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 Spring 2019 

Pathways 

     AMGA PRESIDENT 

Catharine Maddox (Cathy) 

 

 

     Hello - Goodbye! 
     I greet you in the awakening of 
springtime, and I bid goodbye to you 
as my term as President comes to an 
end.  I sincerely thank you for a 
wonderful, productive two years as 
your President.  We have 
accomplished a great deal together 
through diligence, harmony, and 
friendship.  I can only list a few in this 
space. 
     Each of the officers who served 
with me did a remarkable job. Michael 
Thomason, VP, has traveled the state 
to help with conference planning and 
help locals communicate more 
effectively with the board. Rose 
McCauley has masterfully captured 
the letter and the spirit of our 
meetings with skill and dedication.   
     I must praise the unselfish action of 
Jim Whitson, who stepped up and 
accepted the call when our previous 
treasurer resigned. Jim worked with 
me to achieve several reforms and 
improvements in our financial records 
and initiated methods that will benefit 
AMGA for years to come. Jim’s 

steadfast attitude and attention to 
detail is a great asset to Baldwin 
County MGA and AMGA.   
     Even though we find ourselves in 
need of a new Webmaster and a new 
host for our website, we 
accomplished a significantly improved 
AMGA website through the hard work 
and skill of Rita Forrest, AMGA 
Webmaster.  We will all miss Rita (and 
envy her) as she moves to Florida.   
     And I must acknowledge Frieda 
Romanchuk who stepped in when 
Brenda Tapp resigned due to family 
illness. Not only did Frieda agree to 
serve on the board but also accepted 
the assignment to chair the 
Communications Committee.  Frieda 
has worked diligently to guide and 
support the various factions of that 
committee and to revise the Local 
MGA Handbook.    
     Through all my interactions with 
MGs, I am very pleased to find a 
vibrant spirit of community and a 
continuing dedication to volunteerism 
and learning.  I leave my term as 
President with no doubt that AMGA is 

poised to achieve great things, 
serve great needs, and continue to 
grow in number and increase our 
impact on local communities and 
the state of Alabama.   
 
     God Bless You All, 
 

      

State Advisor 
Kerry Smith 

State Master Gardeners  
Program Coordinator 

334-844-3036 
Cell 334-329-1051 

smithkp@auburn.edu 
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2019 AMGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Sondra Henley 
 

     At the February 28, 2019 meeting of the 2019 
Conference Volunteers, anticipation was building 
as Tracey Britnell, a Petals from the Past employee 
and conference tour speaker drew the winner's 
name from the early registrants.  Alice Broome, 
Registration Chairman, holds the bag for 
Tracey.  And the winner of the Early 
Registration  is..... 

 
Laura Fields from Tuscaloosa MGA! 

 
                                        

 

 

 

         

           

COME JOIN US! AMGA CONFERENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 8, 9, & 10, 2019 

Left to right: Tracey Britnell and Alice Broome. 

Photo by Audrey Giles  
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2020 AMGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE – MOBILE CO MGA 
Carol Williams 

 

     Come to Mobile next spring for Gardening with 
2020 Vision hosted by the Mobile County Master 
Gardeners, March 30-April 1.  The conference 
location will be the modern Renaissance 
Riverview Plaza Hotel which overlooks beautiful 
downtown Mobile and the waters of the Mobile 
River and Mobile Bay beyond.  A corner room on 
one of the top floors is recommended.  You will be 
close to the entertainment district of Mobile and 
other educational and interesting venues around 
sparkling Mobile Bay.  Only a short drive to Five 
Rivers Delta Resource Center where five Alabama 
rivers converge, and boat tours are offered in the 
most diverse natural culture in our country.  
Nearby, the Battleship USS Alabama Memorial 
Park with its Aircraft Pavilion and Stop #29 of the 
Alabama Coastal Birding Trail will entertain for 
hours.  Just over the Bay, the historic Blakely Park 
in Spanish Fort also offers   river   tours  and  a   
protected  Civil    War battlefield.  It will be the 
season to enjoy the blooms of 250,000 azaleas, 
hundreds of roses and many other plants on the 

65 acres of Bellingrath Gardens, a few miles 
south.   
     Come early for the Festival of Flowers at 
Providence Hospital.  Conference activities begin 
Monday morning, March 30, with our opening 
speaker, Jim Martin, education director at 
Charleston Parks Conservancy, and an organic 
farmer who offers food shares to families and 
restaurants in his locale.  Other activities and 
speakers will be offered throughout our three 
days together.  Save the date! 

         Designed by Marian Watts 

AMGA AWARDS 
Devonne Ellis 
 

    Moneywise, twenty-five associations ordered 
329 stars for a total of $987, plus two badge 
replacements equal a total of $1,007. Our total 
was up 14 stars for a difference of $42. Now is a 
good time to order replacement badges (gold or 
platinum) for those who need them. Your cost is 
$10.00. Contact me ASAP. 
     It is encouraging to see associations ordering 
more stars this year. New advanced badges (gold 
and platinum) will be presented during the 
Business Meeting at our Conference. 
     Our committee is very busy with the 
preparations for the annual awards. We have a 
great selection of nominees this year. There are 
nine nominations for Top Hours of the Year, two 
nominations for Gary Murray Outstanding Service 
and Dedication, three nominations for Mary Lou 

McNabb Alabama Master Gardener of the Year, 
and six nominations for the Jean Lee Lifetime 
Hours award. 
     We only had two submissions for newsletter 
awards in the 60 and above category. We had 
hoped adding the extra category would pique 
interest, but it has not. The awards committee will 
consider looking at judging content on the 
association’s web page in the future. 
     The presentation of the newsletter award and 
top hours award will be presented during the 
Annual Business Meeting. The Gary Murray 
Outstanding Service and Dedication Award, The 
Jean Lee Lifetime Hours Award, and Mary Lou 
McNabb Alabama Master Gardener of the Year 
Award will be presented during the Banquet. 
     Thank you to the associations who reward their 
members. Join us at the 2019 AMGA Conference 
in Clanton, and see if your nominee wins. 
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AMGA NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
Fletcher Harvey 

 
The AMGA Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following slate of officers for consideration 
at the 2019 AMGA State Conference in Clanton. 
 
Michael Thomason, Shoals           President 
Myra Lassere, Baldwin County  Vice President 
Sherilyn Osborne, Blount County           Secretary 
Sheila Bolen, East Central Alabama          Director At Large 
Sue Khoury, North Alabama                          Director At Large 
Katherine Musso, Jefferson County Nominating Committee 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Fletcher Harvey, Chair, Jefferson 
 Jim Harris, St. Clair 
 Paula Seamon, Autauga 
 

See Winter Pathways 2018-2019 for the bios of the above slate.  alabamamg.org  

 

Sheila Bolen, East Central Alabama—Director At Large 

     Sheila and her husband Jackie 
moved to Alabama in 2011 after 
she retired from a  20-year 
nursing career, which included 
ten years of Travel Nursing 
around the US including Hawaii, 
Alaska, Florida, Texas, Michigan, 

the US Virgin Islands and two years in the 
Marshall Islands on Kwajalein Atoll.  She started 
her MG training in 2012 and was certified in 
2013.  She served as Secretary and Project 
Coordinator of ECAMGA from 2013 through 

2018.  In addition to being a past secretary, she 
remains the editor/publisher of ECAMGA’s 
newsletter, is their AC Rep/Alt Rep since 2014, as 
well as the Pathways reporter since 2013.  
Growing up in Houston, TX, she was not exposed 
to much gardening but has readily gained a lot of 
friends and knowledge since becoming a Master 
Gardener.  Sheila earned her Gold Badge in 2015 
and her Platinum in 2018.  Sheila’s skills include 
gardening, ceramic painting, needlework, sewing, 
quilting and “putzing” on her computers.   

IMPORTANT DATES 

AC MEETING—APRIL 30 at SHELBY COUNTY EXT OFFICE 

2019 AMGA ANNUAL CONFERENCE—CLANTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER in  
CLANTON, AL on May 8, 9, & 10.  
 
BOD MEETING—JUNE 4 at PETALS FROM THE PAST 
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 AMGA COMMUNICATIONS 
Frieda Romanchuk 
 
     HELP WANTED!  Alas, in our very own Pathways, 
a Help Wanted ad. Hopefully, by Pathways 
publication, this will be a moot need. The AMGA 
needs a website coordinator; coordinator, not the 
webmaster.  If you are comfortable with WordPress 
and know how to attach and remove files, fliers, 
and photos to and from a website, you are who we 
seek.  The website maintenance is no longer 
involved as we have a small business handling that 
part of the website.  The website hosting is also 
secured for three years.  We are initiating criteria 
for the website that will involve posting only twice 
monthly to the site. The website coordinator will no 
longer receive information and feel pressure to post 
it immediately.  The postings must be sent to the 
website coordinator in the format of the criteria to 
be found on the website. The website coordinator 
will not be responsible for editing or formatting; the 
way an item is sent is the way an item will be 
posted. Items that are on an immediate need-to-
know basis can be accomplished by sending the 
information to the AC chair for an email ‘blast.’  
     Housekeeping! The LMGA Handbook was on 
schedule to be completed by the end of March, to 
be reviewed/edited  by the AMGA BOD in April, and 
replace the 2011 Handbook on the website before 
the conference.  Some of the major items that were 
in the Handbook have already been placed 
independently on the website: Awards and Reach 
for the Stars, Project Grant Funding, ACES MG 
Search for Excellence Award, etc. These are areas 
that can and do get tweaked rather often.  The 
Handbook is now more basic information that 
should not change over a minimum five-year time 
frame.   
     Last, the AMGA BOD is like the local associations.  
We need volunteers to function.  Local associations 
need volunteers to function.  The situation of a few 
people doing the majority of the work leads to burn 
out.  A good conversation to have locally and at the 
Advisory Council meetings would be ‘how to lessen 
the total load so that our memberships won’t be 
afraid to volunteer for the ‘housekeeping chores’!  I 
read one person’s comment that s/he “just want to 
be members.”  Being members for that person 
involves being an AMGA BOD member, Pathways 

Reporter, local newsletter editor.  A smaller 
association, yes.  But, I’m betting that this person 
represents many throughout the state’s MGAs. Be 
an active member, not just a dues-paying number.  
 

AMGA PROJECT FUNDING  
Phil Gatlin 
 
     Project Funding Committee for this year was Jim 
Allen, Morgan; Phil Gatlin, Cullman; Sondra Henley, 
Chilton; Myra Lassere, Baldwin.  
     The Project Funding budget for this year was 
$7,500. The Project Funding Committee was able to 
award two grants. The following associations are 
the grant recipients:   
     Lee County Master Gardeners Association - 
Intersection landscape design and planting as part 
of City of Opelika revitalization project  - $500. This 
project is a collaboration of the Lee County Master 
Gardeners, the City of Opelika, Keep Opelika 
Beautiful, and the students of Opelika Public 
Schools. The project will improve the landscape of a 
neighborhood that was recently revitalized and 
increase the pride of homeowners and the public as 
they see Master Gardeners at their best. Lee Co 
Master Gardeners will be designing the plan, 
supervising construction, and teaching Opelika 
Public school children as they plant the garden. 
     Morgan County Master Gardener Association - 
Greenhouse relocation and remodeling - $2,240. 
Morgan County Master Gardeners have been asked 
to leave their current greenhouse location. 
Fortunately, the City of Decatur has given the 
Morgan County Master Gardeners permission to 
move into and use two city-owned greenhouses. 
However, they are in poor condition. The grant will 
be used to refurbish the larger greenhouse which 
will support all of Morgan Co Master Gardener 
activities. Activities include seeding, planting, and 
growing plants for the community, and the annual 
plant sale fundraiser. Master Gardeners from three 
counties use the greenhouse for weekly educational 
purposes. The greenhouse is a great tool for 
recruiting, training and keeping new members. 
     The committee would like to thank all who 
submitted applications and encourage associations 
to consider submitting applications for next year’s 
grant money. The Board would like to support 
many more local MGA projects.  
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AMGA NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Patricia Peoples 
 
     Concerning the Winter Pathways edition, there 
were sixty-one people that for one reason or 
another did not receive their newsletter. You can 
make sure to receive yours if you keep your 
information updated. Each county has a dues 
tracker, but you are responsible for keeping your 
information updated. Either you can update it or 
ask the member of your association in charge of 
the dues tracker to update the information for 
you.  
      Go to alabamamg.org and on the right-hand 

side of the page in GREEN, you will see AMGA  
INTERNAL - scroll to ACES Service login, enter  
your email address and password, then that will 
take you to a welcome page - on the far right you 
will see MY PAGE, then choose EDIT MY 
CONTACT INFO - and there is where you make 
your address change. Please be sure to save the 
changes. 
     Also, on the same page, there is a place to 
enter your photo, interest in volunteering, and 
gardening interest. My Volunteer Interests and 
My Gardening Interests .  It would be helpful to 
fill in that information . 
 

http://cliparts101.com/free_clipart/48046/Gardening 

AMGA MEMBERSHIP 
Mary Howe 
 

     AMGA membership on March 1 totaled 1,530 
(1,446 active and 84 lifetime.) Some local 
associations are not posting dues payments in the 
Dues Tracker database, and some are not sending 

dues payments to the AMGA Treasurer leading to 
inaccuracies in the membership records.  Each 
local association should have one or more 
members with Dues Tracker access. If access or 
changes are required, please submit the 
information to amgamembership@gmail.com.  

We come from the earth.  

We return to the earth.  

And in the between,  

we garden. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

-Anonymous  

http://alabamamg.org/
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From The State MG Program Coordinator  

 

What is the Value of a Volunteer? 

The activity of volunteering has great value. Volunteers gain satisfaction and a sense of accomplishment 

by serving others. They build relationships that continue these benefits into the future, and they support 

organizations that cannot survive without their efforts.  

The difficult part is finding a measure to report the value of volunteer activities. The Independent Sector 

values volunteer time in Alabama at $22/hour. It is based on the average salary of an employee doing 

those same jobs within our state… but I think there is a lot more to our story.  

How volunteers add value to horticulture: 

Promoting and planting urban trees – They save $31/month in electric bills at a home with 17% shade 

cover and save up to 60% in repaving costs for shaded streets 

Promoting and planting pollinator habitats – They increase fruit crop production up to 50%  

Promoting, growing, and donating vegetable produce – This increases access to fresh, nutritious food 

and saves money (an average $2/pound, retail price)  

Sharing and promoting indoor plants – They increase relaxation and reduce blood pressure, reduce 

sick days at work and school, improve students’ test scores, shorten hospital patients’ recovery 

time  

Promoting city landscapes – They save municipal costs associated with water treatment, water runoff, 

infrastructure expansion and maintenance, and air quality, and increase the livability of a city  

Helping with street planters – They increase the number of retail shoppers and lengthen shopping 

time 

And more!… 

Every year, I struggle finding the perfect way to communicate how vitally important our Master Gardener 

program is. You teach, promote, and show people horticulture. It’s easy to multiply your statewide hours 

times $22… but recently I wondered – is there a greater program valuation measure in your voice, you the 

volunteer?  

How volunteers add value to an Extension program: 

By using Extension in everyday conversation, and/or promoting themselves as Extension ambassadors.  

Our Extension leadership is listening. We need you to play an active role, helping us ensure a lasting Ex-

tension network. Alabama Master Gardeners are valuable assets to Alabama. Don’t you agree?  

 

 

 

334-844-3036 
smithkp@auburn.edu     
 

mailto:smithkp@auburn.edu
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Happenings 
Spring 2019

AUTAUGA CO MGA 
Nancy Waggoner 

     Autauga County Master Gardeners have had 
the honor and pleasure of partnering with Chilton 
and Shelby Counties in planning and hosting the 
2019 AMGA Conference to be held at the Clanton 
Performing Arts Center in May. Members of the 
conference steering committee, comprised of 
Master Gardeners from all three counties, have 
created what promises to be a most interesting 
and enjoyable conference.  
     Our annual Plant Sale scheduled for Saturday, 
April 27, may be held in a different location than 
in the past.  Look for us at the Prattville Farmers’ 
Market where gardeners can browse among a 
wide variety of plants, shrubs, and trees as well as 
the wonderful odds and ends found in our 
Country Store.  The Prattville Farmers Market is 
conveniently located off Doster Road just a few 
blocks from Main Street. 
     Prattville is home to Wilderness Park, the site 
of giant oriental bamboo and other varieties of 
plants, including one of Alabama’s largest beech 
trees. Recently, Hayes Jackson, Urban Regional 
Extension Agent, whose knowledge of plants is 

legendary, endeavored to identify the different 
species of bamboo in the park.  From his work, 
our association has provided signage throughout 
the park, labeling the bamboo species for visitors. 
Wilderness Park is listed as a suggested side trip 
for the AMGA Annual Conference. Come and see! 

      The sign for Prattville Farmer’s Market at the  
Grove. Photo  by Nancy Waggoner 

To grow a little garden is the labor of the ages. 
--Robert Blake-- 

28 November 1757 – 12 August 1827 
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BALDWIN CO MGA 
Julian Walthall  

     Baldwin County Master Gardeners began 
2019 by welcoming 27 Interns who are a lively, 
talented group of folks already volunteering in 
many capacities, and who conscientiously 
attend their required seminars under the 
leadership of MG Pam Tucker. We were 
represented at seven locations throughout the 
county for Arbor Day, and loads of trees were 
given away; often with helpful planting 
recommendations by MGs. Each Tuesday night 
in March we continued our highly successful 
Spring Seminars under the leadership of Tanys 
Waldron. Our first night we had 112 people in 
attendance. The topics are varied such as 
Making Bee, Butterfly, and Bat Houses; 
Vegetable Gardening in the City; Landscaping 
101; The Five Styles of Japanese Gardens; Sweet 
Talk—Growing Stevia; Possums—Mother 
Nature’s Clean-Up Committee; and Growing the 
Best Plants.  
     We were actively involved with Mobile 
County MGs at the Providence Hospital Festival 
of Flowers March 21-24 in Mobile with Luanne 
Matson as our coordinator. Selena Vaughan is 

our point person for our much anticipated 
Master Gardener Plant Sale April 3, 4, 5 at 
Weeks Bay Reserve south of Fairhope. We will 
be emphasizing native plants as well as annual 
plants, vegetables, and herbs. Plans are also in 
the making for our Garden Walk 2019 on May 4 
when eight gardens in the Foley-Magnolia 
Springs area will be open. Marilyn Mannhard is 
our chairperson for this event. 

Even as the Earth turns into Spring, 

Angling its torso towards the sun, 

So like birds our hearts begin to sing, 

Touched by time as tides by moonlight run, 

Ebbing as faith faces the long night, 

Returning with the laughter and the light.  

Permission granted to use this poem by Nick. Copyright by Nicholas Gordon. https://

www.poemsforfree.com 

     Donna Greene (closest on the left) and Terri Wallace 
(second on the left) were two of many Baldwin MGs 
preparing for Daphne’s Arbor Day. Photo by Julian Walthall 
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BLOUNT CO MGA 
Sherry Brewer     

     Blount County MGs won first prize for an outdoor 
drive-through Winter Holiday lights, and decorations 
show at Palisade Park; and donated toys, and money 
to the Blount Ct. Children’s Center. Gold name badges 
were awarded to Susan Hagen and Betty Warren. 
Glynnis Adams takes the position of the scrapbook 
historian coordinator. After many weather-related 
delays, members beautified the bare entrance to the 
Vera Vaughn Covered Bridge at Hayden Elementary 
School, securing and planting shrubs, and perennials. 
(Harold Deason brought a power plant auger needed 
for the rocky terrain!)   Now, park goers see a 
welcoming front entrance. Members worked the 
Groundwater Festival for all fourth graders in the 
county during February. Our annual plant sale is 
Saturday, April 20 at the Oneonta Agri-Business 
Center. We are already working hard securing 
speakers, door prizes, decorations, gathering 
volunteers, and committees to host our 2019 Annual 
Fall Seminar Gifts from the Garden.  Another spring 
beautification project is at TLC Healthcare in Oneonta 
with plantings for residents and visitors to enjoy.  

Finally ready for print after many long and dedicated 
hours by Susan Hagan is our chapter’s history from our 
1993 beginning. Our speakers continue to impress 
us, such as past ACES agent Doug Smith, and travel 
writer and gardener Verna Gates. Finally, we look 
forward to our June Fish Fry Picnic at a local park to 
mix and mingle, and of course eat and talk 
“gardening.”  

Blount County Master Gardeners Beautify the Covered 
Bridge at Vera Vaughn Park, Hayden, Al. Left to right: Roy 
Adams, Glynis Adams, Pattie Screws, Patsy Adams, Sarah 
Pass, Nell Mozley, Sherilyn Osborne, Amanda Redman, 
Sherry Maddox.  Photo by Harold Deason, MG 

CALHOUN CO MGA 
Sherry Blanton 

     Our Association awarded Reach for the Stars pins 
to fifteen members at our February meeting; Mike 
Limerick and Jim Wakefield will receive gold badges, 
and Janet Evans and Linda Schiff will receive platinum 
badges at the AMGA Annual Conference. 
Congratulations to these hard-working 
volunteers. Two Master Gardeners provided an 
exceptional program on birds at that meeting. Their 
photos were accompanied by a chorus of delightful 
bird sounds. 
     Our Cane Creek Community Gardens Greenhouse 
Gang is busily propagating plants in our newly 
completed greenhouse, built in memory of Sherron, 
the wife of our president Dick Pritchett. 
     Our Cane Creek volunteers are preparing the 
grounds for our Earth Day event in late April. We will 
host 1,000 area school children on a knowledge-
based outside field trip; dozens of Master Gardeners 
will be there sharing in the fun and the learning. 
     Volunteers at the 4-H Tree Amigos Master 
Gardeners project had their yearly plant sale on April 
13 at Cane Creek Community Gardens. The volunteers 

used the proceeds of their sale to sponsor the 
horticultural program for the female residents at 
Coosa Valley Youth Services. As usual, they had an 
array of unusual plants which the volunteers grew in 
their greenhouse with the help of the residents. 
We wish each of you a beautiful spring! 

     Master Gardeners receive Reach for the Stars Pins. 
From left to right: Don Crow, Linda Williams, Angela 
Brewer, Jennifer Gann, and Susan Gibbons. Photo by 
Sherry Blanton 
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CAPITAL CITY MGA 
Mary Eleanor Hines 

     Capital City Master Gardener Association ended 
2018 with our annual Christmas luncheon and 
silent auction. We enjoy “shopping” at the auction 
which allows us to pay for the bus on our spring 
trip. We made $1,305. Officers for 2019 were 
sworn in, and outgoing officers were also 

recognized. Seventeen graduating Interns were 
presented with certificates, and Intern Ann Carr 
received special recognition for having 
volunteered 526 hours. Member Ruth Padgett 
received the President’s award, Carolyn-Love 
Dorsey had earned 2,493 Life Time Hours, and 
Janice Jackson was awarded the Volunteer of the 

Year with 560 hours. 
     It was announced that 143 members have paid 
dues for 2019. Our monthly News Letter, The 
Prairie Mud, is always complete and informative.      
     Our helpline began on March 4, and plans are 
underway for our biggest annual fundraiser. 
     Many stars and badges have been awarded with 
Cathy Maddox receiving the Ruby Star. We 
continue our successful and well attended monthly 

Lunch and Learn events which are held downtown.  
     Our   speakers’   bureau   chair   gets   requests 

from different organizations for a member to speak 
on a gardening topic. We will have new video 
equipment for speakers in the near future, adding 
ease for transport and presentation purposes. 
     Our gardening projects will pick up as spring 
arrives. We will continue with work in our 
Botanical Garden, Rose Garden, and Lily’s Garden. 
We also have volunteers who help in the 
Shakespeare Garden. 
     We have a new class of 20 Interns who not only 
get outstanding training from qualified instructors; 
they also are provided with a delicious lunch on 
the day of their class. 

     Our 2019 officers are L to R: Katherine Poole, Secretary; 
Margaret Cully, Treasurer; Janelle Diggs, Vice President; 
and Janice Jackson, President. Photo by Ruth Padgett 

CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA 
Elmore County 
Iva Haynie 

     The best-laid plans do not always work out. We 
changed our venue for the Lunch and Learn 
programs, but after only one meeting at the new 
site, we had to change back to the Extension center 
after a tornado destroyed the new location. We are 
so thankful no lives were lost during the storm. 
       The January Lunch and Learn program was 
Starting Seeds Indoors by Mallory Kelley with 44 in 
attendance.  In February, Dr. Charles Mitchell 
discussed growing Camellias, and in March we 
learned about Hummingbirds, presented by Mr. 
Fred Bassett. 
     At our regular monthly meetings, our programs 
included a presentation on Camellias in January by 
Mr. Ken Rodgers, and in February, Caylor Collins 
did a presentation on E.A.T. South.  In March our 

program was on African Violets by Susan O'Conner. 
     One of our projects for the year is training a 
group of Master Gardeners to make Fairy Gardens. 
They will in turn, teach senior citizens at Fain 
Senior Center how to make their own.  We are 
gearing up for our spring plant sale the first 
Saturday in May.  Some Fairy Gardens are planned 
to be among items for sale.  Field trips are planned 
for spring and early summer. 
     We have our on-going projects at the 
Community Learning Gardens, the Governor's 
Mansion, Lanark, the Wetumpka Middle School, 
the Millbrook Farmer's Market, and Stubborn Old 
Gardeners.  Of course, we will man the Help Line 
again this season.  We have no Interns to step in 
this time, so it will fall entirely to Master Gardeners 
to get the job done. 
     So with all the projects needing attention, we 
must all step up to the plate and do what we do 
best; VOLUNTEER. 
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CHEAHA MGA 
Debby Mathews 

     Cheaha Master Gardeners have been 
accumulating signs, tools, and equipment over 
the past twelve years, and the Extension office’s 
basement has been filling up because of that. 
Thanks to the county hospital board and the 
Cleburne County Commission, we now have a 
large potting shed for all our belongings. With a 
fresh coat of paint and the addition of shelving, 
the shed is almost ready to use. A back door to 
the shed is the finishing touch to be added, and it 
will provide easy access to the community garden 
next to the Extension office. President, Ann Jones 
invites everyone to stop by when you are in the 
area and see the CMG potting shed. 
     For our next project, the CMGs are 
contemplating a demonstration rain garden. We 
thank   Calhoun   County   CEC   Dr.  David West 
for suggesting   that,   and   in  advance,  we thank  

Certified Rain Garden planner/ REA Dani Carroll 
for her guidance. 

     The Cheaha Master Gardeners Get A Useful Gift. L to R:

MG Steve Jones and, CMG president, Ann Jones. 

》》》》》○《《《《《  

CHEROKEE CO MGA 
Linda McDaniel 

     I want to thank past-President, Barry Kerr, 
and the retiring board for their leadership over 
the past two years. Barry presented me with a 
“gavel” to help lead the association. I think all 
MG Presidents should have a weeder as their 
gavel. 
     We started the year off great with two 
wonderful speakers. Kay Davis spoke about the 
Downtown Centre Beautification project, and 
Matt Woodfin provided a very informative 
program on the functions of the Alabama 
Forestry Commission. 
     Cherokee Master Gardeners are very excited 
that we have five Interns taking the MG Course 
this year. 
     Ruth Hall has graciously agreed to be our 
Helpline Coordinator. The Master Gardener 
Helpline opened in March 2019. Eric Shavey 
created a Helpline work station in the Cherokee 
Extension Office where we will be answering the 
phone. I, for one, think I will like the Helpline 

being in Centre rather than going to the Etowah 
Extension Office. 
     Billy McDaniel gave out Stars and recognized 
Badges at our February meeting. 
Congratulations to all and thanks for your 
volunteer work. Along with the benefit our 
projects provide, the recorded hours are utilized 
in justifying the resources expended by ACES to 
educate and train Master Gardeners. 
     I love spring. I have many plants popping out 
of the ground, and I hope that many of you will 
be able to visit us when the Mountain Laurel 
covering the creek banks are in bloom. We live 
on the Big Terrapin Creek, and the creek banks 
are just covered with beautiful plants. 

     Barry Kerr, past-president presented incoming president, 

Linda McDaniel with a gavel.  Photo by Billy McDaniel  
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Spring surprises us, no matter how 

Prepared we are to revel in its bloom, 

Returning far too late yet far too soon, 

Instantly from bud to blossoming bough. 

Nor does it wait for us to take it in, 

Gone to green before it well has been. 

Permission granted to use this poem by Nick. Copyright by Nicholas Gordon. https://www.poemsforfree.com  

CHILTON CO MGA 
Susan Cleckler  

     Along with the warmer weather in Chilton 
County, you can count on other things heating 
up! 
     Chilton County Master Gardeners were 
fortunate enough to have an Intern class this 
year, 20 strong!  It’s always exciting to get new 
members to share each other’s experiences and 
get fresh ideas to try. 
     Our priority for this spring is the 2019 AMGA 
Annual Conference we are hosting along with 
our partners, Autauga and Shelby counties. 
There is still a lot of work to be done, collecting 
door prizes, silent auction items and last minute 
details to make this conference a success. We 
are very proud of what we have accomplished.  
     CCMGA’s other commitments include spring 
plantings for the city of Jemison, our Demo 
garden and looking for other community 
projects, as well as Fundraisers for our 
association. In February, the ACES Beekeepers 
Symposium was held in Chilton County.  CCMGA 
had several volunteers help with registration, 
shuttling attendees and serving lunch.  We are 
always happy to help out. 
     With the resurgence of interest in growing 
figs,  one  of our programs included Growing Figs  

at Home presented by Edgar Vinson with the 
Chilton Research and Extension Center (CREC). 
Nelson Wynn, Extension Agent for Chilton 
County, presented a program on Home Lawn 
Maintenance. 
     Our 2019 Officers are President: Susan M 
Cleckler, Vice President: Harriett Jackson, 
Treasurer: Audrey Giles, Secretary: Lanell Baker. 
Board members include Alice Broome, Lee 
Walters, Trisha Williams, Elizabeth York, and 
Larry Jones. And a “Shout Out” to our entire 
association for making Chilton County Master 
Gardeners Association the success that it is. 

     MG's volunteering at the ACES Beekeepers Symposium. 
L-R Pat Farmer, Audrey Giles, Jackie Hickman.

Photo by Gay West ,ACES 
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CLAYBANK MGA 
Carole Lolley 

     The new year brought the Claybank Master 
Gardeners some sadness, and some exciting 
triumphs.  We lost three of our longtime founding 
members, Roberta Hyers, Mary Grace Hood, and 
Ann Garner, all wonderfully supportive of the 
CMG group and generous in their time, and 
sharing the bounty of their own gardens. Happily, 
volunteers have stepped up to restore and 
maintain Mary Grace’s beautiful wildflower 
gardens while her daughter still has her house. 
     A visit to Mayim Farm near Elba, AL, which is 
owned by Greg and Carole Lolley, was 
educational and richly informative. The Lolley’s 
have been raising organic vegetables. They have 
been studying and teaching ways to maintain and 
improve the soil naturally to produce the best 
produce. Their eagerness to share what they have 
learned through their research and careful 
observation of plants and their properties kept us 
engaged every moment of our visit.  An exciting 
March Lunch and Learn event, open to the public, 
was a Cooking with Herbs workshop with Linda 
Franzo, owner of the Passionate Platter cooking 
school in Slidell, Louisiana. 
     We expect to continue our Junior Master 
Gardener Program at our local Ozark-Dale County 
Library during the summer months, teaching 

them about plant growth and development, soil 
and water, ecology, insects, and growing edible 
herbs and vegetables, along with other related 
topics. 
     Robyn Miller, our own local mushroom guru, 
provided a great presentation on locally available, 
edible, unmistakable, safe mushrooms that 
anyone can use. 

     Top row L to R: Peter Moore, Othan Gilbert; middle 
row: Eric Bruggink, Dee Gilbert; front row: Janet 
Shinaberry, Caroline Fulbrook, and Greg Lolley. Photo 
by Carole Lolley 

COFFEE CO MGA 
Jacque Hawkins 

     A  recent  election  was  held  for the selection of 
officers  for  the  Coffee  County  Master  Gardeners 
Association  for  two  years,  the calendar year 2019 
and 2020.   
     The  next  Master  Gardener Course is scheduled 
to  be held August 28 - November 20, meeting each 
Wednesday in the Coffee County Conference Room 
in  New  Brockton.  If   interested,  contact the  Dale 
County  Extension   Service  Office  at 334-774-2329 
for more information or to place your name on the 
list to attend. 

    L to R: President-Elect: Jacque Hawkins, 

President:  Ed Speigner, and Treasurer: Janine Coles.  

Not shown is Secretary Anne Edwards. Photo by Jacque 

Hawkins   

》》》》》○《《《《《  
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COVINGTON CO MGA 
Greg Lolley 

     Covington County Extension Service recently held 
the 2019 Master Gardener Class in Andalusia Alabama, 
and four attendees were presented with their 
certificates of completion. They will have one year to 
complete 50 hours of acceptable volunteer work, and 
then they will become certified  Master Gardeners.  
     Photo on right: Covington County Interns 
Graduation for 2019. (L–R) Shirley Smith, Julie Wells, 
Ed May, and Greg Lolley (President of Covington 
County Master Gardeners). Not pictured is Johnny 
Stallworth. They are already looking for ways to help in 
the community.  

 Photo by Carole Lolley 

CULLMAN CO MGA 
Jennifer Underwood 

     Spring has sprung, and for the CCMGAI, this means 
planting plants, lots and lots of plants, for our biggest 
annual fund-raiser, the Bloomin’ Festival! Just how 
many plants, you may wonder? This year to meet our 
fundraising goal we have 800 plants including 
hydrangeas, daylilies, irises, tomato plants, and many 
other favorites available for sale April 6-7, at Saint 
Bernard Prep School in Cullman. This will be the thirty
-fifth year for this fun-filled arts, crafts, and music
festival.
     On April 27, the CCMGAI will have another plant 
sale, this time at the Cullman Strawberry Festival. 
Held at the Festhalle Farmer’s Market, this crowd-
pleaser will feature live music, arts and crafts, a 
vintage car show, and have slews of strawberries for 
sale. 
     On February 6, our 2019 Intern classes began. With 
14 Interns, our class is small but promising with many 
Interns already participating in our volunteering 
outlets. 
     One of our active Master Gardeners, Ben Johnson, 
who is also a Botanical Artist, has begun an exciting, 
statewide field-reporting series called “The 67-County 
Alabama Garden Party.” With a historical profile on 
each county, listings of attractions, a “quilt-block” 
designed by Ben and a recipe specific to the area, this 
year-long series illustrates how “PLANTS + PEOPLE” 
come together all over Alabama. This series, which  

has been a collaborative effort with other Extension 
offices, can be found in The Cullman Tribune. At the 
end of the year, the series will be compiled into a 
book to commemorate the Bicentennial. 
     Our current officers are, President: Pat Sharpton, 
First Vice-President: Ben Johnson, Second Vice-
President: Susan Rodgers, Treasurer:  Billy Tate, 
and Secretary:  Stefanie Light.  

   One of the quilt blocks, Monroe County Mockingbird With 
Berries, designed by Ben South for The 67-County Alabama 
Garden Party, a year-long series appearing in The Cullman 
Tribune to celebrate the Alabama Bicentennial. The 
Alabama honeysuckle border was inspired by a Southern 
applique quilt from the 18th century.  Photo by Ben South 

》》》》》○《《《《《  
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I have heard it said that winter, too, 

will pass, that spring is a sign that summer 

is due at last. See, all we have to do is hang on. 

Maya Angelou 

http://www.azquotes.com/- Maya Angelou 

DEKALB CO MGA 
Mary Franks 

     DeKalb Master Gardeners started the year 
with an informative program on Landscaping 
with Native Plants presented by Larry Williams, 
an agribusiness educator and one of the 
originators of ‘Agri-Mission’--a 501(C)(3) 
program. Our group was also excited to hear 
Renee’ Thompson, landscape designer, and 
coordinator of ‘Harvest for Health’, discuss her 
program. Two of our members have 
participated in this program where they partner 
with recovering cancer patients to grow 
vegetables in order to eat healthier, with 
produce from their jointly grown gardens. Other 
members expressed interest in developing 
partnerships in 2019. 
     Eric Schavey, Regional Extension Specialist, 
who has been promoted to Commercial 
Horticulture Specialist, explained the 
coordinated effort of DeKalb-Cherokee-Etowah-
Marshall County Extension offices to offer the 
ZOOM Program--a video conferencing format 
for new Master Gardener classes starting in 
February. Our members signed up to be class 
proctors.  
     The award-winning ARC gardens sponsored 
by DeKalb Master Gardeners will be ready for 
early planting by mid-March, weather 
permitting.   There   are   thirteen   beds  at    six  

gardens/residences. We have about fifteen 
volunteers working with the house residents. 
Last year over 400 pounds of produce was 
harvested and eaten by the residents. 
     Annual awards were given for the 2018 total 
recorded 6,793 volunteer hours. Ten Bronze, 
three Silver, and five Gold Stars were awarded. 
Name Badges are to be awarded at the AMGA 
Annual Conference with four Gold badges and 
one Platinum badge.   

     Harvest for Health gardening partnership with 
DeKalb, David Wootten MG, and his cancer survivor 
partner. Photo by David Wootten   

http://www.azquotes.com/author/440-Maya_Angelou


 17 

EAST CENTRAL MGA 
Sheila Bolen 

     It has been a long and trying winter season here 
in East Central Alabama.  Everyone’s health seems 
to be getting back on track so we can now get on 
with the business of gardening.  We had to remove 
all the plantings from our Smart Yard and, in our 
continuing partnership with SIFAT (Servants in 
Faith and Technology), planted them in their Open 
Spaces Sacred Places garden.  It was a great time of 
work and fellowship!  We’re all looking forward to 
our tour of the Outdoor Education Center at 
Handley High School in Roanoke and staying busy 
getting plants ready for our annual plant sale.  In 
addition, we are anxiously looking forward to the 
Party in the Garden, AMGA’s Annual Conference. 
We have new officers and look for wonderful 
leadership from them into our new year of 
gardening opportunities. 

     Left to right (back row) Tommy Drummond, Tom Harris, 

Gary Smith, Jack Bolen, Ralph Sanchez, Martha Burnett, 

Dani Carroll, Vickie Stapler (front row) Angie Stryker, Augie 

Sanchez, Dinah Drummoond, Linda Barnes, Peggy McLarty, 

Janet Smith, Sheila Bolen, Valerie Morris, Cheryl Smith, 

Susan Reynolds. Photo by Maggie Moore 

ETOWAH CO MGA 
Carol B. Link 

     Eleven Etowah County students are enrolled in 
the new Master Gardener Zoom training classes 
that began on January 29, with help from Etowah 
County Master Gardeners who are serving as 
proctors for the classes. In addition, ECMGA 
volunteers completed the landscaping project at 
the Etowah County Justice Building, and work is 
now in high gear at the Etowah County 
greenhouses, with a group of dedicated MGs 
getting ready for the annual plant sale scheduled 
for Friday, April 12 and Saturday, April 13. 
     At the January meeting, Bud Utter, a Master 
Gardener and Marine, who was in charge of 
collections for Toys for Tots, reported that 
donations from several Etowah County Master 
Gardeners had helped to serve 1,500 children at 
Christmas. 
     A group of Etowah County Master Gardeners is 
involved with the Harvest4Health organization, and 
the association’s speaker for January was Renee 
Thompson, Harvest4Heath coordinator. A new 
round of Harvest4Health training began in March. 
     At the February meeting, the speaker was 
Christina Richardson, of Noccalula Falls Botanical 

Garden, and in March, Fran Byrd (a Master 
Gardener) spoke on The Use of Poisons in the 
Garden. 

     These are past and present Etowah County Master 
Gardeners who helped with Harvest4Health: seated (L-R) 
Etowah County Master Gardener participant, Jean Harris, 
and Jean Harris, Renee Thompson, Harvest4Health 
coordinator. Etowah County Master Gardener participants 
standing are (L-R) Sunita Graves, Mary Walker, Nancy Ford, 
Donna Campbell, Virginia Ingram, Wanda Bowen, and Dan 
Weeks. Photo by Janice Hatley 

》》》》》○《《《《《  
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》》》》》○《《《《《  

JACKSON CO MGA 
Bill Caudill 

     The Jackson County Master Gardeners 
Association’s January meeting program was 
fascinating. It was Inviting Bird Migration into the 
Backyard by Herb and Terry Lewis.  To see what 
he has done, go to   www.creativebirding.com.   
     With 27 attendees, the Annual Chemical 
Applicator’s Workshop was a success. The topics 
covered provide an update or refresher for their 
permit. An excellent group of Master Gardeners 
ensured it went well, as usual. 
     We re-vamped our Senior Expo exhibit and 
made myriad contacts. We have a promising list 
of candidates for our next Master Gardeners 
class.  
     Our February meeting was a demonstration 
by Bill Caudill on Starting Seeds Indoors with a 
Mini Greenhouse. 
     Jackson County Master Gardeners turned out 
again to help the Scottsboro Tree Commission 

and other associated groups with the Annual 
Arbor Day Tree Giveaway. The persimmon was 
the popular tree this year. 
     The March Meeting program was Community 
Gardens with Gary Bullock.  
     Rhonda Britton, Regional Extension Agent, has 
a Lunch and Learn Workshop scheduled at the 
Scottsboro Public Library for 11:30-1:30 on April 
16. The topic is Master Gardener Plant Sale. We
will discuss plans for our April 27 plant sale, and
other plans if time permits.  May 14 Lunch and
Learn is Building Rain Barrels.
     Future Programs:  April 4, PVC Drip Irrigation 
with Cynthia Smith; May 2, Iris with Julie Garrett 
Alfiero; June 6, Ice Cream Social at John and Gail 
Horning’s Home. 
     Attend a Tomato Workshop with Dan Porch 
on April 30 at the Scottsboro Public Library from 
5-7 PM.

We hope you have an active and productive
spring! 

JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 

     With hopes of continuing springtime and 
gentler breezes, Jefferson County Master 
Gardeners, like our compatriots throughout the 
state, are gearing up for plant sales, seminars, 
and especially the AMGA Annual Conference in 
May in Clanton. 
     In February we truly celebrated ourselves at 
our annual Reach for the Stars luncheon. Nearly 
fifty members received pins and badges 
reflecting over 20,000 volunteer hours. Ken Hall 
led the pack having accrued over 4,000 hours. He 
will receive his ruby at the conference. 
     As one might imagine, our plant societies 
throughout the state are populated with many 
Master Gardeners. The Birmingham Camellia 
Society is no exception, and at the annual 
camellia show at the end of February, several of 
our members took home honors. Pat Cosgrove, a 
past president of both the Jefferson County 
Master Gardeners and the Birmingham Camellia 

Society, won Best in Show for Tray of Three for 
her spectacular assemblage of pink, Frank 
Hauser camellias. Her near-perfect Royal Velvet 
was awarded overall Best of Show out of more 
than 360 entries! 
     We continue to keep our friends in Lee County 
and other areas of the state who have suffered 
the ravages of our erratic weather in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

     Justifiably proud, Pat Cosgrove stands by her prize 
winning camellias. Photo by Fletcher Harvey 
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LEE CO MGA 
David Peterson 

     The Lee County Master Gardeners Grant is 
being used to help Opelika Grows. Opelika Grows 
(O Grows) is a partnership among Opelika City 
Schools , the Food Bank of East Alabama, Keep 
Opelika Beautiful and Auburn University. O 
Grows has installed and maintains the Opelika 
Community Garden and garden spaces at six 
Opelika schools. Production from the school 
gardens exceeds 500 pounds each year and is 
donated to the Community Market of the Food 
Bank of East Alabama. Our grant-funded 
additional greenhouse tables expanded 
greenhouse space for use by additional students 
for their hands-on learning experiences.  

     Pictured is the new greenhouse for which our 
grant was used. Photo by Collin Adcock

LIMESTONE CO MGA 
Carol Knox 

Limestone County Master Gardeners are Getting 
Dirty at the Library which is a joint venture with 
our Extension Office.  So far this year we have 
had two workshops, Invasive Plants in North 
Alabama by Chris Becker of the Limestone County 
Extension Office, and Herb and Companion Plants  

by Jay Moorer of Bonnie Plants. These workshops 
are scheduled the second Tuesday of each month 
from 11-12.  They are very well attended, and we 
are looking forward to our future offerings.  We 
are also busily working on our yearly plant sale as 
well as maintaining the Ask A Master Gardener 
Table at the Library.  Many of our projects are in 
the planning stages, and we are just waiting for 
Mother Nature to cooperate.  

The Herb and Companion Plants Workshop given by Jay Moorer of Bonnie Plants on March 12. Photo by Carol Knox 
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MARSHALL CO MGA 
Elaine Hild 

     Renee' Thompson, outreach coordinator for 
Harvest for Health, a garden intervention for 
cancer survivors through UAB and ACES with 
Marshall County Master Gardeners Linda 
Widner and Joyce Graham related how they 
volunteered to help cancer survivors through 
this program. They gave the survivors tips on 
eating healthy and growing their own food.  
     The ongoing Master Gardener training, using 
Zoom, is going well and our local volunteer 
facilitators are Alan Richardson, Ray Barnes, 
George Darling, and Tom Andress.  
     Marshall County recorded 4,147 volunteer 
hours with 9,192 contacts for the year 2018.  
     James Henry, Jane Staton, and Dixie Martin 
received their gold stars. Alan Richardson 
received a bronze star, and Kathy Eskridge 
received a silver star.  Harry Williams received 
a certificate and gift for the most volunteer 
hours for the year. Mr. Larue Kohl, who passed 
away in 2018, was voted Master Gardener of 
the Year 2018 for Marshall County. His cheerful 
personality and sense of humor are certainly 
missed. 
     At the May AMGA Annual Conference: Ray 
Barnes, Judy McMurry, and George Darling will 
receive platinum badges. Mary McClendon and 
Tom Andress will receive gold badges. 
     Each year the Marshall County Master 
Gardeners grow produce on one-third acre 

plots to benefit the CASA (Care and Assurance 
for the Aging and Homebound) program that 
distributes the produce to the elderly in need. 
Last year 8,700 pounds were produced and 
donated. We will start this year when the 
garden is dry. 
     Our annual fundraiser will be May 4 in 
Guntersville, stop by. 

Love is the flower

You’ve got to let grow. 

John Lennon 



 21 

     Every Tuesday in February, our Educational 
Workshop Committee presented Lunch & Learns at 
Dublin Park in Madison. Each week there was a 
different topic and speaker. The subjects this year 
were: Herbs Gone Wild (Flavoring Without Salt), 
Backyard Vegetable Gardening, Garden Tools and 
Container Gardening. All of these lunchtime programs 
were well attended.  
     We were invited by the Huntsville-Madison County 
Builders Association to participate at the Spring Home 
Show March 1-3 at the Von Braun Center. We 
answered gardening questions and told people about 
our Intern classes. Our Seedlings and Sprouts team 
conducted children’s activities on two of the days we 
were there. 
     Every year we assist the Huntsville Botanical 
Garden with their big spring plant sale in April. We 
manage the   vegetable  tent  and  help in any way we  

are needed. We do such things as load plants in cars, 
work the various tents and answer customer 
questions.  We are heading into a very busy spring! 

MASTER GARDENERS OF NORTH ALABAMA 
Ann Tippie 

     The photo shows ACES Regional Extension Agent  Rhonda 
Britton talking about garden tools. Photo  by Helen Carr 

MOBILE COUNTY MGA 
Mary Nash 

     Sonja Woodruff was chosen Master Gardener of 
the Month for January; Katherine McLeod for 
February; Elise Saunders for March.  The Spring 
Seminar on February 18, planned by Elise Saunders, 
was a total success.  Football and Flowers featured 
Vince Dooley, Legendary Georgia football coach, 
author, and Mobile native as our speaker.  All who 
attended the seminar enjoyed the wit and wisdom 
of Coach Dooley.  
     All Master Gardeners helped with the successful 
Plantasia! Spring Plant Sale at Mobile Botanical 
Gardens on March 15-17. Sales from this function 
support the MCMGA Education Budget and an 
Auburn scholarship to a Horticulture student from 
our area. The sale features thousands of plants 
which are selected for the Gulf Coast climate. Marie 
Dyson was Chairwoman. Thanks to Sybil Burnett, Sue 
Stephan and their band of culinary assistants that 
take care of our sustenance need every single day.   
     Festival of Flowers theme, The Gardens of the 
Netherlands on March 21-24, 2019, was well 
represented by the hard work of our president, 
Martha Rauch, and her crew.  The display presented 

an earth tower with 44 rows for plants and greenery 
and a windmill on top.  The display also included 
tulips and daffodils in painted pots to match the 
individual flower color. 
     Everyone enjoyed the Delta River Tour on April 
17, 2019.  A two-hour excursion showcased the 
incredible beauty and natural diversity of the Mobile
-Tensaw Delta and the abundance of the delta
wildlife.

     Spring Seminar Football and Flowers (left to right) Chair-
woman:  Elise Saunders, Speaker: Vince Dooley and Mobile 
Master Gardener President:  Martha Brown.   
Photographer is Alice Marty 
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MORGAN CO MGA 
Laura Kay Dye 

     The Arc of Morgan County offers direct 
programs for families and individuals affected by 
developmental disabilities while also providing 
direction on where specific services may be 
found. The programs and services available 
include: Summer School, After School Care, 
School’s Out activity programs, Respite Care, 
Recreation Programs, Educational services, 
Supported employment, Temporary assistance, 
Guardianship, and Support Programs. Jim Braun, 
Morgan County Master Gardener volunteer  is 
leading a program to provide wheel chair 
accessible raised beds and work tables for the 
residents.  The Master Gardeners of Morgan 
County were assisted by Decatur Utility workers 
to build wooden containers for raised beds, 
worktables and an 8’ x 12’ greenhouse.  The 
future goals are to provide electricity and water 

to the greenhouse and soil for the planters.  The 
worthy goal for this project is to raise awareness 
and support for the Arc’s wonderful programs 
and community services.   

     Master Gardeners of Morgan County were assisted by 
Decatur Utility workers to build wooden containers for 
raised beds, worktables and an 8 x 12 greenhouse.  
Photo by  Jim Braun 

https://www.proflowers.com/blog/favorite-spring-quotes 

https://www.proflowers.com/blog/favorite-spring-quotes
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PIKE CO MGA 
Elaine Knight 

During the February meeting, Suzanne Sikes 
gave a presentation on Beneficial Garden 
Predators. She said gardeners usually strive for a 
pest free garden, but we must learn to use 
nature’s beneficial predators. 

She mentioned the Ladybird Beetle as the 
most widely known beneficial predator.  The 
larvae of the ladybugs are very beneficial, since 
they eat massive amounts of aphids. But they 
are often mistaken as harmful insects. They look 
like miniature alligators, and uninformed 
gardeners kill them thinking they are harmful. 
Another beneficial predator is the Dragonfly, 
which is one of the oldest known insects on 
earth. We discussed several more predators, 
such as spiders that are welcome in Chinese 
gardens. The old proverb Many spiders make for 
a bountiful garden is true, and she encourages 
gardeners not to disturb spider webs. There are 
many more beneficial predators, such as toads, 
frogs, lizards and snakes; and Sikes believes if 
they are given a safe home, they will work hard 
to help gardeners have a lovely garden.  

Other activities during the winter months 
included helping the Treasure Forest with their 
tree give away, and helping with the Treasure 
Forest luncheon. There were around 600 trees 
that all had to be marked and displayed.  And 
tables had to be set up for the luncheon.  But a 
good time was had by all. 
     There were many activities discussed at the 
February meeting such as the Troy Fest on April 
27. The gardeners were encouraged to get their
plants ready for the sale, since this is our biggest
money making project.  Happy April.

     Suzanne Sikes gave a presentation on Beneficial 
Garden Predators. Suzanne Sikes is standing, Jennie 
Gilmore (left) and Molly Casey (right.)  Photo by Elaine 
Knight  

SHOALS MGA 
Michael Thomason 

     Our February monthly meeting featured our 
Regional Extension Agent Taylor Reeder, 
speaking on the Advanced Master Gardener 
program, and in March Sharon Parish, 
Homeopathic Practitioner enlightened us on a 
different approach to gardening.  
     We are excited that our Intern class kicked off 
on January 22nd with 20 Interns. We have a 
mentor program where Master Gardeners are 
teamed up with Interns and anticipate continued 
success from this program. We look forward to 
having them join us next year as Master 
Gardeners. 
     Our biggest event of the year is our plant sale 
which is our annual fundraiser.  The Plant Sale 

will be on Friday, April 26 and Saturday, April 27, 
at the Farmers Market, Cox Creek Parkway and 
Chisholm Road, Florence Alabama. In preparation 
for this, we have been dividing plants, planting 
seeds and getting our arts and crafts together. 
Have a wonderful spring, and we’ll see you at the 
conference on May 8-10. 
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ST. CLAIR CO MGA 
Pam Garrison 

     Rain, rain, rain, and cold complete the 
description of our weather. I was shopping 
recently and commented to the person at the 
checkout that spring may have finally 
arrived. The person behind me said, "Yes, for 
today at least, tomorrow winter may be 
back." That is certainly a possibility. 
     During our January meeting, the committees 
got together to meet each other and make plans 
for the new year. Our Interns have just 
completed the MG classes, and it was nice to 
have so many of them participate in planning the 
next year. The project committee has several 
ideas for things we can do to help the 
community. 
     In February we met with the Pell City 
community garden group to begin plans for this 
year’s garden.  Towards the end of the month, 
the Extension office offered a Lunch and Learn 
program on Pruning. Then a number of the 
Master Gardeners worked at the Extension 
office to get the newsletter mailed. At our 
February meeting MG Mike Rushing spoke to us 
on Age Wise Gardening. Rushing is a very 
popular presenter, and his talks are always 

interactive and so informative. 
   March began with a workshop on Wildlife 

Pests and how to deal with them. We have 
planned a number of work days this month. One 
day will be spent pruning the fruit trees at 
Williams Middle School, and on another day we 
will prune the plants around Moody City Hall. 
This month’s speaker is David Doggett, who will 
talk to us about how to correctly prune 
hydrangeas. 
    We are busy preparing for our annual plant 
sale. (April 26-27) We have already had a couple 
of plant digs, and if this cold, wet weather will 
end, we will get a lot more done.  

Spring
Spring, spring is coming soon, 

Grass is green, and flowers bloom, 

Birds returning from the south, 

Bees are buzzing all about, 

Leaves are budding everywhere, 

Spring, spring is finally here! 

-Author unknown- 

                                                                                                                                                                                        http://busyteacher.org
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TALLAPOOSA CO MGA 
Barbara Butler 

     To better distribute the workload, Tallapoosa 
County Master Gardeners have opted to elect a 
Leadership Committee to replace the traditional slate 
of officers. Mo Corley, Marian Edel, Prencella Hamby, 
and Patti Voss, along with Treasurer Sallie Mason 
compose the new team for 2019-20. 
     We are excited to announce we are planning 
another Tallapoosa County Master Gardeners 
Extravaganza for fall 2019. Plans are ongoing, and we 
will let everyone know details as they become 
available. 
     We are also happy to report that we will soon have 
new worker bees! Seventeen members of a new 
Intern class are studying hard to make the cut. Thanks 
to everyone at the Extension office, and our Master 
Gardeners for making this class possible. 
     Our fundraising committee is hard at work planning 
our annual Spring Plant Sale, which will be held April 
12-13 in downtown Dadeville.

Some of our members have been fortunate to work
with the Harvest for Health program this year. This 

clinical trial sponsored by UAB and Auburn University 
matches cancer survivors with experienced gardeners. 
Goals are to improve diet quality, physical activity, 
physical functioning, and quality of life. Hopefully, 
some of you will be able to participate as the program 
moves into other areas of the state. For more 
information contact Renee Thompson 
at thomprw@auburn.edu or 334-826-1590. 

     The Tallapoosa County Master Gardeners Leadership 
Committee. Left to right: Marian Edel, Patti Voss, Sallie 
Mason, Prencella Hamby, Mo Corley. Photo by Shane Harris 

TUSCALOOSA CO MGA 
Carolyn Wiggins 

     Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners welcomed 
fifteen new Interns to our Master Gardener Classes. 
Laurie Reinwald has again planned and coordinated 
our classes. The new Interns have already volunteered 
and have begun recording their hours.   
     Our second annual Seed Starter event brought out 
26 members to start seeds in egg cartons.  Ida Gleaton 
and Ann Hewitt chaired the event. Members started 
seeds to grow for sale at our Pass Along Plant Sale on 
April 26 and 27. To assist members in honing their 
seed starting skills, Leo Wagner spoke to our March 
meeting. On March 31, Denise Wolf will be giving a 
hands-on workshop at UA Arboretum about 
propagating. 
     Dr. Arlie Powell gave a seminar on fruits 
recommended for Alabama. After the seminar 
members went to our local community garden, 
Jeremiah's, and planted sixteen blueberry bushes and 
four Asian pear trees. The produce from Jeremiah's 
supplies the West Alabama Food Bank.  
     Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners continue to 
volunteer biweekly at Hospice of West Alabama and 
the UA Arboretum. In February volunteers pruned the 

roses at Hospice. Volunteer Master Gardener Pat 
McDonald has been clearing brush at UA Arboretum 
to allow the collection of camellias to thrive.   
     TCMG is looking forward to meeting other MGs in 
May at the State Conference.   

     Tuscaloosa  MGA  held  a  workshop  at  Jeremiah's 
Garden. Pictured (left) Dr. Arlie Powell assisting  Intern Leslie 
Dyer learn how to prune newly planted blueberries while 
Jeannie Grey, MG looks on.  Photo by Kay Smith.   

mailto:thomprw@auburn.edu
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WALKER CO MGA 
Barbara Higgins 

     Walker County Master Gardeners Association 
began its February meeting graced with this 
lovely, fresh-cut arrangement from the garden of 
Master Gardener Pauline O’Rear.  She has been a 
longtime member of Walker County Master 
Gardeners and has a beautiful display of gorgeous 
plants and flowering bushes. The arrangement 
was a nice and welcome sight after seeing the 
dead and dull foliage here for so long this winter. 
Spring has sprung! 
     One of our visiting guests advised me that since 
she admired our bouquet so much, another 
longtime Master Gardener, Dot Cooner, furnished 
her a masterpiece arrangement displaying blooms 
from her beautiful yard and garden. 
     Our local Community Garden is underway again 
this year with many volunteers preparing and 
planting so that we can again donate to our local 
churches and food pantries to provide fresh 
produce for those in need.  
     Several work sessions have been scheduled, 
and the members who were present for those 
already have planted potatoes, onions, collards 
and cabbage (red and white).  It’s amazing to see 
how this work pays off with such healthy produce. 
As time goes on, there will be lots more work, as 
we will be planting other vegetables such as 
squash and tomatoes.   

     Some of our knowledgeable members have 
found a way to hopefully deter our “deer” 
invaders by placing a cover over the plants.  It 
looks like it is working so far. 
     Walker County Master Gardeners will be having 
a plant sale on Saturday, May 4, and we are 
hoping this year will be even more successful than 
the last.   

 I hope everyone will have a Happy Easter. 
 From our garden to yours – happy planting! 

     This lovely fresh-cut arrangement was the centerpiece for 
our February meeting, from the garden of Master Gardener 
Pauline O’Rear. Photo by Barbara Higgins 

Kind hearts are the gardens, 
Kind words are the roots, 

Kind thoughts are the flowers, 
Kind deeds are the fruits. 

Take care of your garden 
And keep out the weeks; 

Fill it with sunshine, 
Kind words and kind deeds. 

-H.W. Longfellow
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WIREGRASS MGA 
Chuck McManus 

     The Wiregrass Master Gardeners have been 
very busy getting ready for spring. We have an 
excellent Intern group of 18 that started class in 
January and have been very active. Also in January 
we had an interesting and well-received seed 
swap at Landmark Park. 
     The Lunch and Learn program for 2019 is off to 
a great start with good attendance for both the 
Yard Art and Vegetable Gardening with Ease 
programs. Next up is All About Blueberries. 
     The pruning workshop organized by Tom Boyle 
at Landmark Park was a great success!  The roses, 
Confederate rose, hydrangeas, pomegranate, 
beauty berry, as well as the fig and pear trees and 
grape vine arbor around the Waddell Farmhouse 
were cut back and cleaned up. The roses 
especially received a face-lift:  bricks which had 
settled into the earth around each rose bush were 
uncovered and realigned.   
     Landmark Park’s Living History Program with 
Kids in the Garden continues to provide invaluable 
lessons for school-age children.  And it is fun for us 
as well!  Master Gardeners work in the Kitchen 
Garden and provide information to the visiting 
public.  
     Our Plant Parents are in full swing, getting 
ready for the Spring Plant Sale in April. The 
Wiregrass Master Gardeners Spring and Fall Plant 
Sales help to fund our philanthropic goals, 

providing over $6,500 annually to Aunt Katie’s 
Garden, Landmark Park, Vaughn-Blumberg, 
Dothan Area Botanical Gardens, and Auburn 
University.  

(L-R) Ron Wenger, Bethany Wenger, Darryl Buie weeding in 
the Kitchen Garden at Landmark Park. Photo by Jan Shirley 

Spring in full bloom!    

L– R; Lenten rose, star flower, Hyacinth .  Photos by Linda McDaniel , Cherokee Co 
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