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AMGA PRESIDENT 
Michael Thomason  

 
    Hello Spring! 
I truly like this time of 
year. It’s a time of 
year of new birth. The 
soil is warming up and 
releasing her energy 
she has stored up dur-

ing the winter months. We see 
that in the flowers busting forth 
their colors and trees adorned with 
their buds and clothed with their 
leaves. Our gardens are taking 
shape and we anticipate the beau-
ty and bounty to come forth. 
     This is the message that went 
out to the membership March 16, 
2020.  
It is with great regret that we an-
nounce the cancellation of the 
AMGA 2020 Conference in Mobile 
(March 30-April 1, 2020) due to 
the continuing spread of COVID-
19.  We believe that cancelling the 
conference is the only possible 
action given these extraordinary 
circumstances and the average age 
of our Alabama Master Gardeners. 
We will NOT reschedule the con-
ference in Mobile for later in 
2020.   
     We must consider the health 
and welfare of our membership 
and follow the recommendations 
from Federal and State health offi-
cials. I regret this with all my heart. 
The days leading up to this deci-
sion were painfully agonizing for 
me.  I can’t imagine for the Mobile 

Steering Committee. I have worked 
with them for nearly three and a 
half years. I know the hard work 
they have put into it. Thank you, 
Judy Stout, Rene Reibling (Co-
Chairs), the steering committee 
and the Mobile County Master 
Gardeners for getting us to this 
point.  You did an outstanding 
job!! I hope and pray we never go 
through something like this again. 
Now my attention will be how to 
address the annual business 
meeting and awards ceremony. 
Hopefully details will be worked 
out soon! 
      I can’t wait on next year to see 
what Calhoun County Master Gar-
deners has in store for us! 
     I want to give a shout out to 
Sondra Henley (Advisory Council 
Chair) and Fletcher Harvey (Vice-
Chair). They have been doing a 
fantastic job!  I have been im-
pressed with attendance and par-
ticipation from the Advisory Coun-
cil membership. The February 
meeting was received well with 
the opportunity to participate in 
round table discussions. It will be 
exciting to see what comes from 
these round table discussions. Al-
so, Mary Howe provided excellent 
information on the due’s tracker. 
     May your spring bring forth a 
beautiful garden and a bountiful 
harvest for all to see and enjoy. 
 
Garden with Authority, 
Michael  
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AMGA VICE PRESIDENT 
Myra Lassere 
 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

     After years and endless hours of 
preparation, along with the many 
decisions faced in recent weeks with 
the threat of Novel COVID–19 virus, 
Mobile County Master Gardeners faced 
the challenges head-on and they are to 
be commended!        

     Spring has sprung and I hope all have managed to 
stay reasonably well! The birds, bees, butterflies, 
trees laced with pollen, flowers blooming and more, 
have announced their presence. Plans for my garden 
keep coming to mind. Alas, it’s a bit of a late start 
for me.  My thoughts have turned to landscape 
imbuing the French style, incorporating the colors, 
designs and plants of the Provence region.  This style 
of garden provides pleasure for the senses. French 
gardens usually spotlight green, my favorite color, 
and its many shades.  Herbs, hedges and foliage 
plants are standouts. To complement the green, I’ll 
add in plants with pastel blooms, plus one or two 

deep color accents – I am thinking blue planters, 
ocher chairs, yellow and green fabrics, a blue bottle 
tree (Mais oui) and terra cotta. There’s much to 
consider, maybe an olive tree, thyme, rosemary, 
lavender and tarragon. Perhaps the garden should 
be framed with boxwood, euonymus, laurel or 
viburnums. Even Citrus trees can play a role. Plants 
that are ubiquitous to Provence such as geraniums, 
roses, Crepe Myrtle, Louisiana iris, lavender and 
more, do well in our climate.  I’ve also thought 
about garden rooms taking advantage of the sun or 
shade.  Use stone, tables, chairs, statues, birdbaths, 
wood and plants as accents. A pergola planted with 
wisteria or climbing roses or a fountain provides 
interest and serenity.  Finally, a vase filled with 
aromatic flowers in soft pinks, purples, periwinkle 
and white, herbs and green foliage would be the 
“plat de résistance” on the small table near my 
rocking chair on the porch.  Flavia Weedn once 
remarked, “Some people come into our lives and 
quickly go. Some stay for a while, leave footprints on 
our hearts, and we are never, ever the same.”   
     
To Garden is to Believe in Tomorrow. 
 Myra 

AMGA AWARDS  
Devonne Ellis, Chair 
 

     Twenty-four associations ordered 339 stars for 
a total of $1,017, plus five badge replacements 
equal a total of $1,067. Our total was up by ten 
stars for a difference of $30.  
     It is encouraging to see associations ordering 
more stars this year. New advanced badges (gold 
and platinum) plus Advanced Badges (Lifetime) 
and Stars will be presented during the Business 
Meeting at our Conference.  
     My committee was very busy with the 
preparations for the annual awards. We have a 
great selection of nominees this year. There are 
nine nominations for Top Hours of the Year, three 
nominations for Gary Murray Outstanding Service 

and Dedication, two nominations for Mary Lou 
McNabb Alabama Master Gardener of the Year, 
and eight nominations for the Jean Lee Lifetime 
Hours award. 
     We had two submissions for newsletter awards 
in the 60 and above category. We had one 
submission for AMGA members with no website.  
     The presentation of the newsletter award and 
top hours award will be presented during the 
Annual Business Meeting. The Gary Murray 
Outstanding Service and Dedication Award, The 
Jean Lee Lifetime Hours Award, and Mary Lou 
McNabb Alabama Master Gardener of the Year 
Award will be presented during the Banquet. 
     Thank you to the associations who reward their 
members. An updated award list will be posted on 
the AMGA website after Conference. 
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AMGA COMMUNICATIONS  
Sue Khoury, Chair 

 
 

    Greetings, all!       
    As Master Gardener Volunteers, 
our primary mission is educating 
our communities about all things 
horticulture.  One of the most 
critical horticultural issues facing 

the southeast right now is the Crape Myrtle 
Bark Scale, a soft scale that can turn even the 
largest, most robust crape myrtle specimen into 
little more than a collection of blackened trunks 
with fewer and smaller blooms than 
usual.  Master Gardeners of North Alabama 
(MGNA) has formed a CMBS Task Force, which 
is focused on identifying, mapping, and 
educating home and business owners about this 
relatively new pest.  They’re collaborating with 
several different organizations, communicating 

with Auburn researchers, and reaching out to 
north Alabama garden clubs, business owners, 
HOAs, and others in an effort to map and 
ultimately predict its spread.  Please read 
Brenda Tapp’s article starting on page six. It’s 
very important that we all become well versed 
in CMBS so we can address our followers’ 
questions and concerns. 
     I’ve received two quotes for rebuilding our 
state website and I’m soliciting others, as I don’t 
want to “flip the switch” until the 2020 
conference is over and we can post all 
associated photos and documents.  Meanwhile, 
all submitted documents have been posted to 
the existing site. 
     Please: if you see me out and about , 
introduce yourself, tell me about what your 
association is doing, and let me know what 
you’d like to see on the future MGNA website! 

AMGA ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Sondra Henley, Chair 
     

     We had a very informative meeting in 
February. Our agenda covered associations 
signing up for QuickBooks courses, which will be 
offered in Cullman,  Chilton, and Pike Host 
Extension Offices. Robert  Page, a Jackson 
County Agent, will teach this course. 
     The attendees were offered options to sit at 
three Round Table discussions for an hour. 
These topics covered Distance Learning/Zoom, 
Fund Raising other than  Plant Sales, Member 
Retention, Participating with Surrounding 
Counties, Speakers and Honorariums.  
     Notes from these topics can be found at 
Alabamamg.org, AMGA Internal, Advisory 
Meeting Minutes, and you can select the topics 
you are interested in reading. Please note that 
all Advisory Council Minutes will be available as 
a draft online at the above online address. 
     Round Table Discussions were followed with 

a Crock-Pot Luncheon. Thank you to all who 
provided food and drinks. Also, a BIG thank you 
to all the Chilton and Autauga MGs that 
donated their time to be monitors and note-
takers, and to those who took care of the food, 
set up and clean up. 
     After lunch, Mary Howe, AMGA Membership 
Chair, gave a presentation on Dues Tracker to a 
full and appreciative audience. 
     Our next meeting will be May 5, at Petals 
from the Past from 10:00 am to 12 noon. Our 
Spotlight speaker will be AMGA President, 
Michael Thomason, presenting, “What does 
AMGA do for you?” Hopefully, the weather will 
be beautiful, and we can support Petals by 
shopping before going home. We are not 
charged for using their facility, so please 
support this business. 
     August 4 and November 3 are the remaining 
quarterly meeting dates for 2020, and Spotlight 
Speakers are TBA.  
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AMGA MEMBERSHIP  
Mary Howe, Chair 
 

     There is a continuing problem with the mailed 
edition of the AMGA Pathways newsletter being 
undeliverable to many active and lifetime 
members.  The primary cause appears to be 
incorrect or incomplete mailing addresses in Dues 
Tracker.  The contact information in Dues Tracker 
is pulled from registrations for the ACES Service 
Report, so those members who have incorrect or 
incomplete contact information in their Service 
Report record will not receive any postal mailings 
from AMGA.  Contact information in the Service 
Report record is easily updated by selecting “My 
Page” after logging on and “Edit My Contact Info” 

on the next page.  Any members who failed to 
receive a mailed copy of the winter edition of the 
Pathways should verify their contact information.  
Particular attention should be paid to the entry of 
the correct zip code.  Contact information should 
be updated any time there is a change.  If there 
are questions or issues regarding updating 
contact information, please send the information 
to amgamembership@gmail.com 
     If your association has not received 
membership cards for 2020 or needs additional 
cards, please provide a name and address for 
mailing to the AMGA Membership email address 
above. 
   
 

AMGA NEWSLETTER  
Patricia Peoples, Editor 
 

     I would like to take the opportunity to tell each 
person who has submitted an article for Pathways, 
that it is much appreciated. I have heard 
numerous times how Master Gardeners from 
other associations learn so much from what other 
counties are doing. Keep up the excellent work. 
My goal has been to get 100% participation on 
county submissions. The spring edition has all but 
two active counties. Maybe the Summer edition 
will include all the active counties.  Help me reach 
the goal. 
     Thanks to Patricia Patty and Carolyn Wade for 
helping us have a fabulous newsletter.  
 

     Please read Mary Howe’s article on the Dues 
Tracker and making sure your members will 
receive their 2021 Winter Pathways. 

 
 

 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
Be sure to see the Plant sale insert on page 11 
AC MEETING August 4 Petals from The Past 
                        November 3 
BOD meeting June 2 
Plant sales—check for cancelations  
Fall Seminar, September 17, 2020 

Always find a reason to laugh.  

It may not add years to your life,  

but it will surely add life to your years.  

 
Unknown 

about:blank
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AMGA PROJECT FUNDING 
Sheila Bolen, Chair 
 

     Project Funding was a great success this year.  The 
$10,000 budget was put to the test as 11 
associations applied to request a total of $22,114.  
Of the 11 applications received, eight were chosen to 
receive funds totaling $9,632.99.   Here are the 
Project Funding Recipients, their projects and funds 
requested: 
     Autauga County: $2,000.00 to be used towards 
replacing a 20-year old irrigation system in Prattville 
Garden. 
     Blount County: $608.99 to be used to purchase 
audio-visual equipment. 
     Calhoun County: $1,000.00 to be used toward the 
revitalization of an area of the Cane Creek 
Community Gardens. 

 
      Covington County: $1,200.00 to be used toward 
the purchase of laptop and A-V equipment. 
     Limestone County: $1,000.00 to be used toward 
greenhouse restoration/repair. 
     Marshall County: $871.00 to be used for MG/
CASA/Community Garden improvement. 
     Master Gardeners of North Alabama: $1,500.00 
to be used towards establishing a Demonstration 
Garden at Madison County Extension Office. 
     Tuscaloosa County: $1,453.00 to be used to 
increase the number of raised beds at UA Arboretum 
Community Garden for produce donation. 
     Thank you to everyone who applied and to the 
committee members – Tillie Morgan, Glenna Brown 
and Ann Scharko. 

 

AMGA TREASURER 
Roger Clarke, Treasurer 
 

     At this time, AMGA finances are very strong with a 
total of $185K in the bank, and no current liabilities. 
     The 2020 conference in Mobile has been 
canceled.  The COVID-19 virus is gripping the country 
with multiple event closures and recommendations 
for social isolation to minimize its spread. At the time 
I am writing this there have been no confirmed cases 

in Alabama. However, that can change in an instant. 
     The COVID-19 virus could have a significant 
negative impact on AMGA’s financial position. We 
will not know the impact, if any, until after the 
conference is held. 
     Your Board of Directors and the Mobile 
conference team are monitoring the situation closely 
and have our members well-being as their number 
one priority.  
 

SAVE THE DATE 
AMGA Annual Conference 

Calhoun County—April 22-22, 2021 
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THERE’S A NEW “BUG” IN ALABAMA 
Is It In Your Garden? 
Brenda Tapp, Master Gardeners of North Alabama 

 

     Have you heard about the new bug that is in 
Alabama? This new bug (Crape Myrtle Bark Scale 
or CMBS), a non-native insect that attacks crape 
myrtles, was first identified in Texas in 2004 and 
has now been verified in multiple locations 
throughout the south. It was verified in Baldwin 
County in 2014, in Madison County in 2017, in 
Lauderdale County in 2019, and Mobile County in 
2020. It has also been reported, but not verified, 
in Cullman County. As the presence of CMBS 
became more and more evident, a group of MGs 
was prompted to form a task force with the 
primary goal of educating fellow citizens on how 
to identify CMBS as well as steps to take to 
prevent and control it. Along the way, a secondary 
focus has become mapping locations throughout 
Alabama, where it has been verified.   
      CMBS typically lives and feeds on trunks, 
branches, and twigs but not on leaves of crape 
myrtles. It first appears as white or grey waxy 
crustations around pruning cuts and in the 
crotches of the trees. If you mash or prick one of 
these, it will bleed pink or red. If left untreated, it 
will cover most of the trunk and twigs of the tree. 
Nymphs produce honeydew, which results in 
black sooty mold covering branches, trunks, and 
leaves.  
     If you have crape myrtles in your yard (and 
don’t we all?), check them carefully. Look for the 
black sooty mold covered with white scales. Crush 
one or more of the scales to see if it bleeds pink 
or red. Don’t just look at the bottom of larger 
trees. CMBS may settle on upper branches first. If 
you plan to buy new crape myrtles this year, buy 
them from a reputable nursery and before 
purchase, check them carefully for any signs of 
CMBS.  Plant any new crape myrtles in full sun 
and keep them healthy by properly mulching, 
watering, fertilizing and pruning.  
     If, despite your care, your trees become 
infested, what should you do? An effective, but 
extreme,  solution  is  total  removal. If this is your  
 
 

decision, remember that debris should not be 
placed at the curb. It should be burned or buried. 
Another more labor-intensive solution is 
scrubbing the affected trunks and limbs with a 
soapy solution. Chemical controls (soil drenches 
using imidacloprid OR dinotefuran) also have 
proven to be effective. However, these chemicals, 
which should only be applied in very early spring 
when the first leaves are appearing, are 
neonicotinoids, which may be harmful to 
pollinating insects, so use them with caution.  
     For more information on CMBS or to send 
reports and photos of infestations in your area 
contact the MGNA CMBS Task Force at 
news@mginfo.org. 
 

 

CMBS scale on crape myrtles in Lauderdale County. Photo 
by Michael Thomason 

 

mailto:news@mginfo.org
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HOW TO GET THE WORD OUT 

 

 
Email, website, Social Media? 

There are currently many, many ways to communicate with your members. So, 

you have a meeting coming up, a Master Gardener Class, a Plant Sale, whatever; 

how do you let them know? I think our first and oldest way is by email. Most 

everyone this day and time has an email address. Also, most MG Associations 

have a website. Then there is Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.  

First, our president sends out a group email to the members announcing the 

upcoming event. If it is a public event, it is posted on our website with a photo/

poster and the announcement. It is also posted on our Facebook page.  Our 

Association also has a private closed group through Facebook for our members 

only. So, we normally post there also. Another thing about the closed group 

page is that it can be a little more personal, sharing extra plants, asking for a 

plant we need or want for our garden, reminders for meetings, things we might 

not want on our FB page.  

Some members don’t use Facebook at all, so they can find what they want on 

the website and through emails. Many others go to their Facebook page before 

they even check their email. They will see new posts there and on the closed 

group. So, my point is, nowadays, there is NO reason for anyone in our 

Association to say, “But I didn’t know about that!”  

 

Audrey Giles,           Chilton County MGA  
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HOSPICE OF THE VALLEY, DECATUR ALABAMA  
Article and photos by Vicki Morese 

 
     Hospice of the Valley is a community-based not-for-profit agency that provides care and support to 
residents of Morgan, Lawrence, and several other counties in North Alabama.  It is for those who are 
facing end-of-life care decisions, hospice care for those with life-limiting diseases, and grief support 
groups for anyone who has suffered a loss through death. Over the past twelve years, the Morgan County 
Master Gardeners Association, through the leadership of Rita Schick, 
has donated hundreds of plants to the patients of Hospice of the 
Valley. 
 

     In 2007, the Morgan County Master Gardeners Association had 
only a few outreach programs.  Master Gardener Rita Schick, and the 
director of Hospice of the Valley, Carolyn Dobson, also a Master 
Gardener, developed a program where Rita would select, propagate, 
and grow plants at the Master Gardener Greenhouse, and take the 
plants to the Hospice of the Valley office each month.  The Hospice 
of the Valley caregivers would then deliver them to patients during 
their visits.  Rita prepared gift cards to attach to each pot. 
 

     In 2010, Rita was diagnosed with cancer and began her journey 
with treatment. During her chemotherapy and radiation, MG Judi 
Owens helped to care for and deliver the plants to Hospice. In 2012, 
Rita was able to resume the delivery of the plants. 
 

     Over the years, we’ve been able to step up our hospice plants by 
providing uniform pots for all plants and increased the number to 
twelve plants a month. 
 

     Rita will propagate several types of plants each month in 
advance, depending on the mother plants available in the 
greenhouse, the season and holidays. Special consideration is 
given when selecting just the right plant for a Hospice 
patient’s room.   She will use small varieties like sedums 
because they are slow growers and can tolerate the warmer 
rooms the patients often have. She is careful to select plants 
that are not heavily scented or ones that grow to be large and 
need repotting soon. 
 

     Some of the plants Rita has used are Fairy fern, Bolivian 
Jew, coleus, shamrocks, strawberry begonia, jade, wandering 
Jew, spider plant and Kalanchoe. 
 

     Hospice of the Valley has a beautiful memory garden 
behind their office in downtown Decatur. The garden is a 
passive area with shade trees and flowerbeds, and the garden 
provides an area for those grieving to sit and reflect.  Master 
Gardeners Nancy Shannon and Carolyn Dobson volunteer and 
help maintain the garden with weeding, pruning, and planting 
annual beds.  
 

 

Rita in Greenhouse propagating 
plants for Hospice donations 

Nancy Shannon in the garden.  
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PLANT SALES: 
 
ETOWAH CO greenhouse sale, Friday, April 10, and Saturday, April 11. 
CALHOUN CO plant sale April 10-11. 
ST. CLAIR CO Plant sale Friday, April 17, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm and Saturday, April 18, 8:00 am to Noon.  Pell 
City Civic Center, 2801 Stemley Bridge Road, Pell City 35128. 
WIREGRASS Plant Sale is April 17 and 18. 
CHILTON CO MGA Plant sale is Saturday, April 18, 2020, at Goose Pond Park 8-12 pm.  
BLOUNT CO Plant sale, Sat, April 18 at the Oneonta Fairgrounds.  
COFFEE CO April 18, 2020, 10:00 am–4:00 pm by the Regions Bank Building Parking lot. 
MORGAN CO April 18, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm - April 19, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Point Mallard Expo Pavilion, 2901-C Point Mallard Circle, Decatur, Alabama Free admission, and free 
parking. Only cash or checks accepted. 
LIMESTONE CO will hold their plant sale on April 18 at Athens Middle School 
DEKALB MG plant sale Saturday, April 18, 7:00 am. VFW Building in Fort Payne 
CULLMAN plant sale April 18-19 at Saint Bernard Prep School. Strawberry Festival, May 1 at the Festhalle Farmer’s Market  
JACKSON CO  April 25

th
 @ the Jackson County Fairgrounds on Cecil St in Scottsboro - 

9 am to 2 pm.  
TUSCALOOSA CO Friday, April 24 and Saturday, April 25, Location: County Extension Office; 2514 7th 
Street, Tuscaloosa, 35401 
THE SHOALS April 24-April 25 in Florence at the Farmer's Market.  
TUSCALOOSA  Friday and Saturday, April 24 and 25.  Located at the Tuscaloosa County Extension office.  
MARSHALL April 25, 2020 at the Guntersville Pavilion.  
MASTER GARDENERS OF NORTH ALABAMA Annual plant sale, Saturday, April 25, Madison County Farm-
ers Market: 1020 Cook Avenue, Huntsville, Al 35801, Time: 8 am - 2 pm 
AUTAUGA CO April 25, at Village Gardens, Prattville. 
AUTAUGA CO will host the Fall Conference. Dates TBA 
CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA, (Elmore) May 2 which will be held at the Extension Center 
WALKER CO plant sale, may 16.  
LEE CO will have a Garden Tour the weekend after Mother’s Day, May 16-19. 
 

Please check with each county to see if their plant sale has been canceled! 
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 Gardening is GOOD for You! 

 

By the time you all read this (if you do read your Pathways), we hope to be thinking of hot summer days, 
and COVID-19 will be a distant memory. But this weird, unique winter season has me thinking of the 
many benefits of gardening. 

 

Gardeners are eternally optimistic (not a unique observation). By default, we have to be! We might 
plant a bunch of sticks (dormant shrubs) in fall and then faithfully expect flowers and/or foliage to 
appear 3-4 months in the future.  

In the same vein, gardeners are optimistic about the future and expect good things to happen. How 
many of us remember where every dormant flower is, and watch for it to reappear each year? My 
personal favorites are spider lilies (aka, hurricane lilies) that bloom every September/October. 

Gardeners are good neighbors who ask, “How are you doing?” or, “How can I help you?” We would 
not be so successful in our Harvest for Health, and many other Extension programs, without the 
tremendous support of you, the Master Gardeners.  

Gardeners share what they have. Have you EVER met a gardener who wasn’t trying to give plants 
away? Remember the old saying, though, never say “thank you.” Gardeners who grow vegetables 

are certainly prone to share their bounty…… especially if they grow squash. �   

Gardening is good exercise. Again, our Harvest for Health project is proving this in medical research! 
We bend, pull (or push), and stretch in almost every gardening activity.  

Gardening can reduce stress, but then again, I have seen gardeners fight over that last sale plant they 
both MUST have. Seriously though, the physical activity of gardening, often in an outdoor space, 
and with a single-minded presence in that moment of green, is relaxing. 

 

So, while this week/month of winter stress has many of us feeling frantic, or otherwise unhinged from 
our sense of normal, by the time this spring issue of Pathways arrives, we’ll be back to our usual daily 
patterns. And whenever we find ourselves feeling back to “normal,” I hope we’ll stop to remind ourselves 
how wonderful it is to be a GARDENER. And sometime near that reminder moment, share what you know 
with someone who doesn’t already know gardening. You’ll change their life. 

I love this quote from a Harvest for Health mentor, often used by Renee in her programs, who sums it up 
for me, “What can seem so simple in the sun, soil, water, and a seed can be a miraculous life-changing 
point.”  

 

We’re proud of the Master Gardeners who are faithful support to their local Extension offices and other 
local organizations. Thank you for everything you do! 
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Happenings 

 

 

AUTAUGA CO MGA 
Nancy Waggoner 
 

Why try to explain miracles 
to your kids when you can just have them 
plant a garden. -Robert Brault 
 
Since January 2018, every other Wednesday, 
ACMGA Advanced Master Gardener and former 
high school science teacher, Glenn Huovinen, has 
held gardening classes for sixth to eighth-grade 
students at Marbury Middle School.  In 
collaboration with science teacher Spring Brunner, 
the neglected outdoor gardening space at the 
school was completely refurbished to get it ready 
for use.   Seasonal vegetables and flowers have 
been planted, cared for and harvested by 
students.  It is a hands-on experiential learning 
program with goals of developing knowledge of 
where food comes from, appreciation of the 
environment, understanding nutrition for good 
health and acquiring basic knowledge of 
horticulture.  From outside dig-in-the-dirt 
activities to classroom presentations, students 
have been exposed to a variety of gardening-
related topics.  
     Several ACMGA members have pitched in to 
teach the students.  Debbie Boutelier’s Pizza 
Garden was a great topic for understanding where 

ingredients in pizza come from and for the actual 
experience of growing, harvesting and eating 
them in a pizza.  Charlie French, a beekeeper in 
Autauga County, presented a lesson on bees as 
pollinators.  Rita Nichols introduced students to 
plant classification, Bionca Lindsey taught 
nutrition; Sondra Henley taught composting/
recycling and Rose McCauley and Paula Seamon 
introduced vermicomposting.  Glenn Huovinen’s 
topics were: Carnivorous Plants, Invasive Species 
and Pollinators in the Garden. 
     Hopefully, successes with projects like these 
can boost confidence and self-esteem in young 
students and instill a love for the natural world. 
 

 
Marbury Middle School eighth-grade students proudly 
display their Pizza Garden signs. Photo by Glenn Huovinen 
 

One of the best ways to see tree flowers is to climb one  

of the tallest trees and to get into close,  

tingling touch with them, and then look broad. 

 
John Muir 

SPRING 2020 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/john-muir-quotes
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BALDWIN CO MGA 
Julian Walthall 
 

John’s Tomatoes 
 

     As Master Gardeners, we are fortunate to 
meet and work with other gardeners who know 
much more than we do and who are willing to 
share their expertise and practical experience. 
This is one of the great rewards of our program. 
One such person that we in Baldwin County were 
blessed to know was the late John Kitch.        
     John was a container gardening pro. Kitch, 
especially, was quite adept in growing tomatoes 
and often shared his insights with Baldwin MGs. 
Each year he would conduct a container 
gardening seminar and often it was on tomatoes. 
In addition, he developed a medium sized, 
indeterminate tomato that was suited for our 
very acidic soils, wet climate and challenging hot 
humid weather on the coast. 
     John had a special influence on one of our 
MGs, Elmer Vick. After John died, Elmer 
harvested the seeds from several of John’s 
Tomatoes. He then propagated plants from these 
seeds and, for the last two years, has been the 
opening presenter for our Tuesday night spring 
seminars in March. 
     Each evening Elmer brought tomato plants 
that he had raised, and much like John, talked us 
through the logistics of container planting, 
including crumbling up eggshells for calcium and 
adding a couple of tablespoons of Epsom salt for 
magnesium to encourage the setting of blooms. 
Several hundred John Tomatoes plants were 
provided each night for attendees, who 

numbered 100 or so each evening, to buy. 
     Elmer asked that all the proceeds be given in 
memory of John Kitch to the Mitchell Cancer 
Institute Fund for Excellence for cancer research. 
Last year Baldwin County MGs donated $795, and 
this year we will make a similar donation. 
     How wonderful it is to see Elmer Vick carrying 
on John’s legacy and providing so many of us the 
opportunity to grow John’s Tomatoes! Some 
exceptional and very conscientious people fill the 
ranks of MGs, and the public and active MGs are 
certainly inspired and encouraged by their 
example and efforts. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anyone who thinks gardening begins in the spring 
and ends in the fall is missing the best part  
of the whole year; for gardening begins in  

January with the dream. 

Josephine Nuese 

Picture of Elmer Vick.  
Photo by Julian W. Walthall 



 15 

BLOUNT COUNTY MGA  
Sherry Brewer  
 
     Members jumped into 2020, dodged rainy 
weather and braved the cold to disassemble 
decorations from the Palisades Park Holiday Drive-
Through where our display won 3rd place.  We 
welcomed twenty-two new 2019 MG graduates 
and awarded eight members STARS service hours 
recognitions.  Amanda Redmon heads “Bee A 
Gardener and Zoom into our Zinnia Garden” 
program, working with neighboring Jefferson Cty. 
MGs to promote the program and sign up novice 
gardeners. We are sad, yet so happy for Dan 
Porch, who retires April 1, after 37 years as an 
extension agent, our MG sponsor and friend. There 
will be a reception to honor him, Sunday, March 
22, with an open invitation to all.  
     Members are busy propagating, transplanting 
and repotting for our annual spring plant sale on 
Sat, April 18, at the Oneonta Fairgrounds. Member 
Noel Sanders offered his greenhouse, scheduling 
several plant sale work dates. Beginning in April, 
we meet at our new date and time, at 11 am on 
Mondays.  On May 5, members serve dinner to the 
local RSVP organization. RSVP is a small fundraiser 
and outreach that promotes gardening. Members 
voted to support a local Honor Flight Fundraiser 
for our community.  In June, we gather for an 

annual fish and chicken fry as a celebration and 
party for spouses and partners, and to enjoy time 
together as gardeners.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On a cold January day, a takedown crew disassembles 
holiday lights and decorations that won third place at the 
Master Gardeners Arboretum located in Palisades Park, 
Oneonta, Alabama. From left to right:  Janice Norris, Fran 
White, Patsy Adams, Amanda Redmon, Sherry Brewer, 
Andrea Choron, Deborah Harris, Steve Norris, President . 
Photo by Pate Brewer 
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CALHOUN CO MGA 
Sherry Blanton 
 
     Our Association had a terrific start for 2020. 
An Intern class of 24 eager students is learning 
the essentials of horticulture and getting involved 
in local projects. Two of our active MGs are 
facilitating the class. 
     Extension Agent Dani Carroll showed our 
group how to save and share seeds at our 
January meeting while we enjoyed a lunch of 
“comfort foods.” 
     Dr. Charles Mitchell visited the February 
meeting to present a program on the beautiful 
state flower, the camellia. With the Interns, we 
had more than sixty folks in attendance. Our 
membership chairman presented stars and 
badges to those who had earned them. Renee 
Thompson talked about a wonderful MG 
initiative, “Harvest for Health,” where volunteers 
work with cancer survivors to create vegetable 
gardens. 
     Spring brings a variety of activities. As we have 
for several years, we will assist the Calhoun 
County Extension Office with the April Earth Day 
event. We look forward to this fun-filled two days 
as 800+ children have a field trip to Cane Creek  
 

Community Gardens. Spring plant sales are 
around the corner. In April, our popular Lunch 
and Learn series returns with a program about 
trees. 
     Our home site, Cane Creek Community 
Gardens, continues to flourish under the 
guidance of a group of dedicated Master 
Gardeners. There is always a new project in the 
works. 
     I hope the last of winter is kind to all the 
gardeners! 
 

 
Our Board of Directors at their first official meeting 
Left to right: Gary Lawson, Linda McDaniel, Skeeter Sims, 
Linda Wakefield, Myra Gann and Judy Shew. Photo by 
Sherry Blanton 
 

CAPITAL CITY MGA 
Mary Eleanor Hines 
 

     The Capital City Master Gardener Association 
ended 2019 with an annual Christmas luncheon, 
the graduation of Interns, three awards of 
achievement, installation of 2020 officers and a 
silent auction that helps our organization fund our 
day trip in the following year.  The luncheon is 
always a huge success and well attended.  This 
one was no exception. 
     Our 2020 Intern class of 38 has begun.  It is the 
largest Intern class in the history of Montgomery 
County.  Our current 2020 membership is 150, 
which includes the 17 new Interns having just 
graduated. 
     We continue important project work in Blount 

Park, Montgomery Botanical Gardens, Rose-
Morris House, Shakespeare Garden and Museum 
of Fine Arts Entrance Garden and Lilly’s Garden, 
all showing signs of early Spring growth and 
beauty.   
     Helpline, which offers valuable information to 
the public, begins in March.  
     Planning on the 2022 conference continues 
almost daily.  Member Anne Carr won the logo 
contest:  Behind the Garden Gate.  Individual 
conference events will be planned around this 
theme. 
     Two graduating Interns have written gardening 
articles in the BOOM magazine, a widely known 
publication in the Montgomery area.  These 
articles on different gardening topics are an 
informational source of reaching out to the public. 
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CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Iva Haynie 
 
     Rain, rain, go away and come again another day - maybe 
in July and August when we will likely be begging for some of 
this water. 
     Fun things happen when Master Gardeners make 
everything garden related. In February, our association 
participated in the Wetumpka Mardi Gras parade. Our float 
was decorated with a garden theme, and the 17 participants 
tossed seed packets as well as candy and beads to the 
public. 
     There were 56 attendees at the February Lunch and 
Learn where Eric and Elizabeth Leatherwood presented a 

program on House Plants. In March, Lee and Amanda 
Borden will talk about Gardening with Climate Change. 
     March brings a plethora of activities. There will be a 
Learning Garden workday, a propagation workshop, a craft 
day to make items for the upcoming plant sale, our regular 
meeting with a program by Dr. Charles Mitchell on Garden 
Tillage, as well as all our ongoing activities at the Governor's 
Mansion, Lanark, etc. 
     We are planning ahead for this years plant sale which will 
be held on May 2 at the Extension Center and promises to 
be a gala event. June and July's plans are to make flower 
vases out of cans, with the seniors using natural materials to 
decorate them. 
     It will be exciting to see what the rest of the year brings. 

CHEAHA MGA 
Debby Mathews 
 

     Plants of the Bible and bee hotels were featured at the 
March Cheaha Master Gardeners meeting. Master 
Gardener and environmental enthusiast, Carol Wright, 
helped us build bee hotels from hollow reeds, PVC pipe, 
wooden block, clay, sand and mesh, and Ann Jones had a 
variety of plants mentioned in the Bible for display. Aloe and 
anemone were two of those plants. 
     Meanwhile, the bird of the Month series of lessons at two 
schools in Cleburne County continues with Mary 
Humphries, Debby Mathews and Ann Jones leading the 
way.  March’s  bird  was    the    Eastern   Bluebird.   Visits   to   
 
 

 the schools’ bluebird nest boxes made this lesson especially 
“real” to students. Lessons will continue in April and May 
with the wren and the Carolina chickadee. 
     Other activities for the spring were a workday at the 
Pleasant Grove School bird blind, and a spring plant sale. 
Serviceberry and nandinas were planted at the bird blind to 
provide good berry sources for birds. 
     Looking toward summer, the Cheaha MGs got the 
community demonstration garden planted and refurbished 
the pollinator garden. When the summer feeding program 
bus comes to the County Extension office during weekdays, 
the garden will provide a bountiful teaching opportunity for 
us! 
 

 
 

The Cheaha MG demonstration garden had lots of oak 
leaves incorporated as mulch into their garden. Shown 
working are two volunteers. Photo by Debby Mathews 
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CHEROKEE CO MGA 
Tillie Morgan 
 
     The Cherokee County Master Gardeners were awarded 
a $1,000 AMGA Grant a couple of years ago and used 
these funds to begin a partnership with the City of Centre 
and its downtown merchants to beautify downtown 
Centre. So far, 29 pots have been placed and planted. 

     This Master Gardener project has been a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with community leaders and 
increase the Master Gardeners' visibility in the community.  
Already, merchants have received positive comments from 
customers.  Now an array of colorful plants are greeting 
visitors to our city.   City councilperson, Kay Davis, chair of 
the city beautification project, is hoping people will “come 
to our city, not through it.” 

CHILTON CO MGA 
Susan Cleckler 
 

     Our new year has started with an Intern class!  We are 
very excited to welcome them to our “family.” Chilton 
County has been fortunate to have a class for the last two 
years. We have worked hard on getting the word out and 
raising the profile of the Master Gardener Program in 
Chilton County. 
     The Chilton County Master Gardeners 2019 award 
ceremony always signals Spring is right around the corner. 
We want to recognize Lee and Wally Walters, our 2019 
Master Gardeners of the Year.  The award says it all! 
     With the warmer weather, it is always a hectic time of 
the year for CCMGA.  We are looking forward to our Spring 
Plant Sale in April.  We have been busy identifying, digging 
up, potting and labeling all of our plant material for the sale. 
We hope to make this an annual fundraiser.  
     After the plant sale, we will be busy with our continuing 
Thorsby Elementary School Project. This Spring, we have 
constructed two 4x8 raised beds that will be added to the 
area.  The kids will be planting pollinator beds for the 
summer. Stay tuned, more exciting things to come out of 
Thorsby! 
     We will have Interns from other counties tour our 

Demonstration Garden and will host a Field Days program 
with the Clanton Preschool kids.  
     I feel blessed to work with so many wonderful people.  
We all have a common goal and that is to make CCMGA a 
success! 

 

Gardening has not been canceled.  
 

 

 

Saying from Garden therapy                                                                                                                                                                                   gifs from DreamTime.com Fair Use 
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CLAYBANK MGA 
Debi Breedlove 
 

 

     The Claybank Master Gardeners from Dale 
County, have taken advantage of the cool winter 
months to plan and enjoy several educational 
opportunities.   
     A program called “Gardening without Chemicals,” 
was presented by Greg and Carole Lolley from 
Covington County MG. The couple, who live in 
Crenshaw County, own Mayim Farms.  Mayim is 
Hebrew for water and in the early days of their 
farm, they used hydroponics as a growing 
technique.  They have since transitioned to an 
interesting Tunnel House growing.  In addition to 
growing vegetables and plants, the Lolleys are in a 
statewide field trial for turmeric.  Participants in the 
2019 Fall MG meeting in Locust Fork heard a 
program on turmeric trials.   
     Other programs included “Ferns,” presented by 
Lisa Ennis, Wiregrass MG. 
     Bence Carter, Alabama Extension System 
Regional Extension Agent for Wildlife, helped many 
of us learn how to control horrible moles, voles and 
armadillos. He offered help and encouragement for 

ridding our property of the pests, which constantly 
keep grass and beds destroyed in SE Alabama. 
     Our recent Lunch and Learn was on Home 
Chemical Safety. Dr. Sonja Thomas, Alabama 
Extension System, presented an informative 
program about how to safely use – and NOT use –
pesticides and herbicides in our homes and gardens. 
     Several members of the CMG participated in a 
USDA/NRCS Outreach Meeting workshop in Ozark.  
Mary Beth Shaddix is well known for her articles in 
Cooking Light, Southern Living, Garden and Gun, 
HGTV.com and The Old Farmer’s Almanac.  She and 
her husband own and operate Maple Valley 
Nursery, a wholesale business near Birmingham.  
Her topic was “Edible Gardening:  Creating a 
Colorful Edible Garden.”  Using photos from her 
home and business, she informed participants about 
little-known edibles, ornamentals and companion 
plants we can grow in South Alabama. 
     Plant Sale 
CMGs have planted seeds gifted to us from a local 
retail establishment.  Plans are to sell the seedlings 
at a Claybank sponsored Plant Sale in Downtown 
Ozark on April 4, in conjunction with the Ozark 
Crawdad Festival.  This will be the first plant sale the 
group has held in a couple of years. 

COVINGTON CO MGA 
Ann Scharko 

          

 
 
 

     Greg Lolley, a Covington County Master 
Gardener, received his Advanced Master 
Gardener Certificate at the March meeting. 
At the same meeting, we also had a 
presentation on Harvest for Health by Donna 
Bateman, a Master Gardener who has been 
in the program. She told of her experience 
with Harvest for Health, both joys and 
hardships. Her presentation generated 
other's interest in participating. 
     The Covington County Master Gardeners 
enjoy their monthly meetings, which include 
lunch and a presentation. Each member 
researches a topic then presents it to the 
group. 
 
 

L-R: Congratulations to Greg Lolley, on receiving his 
Advanced Master Gardener Certificate presented by 
Lucy Edwards. Photo by Ann Scharko 



 20 

A friend is one who overlooks your broken fence and  
admires the flowers in your garden.  

 

           anonymous- purelovequotes.com  

CULLMAN CO MGA 
Jennifer Underwood 
 

     Hear ye, hear ye! The Cullman Master 
Gardener program recently made the front page 
of The Cullman Times in an article announcing this 
year’s MG training classes, which are currently in 
session. The favorable article put many of the 
CCMGAI’s outreach and volunteer activities in the 
spotlight, including community, display, 
demonstration and school gardens; our county 
fair participation, project planning and 
collaboration in many continuing education 
programs. 
     Some of the exciting education classes held 
over the last several months were: Living 
Landscapes (a monthly series regarding 
sustainability in your back yard), Planting and 
Growing Fall Vegetables, Using Natural Elements 
in Christmas Décor, Native Woody Plants, Pruning 
and Care of Tools, Herbal Products, Hydroponic 
Gardening and Freeze-Drying Techniques, and 
Raised Bed Gardening. Most of these were hosted 
at the North Alabama Agriplex, while others 
followed the monthly Master Gardener meeting 
at the Extension office. 
 

     Probably our most expansive educational 
outreach is the County Fair, where we always 
reach huge crowds. Here, we answer various 
gardening questions, distribute extension 
circulars and collect contacts for our annual 
training classes. The last fair theme was, “I wish I 
had known this when I started growing 
hydrangeas.” Fresh and dried hydrangeas 
heralded the colorful display during the Fair, 
which ran from October 3-12. 
     Coming up, we’d like to broadcast the 
following plant sales: the Bloomin’ Festival, April 
18-19 at Saint Bernard Prep School (this is our 
largest fund-raiser) and the Strawberry Festival, 
May 1 at the Festhalle Farmer’s Market. Come 
see us! 

The Cullman County Fair Booth. Photo by MG Ellen Hall 

Spring rain 

leaking through the roof 

dripping from the wasps' nest. 

 

               - Matsuo Basho  
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DEKALB CO MGA 
Mary Franks 

 
     For several years the DeKalb Master 
Gardeners have partnered with the local 
Extension Coordinator, Lori Wheeler, and the 
ARC houses and clients to develop fifteen 
garden beds at six sites. As rewarding as this 
project has proven, any project requires periodic 
review or revision. 
     This year the project’s coordinator, Stanley 
Sims, has initiated a new pilot project at one site 
with several beds. After researching DIY 
publications and websites, Stanley has 
completely renovated the beds using “reservoir 
irrigation.” One of the goals is to allow water to 
collect in the bottom of the lined bed with 
appropriately placed drainage holes, with the 

anticipated less frequent need of having to 
water the garden bed.  
     The DeKalb Master Gardeners will hold their 
annual plant sale on Saturday, April 18, starting 
at 7:00 am. The sale will be at the VFW Building 
in Fort Payne. Come see the variety of hundreds 
of plants offered. 
     We’re excited about our summer Lunch and 
Learn Workshops! On Thursday, May 7, the 
presenter  from Lines Orchids of Chattanooga, 
TN, will share years of experience growing 
orchids. On Thursday, June 4, the presenter will 
be Jeff Bennett from Bennett Nurseries of 
Huntsville. The workshops will be held at the 
Fort Payne Iron and Coal Building, starting at 
11:00 am. Come join us for the gardening 
information, social interaction and the snacks! 

If a healthy soil is full of death, it is also full  

of life:  worms, fungi, microorganisms of all 

kinds ...  Given only the health of the soil,  

nothing that dies is dead for very long 

 

-  Wendell Berry,  The Unsettling of America, 1977 

EAST CENTRAL MGA 
Shelia Bolen 
 

     Rain, rain, go away – at least for a little while!  

We at East Central Alabama are getting anxious 

to get out in the gardens, be they home or 

community.  The Wedowee Elementary School 

Garden is growing under the guidance of Valerie 

Morris and all the wonderful volunteer gardeners 

from East Central Alabama MG, the Wedowee 

Garden Club and community volunteers.  There is 

a new principal at the elementary school who is 

very eager to get the kiddos into the garden, so 

it’s lots of fun and a teaching experience for 

everyone.  This spring, we plan a garden 

expansion, which will give us twice the school 

garden we now have.  Our gardening efforts at 

SIFAT (Servants in Faith and Technology) are 

growing in leaps and bounds.  We recently added 

a water feature that will be planted with water 

iris and provide erosion control.  In March, we 

have a hypertufa workshop planned and look 

forward to “playing in the mud!”  Our Spring 

Plant Sale will be May 2, 2020, at Kiwanis Park in 

Wedowee, so if you find yourself in the area, 

come on by – all our plants are “homegrown!” 
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ETOWAH CO MGA 
Carol B. Link 
 
     A new 2020 Master GardenerTraining Program began in the 
auditorium located at Etowah County Cooperative Extension 
System, on January 28, with students from Etowah, Cherokee 
and Calhoun Counties in attendance.  A total of 23 participants 
are registered, the majority of whom are from Etowah County. 
The instructor for the class is Rhonda Britton, Alabama 
Cooperative Regional Extension Agent. Regina Ford, a new 
Etowah County Master Gardener, is serving as a facilitator for the 
class. 
     Work is ongoing in Etowah County Master Gardeners 
Association, Inc.’s greenhouses to prepare for the Association’s 
annual greenhouse sale, which is scheduled for Friday, April 10, 
and Saturday, April 11. In addition, several Master Gardeners and 
one MG spouse have built new tables for one greenhouse and 
completed some repairs on two of the association’s greenhouses. 
     Beginning in April, the Horticulture Helpline housed in the 
Alabama Cooperative Extension System office will begin 
operation for the year, with area Master Gardeners staffing the 
phones and answering horticulture questions. The service will be 
ongoing until September. 

      In 2018, a group of Etowah County Master Gardeners 
participated in Ag-Day, which was held in Hokes Bluff.  In 2019, 
several Etowah County Master Gardeners had volunteered to 
participate in Ag-Day, but the event was rescheduled for May 
2020, due to inclement weather. 
 

 
 

     A total of twenty-three area students are registered for the 2020 
Etowah/ Cherokee County Master Gardener Training Program at the 
Etowah County Cooperative Extension System Office, in Gadsden. 
Rhonda Brittan is the Regional Extension Agent in charge of the new 
class. Photo by Carol Link 

JACKSON CO MGA 
Bill Caudill 
 

     Our latest body of Officers and Board members are Lilly Noble, 
President; Bill Caudill, Vice President; Kim Johnson, Secretary; 
Cynthia Smith, Treasurer. Board members are Donna Hawkins, 
Jason Shelton, Stacey Woods, Diane Blizzard, Lois Horton, Pat 
Schwichtenberg, and Gary Bullock. We wish them well. 
     On February 5, Janet Boothe presented her Day Lily program. 
This should help us with replanting and caring for the lily beds at 
the Jackson County Park, which we have in progress. 
     March 5, we were informed about the latest in “Crepe Myrtle 
Bark Scale” by Alice Lawler, Madison County Master Gardener. 
     Our Annual Plant Sale will be April 25 at the Jackson County 
Fairgrounds on Cecil St in Scottsboro—9 am to 2 pm.  
     The maintenance and revitalization continue on the Jackson 
County Park trails and flower beds, each Wednesday and 
Thursday morning from 7:00 am until we quit. 
     Our 2020 Master Gardener Class of 16 Interns, from several 
area counties, is proceeding well each Wednesday through the 
end of April.  
     Our Right of Way Workshop has been changed to June 10. 
 
 
 
     

     We welcome you to join us on the first Thursday of each 
month at Jackson County Senior Center, Scottsboro. We meet at 
10:00 am for coffee, a program, and business.  
Happy Spring! 

 

 
Some of us at the 2019 Plant Sale are left to right, Jason 
Shelton, Donna Hawkins, Tom Gallagher, Kim Johnson, Marsha 
Hambrick and Sharon Bell. Photo by A Forestry Service person 
 



 23 

JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 

     Jefferson County Master Gardeners got 2020 
off to a great start at our January meeting with an 
exciting and informative discussion of the Harvest 
for Health Program, a very special program from 
ACES that JCMGA has been vitally involved with 
since its beginning in the two thousand-teens. 
     February saw many stars fall on Jefferson 
County, Alabama…and badges…and a few jewels 
for good measure. One hundred four stars of 
various metallic hues were awarded along with 
nine gold and platinum badges, a ruby star 
(Fletcher Harvey) and two emerald stars (Pat 
Cosgrove and Linda Systrom). Combined, these 
accounted for a bunch of earned volunteer hours! 
     The accompanying pot-luck lunch was, as 
usual, a great success. This annual treat serves to 
prove that Master Gardeners are not only 
outstanding volunteers but are also wonderful 
cooks. 
     In March, Jere Trig made the trek from Spanish 
Fort to share his considerable knowledge of 
African Violets. He brought along beautiful plants 
that certainly put to shame any of the treasures 

from my grandmother’s windowsills. 
     Our 2020 Conference is on the near horizon. 
Travel safely. We’re looking forward to seeing 
everyone in Mobile. 
 

 
 
Emerald Award recipients, Pat Cosgrove (left) and Linda 
Systrom admire one of Jere Trigg’s spectacular African 
violets. Photo by Fletcher Harvey 

LEE CO MGA 
Shelley Aistrup 
 

     Lee County Master Gardener Association will 
host its sixth Annual Native Azalea Sale at the 
Dean Road Recreation Center, 307 South Dean 
Road, Auburn, AL 36830, April 4, from 9 am until 
Noon or until sold out. On hand will be 300-400 
Native Azaleas, in one gal ($10) and three gals 
($20) sizes. There will be various colors with 
varying bloom cycles. 
     LCMGA will host the 2020 Spring Stroll, the 
biennial garden tour fundraiser on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 16-17. Whether you are interested 

in native plants, colorful flowers, outdoor living 
areas, attracting butterflies, pollinators or 
wildlife, this tour has something for every garden 
enthusiast.  The gardens range from classical to 
cottage, traditional to relaxed, Southern to 
Japanese-inspired, colorful to serene green, 
formal to informal, garden rooms to lake views. 
For ticket information, visit 
https://www.leemg.org/. 
     The previous editor of our quarterly 
newsletter, David Peterson, passed away recently 
and we are still sorting out contact information. 

about:blank
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LIMESTONE CO MGA 
Carol Knox 
 

     The Limestone County Master Gardeners are busy 
working on our greenhouse and grounds.  Since the 
greenhouse is located next to a greenway, we have 
planted a wildflower garden and placed a beautiful 
bird feeder to provide the walkers with a sample of 
what we do.  A perennial safe place has been 
established to winter over any perennials that have 
been donated for our plant sale.  And, speaking of the 
plant sale, our members are busily propagating and 
preparing plants for sale.  Our workshop schedule has 
been a great success necessitating a move to a larger 
facility.  February’s “Gettin Dirty at the Library” was on 
getting fit for gardening.  Carol Wood, one of our 
members, gave a wonderful talk and demonstration.  
March’s “Gettin Dirty at the Library” was also given by 
one of our members.  Karen Malone talked us through 
what wetland ecosystems are and how important they 
are to us.  With the Coronavirus pandemic overtaking 

any plans we may have made; we should remember 
that being outdoors in our own yards is a good way to 
combat stress.  Our gardens will love us for it. 
 
 

 
Karen Malone is giving a talk on Wetland Ecosystems.  Photo 
by Carol Knox 

MARSHALL CO MGA 
Elaine Benzio Hild 
 

      Great News, the CASA Garden will receive a grant 
for $871.00.  Thank you, Kathy Barnes, for writing our 
grant request. 
     The CASA garden volunteers have harvested over 
10,800 pounds of vegetables. Only one hundred 
pounds of sweet potatoes were harvested, so we are 
looking forward to May 19, 2020, when Dr. Ed Sikora 
from Auburn will come to speak at our meeting about 
Nematodes.  
     Marshall County Master Gardeners received a 
plaque for help provided during the Farmer’s City 
Week breakfast and banquet. Our Marshall County 
Master Gardener of the Year: Elaine Benzio Hild. Our 
Marshall County Most Volunteer Hours of the Year: 
Harry Williams. 
     We had three Interns who received their MG 
certification and also earned their bronze star.  They 
are Colleen Hunkapillar, Jo Drueen, and Tom Lithgoe.  
Jo Drueen was named Intern of the year.  
     We also welcomed a transfer from Blount County, 
Nikki Johnson. She also earned a bronze star. Five 
students attending the Master Gardeners’ class in 
Jackson County are from Marshall County and we are 
looking forward to them joining us. 

     Agent Eddie Wheeler announced, surprising us all, 
that he will be retiring the end of the year, 2019. 
Our March meeting, Creating the Outback Garden for 
Birds by Herb Lewis, had to be put on hold until the 
coronavirus crisis is sorted out. 
     Our plant sale is April 25, 2020, at the Guntersville 
Pavilion.  
 

 
 
L to R: Colleen Hunkapillar, Jo Drueen, Tom 
Lithgoe, Nikki Johnson, received their bronze 
stars. Photo by Linda Widner 
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MASTER GARDENERS  
OF NORTH ALABAMA  
Ann Tippie 
 

     We have started the year with some great workshops. 
Extension Agent Allyson Shabel presented Worm Beds and 
Haybales on January 16 at the Alabama A&M Agribition Center. 
Who, besides Master Gardeners, would want to hear about 
worm beds and hay bales? It was a very interesting 
presentation. Our first Lunch & Learn this year was Planting for 
Pollinators on February 11. This is a subject near and dear to 
every Master Gardener. On March 17, Extension Agent Rhonda 
Britton presented Home Mushroom Propagation at the Winfred 
Thomas Agricultural Research Station in Hazel Green. Some of 
our future workshops include Backyard Beekeeping, Native and 
Invasive Plants, Fall Flower Arrangements and Planting Bulbs for 
Spring.  
     We have some great field trips planned for the year, including 
a seven-acre private garden with trails and waterfalls on Lake 
Martin, Dismals Canyon, and a hydroponic lettuce farm in Arab. 
     Our Crape Myrtle Bark Scale Task Force has been hard at work 

alerting the residents of Madison County about this new “bug” 
and recommending the proper treatment. 
     We are off to a great start with what will be a fantastic year! 
 

 
At the Planting for Pollinators lunch and learn on February 
11, Melissa Kirkindall talks about planting for 
hummingbirds. Photo by Patty Cowart 

MOBILE CO MGA 
Carol Williams 
 
     Mobile County Master Gardeners celebrated in December.  
Eight Interns were certified at the December Annual Awards 
Banquet.  Also, Linda Kloter (2015) was named Mobile’s Master 
Gardener of the Year.  Linda is MCMG’s Treasurer and is active in 
many of our projects: the AMGA State Conference Steering 
Committee and co-chair of our annual Greenery Sale held the 
first weekend in December.  The sale generated 623 volunteer 
hours for planning committee members and added $6,785 to 
our Scholarship Fund.  
     The Charles Wood Japanese Gardens of Mobile, 
mobilejapanesegarden.com, offers new opportunities for 
MCMGs.  Directed by Don Fry (2019), MGs will plant and 
maintain cherry blossom trees.  MCMGs also enjoy planting our 
spring gardens, led by Marsha Stolz.  The gardens produced 828 
pounds of food in 2019 that was donated to charity.   
     Our Board chose 2019 president, Martha Brown, as our 
January Master Gardener of the Month, and Julie Conrey, 
Greenery Sale chair, for February.  Our March MG is Judy Stout, 
who co-chairs the AMGA Conference steering committee, along 
with many other ways she invigorates our organization.   
     Jack LeCroy announced the MMGA website at  
mobilecountymastergardeners.org/.  It includes information for 
the public as well as links to our calendar.  Please check it out! 

     This just in:  Due to the threat of CoVid19 to the health of our 
members and guests, the state AMGA Conference in Mobile 
must be canceled.  The Mobile County Master Gardeners have 
worked tirelessly for thousands of volunteer hours over several 
years to prepare for your visit.  This series of events saddens us, 
but we hope and pray that you all stay well and follow 
instructions to ensure your health and safety.  We will see you in 
Calhoun County next year. 

        

L-R, Ellen Huckaby, ACES advisor, with Linda Kloter (2015), 
Mobile’s Master Gardener of the Year. 
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MORGAN CO MGA 
Kay Dye 
 
     The Morgan County Master Gardeners have elected 
new officers for 2020.  They are President: Susan 
Ledbetter, Vice President: Norris Johnston, Treasurer: 
Cecelia Adams, and Secretary: Aileen Russell. 
     Our Master Gardeners have been extremely busy 
finishing up the construction of our new greenhouses, 
installing irrigation in them, and filling them up with 
plants.  We were forced to make an expensive move in 
2019 from the Morgan County Fairgrounds due to the 
sale of the property.  But after much hard work, we 
are functioning and busily getting plants ready for the 
next plant sale in April.   We have three greenhouses 
that our hard-working Master Gardener guys have 
mostly constructed.  We are hoping that our plant sale 
in our new location at the Point Mallard Pavilion will 
be as successful as our past sales have been.  The 
funds raised at our plant sale will help us defray some 

of the huge moving and construction costs that we 
have incurred. They will also help us continue our 
programs for the community.  Spring, here we come!   
 

 
Our new officers: Left to right, Cecelia, Norris, Susan and 
Aileen. Photo by Kay Dye 
 

PIKE CO MGA 
Elaine Knight 
 
The Pike County Master Gardeners are excited about 
the new year and have begun working on old and 
new projects for 2020. The officers and committee 
chairs met in January and discussed the main project, 
that being the April plant sale at Troy Fest. This is the 
largest project of the year, and the members of this 
committee begin working on it in February. 
     Another ongoing project is working at the Pike 
County Museum. Projects include the Herb Garden, 
the Spring Planting Program, and the Three Sisters 
Garden. The gardeners teach students about planting 
during the Colonial era. 
     Other ongoing projects are Harvest for Health, 
House of Hope, and Tree Planting at the Rex Center. 
This year a Memorial Committee will be organized to 
honor the memory of any deceased member. This 
year the gardeners will honor Willie Scott, who was 
an active member of the Pike County Master 
Gardeners. 
     In the fall, the gardeners will take part in the Pike 
County Fair to hopefully draw new members, and 
work with the Treasure Forest to encourage people in 

and around Pike County in tree planting. 
     The gardeners discussed various topics for 
program presentations to be held at their monthly 
meetings. Topics are Seed saving, Pesticides in the 
garden, Winterizing the garden, A passion for roses, 
and Forcing bulbs. Various field trips were also 
discussed. So, as you can see, 2020 will be a very 
active year for the Pike County Master Gardeners. 

 

The 2020 Planning Committee Meeting. Standing:  Debby 
Carpenter, Elaine Knight, Sitting: Kaye Jinright, Nell Haigh, 
Judy Griswold, Leigh Calk, Cathy Jorgensen. Photo by a 
Master Gardeners friend.  
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SHELBY CO MGA 
Kate Vogel 
 

      For our Valentine's Day meeting, Shelby County Master 
Gardeners had a great time making dish gardens for ourselves 
and our valentines. The SCMGA provided soil, rocks, charcoal 
and moss while a local nursery provided succulents at cost. 
Members donated containers, plants and decorative items.   
     During Arbor Day at Montevallo's Recycling Center, February 
29, SCMGA members set up a table to answer gardening 
questions and to promote our next class, which begins in August. 
     We cleaned out our raised beds in the Montevallo Seed-to-
Table Community Garden in preparation for spring gardening. 
     SCMGA had its March meeting yesterday.  We were the first 
group that Olivia Barone has spoken to as the new Sustainability 
Coordinator for the City of Montevallo.  She focused on buying 
products that can be reused instead of thrown away and how 
we, as gardeners, can reduce our trash footprint. 
     In April, we plan to take a field trip to Pursell Farms in 
Sylacauga and we will hear a local hemp farmer in May. 

 

       
Some of the dish gardens made by Shelby Co Master Gardeners. 
Photo by Rebecca Poskey 

 

SHOALS MGA 
Cynthia Kershaw 
 

     The Shoals Master Gardeners began the year in 
January by recognizing the outstanding Master 
Gardeners in our association at our Awards Day 
Program.  Our new Intern class started on January 21, 
with 21 students.   We had our version of “Tool Time 
with the Master Gardeners,” for our February 
program.  Five of our gardeners presented a program 
on the favorite tools they use in their gardens and why 
they like using them.  They also provided gardening 
tips for our members and entertained us along the 
way.  
     The programs for the upcoming months will be very 
informative.  We are always looking for new ways to 
garden, and Justin Murphy will tell us about Vertical 
Farming and Aeroponics at the March meeting.  Renee 
Thompson will also give a short talk about the Harvest 
for Health program.   In April, Troy Marden, from the 
Volunteer Gardener, will be speaking to the 
association about better varieties of plants for our 
gardens.   Our local Alabama Forestry Agent, Andy 
Baril, will be the guest speaker at the May 
meeting.  Peggy Hill, a former writer for the Alabama 
Gardener, will present “Hot Plants,” a program to 

provide us with information on the latest and greatest 
plants for our garden.   Plans are being made for a trip 
to the Cheekwood Botanical Gardens in Nashville in 
May to tour the gardens and see the Chihuly blown 
glass exhibit. 
     The Shoals Master Gardeners Plant Sale will be April 
24-25 at the Farmer’s Market in Florence.  
 

 

Tool Time with the Master Gardeners. Left to right:  Peggie 
Lazenby, Lynn Wilson, Donnie Daugherty, John Norton, and Foy 
Persell.  Photo by Wray Dillard 
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ST CLAIR CO MGA 
Pam Garrison 
 

     Gardening has been extremely challenging this 
year. We are experiencing the wettest winter on 
record and my spongy ground is certainly 
evidence of it. It is time to be preparing our 
shrubs and flower beds for their yearly displays 
and it is quite difficult to do any work in the yard. 
     At our January meeting, we gathered in our 
committees and worked on plans for the year. It 
is nice to have so many of the Interns from our 
last Master Gardener class, who are now official 
certified Master Gardeners. They bring fresh 
ideas and skills to our organization. The 
committee planning was infused with their input 
and the year is going to be exciting. 

     February was a busy month. On the seventh, a 
record-breaking number of volunteers met at the 
St. Clair County extension office to prepare the St 
Clair Co Extension newsletter for mailing. Because 
so many people came together to get the job 
done, we finished well before lunch. February 18 
was our first Lunch and Learn for the year. Dani 
Carroll talked on composting and we were 
reminded of how important it is to feed the soil. 
A meeting for Pell City’s Gateway Garden took 
place on February 20. Our MG meeting was on 
February 27. We had a favored instructor, Mike 
Rushing, who spoke on pruning. Following the 
meeting, we pruned numerous roses around the 
Civic Center. 
     The focus now is preparing for our plant sale 
on April 17-18. 

TUSCALOOSA CO MGA 
Wanda Smith 
 
     We are all itching to get outside to plant and 
play in the dirt.  Until this rain decides to fall 
upward instead of down, we will be making mud 
pies!  Despite the gloom and rainy days, we’ve 
had good attendance for our monthly meetings 
and our volunteers haven’t slowed down.   
     Volunteers continue working at UA 
Arboretum, West Alabama Hospice, and at our 
monthly Ask A Master Gardener info table at the 
local farmers market.  Sailaja Reddy, Ann Hewitt 
and Intern, Joni Junkin, helped prep and hand 
out trees provided for the Arbor Day Tree 
giveaway at Tuscaloosa River Market.  
Volunteers worked many hours throughout last 

year to produce over 450 pounds of food 
donated to the West Alabama Food Bank.   
     Programs at our monthly meetings thus far 
have been great, with many more interesting 
ones on the schedule.  At our January program 
we were instructed how to clean, winterize and 
store our garden tools.  Our February program 
was presented by Cheryl Rolf, who had many 
colorful photos of her yard art and gave us a lot 
of ideas on how to make our own.   
     All are welcome to join TCMG for our monthly 
meetings on the second Tuesday of each month.  
We meet at the Tuscaloosa Co Extension 
auditorium at 5:30 pm for a potluck supper with 
a program following.      
     Our annual plant sale is on April 24 & 25 at 
the Tuscaloosa Co Extension auditorium. 

I love spring anywhere,  

but if I could choose  

I would always greet it in a garden. 

- Ruth Stout 
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WALKER CO MGA 
Barbara S. Higgins 
 

     Spring is around the corner, as evidenced by this 
single, beautiful, blooming buttercup flaunting its 
glowing yellow pedals.   
      Last year, the Walker County Master Gardeners 
Associations raised-bed project failed to yield the 
amount of produce we expected.  Most of the 
produce was eaten by four-legged deer or gathered by 
a two-legged dear (individuals) who apparently 
thought “community garden” meant just that.  This 
year, the Walker County Master Gardeners 
Association has decided to plant the beds with 
beautiful flowers, which should help with pollination 
as well as beautification!   
     Our yearly plant sale will be May 16, so we are busy 
getting our plants ready.  We are also planning to 
make a trip on the last of June to the apple orchard.   
     Our members are looking for ways to encourage 
younger people to become involved in our 
organization.  Any ideas would be much appreciated. 
 

 

A single, beautiful, blooming buttercup (Daffodil) flaunting 
its glowing yellow petals. Photo by Vickie Murray 

WIREGRASS MGA  
Chuck McManus 
 
     The Wiregrass Master Gardeners have been very 
busy getting ready for spring. We have an excellent 
Intern group that started class in January and has 
been extremely active. Also, in January, we had an 
interesting and well-received seed swap at Landmark 
Park. Master Gardener Barbara Jowers, did an 
outstanding job putting the seed swap together. 
     The Lunch and Learn program for 2020 is off to a 
great start with excellent, well-received programs on 
pruning and plant propagation. 
     The pruning workshop organized by Tom Boyle at 
Landmark Park was a great success!  The roses, 
Confederate Rose, hydrangeas, pomegranate, 
beautyberry, as well as the fig and pear trees and 
grapevine arbor around the Waddell Farmhouse were 
cut back and cleaned up.  The roses especially 
received a face-lift:  bricks which had settled into the 
earth around each rose bush were once again 
uncovered and realigned.   
     Landmark Park’s Living History Program with Kids in 
the Garden continues to provide invaluable lessons 

for school-age children.   And it is fun for us as well!  
Master Gardeners work in the Kitchen Garden and 
provide information to the visiting public.  
     Our Plant Parents are in full swing, getting ready for 
the Spring Plant Sale in April.  This will be our Twenty-
fourth consecutive plant sale and hopefully, our best. 
 

Master Gardener Chuck McManus teaching Lunch and 

Learn Class on Plant Propagation. Photo by Jan Shirley 
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