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August 30, 2020                                13th Sunday After Pentecost 
 
Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Please review some of 
our reopening guidelines below. 
 

Masks must be worn. We have some available to take if you 
don’t have one. Some are cloth masks and can be taken home to 
wash and reuse. There are also disposable masks. 
 
Please do not congregate in the Narthex (entrance area) either as 
you arrive or leave.   
 
To minimize direct contact, we will use the outside aisles only 
for entry and exit. The center aisle will be used for communion, 
special needs, or emergency exit. 
 
Ushers will fill the pews from the front to the back of the church 
and dismiss from the back to the front. Please follow their 
directions. We are sorry everyone cannot have their usual seat. 
 
We will not have corporate singing or verbal liturgy responses. 
Dr. Tony and Annette Slater will still provide music. Liturgy 
and lessons will be projected on the screen. The service will be 
recorded and published to the website. Future plans are to “live 
stream” the service. 
 
Elders will wear gloves and hand the bulletin to you when you 
are seated. Please do not leave your bulletin in the pew when you 
exit; take it home or put it in the recycling bin at the front door. 
 

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take the left set of steps down. The ladies room is at one end of 
the hallway, and the men’s room is at the other. Return to the 
Narthex using the opposite set of stairs. Please, one person only in 
the restroom area.  
 
Diaper Changing: A diaper changing table is available in the ladies 
restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for flowers for a Sunday, please 
call the church office during the week to check on availability.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Prelude                                                                                  Dr. Pattin  
                                                 
Ringing of the Bell  
Opening Song    “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  
                (sung by Annette Slater)   
 
Thanksgiving For Baptism 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the Thanksgiving begins. 
 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The water is poured into the baptismal font. 
 
P:  Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received 

in baptism are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together 
for the life given in baptism. 

 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to 

bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that 
inspire wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for 

water from the faucet, for rain and snow, for the Maumee River, 
Lake Erie, and all the smaller creeks and streams. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 
P:  We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for 

delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, for 
leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for 
preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for 
guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, for 
quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for your salvation through 
water. 

 
P:  We give you thanks for the life of the baptized, for all who 

worship in your name, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 
for children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ whom we have never seen, but to whom we are bound. 

 We give you thanks, O God for the life of all baptized. 
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P:  We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for 
our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters; for our new 
birth into a life of forgiveness of sin, redemption and service; for 
our calling to be your people, and for being sent out as the body 
of Christ for the life of the world. 

 

  We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity (+) now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Baptismal Hymn – Baptized in Water 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  
cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:  
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,  
faithfully now God’s praise we sing.  
 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  
dead in the tomb with Christ our king:  
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,  
thankfully now God’s praise we sing.  
 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  
marked with the sign of Christ our king:  
born of the Spirit, we are God’s children;  
joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 
 
Invocation 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the 

path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his 
example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength 
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 

 
Announcements 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21 
Paul writes to the Roman Christians who experienced rejection and ridicule as a result 
of their faith. He instructs them on how to live as Christians in an unfriendly world. 
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not 
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers. 
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 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; 
do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far 
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 
"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20No, "if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads." 21Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8 
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3) 
 
1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O LORD, and try me; 
 examine my heart and my mind. 
3For your love is before my eyes; 
I have walked faithfully with you. 
 4I have not sat with the worthless, 
 nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 
 that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 
 and the place where your glory abides.  
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of life.     
              Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  (sung by Annette Slater) 
 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
Open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
Where love can grow and peace is understood.  (Repeat) 

 
Gospel Announcement 
P:  The Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at Chapter 16. 
     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the living God," Jesus 
reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even 
for Peter who Jesus has called a "rock." 
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From that time on [after Peter's confession], Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God 
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you." 23But he turned and said to 
Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
 27"For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell 
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the 
Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
 
Gospel Response (Spoken)  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
      Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE                                                                        Pastor Rayl 
Message Song    “”What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” 
               (sung by Annette Slater)  
 
Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
     creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
     born of the virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died, and was buried;  
     He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
     He ascended into heaven,  
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
     the holy catholic church,  
     the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins,  
     the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

The Offering (As you exit, please place your offering in the wooden 
church in the Narthex if you have not already done so.) 
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Offering Prayer 
P:  Let us pray. Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy 

the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before us. 
Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. 
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

      Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Lord, in your mercy. 
 Hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Dr. Pattin will play “The Lord’s Prayer” after the prayer is prayed.  

 
The Blessing 
P:  May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than 

we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 
Almighty God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Song          “Lift Every Voice and Sing”   
                  (sung by Annette Slater) 
Postlude                                                                                  Dr. Pattin          

***** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
ELDERS:  Bob & Sherrie Haar 
 
SOLOIST:  Annette Slater 
 
SOUND BOARD:  Andy Hodges 
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August 30, 2020                 13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 
 

God's Care 
 

 We hear a lot about self-care these days. Medical 
researchers admonish us to watch our weight, get plenty of 
exercise, eat breakfast every day, wear a seatbelt, refrain from 
smoking and excessive drinking, and sleep seven to eight 
hours a night. Financial planners run detailed calculations 
showing how much money we need to invest today in order to 
retire comfortably tomorrow. Psychologists teach us the value 
of self-awareness, effective communication, and a strong 
social network. 
 Some of the practices we hear promoted these days 
seem to be more about self-service than self-care, however. 
The goals of this self-service? To die with the most toys, 
become king (or queen) of the mountain, and win at all costs. 
Power is used to manipulate and dominate. Other people are 
steppingstones on the path to grandeur. 
 The message we hear in today's gospel reading, Jesus' 
teaching to his disciples, is two-edged. First we hear a call: 
"Those who lose their life for my sake . . ." Our ways are not 
to be the world's ways. The values we are to practice are those 
of the Beatitudes: Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who 
mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers. 
Jesus calls us to give up worldly ways, and ultimately to lose 
our life for his sake. 
 Jesus also makes a promise: When we do give up our 
life for his sake, we will find it. When we no longer seek to 
serve ourselves, when we stop playing the world's games and 
using power to achieve worldly goals, we will finally be able 
to see that God is the source of life. Even the importance of 
self-care will fade as we rely instead on God's care. 

 

 


