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Happenings 
Winter 2020—2021 

AUTAUGA CO MGA 
Debbie Boutelier 
 

Open the gate and come on in!  

     The Autauga County Master Gardener 
Association celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary 
of developing and maintaining Prattvillage Garden 
in 2020. It is a jewel in the downtown historic 
district of Prattville. Enjoyed by many people each 
day, it includes the most photographed building in 
our county, a circa 1840s gothic-style chapel. We 
thought we were going to lose this garden in 2019 
when the owner passed away and had started 
deconstructing the garden and selling a lot of 
hardscape and plants. The owner's daughter 
inherited the garden and approached us just in 
the nick of time and asked us to stay in order to 
continue offering this place of beauty and respite 

to the community. We happily agreed and 
immediately stopped the deconstruction! Because 
the garden was somewhat bare at that point, it 
gave us the opportunity to redesign the garden 
more in fitting with the chapel's era. We applied 
for and received two grants that helped us repair 
some aging infrastructure. We finished removing 
all of the 'modern' border materials and replaced 
them with donated historic bricks. 
     Additionally, we researched plants that would 
have been growing in this area during that 
timeframe and replanted the garden with 
heirlooms and old favorites. A number of people 
thought it would be several years before the 
garden looked good again, but to everyone’s 
surprise, it looked absolutely gorgeous this year.  
We are ready for the next 25 years! We invite you 
to come and visit soon. 

 

The Prattvillage Garden located in Prattville, Alabama decked out for autumn.  Photo by Debbie Boutelier  
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BALDWIN CO MGA 
Julian Walthall 
 

     Baldwin County Master Gardeners celebrated 
on December 10, giving 16 new MG badges to 
our Interns who had completed their 
requirements for 2020. What a great 
accomplishment during a most challenging year! 
Other awards included the life-time achievement 
award (Wayne de la Rua Award) to Jimmie Van 
Valkenburgh and Julian Walthall for their many 
years of service to BCMG. We honored Mike 
McQueen, our ACES Extension Agent who retired 
this past year, with Baldwin County and Alabama 
Honorary MG Memberships. Numerous service 
hours awards were given, with the highlight 
being the giving to Tanys Waldron and Myra 

Lassere 13,000 and 14,000-hour service pins, 
respectively. Our present Extension Agent, Jack 
LeCroy, had suggested that we decorate our 
background settings for this ZOOM meeting. 
Some MGs went way out in their preparations, 
especially Brenda Montgomery, who won the 
best decorations prize for her snazzy Christmas 
decorations. 
     We continue offering mini-tours to our 
members. On a recent November visit to Freya 
Sonenstein’s home in Fairhope, members were 
shown Freya and her husband Burt’s efforts to 
make a low maintenance garden with plants 
blooming in different parts of the year. Their 
garden is a warm and gracious retreat in the midst 
of the busy town of Fairhope. 
 

CALHOUN CO MGA 
Sherry Blanton 
 

     Although COVID-19 has undoubtedly altered 
our regular activities, we have been able to have 
monthly meetings for the last six months by 
practicing safety measures. Our clubhouse has a 
large outdoor pavilion allowing plenty of space 
for social distancing. 
     We had our annual November business 
meeting. Our December annual award event 
became a noon meeting instead of an evening pot 
luck supper. The 2020 Intern class had their 
official graduation; the Board recognized 
exemplary members by presenting the Red 
Bandanna Award. 
     Although our Fall Fest fundraiser was canceled, 
The Cane Creek Volunteer Crew sponsored a 
Country Store sale to benefit the upkeep of Cane 
Creek Community Gardens. 
     Except for a few weeks, the Gardens at Cane 
Creek have remained open to volunteers, 
allowing them to complete "The Sweet Tea 
Garden," a demonstration garden for native 
plants. There is also a welcoming seating area for 
visitors to admire the plants. 
     
 
 
 

      Future business meetings will revolve around  
plans for the upcoming 2021 State Conference to 
be hosted by our Association. It promises to be a 
great event with interesting speakers and lots of 
southern hospitality. Please plan to attend. 
     Our thanks to the Extension staff for making 
the excellent zoom programs and videos 
available. 
     We wish good health and a safe New Year to 
Association members all over Alabama. 

The path winds to "The Sweet Tea Garden." 
Photo by Sherry Blanton 
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CAPITOL CITY MGA 
Mary Eleanor Hines 
 

     Capital City Master Gardeners continue to 
garden in all ways possible, cautiously working 
around the COVID-19 pandemic.  We have held 
our monthly meetings virtually  with interesting 
and informative programs.  Our meetings have 
been held by Zoom and members attending out-of
-doors meetings at Shakespeare Gardens and 
Grace Episcopal Church. 
     Our projects, Montgomery Botanical Gardens 
(MBG), Rose Hill Garden, Lilly’s Garden, 
Shakespeare Garden, and newly approved project 
Gro South, have recently been winterized.  Gro 
South is chaired by the outgoing president, Janice 
Jackson, and is the city’s urban farm located in 
downtown Montgomery.  Vegetables grown in 
the garden are harvested and donated to the 
community’s people in need.  CCMGA is most 
proud to add this new project. 
     During the COVID-19 pandemic, the public has 
found a new outdoor respite by visiting and 
spending time in our botanical gardens at Oak 
Park.  It is refreshing to see this peaceful setting 
and enjoy blessed relief for a time away from 
crowds, restrictions and shutdowns.  An increased 
number of visitors to MBG are enjoying nature’s 

beauty and refreshing their spirits as they walk, 
jog, rest, nap, birdwatch, picnic, converse, 
meditate, or take photographs.  Cathy Maddox, 
MBG Chair, reports that an impressive and stately 
Wisdom Woods Arch Way has been installed at 
the MBG outdoor classroom entrance.  The arch 
previously had marked the entrance to the 
property of a private home in Montgomery.   
 

The Wisdom Woods Arch Way and those involved in its 
placement at the Montgomery Botanical Gardens.  L-R are 
Fairlie Reinhart, Ethel Boykin, Mary Alma Neeley, Carrie 
Neeley Eberly, and Martha Myers. Photo by Cathy Maddox 
 

 

CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Iva Haynie 
 
     This year of COVID-19 has been challenging.  
Where there's a will, there's a way.  Some 
activities were canceled and some were 
rearranged.  However, we persevered.  With 
masks and social distancing, we managed to make 
it through the year. We did ZOOM meetings for 
the most part but did manage a couple of 
outdoor meetings.  In October, we met at the 
pavilion at Lanark and in November, we met by 
the river at the Fort Toulouse pavilion. 
    In October, the intern class graduated and 
received their certificates.  We voted in the 2021 
officers at the November meeting.  They are as 
follows:  President, Linda Edwards; Vice 

President, Leslie Bingham; Secretary, Betty 
Plaster; Treasurer, Deb Kelso; and Advisory 
Council Representative, Cheryl Fitzgerald.  They 
will be sworn in during the December ZOOM 
meeting.  Our annual Master Gardener plant 
swap was held outdoors. 
     An outside session was held to stuff herbal 
sachet bags to be handed out at the Wetumpka 
Charles Dickens Christmas. 
     We collected money and made a sizeable, 
much-appreciated donation to the food bank in 
Wetumpka. 
     Some of our group decorated the Sun Room at 
the Governor's mansion for Christmas.  They 
worked outside to make some of the decorations. 
     With 2020 behind us, we look forward to 
meeting the challenges of 2021. 
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CHEAHA MGA  
Debby Mathews  
 

     At our November meeting, the Cheaha Master 
Gardeners elected new officers for 2020-2022. 
Marie Rhoden will serve as President, Debby 
Mathews as Vice President, Carol Wright as 
Secretary, and Sue Pentecost as Treasurer.  
     Immediate Past President, Ann Jones, and 
fellow MG Steve Jones, missed our meeting for a  
 
 
 
 

most wonderful reason-to go to Texas for the 
birth of their granddaughter. Congratulations to 
them!  
     As we end a very crazy year, we anticipate a 
year of promise for 2021!  Some plans for our 
year include a seed exchange, a succulent care 
program, a DIY stepping stone workshop and 
more. We also look forward to assisting our MG 
friends in Calhoun County with the 2021 Annual 
AMGA Conference in Anniston. Good times are 
ahead! 

 
 
 

 

CHILTON CO MGA 
Susan M Cleckler 
 
     To say we are all ready for a new year to 
begin, I think would be an understatement!! 
     This last year can be easily summed up as a 
challenge!  We have had to adapt to be able to 
have our monthly meetings. Many of us have 
had to find new places to meet and grasp the 
“social distancing” thing (because being a 
southerner means we are all huggers), and let’s 
not forget the mask!  But through it all, we have 
stayed positive and are thankful for where we 
are today. 
     Chilton County Master Gardeners were so 
glad to get back into action.  A new project we 
can work on is the Discovery Center at Jemison 
Intermediate School. This outdoor classroom 
includes a Pollinator Bed and a Sensory Garden.  
Also included in the garden are plants native to 
Alabama, along with raised vegetable beds. 
Future projects include a greenhouse, weather 
station, walking trail, wildlife habitat and 
Analemmatic sundial. The students will help 
maintain the garden.  
      The garden was made possible through 
CAWACO grants and other private donations.  
Jason Powell, owner of Petals from the Past, 
was instrumental in getting this project off the 

ground. Jason planned the garden design and 
donated all of the plant material, mulch and 
gravel for the pathways.  
     I want to thank our association for 
volunteering their time and effort; projects like 
this would not be possible without them. 
 
 

Back Row L-R Harriett Jackson, Sharon Hosch, Patricia 
Agee, Jackie Hickman, Audrey Giles, Peggy Mcgraw. 
Bottom L-R Gail Brooks, Betsy Smith, Susan Cleckler, 
Photo by  Rachel Mims 
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CLAYBANK MGA 
Debi Breedlove 
 

     Fall temperatures have been perfect for 
Southeast Alabama Gardeners to get back in the 
garden!  Representatives of Claybank MGA in Dale 
County gathered recently to rework two 
landscape beds in front of the Dale County 
Administrative Complex, which houses the County 
Commission, school board offices, and others – in 
addition to the Alabama Extension System.  Susan 
Rigsby and Mickey Breedlove pulled weeds, 
trimmed, took out old plants and put down pine 
straw for the winter.  Members of the group have 
been keeping up the beds all year and have 
replaced much of the old dying foliage with easy-
care grasses.  Joyce is President of the Claybank 
MG. 
  

 
      

We are working on the beds in front of the Dale County 
Administrative Complex, which houses the County Com-
mission and school board offices. From left to right: Bud 
and Joyce Christiansen, Debi Breedlove, Susan Rigsby and 
Mickey Breedlove. Photo by Zandi Voss, administrative 
associate, Alabama Cooperative  Extension Service, Dale 
County, AL 

EAST CENTRAL MGA 
Sheila Bolen 
 

     2020 has been a busy work year for East 

Central.  We built three additional raised beds at 

the Wedowee Elementary School Garden, 

bringing the total to nine vegetable beds in 

addition to three pollinator gardens, a 

decomposing log area, lizard and toad habitats 

and an outdoor classroom.  In addition, to the 

school gardens, we stayed busy working on the 

Open Spaces Sacred Places garden at SIFAT 

(Servants in Faith and Technology).  We have 

planted trees, shrubs, flowers, herbs and various 

other plants too numerous to list.  We also 

constructed a water feature to help control the 

downhill rain runoff.  While 2020 presented many 

challenges, we were able to work on our projects  

 

 

 

without too much difficulty.    Here’s hoping 2021 

is less of a challenge for everybody! 

R to L:  (Back) Lee Culver, Jack Bolen, Ralph Snachez, 

Susan Reynolds, Vickie Stapler, Cheryl Smith; (Front) 

Valerie Morris, Sheila Bolen, Augie Sanchez, Stephanie 

Yates, Linda Barnes.  Photo by Barry Morris 
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ETOWAH CO MGA 
Carol B. Link 
 

     Work is ongoing at Etowah County Master 
Gardeners Association. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, our association’s last regular business 
meeting was held in March. After that, we 
canceled regular monthly business meetings for 
the year, but that has not stopped master 
gardeners from working. The executive board 
meets regularly to keep the association flowing 
smoothly. 
     Membership dues are being submitted to the 
treasurer by mail, and our newsletter editor is 
keeping members informed via a monthly 
newsletter and through bulk notifications by 
email.  In October, the president appointed a 
nomination committee and an audit committee. 
The nominating committee selected a group of 
nominees, and members were notified by email 
concerning the new nominees for 2021. Members 
are voting by email to elect a new Executive 
Board.  The Audit Committee will do its job when 
the proper time arrives. 
     A group of master gardeners and some spouses 
have been hard at work over the past few 
months, performing upkeep at the greenhouses 
and propagating and maintaining plants. A group 
of MGs held a fall plant sale in October, wearing 
masks and maintaining a 6–foot distance, selling 
plants  to the  general  public   each  Tuesday, 
from  9 am  to  11 am.  The  sale  was  a  success.  
 
 
 
 

     At the current time, several teams of master 
gardeners are hard at work propagating, potting, 
and preparing for the association’s plant sale in 
the spring. 
 

  
John Crane, a brand-new MG from the 2020 MG class, took 
the State Pesticide Exam in order to purchase and legally 
dispense pesticides for the Etowah County Association. In 
addition, Crane purchased and donated an official chemical 
storage container and door decals to make ECMGA, Inc. in 
full compliance with current pesticide laws.  Photo by 
Regina Ford 

 

 

 

 In the depths of  winter,  

I finally learned that within me  

there lay an invincible summer.  

Albert Camus, 1913 – 1960  

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/1913
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/1960
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JACKSON CO MGA 

Bill Caudill 

     Maintenance/revitalization of Jackson County 
Park walking trail and flower beds continues. We 
meet 7-11 am Thursdays to maintain/reclaim 
flower beds and walking trails to ensure they are 
kept clear. Usually, some trimming and weed 
eating happens. We held a day lily plus other 
plant drive-thru plant sale on September 19 at 
Jackson County Senior Center, Scottsboro, 
resulting in funds to continue the recovery of 
additional flower beds.  
     We met on October 1 for our annual plant 
swap at Donna Hawkins’ home to swap some 
plants and have a bag lunch.  
     We met with the new Jackson County Habitat 
for Humanity House family. The initial installation 
of perennial foundation plants was completed.  
     Is your Christmas cactus getting ready to 
bloom? Is it a Christmas cactus or Thanksgiving 
cactus? One way to tell is to look at the long thin 
anthers sticking out of the bloom. If the color of 
the  pollen  on  the end is yellow, you likely have a  
Thanksgiving cactus; and if it is pink, you’ve got a 
Christmas cactus. 

     Looking forward to a more socially active 2021! 
Have a Merry Christmas! 
 

 

     We met at Cattle Stampede in Scottsboro for Christmas 
dinner and Intern Graduation on December 3 at 5:00 pm. 
MG’s who brought a gift drew numbers and picked a gift 
from those available. Some smiles. Left to right: Anita and 
Jim Boatner, white head, Donna Hawkins; back: John and 
Gail Horning. Back right: Carolyn Swaim, advancing forward: 
Caroline Caudill and Bill Caudill, Brent and Bill Wheeler, and 
interns Teri and Doc Scheffler. Photo by Kim Johnson. 

I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the bone 

structure in the landscape - the loneliness of  it 

- the dead feeling of  winter.  Something waits 

beneath it - the whole story doesn't show. 

 

 

 

-  Andrew Wyeth   
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JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 
     As perhaps the most challenging year many of 
us have ever experienced, slithers to a welcomed 
end,  we can reflect on many things we are 
thankful for, not least of which is the concern and 
support of fellow Master Gardeners, especially in 
times of loss and medical crisis. 
     Jefferson County MGs are also celebrating the 
November graduation of thirty-six new Master 
Gardeners who somehow managed to amass 
some twenty-three hundred volunteer hours on 
the road to their certification! Outdoor 
classrooms, a sensory garden, a nature trail, and 
installation of raised beds at local non-profits are 
only a few of the community outreach projects 
where these persevering folks dedicated their 
time. We are justifiably proud of them. 
     We are also grateful to ACES for their 
wonderful garden tours via ZOOM. It was great 
fun seeing Jim Allen’s backyard succulent 
sanctuary. Later we enjoyed sharing Hayes 
Jackson’s enthusiasm about what’s happening at 
Long Leaf Gardens in Anniston. The Raising Trees 
Series has also afforded us opportunities to 
become a bit more educated and collect a few 
CEUs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     We hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday 
Season and are settling into a Happier New Year! 
 

 

2020 WAS a good year for berries. Photo by F. Harvey 

Storms of every sort, torrents, earthquakes, cataclysms, 

'convulsions of nature,' etc.,  

however mysterious and lawless at first sight they may seem,  

are only harmonious notes in the song of creation,  

varied expressions of God's love.  

John Muir  
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LEE COUNTY MGA  
Shelley Aistrup  
     
     The  Caroline  Dean  Wildflower  Trail (CDWT) is 
located  in  Opelika's  Municipal  Park and is one of 
the  Lee County Master Gardeners' demonstration 
gardens.  
     The  CDWT  started  as  a  walking  path  in 2008 
with  access  from  Park  Road   through  the Salem 
Shotwell  Covered Bridge.  The figure-eight shaped 
trail  was constructed to honor Ms. Caroline Dean, 
an   Opelika   resident.    In   2008,  she  received  a 
National   Wetlands Award for advocating for   and 
educating      others     about    native   flora       and 
wildflowers in the Southeastern U.S., especially 
those found in wetlands. 
     The   lower  part  of  the  trail  is a  garden  filled 
with  native  azaleas,  Carolina  jasmine,  Christmas 
fern,  and  Savannah  Holly.  Native   Azaleas   were 
transplanted  from   Ms.  Dean's  personal   garden 
and   bloom  during  March,  April,  and May.  Over 
the   years,  many   groups  and   individuals    have 
continued   to   donate  Native  Azaleas,  Oak   Leaf 
Hydrangea,  Native  Ferns, Crane   Flower  Orchids, 
Indian Pinks, and more. Pyramid  Magnolias, Oaks, 
Carolina   Silverbell,  and   Buckwheat   Trees    are 
among   the   trees   that  grace    the   garden.   All 
plants are native  to Alabama and, particularly, the 
Piedmont region.  Currently, there are 11 species 
of   Native  Azaleas in the  garden that bloom from 
March to August.  
     The    garden's   purpose    is   to    display plants 
representing   the  area   and   help visitors identify 
plants    that   they     might  include  in   their  own 
personal    gardens.  The   trail is a natural, relaxing 
setting  where   individuals     can sit, read, and just 
be  in  nature.  Master Gardeners   provide talks to 
interested    groups    and  continue to monitor the 

garden for invasive plants, trim trees and shrubs, 
and tend the wide variety of plants found in the 
garden.    
     Over      the    last     ten    years, LCMG's    lead 
coordinator    for   the garden     has      been Billie 
Oliver.    Mrs. Oliver   was     recently awarded the 
Shirley   Flora   Award   at the Opelika Chamber of 
Commerce     Annual Meeting.    The Shirley  Flora 
Award is given to honor individuals who exemplify 
the    mission    of    Keep   Opelika Beautiful.  Keep 
Opelika  Beautiful       mission     is to   educate the 
citizenry     on    the    importance    of a  clean and 
beautiful environment     and   promote the public 
interest in the maintenance of that environment. 
 

      

Billie Oliver, winner of the Shirley Flora Award. Photo by 
Betsy Akins  

Don’t think the garden loses its ecstasy in winter.   

It’s quite, but the roots are down there riotous.    

-Rumi 
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LIMESTONE CO MGA 
Carol Knox 
 
     Limestone County Master Gardeners have 
been really busy this quarter.  We have 
completed a lot of work at the greenhouse to get 
a head start on the spring plant sale. We planted 
seeds for hardy plants, propagated perennials, 
watered, fertilized and weeded the flower beds 
outside the greenhouse.  Volunteers prepped the 
greenhouse to replace the panels.  MGs made 
Christmas wreaths during all of this activity and 
prepared another wildflower strip along the Swan 
Creek Greenway.  We also participated in the 
North Pole Stroll.  Peggy Johnson, Pat Harrell, 
Diane Young & Polly Greek got together to 
decorate the tree using a mix of natural materials 
along with a few snowflakes, icicles & red birds. 
The trees will remain on display through the end 
of the year. If you are new to the area or have not 
taken the “stroll” before, it is located at 100 N 
Beaty Street next to the duck pond. 

 

The person in the picture is one of our members, Jay Shaw. 
Photo by Margaret McCrary 

 
New Year’s Reality Check 

Another year, another chance 
 To start our lives anew; 

 This time we’ll leap old barriers 
 To have a real breakthrough. 

We’ll take one little step 
 And then we’ll take one more, 

 Our unlimited potential 
 We’ll totally explore. 

We’ll show off all our talents 
 Everyone will be inspired; 

 (Whew! While I’m writing this, 
 I’m getting very tired.) 

We’ll give up all bad habits; 
 We’ll read and learn a lot, 

 All our goals will be accomplished, 
 Sigh...or maybe not. 

Oh well, Happy New Year anyway! 

Joanna Fuchs 
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MARSHALL CO MGA 
Elaine Benzio Hild 
  
     MCMG met in January and February before 
COVID-19 hit and only twice since.  September’s 
meeting was by Zoom. In November, we met in 
person with all the COVID-19 precautions. We had 
16 regular members plus two new members in 
attendance. We welcome Brenda Gardener, a 
former member who has come back to us, and 
Kristen Roberson who was in the new members 
class but is also our new ACES agent. 
     We are looking forward to a few more 
members joining us from the new members class 
that ended November 18, 2020.  
     Each Christmas, we have an auction and send 
the money to the local Christmas Coalition. No 
Christmas meeting means no auction, so we 
decided to donate $300. We discussed a possible 
project at the Douglas School.  Marshall County 
now has two Grow more/Give more banners. The 
banners have code cubes to give information; 
both are in Guntersville; one is at the courthouse 
and the other at the Guntersville Feed Store. 
    The CASA garden tally for donation was 8,700 
pounds of produce in 2020. Before the garden 
was put to bed for the winter, maintenance items 
were performed. Various areas were soil sampled 
and sent to Auburn for both nutritional analysis 
and nematodes.  Black tarps then covered the 

garden with hopes of deterring weeds and bad 
nematodes.  
 

   
The CASA garden allows us to try new things; our picture 
this month is a Squash plant tied vertically to address 
spacing issues, an idea by MCMG Harry Williams. Photo by 
Elaine Benzio Hild 
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MASTER GARDENERS OF  
NORTH ALABAMA  
Ann Tippie 
 

     Many members of Master Gardeners of North Alabama 
(MGNA) support the Galaxy of Lights at the Huntsville Botanical 
Garden.  Galaxy is the Garden's biggest fundraiser and celebrated 
its twenty-fifth anniversary in 2020. Walking nights started on 
November 13 and ended on November 25. Driving nights began 
on November 27 and continued through January 2. Each night, 
many volunteers were needed to take tickets, guide people 
along the almost two-mile-long path, and make sure every guest 
had a pleasant and safe experience. As always, in every area of 
the Garden, MGNA volunteers step up to help. 
     In other news, Carolyn Wade and her team have resumed the 
Morris School fifth grade gardening project. They meet weekly 
either in the classroom or outside at or near the greenhouse. See 
photo. 
     Sue   Khoury  continues   to     keep   our public educational 
Facebook page (www.Facebook.com\MGofNA) operating   at a   
high standard of relevant, timely horticultural   news and articles,  
according to our Mission Statement. The page continues to 
attract new    followers   throughout   the   region. Our      new       
MGNA     project        Facebook    page        ("MGNA  
 
 
 

Happenings") has information on specific MGNA projects and 
efforts to highlight the many projects managed by our 
association.  These two public pages cater to very different 
audiences and include very different content accordingly.  
 

 
Mary Ann Stasiak (foreground) and Stephanie Boyd help students plant 

pansies in front of Morris P8 School. Photo by Carolyn Wade 

MOBILE CO MGA 
Carol Williams 
 

     Our Master Gardener of the Year is Rene’ Reibling. She 
served hundreds of hours as Co-Chair of the 2020 AMGA Confer-
ence.  Our Rookie of the Year is Don Fry, MCMG Treasurer for 
2021.  He manages the care and use of the 12-acre Mobile Japa-
nese Garden. 
     Our challenge: To hold our Annual Greenery Sale in 2020. Julie 
Conrey began Zoom meetings with her team in spring, planning a 
combined on-line and in-person sale, cooperating with the Mo-
bile Botanical Gardens on their website.  Receiving pre-orders 
and planning for shoppers, our members gathered greenery, 
then made and sold 84 mailbox and table arrangements, 40 
swags, 70 dozen cookies, 55 sets of coasters, 28 trivets and six 
decorative birdhouses.  We also sold 120 wreaths and 50 pots of 
paperwhites, adding a total of about $9,600 to our scholarship 
fund.  Every arrangement, wreath, and pot also had a bow creat-
ed by our Bow Team. Shopping was by appointment at the MBG 
shop.  
For 2021, Mobile County Master Gardeners have awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship to Auburn University Senior Allie Frederick, 
majoring in Horticulture and Human Development.     
 

  

Rene’ Reibling, Mobile County’s 2020 Master Gardener of 
the Year. Photo by Alice Marty, MCMG 
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MORGAN CO MGA 
Kay Dye 
 

     Morgan County Master Gardeners have been 
craftily using our extensive collection of 
succulents, berries, dried plants and gourds to 
create beautiful table arrangements on top of 
pumpkins.  We have successfully sold these 
arrangements for holiday tables at the Farmers’ 
Market here in Decatur, AL.  Red berries and 
bows were used on arrangements meant for 
Christmas tables, while others were composed 
with mostly fall colors.   
     We also created nice arrangements for the 
Hospice patients, an ongoing project that we have 
been supporting for years.  Master Gardener 
Susan Kingsley delivered the pumpkins to 
Hospice.   
     The succulents and other objects are simply 
hot    glued  to  the pumpkins.  The succulents will  
 

remain green for at least a couple of months, 
making a nice, long-lasting centerpiece 

  
Arrangements made for Hospice patients.  
Photo by Larry Moss 

 

People Like You 

A brand new year! 
A clean slate on which to write 

our hopes and dreams. 
This year: 

Less time and energy on things; 
More time and energy on people. 

All of life’s best rewards, 
deepest and finest feelings, 

greatest satisfactions, 
come from people-- 

people like you. 

Happy New Year! 

 

 

Joanna Fuchs 
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PIKE CO MGA 
Elaine Knight 
 
     As COVID-19 still plagues our country, most of 
us are concerned about meeting with groups. But 
October 21 was a beautiful day and the first day 
that the Pike County Master Gardeners met since 
March. The gardeners were anxious to look at Nell 
Haigh’s garden filled with roses and perennials. As 
Nell guided the gardeners through her garden, she 
gave them brief lessons about the different plants. 
Each gardener brought a plant or two for a plant 
swap. Since COVID-19 seems to be lasting longer 
than expected, the gardeners agreed that working 
in their gardens makes the lockdown days faster. 
     The November meeting was held at the 
Southside Baptist Church Activity Center. A very 
interesting program was given virtually by Fred 
Bassett, who is a Hummingbird Master Bander. He 

began telling the gardeners how to attract 
hummingbirds to the landscape. 
     He said that if the gardener plants a garden, fills 
a feeder with a mixture of water and sugar, the 
hummingbirds will come. He also suggests that the 
gardener change the solution every two to three 
days and keep the feeder clean. The Ruby-
Throated Hummingbird is active in Troy until 
October when it begins its’ journey back to the 
tropics. Mr. Bassett gave many interesting facts 
about caring for the hummingbirds. 
     Many things were discussed during the 
business meeting, and the gardeners ended the 
meeting by recognizing the new officers for 2021. 
Officers are Nell Haigh as President, Debbie 
Carpenter as Vice President, Judy Griswold as 
Project Chair, Leigh Calk as Program Chair, and 
Kaye Jinright as Communications. The meeting 
was dismissed until January. 
 

Kaye Jinright, Judy Griswold, Nell Haigh, Debbie Carpenter, and Leigh Calk. Officers for 2021. Pike County Master 
Gardeners. Photo by Elaine Knight 
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SHELBY CO MGA 
Kate Vogel 
 
     The Shelby County Master Gardeners and 
Interns recently cleaned the beds and planted fall 

crops at Montevallo's Seed-to-Table Community 
Garden. They also landscaped the pavilion at 
Shoal Creek Park, Montevallo's newest historic 
and recreation area. 
www.shoalcreekparkfoundation.com/ 

Recently cleaned beds in the Montevallo’s Seed-to-Table Community Garden. L-R: Diane Armstrong, Chris Cooley, Lydia 
Carpenter, Ben Crunk, Dee Woodham, Kathy King and Gretchen Boling, photographer unknown 

about:blank
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SHOALS MASTER GARDENERS 
Cynthia Kershaw 
 

     The Shoals Master Gardeners have had a busy 
year. Although the pandemic interfered on many 
levels, we were able to adjust and work outside to 
accomplish several things.    For the past three 
years, we have been working with St. Andrew’s 
Gleaning Project to collect produce for Woodmont 
Baptist Church food pantry, First Presbyterian 
Church, Florence food kitchen, and New 
Beginnings, a recovery center for women.  Shoals 
Master Gardeners worked with farmers at the 
local farmer’s market, collecting produce that they 
donated.  The program began in June and ended in 
September.  This year the farmers donated 2,811 
pounds of produce.  The produce provided 8,808 
edible cups at a retail price of $5,001.39.  
     The members worked on 11 projects in Colbert 

and Lauderdale counties. The only project we 
could not complete was the landscaping at a 
Habitat for Humanity’s house under construction. 
Projects included the Tuscumbia Public Library, 
Tennessee Valley Art Museum, Helen Keller 
Birthplace, The Healing Place, and the Florence/
Lauderdale Public Library.  
     With the COVID pandemic, restarting the intern 
class was a challenge. Along the way, we lost some 
interns, but five interns completed the classwork, 
and four interns were certified as Master 
Gardeners.  
     Excitement is building for what the new year 
will bring. Several of our members are beginning 
to work on Advanced Master Gardener 
certification. It will be a challenge for them, and 
the association is looking forward to the members 
presenting programs.   
 

2020 Interns: Left to Right:  Margaret Lawler, Mary Tuggle, Lynne Buchanan, Kayla Nelson, and David I’Anson.  

Photo by Lucy Edwards 
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ST. CLAIR CO MGA 
Pam Garrison    
 

      The last months of 2020 were busy. New 
native plants and signs were added to Lakeside 
Park.  The Welcome to Moody sign had fall 
annuals planted.  Many vegetables were 
harvested and new ones planted at Gateway 
Garden.  
     A new class of Master Gardener interns 
attended Zoom classes to complete their 
training.  Doing this remotely was challenging 

and took a lot of planning and persistence for 
all.   
     On December 8, we held our last meeting at a 
Lakeside Park pavilion.  Our 2021 officers were 
installed: President, Bob Haynes; V.P., Jim Harris; 
Secretary, Carol Crow; Asst. Secretary, Vicki Jaco; 
Treasurer, Candy McElroy; Asst. Treasurer, 
Adrienne Bourland.  After the ceremony, photos 
were taken at the St. Clair Extension Office’s 
display at Pell City’s “Lights in the Park. ” 
     Many thanks to Bethany O’Rear and Lee Ann 
Clark for all they do.  

The St. Clair Extension Office’s display at Pell City’s “Lights in the Park.” Left to right: Deborah Adams, Candy McElroy,  Vicki Jaco, 

Sandra Good, William Good, Jim Harris, Tom Terry, Bob Haynes, Sherry Moore, Adrienne Bourland, Carol Crow and Donnie Olis. 

Photo by Lee Ann Clark, County Extension Coordinator  

TALLAPOOSA CO MGA   
Barbara Butler  
  
 

      What a wonderful year for the Tallapoosa 
County Master Gardeners! Great speaker on 
native azaleas, the Tallapoosa Water Fest, the 
annual plant swap, and two exciting field trips to 
Hill & Dale Gardens and Whippoorwill Winery. - - 
- BUT WAIT - - - None of those things actually 
happened. COVID-19 did! As with most of the 
world, 2020 was a bust for our organization, but 
we tried to make the most of it. 
     We did have one early pre-pandemic meeting 
and a few later ones by Zoom. (Thanks to Shane 
for helping with the Zoom technology).  One 

socially distanced meeting attempt was made, 
but only a few members attended. Being mostly a 
“somewhat” older group, I guess that was not 
surprising. As an alternative, many of our 
members stayed busy in their yards and watched 
a lot of gardening videos. A few members risked 
limited exposure to help keep up the county 
courthouse grounds and Keebler Park. Many 
thanks to those brave souls. 
     As I tell myself every day, the vaccine is 
coming, and we should have a much better 2021. 
My husband and I plan to plant a tree or shrub to 
commemorate the year of COVID-19. We must 
learn from the past to make our future better. 
Have a great New Year! 
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TUSCALOOSA CO MGA 
Pam Sloan 
  

      When Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners 
are facing a world-wide pandemic, we keep on 
learning and building hope!  New Interns began 
classes in February, continued virtually due to 
COVID 19, and began volunteering with projects. 
     Masked volunteers are working on three 
projects in our county: 
     A beautification project on the grounds of 
Hospice of West Alabama. 
     Assistance to Jeremiah’s Garden to supply food 
to those in need. 
     Implementation of a grant by the Alabama 
Master Gardeners Association to enhance a 
community garden at the University of Alabama 
Arboretum for teaching, learning, and providing 
food for the West Alabama Food Bank. 
 

     Collaboration between The University of 
Alabama and TCMG enabled volunteers to 
improve food production in the community 
garden where food is grown for the West 
Alabama Food Bank. Volunteers began making 
their vision a reality by enhancing the community 
garden with sustainable, ergonomic, and 
environmentally-friendly raised beds.  Wood from 
a local company was placed in a solar kiln where 
tests determined when the moisture content 
dropped below 15 percent.  This wood was used 
to build twenty-four 4’x 8’ raised beds with 2’ 
additional perimeter beds. These raised beds will 
be filled with soil from the compost at the 
Arboretum. 
     TCMG will continue efforts to help others in 
these unprecedented times by offering safe 
gardening tips and techniques.  In the new year, 
TCMG members begin planning for the AMGA 
Annual Conference 2023! 

Tuscaloosa Co master gardeners building raised gardens. Photo by Ann Hewitt 
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WIREGRASS MGA 
Chuck McManus 
 

     Despite the challenges of social distancing, 
Wiregrass Master Gardeners supported the Fall 
Farm Day at Landmark Park in November. This is 
really an important program to educate the public 
on things like the use of a push plow to prepare a 
bed for planting, and planting fall vegetables. This 
program is conducted in the Kitchen Garden that is 
maintained year-round by Master Gardeners. 
     Wiregrass Master Gardeners enjoyed a 
different but very successful Fall Plant Sale. The 
plant sale was conducted over two weekends and 
was probably our best fall Sale ever.  The plant 
sale was conducted over two weekends and was 

probably our best Fall Sale ever. Because of our 
successful fundraising activities, we were once 
again able to provide funds to support the 
Landmark Park, the Dothan Area Botanical 
Gardens (DABG), Aunt Katie’s Community 
Gardens, the Auburn Scholarship Endowment 
Fund and Vaughn Blumberg Services.  
     We also enjoyed participating in Scarecrows in 
the Garden competition at DABG. There were five 
blue ribbons given, and WMGA won one for our 
Johnny Appleseed Scarecrow! It was the third blue 
ribbon for WMGA in recent years. The Holiday 
Decorating Workshop at Landmark Park was a 
great success. The pretty day allowed work 
outside. The decorations will be used for 
Landmark Park’s Victorian Christmas event. 

Scarecrow in the Garden at the Dothan Botanical Gardens. Photo by Phyllis Poole 
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