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November 8, 2020                              23rd Sunday After Pentecost  
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of 
our reopening guidelines below. 
 

Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you 
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to 
wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks. 
 
Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as 
you arrive or leave.   
 
To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only 
for entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion, 
special needs, or emergency exit. 
 
Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church 
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their 
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat. 
 
Due to increased cases of Covid in Lucas County, we are 
returning to no corporate singing or spoken responses. Dr. Tony 
and Annette Slater will provide music. The service will be 
recorded and published to the website. Future plans are to “live 
stream” the service. 
 
Elders will wear gloves. You can get a bulletin at the check-in 
table when you walk in. Please do not leave your bulletin in the 
pew when you exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at 
the front door. 
 
There is a small wooden church just to the right of the main door 
when you come in. It has a slot for your offering.  
 

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of 
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the 
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in 
the restroom area.  
 
Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies 
restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please 
call the church office during the week to check on availability.  
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 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude                                                                                  Dr. Pattin  
Ringing of the Bell              
 
Praise Song                           “Build My Life”      
 
The Greeting 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. 

Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us act 
for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Gospel Acclamation  (sung by Annette Slater) 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
Open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
Where love can grow and peace is understood.  (Repeat) 

 
Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 25. Glory to you, O 
 Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 
In this chapter, Jesus tells three parables about the second coming. The first of these 
emphasizes the need for readiness at all times. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them 
were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom 
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 
shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, 'Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  
 9But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 10And while they 
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.'  
 12But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' 13Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour." 
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Gospel Response  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MESSAGE                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
Message Song       “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”      

(sung by Annette)  
 

 

Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
     creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
     born of the virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died, and was buried;  
     He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
     He ascended into heaven,  
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
     the holy catholic church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins,  
     the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
The Offering (As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden 
church in the Narthex if you have not already done so.) 
 
Offertory Music                                                                Dr. Pattin  
 
Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray. Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy 

the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before us. 
Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. 
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
P:  May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than 

we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 
Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Song              “On Our Way Rejoicing”          (sung by Annette)   
Postlude                                                                                   Dr. Pattin 

                                    
***** 

 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 
ELDERS  
Dick Haar, Tom Eppard 
 
SOLOIST 
Annette Slater 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Don Holmes 
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2020 POINSETTIA SALE 
           SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD 

 
Fill in the form below to place your order for 
poinsettias to be used during worship the last two 
weeks of December. You can place this form with 

payment in the wooden church we use for offering (located in the 
Narthex) or mail it to the church office. Payment must accompany 
orders. Checks payable to:  First St. John Lutheran 
 

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 6th. 
 

******************************************************* 
Number of plants @ $10.00 each _______ Enclosed: $ __________ 
 
Color (circle one) Red  White   
 
Name __________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
City _____________________________    Zip Code ____________ 
 
Phone _________________________________ 
 

***** 
 

In Loving Memory of (Deceased) ___________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of (Living) ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
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November 8, 2020                     23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

 

 
Wise Ignorance 

 
 In today's gospel reading, Jesus suggests that what we do 
not know could make us wise. These final weeks of the church 
year focus our attention on the end of time. Biological life will 
end for each of us one day, but our deaths will be preceded by 
other kinds of endings. Childhood ends. Young adulthood ends. 
Schooling, careers, interests--even being single or being married 
sometimes comes to an end. "I did not see it coming." That can be 
a sign of foolishness. "I did not know if or when it might come." 
That could be a sign of wisdom. 
 Wisdom is not a matter of possessing a crystal ball to see 
the future. What is required from us is an act of imagination--the 
ability to envision a variety of different endings to our stories. The 
bridegroom could arrive early (which means we will have lots of 
time to party). The bridegroom could arrive late (which means we 
will need to have extra oil for the wait). But one thing is certain: 
when the bridegroom arrives, it is too late to start shopping for 
lamp fuel. 
 Wake up! The time to take action is now! Being a wise 
disciple of Jesus is much, much more than sitting around waiting 
for judgment day or searching for signs of the Lord's return. A 
wise disciple engages powerful acts of imagination and takes 
action here and now, propelled by a humility that acknowledges 
that we do not know what the future will bring. Our strength for 
living does not come from our wits or our planning. Instead it 
comes from the certainty that one day, indeed, the bridegroom will 
appear and the party will begin, and we really want to be there! 
What shall we do now with this knowledge? 

 

 

 


