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December 27, 2020                                First Sunday of Christmas 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of 
our guidelines below. 
 

Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you 
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to 
wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks. 
 
Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as 
you arrive or leave.   
 
To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only for 
entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion, 
special needs, or emergency exit. 
 
Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church 
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their 
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat. 
 
NOTE: We can speak the congregational responses behind our 
masks. Dr. Tony and Annette Slater will provide music. The 
service will be recorded and published to the website. We are 
now live streaming the service on our church website.  
 
Elders will wear gloves. You can get a bulletin at the check-in 
table when you walk in. Please do not leave your bulletin in the 
pew when you exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at 
the front door. 
 
There is a small wooden church just to the right of the main door 
when you come in. It has a slot for your offering.  
 

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of 
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the 
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in 
the restroom area.  
 
Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies 
restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please 
call the church office during the week to check on availability.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 
Prelude                                                                                 Dr. Pattin            
Ringing of the Bell            

  
Opening Song    “Angels We Have Heard on High” (v. 1-3)     No. 289 

(sung by Praise Team) 
 

Invocation 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity (+) one God, Love from the beginning, 

Word made flesh, Breath of heaven. 
C: Amen. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, 

trusting in God’s endless mercy and love. 
 

(silence is kept for reflection) 
 
P: Merciful God, we confess that we are not perfect. We have said 

and done things we regret. We have tried to earn your redeeming 
grace, while denying it to others. We have resisted your call to be 
your voice in the world. Forgive us, loving God. Give us your 
righteousness, the strength to put aside our failures, and the 
courage to try again.  

C: Amen. 
 
P: Dear people of God, hear the good news: Christ the Savior is 

born! You are loved and forgiven in the name of (+) Jesus, who 
has come among us. You are freed from proving that you deserve 
to be loved, because God’s love is given to you as the most 
precious gift of all. Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. 

C: Amen. 
 

CHRISTMAS ACCLAMATION  
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  #270  (v. 1 & 3)      (sung by Annette) 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;  
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations rise; join the triumph of the skies;  
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
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Prayer of the Day 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of 

human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your 
mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share 
our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10--62:3 
The people who returned to Jerusalem and Judah after the exile were greatly 
disappointed. The prophet's promises about the glories of the renewed Jerusalem and 
the wonderful life the people would experience were not fulfilled. Nevertheless, the 
prophet declares with certainty that the Lord's salvation will fully come to pass. 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
 my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to spring up before all the nations. 
62:1For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
 and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
 and her salvation like a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your vindication, 
 and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Alleluia  Verse    No. 288  (sung by Annette) 
 

 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
 Now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
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Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 1. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 
John's gospel presents Jesus as the full embodiment of God's grace and truth, as the one 
who reveals God's love for the whole creation. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 
son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he 
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.' ") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The 
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father's heart, who has made him known. 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                            Pastor Rayl  
Sermon Hymn             “Christ, Be Our Light”  (v. 1, 2, & 5)      No. 715 

 (sung by Annette)          
(Please stand) 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Offering (As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden 
church in the Narthex if you have not already done so.) 
 
Musical Offertory                                                              Dr. Pattin  
 
Offering Prayer 
P: Generous God, you have given us life, this community, and the 

treasures you entrust to us. Move in our hearts, that we might use 
your gifts to bring hope and blessing wherever we go, through 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, Lord.  
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



 

7 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
P: Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the (+) Child in the 

manger, and strength from the Spirit of life be blessings for you 
today and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
P: Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn         “In the Bleak Midwinter”  (v. 1-3)            No. 294        

(sung by Annette) 
 
Postlude                                                                              Dr. Pattin           

 
**** 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 
ELDERS 
Dick Haar, Tom Eppard 
 
 

SOLOIST 
Annette Slater 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Don Holmes 
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December 27, 2020                  FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

 
 

 

 
 

God Camps With Us 
 

God "camps" with us? The punch line of John's prologue 
doesn't have the same impact unless we regain the meaning of 
the Greek original. The Word became flesh and "tented" 
among us. God "tabernacles" with us. 
 In the Hebrew Scriptures, the tabernacle, or tent, was 
the sign of God's presence. More verses of the first five books 
of the Bible are devoted to this image than to any other object. 
The tabernacle was the portable sanctuary made at God's 
direction and placed in the center of the camp. It was God's 
mobile command post and communication center. It was the 
place of the shekinah, the pillar of light, God's radiant, 
luminous presence. Moses went to the tabernacle to talk to 
God.  
 The birth of Jesus Christ brings a radical shift. "The 
Word became flesh and tented among us." No longer is the 
shekinah of God located in a tent, or tabernacle. It is located in 
the very flesh of Jesus Christ. 
 Here we thought we had to come to God to see God, 
when in fact God comes to us. God becomes a human being 
and "pitches a tent" with us in human flesh and blood to 
communicate love and grace and blessing. The love of God, 
the divine grace and forgiveness are better heard and seen in 
the bleeding, dying flesh of Jesus upon the cross than in all the 
words that Moses spoke or that luminous presence from which 
he got them. 
 In the very center of our lives, God in Christ sets down 
a bed, nails in the stakes, and gets as close to us as God can. 
Everything necessary to say to us, God says to us in Jesus 
Christ. It is Jesus who makes God fully known. And from him 
come a new people, a new family--those who receive this 
wonder.  


