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Message from the President

What will be your takeaway from COVID-19? Many of
us are learning to live in a confined space with our
own families. Recent grads and soon to be grads are
returning home, unable to enjoy Senior Week
activities, attend Spring Break, or spend that final
semester abroad. 
 
During this state of close contact, I’ve had the
opportunity to learn more about my own family.
Who knew that my recently retired husband enjoys
animated online discussions with citizens in our
town? That my son, an Urban Farmer, has an
interest in bonsai and native terrarium design. 
 
Many of us are learning to use new technology and
practices to stay in touch and informed. For
workers, this learning is under the pains of
improving workplace productivity. For students, this
learning is in addition to the subject matter they
must master for their education or training. Like
other students affected by the pandemic, our Bridge
students are taking on this challenge.
 
We all have an opportunity to learn more about
ourselves and each other. One valuable lesson for us
all is not to lose our humanity in the face of
uncertainty or fear.
 
The Friends of the Community Learning Center
wishes you all good health.
 
                                                      Karen Dawson
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Benefit for Bridge (B4B) 2020

At-Home with Bridge to College

Like many other students affected by COVID-19, our Bridge students are continuing their
education from the safety of their homes. Despite these challenges, the transition to
online learning has been smooth. Our resident English and math teachers are providing
instruction, assigning homework, and offering individual tutoring for our 11 Bridge
students as needed. The Bridge to College teachers and staff are adapting their
curriculum, advising, and giving support to keep our students engaged and on track to
graduate in June.

For the safety of the Friends community, the Board is
considering an alternative to our 13th Annual Benefit for
Bridge originally scheduled for June 11, 2020. We ask that
you stay committed to our programs and check the
friendsofclc.org website for updates.
 

 
 
Mina’s involvement with the Community Learning
Center (CLC) began in 1976. She started as a part-
time GED teacher, then became a full-time
ABE/GED/ESOL teacher and advisor.
 
Over the years, Mina has taught all levels of ESOL
and ABE. Other career opportunities included
work at Roxbury Community College and World
Education. Mina eventually returned to the Center
where she worked as the CLC Director until
retiring in 2016.
 
Mina was among the original founders of the
Friends nonprofit. In 1992, The Friends of the
Community Learning Center became a 501(c)(3)
corporation--a move that provided access to
private funds (from foundations and individuals)
necessary to increase programming flexibility and
reach beyond government funding. At the time of
its incorporation, the Friends Board consisted of
volunteer tutors at the CLC. Today, the Friends
remains an all-volunteer Board with strong ties to
the CLC.
 
During Mina’s tenure as CLC Director, the Bridge
to College program also was started to prepare
the GED graduates to transition to college. Since
1998, the Bridge program has evolved with ever-
greater collaboration with Bunker Hill Community
College (BHCC). In fact, the Bridge English class is
now a credit-granting class at BHCC.
 
As a teacher, Mina is very familiar with the
challenges facing the Bridge program’s adult
learners. Bridge students are making a huge
commitment to their education. They attend
classes up to three times a week, while holding
full-time jobs and supporting households.
Recognizing this, Bridge teachers are sensitive to
these pressures while maintaining the high
standards that make Bridge to College rigorous
but flexible. Further stresses for students include
employment insecurity, stagnant wages, and
irregular work schedules. 
 

Finding Opportunities in
Adversity



Friends Board News

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R

CALL TO ACTION!
Continue to support the Bridge to College program during
this critical time. If you believe that educated citizens
make strong, healthy communities and local economies,
please Donate at

Charlie grew up in Portsmouth, RI. He received his
B.A. in English Literature from Santa Clara
University and M.Ed. in Secondary Education from
Providence College. Charlie has experience in
classroom teaching, 21st century skills coaching,
and college admissions advising. Before working at
Wentworth Institute of Technology as a Co-ops and
Careers Advisor, Charlie spent three years as a
Senior Account Manager of the Corporate Work
Study Program at Cristo Rey Boston High School, and
one year as an Enrollment Director at CollegeVine.
He acted as liaison for local Fortune 500 companies
and 150+ student workers and supported students
and families enrolled in college admission guidance
programs respectively. Charlie is passionate about
developing opportunities for student engagement
and is also interested in empowering students to
achieve success as life-long learners both
professionally and personally. A fun fact is that
Charlie lived in a rural town in Mozambique while
serving in the Peace Corps and can speak
Portuguese, the national language, as well as some
of the local languages, including Changana.

Likewise, teachers in most adult basic education
programs also are affected by weaknesses in the
economic structure because the need of more adult
basic education classes is much greater than
available funding. The Friends of the Community
Learning Center provides additional support for
Bridge primarily through the annual Benefit for
Bridge fundraiser.
 
For a dedicated teacher like Mina, the rewards
clearly outweigh the challenges. According to Mina,
“It is always a joy to teach at the CLC. The students
are impressive in their dedication, and they have such
interesting backgrounds, experiences, and
perspectives on issues. Each class is a mix of many
nationalities, and they learn so much from each other
as well as from the teacher. It is rewarding to be in
the classroom with them, and then to see their
progress in the years after they complete the
program.”
 
Mina has a wealth of knowledge and commitment
to the Bridge students and the Friends of the
Community Learning Center organization. Mina
Reddy is the definition of a Difference Maker. In her
own words,
 
“The Community Learning Center truly does change
lives. When students are in class, they not only
develop essential academic skills and knowledge, but
they also become part of a supportive community of
students and staff. At this time of crisis due to the
coronavirus, it is striking how many of them are now
considered essential workers, whether in retail or
healthcare. Many of them are mission-driven, with a
strong desire for helping careers. I would like to thank
our supporters for giving our students the help they
need to achieve their goals and contribute even more
to our community. Donations towards teaching staff,
scholarships, or other needs are greatly appreciated."
                                                                  -- Mina Reddy
 Friends Scholarship News

Donate .5% of your online purchases
Friends of the Community Learning Center

[EIN: 04-3148659]

Donate Online at friendsofclc.org
 

Maria Kefallinou
mkefallinou@cambridgema.gov
617.349.6363

 Become a CLC Volunteer or  Join the Friends Board

Friends of the Community
Learning Center
5 Western Avenue
Cambridge MA 02139

Meet our new Director,
Charlie Klemmer

John Galli, an Assistant Director at the Community
Learning Center, explains the importance of college
scholarships to the Bridge to College mission and its
students. Friends Scholarships offer an opportunity
for students to reengage with their educational
goals. Students take college level courses in priority
areas such as Nursing, Business, Education, and
Human Services or acquire certifications that can
speed entry into the skilled labor market. Typically,
Friends reviews between 25-30 applications per
year. The applicants are adult learners affiliated
with the Bridge to College Program--both current
class and alumni--as well as graduates of the CLC's
GED,  HiSET, and ESOL programs. Most awards are
for first-time recipients; others support students
for subsequent semesters at college.
 
Traditionally, Friends Scholarships help students
cover their tuition and fees. As a result of the
pandemic, the incomes of some students have
changed dramatically. John notes that particularly
for undocumented graduates unable to receive
federal financial aid, Friends Scholarships have
been a lifeline for persistence.
 

Through fundraising, the number of scholarships
awarded each year has increased from 16
scholarships in 2016 to 24 scholarships in 2019.
 
CLC students and staff never discount the impact
that Friends of the Community Learning Center
supporters have on increasing the number of
students in educational programs like Bridge to
College.
 


