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September 13, 2020                          15th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of 
our reopening guidelines below. 
 

Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you 
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to 
wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks. 
 
Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as 
you arrive or leave.   
 
To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only for 
entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion, 
special needs, or emergency exit. 
 
Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church 
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their 
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat. 
 
We will have corporate singing and verbal liturgy responses, as 
long as we keep our masks on. Dr. Tony and Annette Slater will 
still provide music. Liturgy and lessons will be projected on the 
screen. The service will be recorded and published to the 
website. Future plans are to “live stream” the service. 
 
Elders will wear gloves and hand the bulletin to you when you 
are seated. Please do not leave your bulletin in the pew when you 
exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at the front door. 
 

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of 
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the 
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in 
the restroom area.  
 
Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies 
restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please 
call the church office during the week to check on availability.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude                                                                                   Dr. Pattin  
                                         
Ringing of the Bell  
Praise Song                          “Cornerstone”                   Praise Singers 
  
Thanksgiving For Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the Thanksgiving begins. 
 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The water is poured into the baptismal font. 
 
P:  Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received in 

baptism are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together for 
the life given in baptism. 

 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to 

bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that 
inspire wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for water 

from the faucet, for rain and snow, for the Maumee River, Lake 
Erie, and all the smaller creeks and streams. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 
P:  We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for 

delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, for 
leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for 
preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for 
guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, for 
quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

C: We give you thanks, O God, for your salvation through water. 
 
P:  We give you thanks for the life of the baptized, for all who worship 

in your name, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, for children 
and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in Christ whom we 
have never seen, but to whom we are bound. 

C: We give you thanks, O God for the life of all baptized. 
 
P:  We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for 

our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters; for our new birth 
into a life of forgiveness of sin, redemption and service; for our 
calling to be your people, and for being sent out as the body of 
Christ for the life of the world. 
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C:  We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity (+) now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Baptismal Hymn – We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus 

 

We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his death; 
That as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand new life. 
And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 
We will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 
In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, 
In the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, 
God has made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; 
In the losing and the winning we hold fast. 
 
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son,  
Glory to the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; 
As it was in the beginning, glory now resounds again 
In a song that has no ending. . . . . Amen. 
 
Invocation 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the 

inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of 
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in 
doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
The story of Joseph is a wisdom story where Joseph plays the role of a wise man. 
Portrayed in a situation of oppression, he provides an important model of how the wise 
should act. 
 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph 
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we 
did to him?" 16So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this 
instruction before he died, 17"Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of 
your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when 
they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and 
said, "We are here as your slaves." 19But Joseph said to them, "Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God?  
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20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13 
The LORD is full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 
 
The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, 
slow to anger and of great kindness.  
 9He will not always accuse us, 
 nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 
12As far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he removed our sins from us. 
 13As a father cares for his children, 
 so does the LORD care for those who fear him.  
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation   
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
Open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
Where love can grow and peace is understood.  (Repeat) 
 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 18. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
Jesus has instructed his disciples about confronting people who live in sinful ways. 
Now, Peter's question about forgiveness elicits a parable that clarifies the issue. 
Although the community of faith should challenge sinners to repent, it should also 
proclaim a forgiveness that reflects the bountiful mercy of God. 
 
Peter came and said to [Jesus,] "Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" 22Jesus said 
to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 23"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  
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24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.' 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt.  
 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow 
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
'Pay what you owe.' 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I 
had mercy on you?' 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he would pay his entire debt.  
 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 
 
Gospel Response (Spoken)  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE                                                                        Pastor Rayl 
Message Song     “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive”             No. 605  
 
Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
     creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
     born of the virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died, and was buried;  
     He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
     He ascended into heaven,  
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
     the holy catholic church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins,  
     the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Lord, in your mercy. 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 
The Offering  
(As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden church in the 
Narthex if you have not already done so.) 
 
Offertory Music                                                                 Dr. Pattin 
 
Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray. Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy 

the need of every living thing. You have set your abundance 
before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to 
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ 
our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of 
this bread and drink of this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
 

P:  Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
P:  Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.  
C:  Our Lord’s body and blood, let us take together. 
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Communion Hymn - During the distribution of Communion the 
following hymns will be sung. 

  
“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 

“Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup”        
 
The Communion (distribution will be continuous) 
 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  
 
“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in 
the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of forgiveness 
and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s table. 
Infants, children and others who have not been baptized are welcome to come 
to receive a blessing; please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

sustain you in God’s grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
P:  Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this 

bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your 
great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we 
hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of 
peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  

C: Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
P:  May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and 
hope. Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 
you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Song       “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart!” (v. 1-4)       No. 873 
Postlude                                                                            Dr. Pattin  

 
 

***** 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

ELDERS   
Ben Hodges, Bob Hecklinger 
 
MUSIC LEADER 
Annette Slater 
 
SOUND BOARD  
Andy Hodges 
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September 13, 2020           15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Heart 
  
 "Forgive and forget" the proverb goes, but aren't we 
more likely to forgive and remember? Or not forgive at all? We 
keep score. Our capacity for remembering wrongs inflicted on 
us is enormous. That we are guilty of sin against others might 
seem less important than pointing out the ways in which we 
ourselves have been hurt. Fairness demands that we keep score, 
that we take notice of who has done what to whom. Forgiving 
means undoing our "moral economics"--the bookkeeping we 
rely on to keep life in balance. 
 Jesus tells a story about a king who wants to settle 
accounts. His slave owes him an incredible amount of money--
millions of dollars. What does it mean to settle this account 
with forgiveness, to wipe the scoreboard clean? How do you 
make that much indebtedness disappear from the books? 
 Today's gospel is a case study in Jesus' new economics. 
The only adequate way to settle our moral account is to 
internalize the debts we ourselves have incurred by our 
misdeeds against others. The moral record keeping which 
motivates Peter's initial question ("How often am I going to 
have to forgive?") will get in the way of this revolution. Jesus 
invites a transformation of the heart, a deep identification with 
the offender which allows us to experience our neighbor's pain 
as well as our own. 

 Perhaps we are capable of forgiving only to the extent that 
we ourselves have been forgiven! The new economics of the heart 
begins with an inner transformation generated by undeserved love. 
Forgiveness is meant to create a chain reaction that not only 
changes who we are but also alters how we deal with others. It 
begins from the forgiving heart of God and flows into us. It takes 
over inside us, pouring from our hearts into the lives of others. 

 


