
 

 

 

  

        Braddock Street United Methodist Church  
  braddockstreetumc.org - info@braddockstreetumc.org - 540.667.3366 

            The Compass  
            June 2022 

North Castle is hidden in a frozen land. The King’s   

valiant knights are on a quest in search of the 

King’s Armor.  

Cokesbury VBS, Knights of North Castle: Quest for 

the King’s Armor, invites children to be strong in 

the Lord and in strength of God’s power by          

exploring how we put on the armor of God. Kids will 

take on the role of brave Knights and begin their 

quest each session by opening the King’s book. 

They’ll explore Old and New Testament stories and 

discover different pieces of  Protective Armor - the 

Belt of Truth, the Breast Plate of Justice, the Shoes 

of Peace, the Shield of Faith and the Helmet of        

Salvation—at work in the lives of familiar Bible        

characters, and explore how that armor works in 

their own lives as they follow and serve God. Armor 

UP and be strong by remaining with God and     

sharing God’s love in a world 

that needs it more than ever.  

BE strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  

Ephesians 6:10 
 

VBS June 27-30  

Monday – Thursday, 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
   

                                 

                                           More details on Page 2 

             June Sermons 

June 5 

New Church: Lessons from the 

Book of Acts: 

The Power is from God 

Acts 2:1-20 

June 12 

New Church: Lessons from the 

Book of Acts: 

A Radically Different  

Community 

Acts 2:37-47 

 

June 19 

New Church: Lessons from the 

Book of Acts:  Committed 

Acts 7:54-60 

June 26 

New Church: Lessons from the 

Book of Acts:   

The Church Serves 

Acts 6:1-7 
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             Staff Directory 
 

Ministers 

The BSUMC Congregation 

 

Lead Pastor 

Rev. Kirk Nave 

kirk@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Ahnna Lise Stevens-Jennings 

ahnnalise@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Visitation Pastor 

Rev. Frank Sherman 

frank@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Minister of Music 

George Amos 

george@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Organist 

Bill Baber 

bill@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Director of Children’s Ministries 

Patty Singhass 

patty@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Budget & Finance Administrator  

Rachel BeDell 

rachel@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Worship Video Arts 

David Titus 

david@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Building Superintendent 

Randy Willems 

randy@braddockstreetumc.org 

 

Secretary 

Deya Hamilton 

deya@braddockstreetumc.org 
 

Custodian 

Doug Clowser 

Small  

Groups 

Serving 

Worship 

Growth 

Vacation Bible School 

June 27—30, Monday—Thursday, 9 AM—12:30 PM 

Join us for Knights of the North Castle 

Ages 4—Rising 6th Grade 

 

Please see the sign-up sheet on the table in the greeting space or 

you may go online. 

 

Volunteers: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C094AADA62DABF85-knights 

 

Sign up for children: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSf6SMgnnRha7GGdaYRSczgZVZEgNKg_UeS_IPwCszzES

1YBdw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

Registration deadline Sunday, June 12, 2022 

Contact patty@braddockstreetumc.org to sign-up to volunteer. 

mailto:adam@braddockstreetumc.org
mailto:judy@braddockstreetumc.org
mailto:patty@braddockstreetumc.org
mailto:patty@braddockstreetumc.org
mailto:bsumc1@comcast.net
mailto:brandon@flamestrike.com
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Sunday Mornings   

All of June - Kids Church - Lessons from Encanto – For we are God’s masterpiece!  

 

 

 

 

 

June 5 - June 26 - Kids Church will study a series from  

the movie Encanto.  Kids will learn:  We are God’s      

masterpiece! God made each one of us unique.  

God gives each of us special gifts and talents. We are all 

created by God. Each of us is precious to Him.   We all are 

God’s masterpiece.  

 

Theme verse:   

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us         
anew in Christ Jesus so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago.  Ephesians 2:10   
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  MONDAY NIGHT COMMUNTY DINNER IS BACK!! 

After more than two years of delivering meals throughout 

the Winchester area, Monday Night Community Dinner   

began serving meals in the Fellowship Hall on May 2, 2022. 

A huge thank you to all who were involved in the planning to 

resume in-person dining as soon as it was safe to do so. 

Also a BIG thank you to the congregation for your           

commitment to keep this ministry going when COVID 

brought many other activities/events to a  standstill, and   

to the delivery drivers who showed up  every Monday from 

March 2020 to May 2022 to serve those who needed our 

help the most. 

It has been so good to have amazing volunteers back, ready and excited to serve our neighbors who walk through 

the doors. Our MND guests are grateful to again be able to share “the good food, community and comradery that 

we missed” according to a very excited regular MND participant.   

The Monday Night Dinner is a meal for the COMMUNITY… including the church community. Come join us on     

Monday Night to see first-hand the impact this incredible ministry has for our neighbors in need. 

Sandi Webster—Kitchen Manager 

Family Promise is a comprehensive program that empowers homeless families and 
offers them the shelter and support they need. Their program includes Prevention, 
Shelter, Stabilization and Housing. Think of a program like WATTS, but for families 
and happening 365 days of the year! 

You are invited and encouraged to invite others to an informational meeting about 
Family Promise coming to the Winchester area. Market Street UMC is looking to 

partner with this organization to help our homeless families find affordable shelter.  

If you are interested in knowing more about this program and have a heart for this ministry, please join us on 
June 21 at 7 PM.  The meeting will take place in the Fellowship Hall of Market Street UMC - the entrance will 
be on Cork St. 

If you want to learn more before our meeting, just click on the link: https://familypromise.org/who-we-are/. 

PLEASE RSVP by June 20 to hernandez429@comcast.net.  

Mission Chair 

   Jill Barker 

Backpack Ministry  

We made our last weekend food delivery for this school year, on 

June 1 to 95 children at Redbud Run Elementary School. This is 

the highest number we have ever had. We are so blessed to have 

the support of our congregation to help  provide food to these 

children. Thank you to everyone who helped to keep our shelves 

stocked.  

https://familypromise.org/who-we-are/
mailto:hernandez429@comcast.net


 

 

 

Hello Friends, 

I write this letter to you with great joy and appreciation. What a wonderful      

opportunity we had to connect to our community at our 535 CLUB. It began 

with a large crowd one evening filled with enthusiastic volunteers and families 

back in October of 2021. I was nervous as to how it would all work out and how 

we would be received in our community. As the weeks progressed, our numbers began to dwindle, and the 

volunteers began to question the fruitfulness of their endeavors. We were blessed with 6 families that     

consistently attended the program, but as time went on, we ended with 3 families. The volunteers also 

changed with time, but our core group of servants were ever present and gave me encouragement and     

always shared their love.  

Today, I am with a grateful heart because of the relationships witnessed. From the servants that kept our 

mission closet stocked and organized, to the dedicated English teachers, the high school tutors, and of 

course our kitchen crew. What a blessing! 

There are times in ministry we see the fire of the Holy Spirit at work, and we are in awe of the beauty. I am 

thankful that I witnessed it during our time together at 535.  I want to THANK YOU for your prayers, your 

time, your talents, your financial support, and your witness.  

Lastly, I want to share that on our last evening of this school year there was no better testament to the value 

this brought to our sisters and brothers than to be told by the participants that waiting until the fall to meet 

again was too long. I have had several people reach out to me and ask what can we do during the summer? 

WOW! There is no better gift than to touch the lives of others. 

Thank you all for supporting us. Please keep this outreach in your prayers as we consider how we can serve 

during the summer months and what the fall will bring. 

It takes a village….      Gracias, Margie Hernandez 
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Care Team News—Also known as Nurture, this group works to help meet the needs of our congregation.  

 Some of our work includes a card ministry, grief team, new member welcome, take-them-a-meal, and help 

with rides to church.  The team also includes our Parish Nurses, the Prayer Chain, Funeral Reception          

Coordinator, Visitation Pastor and Associate Pastor. 

Our summer project is to help update the church directory.  We will have cameras ready in July on Sunday 

mornings to snap portraits of families and individuals, as 

well as update contact information. 

Want to get involved?  We would love to meet you!  Our        

enthusiastic team meets monthly during the day, but you 

do not need to attend to be a part of our ministry.  Contact 

Beth Eisenhauer @ bethann89msn.com to learn more 

about how you can help!  

 

BSUMC Care Team: (L to R), Anne Brewster, Nina Frederick,             

Bob Brock, Ellen Cavanaugh, Ahnna Lise Stevens-Jennings,          

Beth Eisenhauer 

 



 

 

UWF President 

Megan Pugh 
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BLASTing Into Summer 2022! 

A hearty congratulations to our confirmands! We are so proud of each of you for taking part in the confirmation     

process this year and making the decision to become official members of our church. We look forward to seeing you 

grow in your faith journey! 

In May, we made and decorated stepping stones to brighten up the church 

grounds. We also celebrated the end of the school year with our annual visit to 

the Ratliefs for a potluck dinner and some       

awesome fellowship. 

May wrapped up with graduate Sunday. We are 

very grateful for each of our seniors – we are 

thankful for your commitment to your studies and 

to our youth group in the midst of a pandemic, 

and we are excited to see what 

the future has in store for you! 

 

(Confirmands: Audrey DeArment, Katie Barker, Tommy Miles, Reese Linton) 

For those participating in Winchester Mission or the Niagara Falls mission 

trip this summer, please remember to attend the Mission meeting on 

Sunday 6/5 at 11 AM in the senior high classroom. Also, come out to  

celebrate Tammy’s service to BLAST over 10+ years on 6/5 at 6 PM in 

the Fellowship Hall! 

United Women in Faith (UWF) News for the SUMMER 

 

UWF Circles will be informally meeting during the summer months before starting back up in the fall.          

Ladies, please join in wherever: 

 

~Susanna Circle – contact Susan Creasy @ 540-556-4193 – will be meeting for lunch at West Oaks Market on       

Thursday, June 9 at 11:30 AM 

~Mary-Martha Circle – contact Sue Boltz @ 540-868-8049 – will be meeting for lunch at Region’s 117 Restaurant on 

June 9 at 11:30 AM 

~Esther Circle – contact Nancy Walsh @ 540-662-5055 – will be meeting over ZOOM 

~Elizabeth Circle – contact Donna Gutierrez @ 540-533-7028 – will be meeting Sunday, June 12th at 6:00 PM in the 

Koinonia Class Room in Braddock Street’s Education Building  

~Deborah-Ruth Circle – contact Susan Chesley @ 563-271-7915 - will be meeting in June (date TBD) in the Gardens at 

the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley off Amherst Street 

 

This FALL we will be: 

  -hosting the CHURCHWIDE PICNIC at Jim Barnett Park’s Rotary Shelter on Sunday, AUGUST 14, with        

Braddock Street’s Care Team.  More details to be shared in July. 

  -taking orders for South Georgia Pecans and Divine Chocolate Bars for delivery before 

Thanksgiving. 

  -in the Pulpit for United Women in Faith Sunday at Braddock Street, October 2, which is 

also World Communion, and, holding a Soup & Bake Sale on Sunday, October 9, in the 

Narthex. 



 

 

 

            Associate Pastor 

Ahnna Lise Stevens-Jennings 

In Memory of Jean Pine 

A significant contribution has been made to our church’s operating budget in memory of 

Emily Jean Ward Pine. Jean volunteered with Blue Ridge Hospice, the American Cancer 

Society, and the American Heart Association. She was a member of our Mary Martha’s    

Circle, our Administrative Board, and chaired our Altar Committee. She passed away on 

April 20, 2010. 

Jean Pine was the beloved wife of Chuck Pine, the mother of Kim Burke, and grandmother 

of Brittany and Taryn. The contribution has been made to support the ongoing ministries of 

our church by her family and is greatly appreciated. 
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The article below was first published for Build Faith by Ahnna Lise Stevens-Jennings.  

Braddock Street will begin a D&D small group, if you are interested, you can contact Ahnna 

Lise or Jason Lewis.   

               Dungeons & Dragons & Why You Should Play It in Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) is a tabletop role playing game. Think of it like cooperative storytelling that 

has been systematized into a gaming format. You create a character; giving them a backstory, skills,  

abilities, quirks and flaws. Then that character, and the ones created by your fellow players (3-6 players 

usually) are dropped into a world led and crafted by your Dungeon Master (DM). The DM guides the story 

and gives the  players things and people to interact with. You might solve puzzles, fight monsters, engage 

in political intrigue, travel the world on an epic quest to create the world’s best cheese sandwich, or  

whatever your imaginations can create. This game was created in the mid 1970’s by Gary Gygax and 

Dave Arneson. Most games are played in sessions that range from 1-4 hours at a time. A game may take 

one session to complete, these are called one-shots, or they might take months or even years to finish.                         

 So, why in the world should I play this in church, you may be asking. Well dear reader, allow me to       

answer your hypothetical question in the form of a story, specifically the story of Rodzal the Unsightly. 

Rodzal was created by a high school student that I will call Baxter.  Baxter had just come through brain 

surgery that required him to have half his head shaved and left him with a large scar.                                                                                                                                                              



 

 

Think about walking into high school like that. You can imagine that he might have 

been feeling a bit self-conscious. When Baxter introduced Rodzal to our D&D group, 

the other players immediately understood the subtext of giving your character the su-

perlative “The Unsightly.” Without missing a beat one of the other players turned to 

him and said, “this is like a Twilight Zone situation. Rodzal thinks that he’s not  attrac-

tive because he’s an Orc. Orcs have different beauty standards than most other fanta-

sy races, so Rodzal might be an unsightly Orc, but he’s really handsome to everyone 

else.” From then on, every time the party met a new non-player character (those are 

the ones the DM is controlling that everyone else gets to interact with) it was an opportunity for the players to hype up 

Rodzal, and by extension in real life, Baxter. They had a way that didn’t feel forced or awkward to remind Baxter that he 

was loved and worthy of love, scars and all.  

Ok, so it might help people talk about difficult things, but isn’t this stuff like evil or satanic or something? Another good 

question dear reader! Short answer, no. Long answer, NOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!  

Sorry, this is a question that I get asked a lot and I get a little touchy about it. A better answer would be that the satanic 

panic of the 1980’s gave this game a bad name. Yes, there is magic involved. And, yes, there are even sometimes        

demons. But this is a game. It is fantasy. No one playing the game believes this to be real. Now, if you are of the opinion 

that anything in the fantasy genre or that involves magic is evil, then I can’t help you. You’re not going to like this game. 

But if that isn’t your predisposition, and someone from that camp has poisoned you against the game, then let me be the 

one to tell you that we only sacrifice goats on occasion. Even then those goats must have done something awful,           

otherwise we would have just invited them to make a character and join the game. 

Lastly, what other benefits does this have for my church? Well first of all, dear reader, you are great at asking questions. 

Second, there are many other benefits including, but not limited to; being cool and getting into what all the young people 

are doing, attracting unchurched or de-churched people who happen to be nerds (or creative types, or theatre types, or 

people who just like games), and building relationships by creating a space where people can both play and create       

together, as well as doing so in a format that is perfect for getting to know someone.  

This game can be as serious or as silly as you want it to be. It is a game that has multiple versions, and the model has 

been recreated many times. Don’t like traditional high fantasy? Play in a Sci-fi/Space setting! Think Space is boring? Go 

with a gritty realistic Mad Max style post-apocalypse. Like the beach? Play a Pirate adventure! Want to enjoy the Cthulhu 

Mythos without the racism? There are a ton of Lovecraftian settings. The limit is your imagination. There is a version of the 

game called Pathfinder, made by the company Paizo, that is completely free to use and all the basic assets that you’d 

need to get started are available online. This game can be played over the internet using things like Zoom, Discord, or 

Roll20, or you can play in person. You can go crazy and build elaborate miniature sets for your players to use, or you can 

play it with just paper, pens and some polyhedral dice.  

This thing is versatile, and great for basically all ages. If you can read and do basic math, then you can play this game. 

D&D is a social and creative outlet that allows people to get to know each other and to build deep and lasting                

relationships. So, yeah, you should play it in church. I’ll gladly teach you how.   

      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bio - Rev. Ahnna Lise Stevens-Jennings (she/her) is a United Methodist Pastor currently serving in Winchester, VA. She 

loves D&D, board games, cosplay, going to comic con, and making stained glass. She also has a passion for doing justice 

and Kingdom building work. Feel free to contact her via email at ahnnalise@braddockstreetumc.org for any faith, church, 

social justice, or D&D related questions.  

 

If you would like to learn more about Build Faith here's the Link: https://buildfaith.org/dungeons-dragons-why-you-should-

play-it-in-church/. 


