like for you to persevere in your faith today?

15. In the end, Mary was with Jesus again. Jesus then urged her to go and tell the disciples about what had
happened. Remember John 20 and keep practicing perseverance. And don’t forget to tell about Jesus
along the way! How can you encourage others to not give up, not go home, to persevere?

Read John 20 with your children and ask them these three questions:
● What did you learn about people in this story?
● Who do you relate to most in this story?
● What did you learn about Jesus in this story?

To share your thoughts regarding this study, contact us at info@ariseministries.net.

This resource is made available by Arise Ministries. No part of this study may be copied, sold, or distributed in conjunction

with any other work or compilation. It may not be posted on any other website. Links to this document should be made

directly to www.ariseministries.net/bible-study. All scripture references are from the ESV translation.
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