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 Our October meeting was held 
at the lovely home of intern Don and 
member Glenda Armstrong.  Their 
house, aptly named Glenda’s Woodland 
Home, is nestled in 12 acres of woods 
and gardens outside of Prattville.  Our 
gracious host and hostess provided cin-
namon rolls upon arrival, a delicious 
buffet lunch and a tour of their gardens 
following the business meeting.  Don 
explained that Jason Powell of Petals 
From the Past in Jemison has helped 
the Armstrong's work toward the fulfill-
ment of 
the vision 
for their 
property 
with his 
design and 
plant se-
lection 
ideas.  
Nine ter-
races are 
graced by 
lovely 
shrubs and perennials; two of them are 
reserved for blueberries.  Don has over 
700 plants propagated, many of which 
are for our upcoming plant sale this May.  

Last year, Don donated over 150 plants 
to the sale.   Many individually potted 
plants from their garden were given as 

door prizes that day. 
 Our member Bill Gilmore, gave 
a most informative talk on Muscadine 
cultivation and wine making at the No-
vember meeting.  Member Pam Olson’s 
husband Allen, also a home wine brew-
er, added information to the wine making 
portion of the presentation with the use 

of and availability of wine making kits.  
 The instruction segment of the 
2014 intern year has closed for our 16 
interns, who are fulfilling volunteer hour 
requirements by working at Prattville-
Autauga Demonstration Garden, Prattvil-
lage Garden and attending meetings.  
Member Elsie Jones, an intern class 
facilitator, was given the Hummingbird 
Award for November.  Elsie enthusiasti-
cally and generously provided snacks for 
each of the class sessions.  In addition, 
her talent for imaginative decorating was 
evident in the beautiful, seasonal table 
decorations that she created for most of 

the snack, lunch and beverage tables. 
 What a successful year it was 
for our vegetable demonstration garden!  
Under the leadership of Carroll Bonifay, 
the garden produced over 1,000 pounds 
of vegetables in 2014- all donated to the 
local community food bank.  Thanks to 

the enrichment of the 
beds with super soil, 
plentiful rainfall and 
many hands at work, 
the growing year 
was a huge suc-
cess.  Kudos to 
Carroll who re-
ceived the Hum-
mingbird Award 
in December for 
her role in mak-

ing this possible.  
Friday, December 12th was seren-
dipitous for the ACMGA.  Prattvil-
lage Garden, which we maintain 
under the direction of Shari 

McCandless and Linda Parish, was in 
need of walkway edger replacement and 
a fall clean-up.  Home Depot of Prattville 
not only delivered the edging stones 
purchased from them but six of their 
employees stayed and worked along 
with us on the installation!  At 8:00 a.m., 
the Home Depot Crew, ACMGA mem-
bers, interns and other volunteers began 
three hours of non-stop moving of old 
brick, installing edgers, pruning, clipping, 
sweeping, digging and hauling away of 
debris that left the garden neat, attrac-
tively edged, and just-in-time gorgeous 
for a wedding the following day.   A big 

thank you to our Home Depot!! 
 Our Christmas luncheon and 
business meeting, held at the Extension 
Office in Autaugaville, was an occasion 
to reflect on another successful year for 
ACMGA.  Officers from 2014 were 
thanked and acknowledged for their ser-
vice and new officers for 2015 were in-
stalled: President Rose McCauley, Vice-
President Ann Fuller, Secretary Kathryn 
Whaley, and Treasurer Deb Hill .  Mem-
bers voted to elect Paula Seamon as 
Master Gardener of the Year.  Paula has 
served our association in a number of 
capacities, always in an exemplary way, 
with willingness and enthusiasm to go 
above and beyond.  Congratulations to 
Paula!   We are fortunate to have mem-
bers like Paula who make the ACMGA 
the wonderful organization that it is.  We 
look forward to serving our community in 

the New Year. 

Home Depot Crew, ACMGA, and interns 

at the Prattvillage Garden 

Touring Don & Glenda Armstrong’s    

Garden 



 

Garden Pathways  Winter - 2014-  Volume 14 Issue 60                    Page  2 

 BCMG volunteers contin-
ued their enthusiasm at the Swift
-Coles House with an archeolo-
gy dig in November. Another 
popular volunteer project is the 
Week’s Bay Arboretum. An arti-
cle with many photos should be 
forthcoming in the April Garden 

Pathways. 
 Baldwin’s 2014 Fall Sem-
inar had knowledgeable and en-
tertaining speakers: Fred Bas-
set, Jason Powell, and Dr. Arlie 
Powell.  These are speakers who 

are familiar to most MG groups 
around the state and always able 
to give fresh, up-to-the-minute 

information.  
 The Fall Weeks Bay Na-
tive Plant sale had many volun-
teers throughout the week help-

ing to tend and sell their plants.  
Honors bestowed to the Baldwin 
County Master Gardeners at the 
annual December Awards fete 
and luncheon, included Linda 
Bender’s Rookie of the Year 
Award [intern award] and the 

annually granted Wayne de la 
Rue Award to the Baldwin Mas-
ter Gardener of the Year, Miss 
Ottie Dailey, a MG since 1997 
and one of our nonagenarians! 
Congratulations to both recipi-
ents!  Other esteemed and hard-
working nominees included Pat 
Greer, Loree Hadley, and Gene 
Sellier: a very solid group of 

Master Gardeners. 
 January 2015 holds 
much promise with the incoming 

Intern Class.   

  
 Blount County Master 
Gardeners always welcome the 
Christmas season by partici-
pating in the annual light show 
at Palisades Park.  We always 
enjoy fun and fellowship as we 
make decisions on the best 
ways to showcase the replica 
covered bridge and  gaze-
bo.  This year we even had 

nice weather! 
 After officially graduat-
ing in November,  our new 

group of interns were back  
for the annual Christmas par-
ty.  During the past year, this 
class has had many of the most  

active mem-
bers ever.  
Deborah Salt-
er ( R-Photo) 
currently one-
handed) has 
provided pic-
tures of most 
events.  Salt-
er and 
Breaseale 
worked to 

created a Power Point presen-
tation and a Scrapbook for our 
Fall Conference.   The interns 
have been faithful to all of our 

group projects and are eager  

for more.  We look forward to 
their insight and enthusiasm for 
making 2015 a banner year for 
learning and service to the com-

munity.  
 Frankie Neel (Far 
Left) did  an excellent job 
of installing our Master 
Gardener officers for 
2015.  With the theme of 
sowing seeds, she chal-
lenged each officer with 
their coming duties as well 
as challenging the entire 
group to sow abundant 

seeds of volunteerism.   
 Kerry Smith was our special        

guest for the event. 

2. Baldwin County MGA                            By Frieda  Romanchuk 

3.  Barbour County MGA                                   By Jackie Devlin 

4.  Blount County MGA                                       By Sarah Pass 

Frankie Neel, Zee Williams - Vice - President;     

Sherry Brewer  -  Secretary;   
Wanda Perrin - Treasurer, and   

Harold Deason - President  
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5.  Calhoun County MGA                                    By Sherry Blanton 

 Our local MG Associa-
tion had a successful year, mak-
ing new friends through Lunch 
and Learn, Earth Day, and plant 
sales.  2014 began with a train-
ing class of eager interns; they 
received their certificates in mid 
December at our yearly awards 
event and have already proved 
themselves to be wonderful ad-
ditions to our group. Two de-
serving couples from the intern 
class received the prestigious 
Red Bandanna award for their 
outstanding service to our 

group.   
  Our association met 
monthly for lively and education-
al programs; we welcomed Rog-
er Vines, Hayes Jackson, Dani 
Carrol, and others. In April we 
began Lunch and Learn, a series 
of six free public programs. Ja-
son Powell spoke to a packed 
house in August. Lunch and 
Learn 2014 ended in September             
and will return in April 2015 with 
guest speaker archeologist Har-

ry Holstein. 
   In April, 800 plus county 
4th graders got educational and 
fun lessons about our planet to 
celebrate Earth Day.  The  kin-
dergarten class (over 100 stu-
dents) and parents from the 
Jacksonville School system also 
visited for another Earth Day 

event.  
  MGs continued their vol-
unteer projects at the therapeu-
tic horticultural program at 
Coosa Valley Attention Home, at 
the Longleaf Botanical Gardens, 
and our MG headquarters, Cane 
Creek Community Gardens. The 
Cane Creek Clubhouse now 
sports a brand new coat of paint. 
MGs participate on the local 
beautification board, with county 
parks, and 4-H activities. We 
topped off our year with a great 
Fall Fest activity–complete with 
a milking school, games, 
hayrides, wild animal shows, 

and much more.  
  We wish MGs over the 

state a happy, healthy, and suc-

cessful 2015.  
   

  Scenes from our 2014 
  Fall Fest Event  

6. Capital City MGA                                              By Betsy Coley 

 The members of the 2014 
Intern Class received their certi-
fication at the annual CCMGA 
Christmas Luncheon at 
Wynlakes Country Club.  All 29 
members of the class graduated, 
with a total of 2,607 volunteer 
hours. 
 The monthly Lunch and 
Learn programs, which are open 
to the public, had over 600 at-
tendees during 2014. Prior to 
each program, anyone who has 
attended in the past receives an 
email announcing the upcoming 

topic.  
 CCMGA was pleased to 
learn that their Lilly’s Garden 
project won an AMGA Award of 
Excellence. This teaching gar-
den, an outdoor classroom, is 
located in front of Forest Avenue 
Magnet School. Teachers, stu-
dents, and the general public 
take advantage of the mix of 
flowers, shrubs, vegetables, a 
fountain, and benches. 
 Montgomery Botanical 
Gardens (MBG) has been adopt-
ed as an official CCMGA project. 

This collaboration between 
MBG, CCMGA, and the City of 
Montgomery is developing the 
first botanical garden in Mont-
gomery. 
 The Montgomery Public 
Schools Arboretum has also 
been adopted as an official CCM-
GA project. Members will assist 
with third-grade students as they 
tour the extensive grounds of 
the Arboretum and create a pro-
ject based on a seasonal theme. 
 
  

"With the new day comes new strength and new thoughts."  

Eleanor Roosevelt 
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7.  Central Alabama Master Gardeners                    By Iva  Haynie  

8.  Cheaha MGA                                                   By Debbie Masters 

9.  Cherokee County MGA                                  By Janice Knight 

 Central Alabama Master 
Gardeners are, as usual, busy, 
busy, busy.  Several members en-
joyed fellowship at the plant swap in 
early October and went home with 
some new plants. 
 Work continues at the Gov-
ernor's mansion with weeding, prun-
ing, mulching, identifying plants and 
relocating plants as well as getting 
a handle on some unwanted grass-
es.  Work is also ongoing at Lanark 
and in the learning gardens.  
 One of our master garden-
ers, Mary Long, won a number of 
awards at the Fall Flower Show at 
the Alabama National Fair.  Con-
gratulations Mary. 
                                    

 Lunch and Learn programs 
continue the 2nd Wednesday each 
month with master gardeners pre-
senting programs. A whole new line 
up of programs is already planned 
for next year.   
 The intern classes have 
come to a close.  Master Gardeners 
provided lunches for the classes 
and some of the board members 
cooked a special lunch in Novem-
ber.  The interns are working on 
completing required volunteer hours 
in anticipation of graduation next 
August. 
 Our November meeting 
was held at Lanark with a program 
on ferns presented by Maria 
Pacheco West. 

       Several CAMGA mem-
bers participated in the 75th Annual 
District VI Garden Club meeting: 
Phil Easter presented the program 
on making floral arrangements from 
things growing in the yard, Mary 
Long provided piano entertainment 
during lunch, Janet Lewis served as 
hostess and general chairman for 
the event and Marie Updike 
manned the registration table. 
 Our annual Christmas 
luncheon will be held at Mulder  
Memorial United Methodist Church 
and is a catered event.  Will Santa 
pay us a visit?  Merry Christmas to 
all and happy gardening in the new 
year. 

 Our gardeners were honored on October 4th 
by the city of Centre as Grand Marshalls for the Fall 
Festival parade.  The mayor was so impressed by the 
work we have done around the city that he and the 
city council honored us this way.  We led the parade 
and distributed (actually threw out ) approximately 
500 seed packets  to the crowd. That had been gra-
ciously donated by the local K-Mart.   We have ongo-
ing projects at the city park, the post office, the ball 
field, the police office and the city hall.  Everyone 
comments on how beautiful the flowers are in the 
summer. 
    We have taken two field trips this year.  In the 
spring, we went to Gibbs Gardens near Atlanta to see 
the thousands of daffodils in bloom.  In August, we 
went to Lookout Mountain honeybees near Gadsden 
with beekeeper David Kelton, who showed us the op-
eration from start to finish.  He not only sells honey, 
but sells beekeeping equipment as well.  One of our 
own master gardeners is now keeping some hives at 
her house. 

 "What the New Year brings to you will depend a great deal on what you bring to the New Year."  
Vern McLellan  
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10.  Chilton County MGA                                     By Sondra Henley 

 Preparation for our second 
Christmas Home Tour is underway.  
Host homes have been selected and 
hostesses are being recruited.  The 
event will be held December 14, 
from 1:00 to 4:00.   The first year 
was such a success we had to have 
another one! 
 October brought our 
Demonstration Garden down to 
earth.  All beds were disassembled 
and wood that was still usable was 
stored, along with the topsoil.  The 
new design has been 
staked out, the shade 
area will be construct-
ed and electricity and 
water brought to des-
ignated garden 
points.  Our grant 
team is researching 
garden grants and 
our 501(C)3 status is 
being advertised to 
county companies.  
We hope to have all 
our new designed 
garden basics in by 
EXPO 2015.  
 Our guest 
speaker in October 
was MG, Skip Coulter 
who spoke on Ways 
of the Amish. He and 

his wife have a heart for the Amish 
and make trips to  Amish communi-
ties during the year.  
 At the November meeting, 
Josh Elmore gave an interesting 
program on Fire Ants. -- A must 
know for every Alabama gardener!   
 In December, we hosted our 
Awards Ceremony and Christmas 
Luncheon. This year we fed approxi-
mately, 80 MG, friends and families 
along with Jemison City Hall em-
ployees.  Award winners are: Top 

Hours (Officers’ hours are not in-
cluded), 1

st
 Place Steve McAnally 

541 hours, 2
nd

 Place Audrey Giles 
429 hours and  3

rd
 Place Jerry 

Farmer 280, Top CEU’s  Mildred 
Knowles, 54 and Top Intern Hours, 
Sarah Saunders 427 hours.  Service 
Project of the Year was the Chilton 
County Extension Landscape and 
MG of the Year was awarded to 
Sondra Henley. Recognition also 
went to our August Demo Garden 
Flowerbed winners.  

2015 Officers and Board members: L to R,  Jackie Hickman, V-President, Trisha Williams,                                                
Harriett Jackson, Steve McAnally, Treasurer, Audrey Giles, Pat Farmer, President,                                                                     

Margaret Goolsby, Sarah Saunders, not pictured, Margaret Ennis, Secretary. 

Service Project of the Year participants: Left to right, Katie Moon,  Lee Walters,                      
Wally Walters, Jerry Farmer, Linda Hays, Alice Broome,  Treasia Bennett, Audrey Giles,  

Lanell Baker, Harriett Jackson, Sarah Saunders and Sondra Henley 



 

Garden Pathways  Winter - 2014 -  Volume 14 Issue 60                   Page  6 

 The Claybank Master Gardeners (CMG) came 
out ready to work and tidy up the grounds at the Ozark 
Dale County Public Library (ODCPL) at  8:00 am on 12 
October for Make a Difference Day (MADD).     
 The MADD program is supported nationwide 
and is designed as a community based initiative to ad-

vance the idea of bringing 
neighbors together for the 
greater good.  In keeping 
with the annual tradition, 
CMGs met at the Library 
to begin work on the land-

scape which culminated 
with lunch at the AME 
Methodist Church at 
12:00 pm.  All the vol-
unteers were treated to 
lunch.   

        
       What a beauti-
ful day to be out-
doors and rubbing 
elbows with other 
Master Gardeners 
in the group.  It’s a 
shot in the morale 
to be busy doing 
the mission in such 
a positive way.   
         The ROTC 
boys came out to 

help as well as the city horticulturist, Ryan Campbell 
and staff.    

Violas were planted in the 
containers on both sides of 
the entrance and yellow 
primrose in the center urn 
with lantana encircling the 
base.  The demonstration 
gardens were replanted 
with pansies and flowering 
kale.    The team worked 
tirelessly all morning to 
weed, cut, trim mulch and 
plant the areas surrounding 
the library.  At the end of 

the day, the grounds looked perfectly manicured and 
well cared for.      
 It’s always a good day when we are busy  
in the community doing what MGs do best 

 “Make a Difference.” 
 Lucy Edwards, Southeast Alabama Coordina-
tor for ACES, created “The Plant Buddies” program.   
The program is entertaining and educational. It teach-
es children about planting, watering and general care 
of plants. Lucy took her program to the Save-a-Life 
bazaar in November. The CMGs volunteered their  
time to teach children attending the bazaar how to 
make the plant buddies which when properly cared   
for will germinate hair. The “Save-a-Life” Foundation 
offers testing and counseling to young women facing 
unplanned pregnancies. Master Gardeners Nancy 
Shelton, Dee Gilbert, Janet Shinaberry and Karen   
Morales assisted children attending the bazaar in  
making the plant buddies doll. It was a big hit.      
 Along with “Plant Buddies” Lucy is sponsoring 
a “Lunch and Learn” program to Dale County in 
2015. This program will offer quality education on      
12 different subjects and it is free to the pubic.     
                                                                                                                     

CLAYBANK MGA                                               BY CAROLE BALL 
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12.  Coffee County MGA                                          By Price Tuley 

Price Tuley, Sr. was 
installed as the Presi-
dent of the Coffee 
County Master Gar-
deners Association on 
November 18th, 2014.   
He is original-
ly from Cincin-

nati, Ohio where he met and married 
his wife of 46 years, Margaret.   
They lived in Corpus Christi Texas 
36 years. Price retired 12 years ago 
as an elevator mechanic. He has 
Electronics degree from Delmar 
College in Corpus Christi, Texas. 
They have three children, Natasha, 
Rachael and Price Jr. Grandson 
Nick by Natasha and Granddaughter 
"J" by Price Jr.  The Tuley's reside in 
Troy.  He completed his Master 
Gardeners Program in 2013.  He 
took the Master Gardeners Class 
because he wanted to know more 

about “farming”. 
 Thanksgiving has come 
and gone, the artic blasts have 
turned the reds, oranges and browns around 
my front yard to dirty brown and bare trees. 
My winter vegetable garden has suffered 
severe blows and may or may not survive 
the 17 degree temperature I read on my 
back porch thermometer. So life goes in L.A. 

(Lower Alabama).   
 As the new President, it falls on me 
to write this letter for the Coffee County Mas-
ter Gardner Association. I can say unequivo-
cally that I have taken the responsibility of 
representing one of the best, most active and 
dedicated Master Gardner groups in the 
Country. Every Saturday in March, our mem-
bers set up tables at the local Lowes store, 
to present Ask the Master Gardener to an-
swer questions and distribute information 

about all aspects of gardening.  
 April brings the Spring plant sale 
where our members grow and donate all 
types of plants to help finance other projects. 
One ongoing project is the planning and 
assisting in the implementation of landscap-
ing of Habitat for Humanity’s housing. Anoth-
er is the landscaping of the City Cemetery in 
Enterprise.   A new project started this year 
is the “Giving Garden” in Elba. Our members 
have helped plan, construct, and maintain 
vegetable plots that have provided produce 

for the local food bank. This project will be 
ongoing and requires extensive supervision 
and participation of a good portion of our 
members.  The Enterprise High School FFA 
staff was interested in beginning a program 
to use the expertise of the Master Gardeners 

to help the stu-
dents develop 
interests in gar-
dening.  Our 
members stepped 
up to the chal-
lenge and provid-
ed leadership 

which resulted in a 
successful and excel-
lent program that looks 
like it will turn into 
another ongoing, per-

manent  program.  
 In Sep-
tember, The Coffee 
County Master Gar-
deners (CCMG) 
presented a display 
at the Farm City 
Petting Zoo where 
the local farmers 
bring baby chicks, 
turkeys, cows and 
horses to introduce the local school children 
to the different aspects of farming and agri-
culture. Hundreds and hundreds of children 
come in by bus from around the area.  The 
display for CCMGA showcased a mature 
peanut plant; cotton, corn and sesame seed 
pods on stalks; herbs for smelling; rye grass 
for touching; and lots of local garden plants 
and flowers.   Approximately 1,600 kinder-
garten and preschool students, parents, and 
teachers attended the two-day event and 
each child was given a bag of vegetable/ 
flower seeds to take home and plant and 

was then presented with a sticker for being 

such good listeners.   
 They also volunteer at the Coffee 
County Water Festival, sponsored by the 
Coffee County Soil & Water Conservation 
District each Spring.  Both County and City 
Schools attend this event and the fourth 
graders truly enjoy all the activities of the 

four days of activities. 
 Our Coffee County Forestry and 
Wildlife Field Days was held at the National 
Security Recreation Area in Elba. Master 
Gardeners help teach and or assist with the 
Enviroscape, a table top model of a water-

shed.  This program covers 
the 5th graders of the County 
and City Schools of Coffee 
County.  The Coffee County 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District, the Coffee County 
Forestry Advisory Committee, 
Alabama Forestry Commis-
sion, Wiregrass Rural Conser-
vation & Development, Ala-
bama Forests Forever, and 
National Security Insurance 
Corporation sponsor the 

event. 
 Our Master Gardner 
group has always provided a 
hands-on presentation of agri-
culture from seeds to final 
products. It is a real experi-
ence to be inundated with 
hundreds of grade school 
children all wanting to touch 
and handle everything. As the 
commercial says, the experi-
ence is “priceless.” Last but 
not least, our members partici-
pate in manning the Dothan 
Peanut Festival “Fire Ant 

Booth” proving information on their habitat 

and control.  
 As the year ends, it is time to think 
of new beginnings in life, As Winter comes, 
so does Spring. What to plant, when to seed, 
how to nurture becomes the focus of our 
attention. Now is the time to plan and sharp-
en our tools for the year ahead. The Coffee 
County Master Gardeners look forward to 
continuing to contribute to the local commu-
nities in our existing programs and any new 

challenge that may present itself.   



 

15.  DeKalb County MGA                                      By Dawn Earley 
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14. Cullman County MGA                        By Jennifer Underwood 

13. Covington County MGA                                By Bonnie Reed 

 The CCMGAI has done it 
again!  The Master Gardener booth at the 
Cullman County Fair won a blue ribbon for 
the 4th year running!  This year we focused 
on rain gardens, displaying a cross-section 
of a rain garden in miniature. Crowds of 
people were educated on various aspects of 
gardening, as well as the Master Gardener 
program in general. We also invited the fair-
goers to visit our Rain Garden at the North 

Alabama Agriplex, which we completed 
earlier this year. What great exposure for all 
the Master Gardener program has to offer!  
 Then on October 25, the MGs 
were among 300 total volunteers to help out 
at the annual Peinhardt Living History Farm 
Day. Each year, about 2,000 people show 
up to learn about our country’s agricultural 
heritage at this event. Once again we had 
our Master Garden-
er booth from the 
county fair on dis-
play, and we also 
helped hundreds of 
children decorate 
pumpkins, a favorite 
Farm Day activity year after year. 

  Finally, we celebrated our bounty 
of accomplishments at our annual Christ-
mas party on December 7. This year’s 
theme was “How the Gardener Stole Christ-
mas,” and despite the fact that we played 
Dirty Santa, none of us left feeling like a 
Grinch! 
  Looking forward to having you all 
at the AMGA conference in March!  

 Seasons Greet-
ings fellow Master Garden-
ers.  This time of year finds 
us all cozied up with a cup 
of hot chocolate and our 
favorite seed catalogs and 

dreams of spring to come.   
 We had a very 
successful fair this year.  
Our participation involved 
decorating the fairground 
and putting our booth together.  It took many 
hands to accomplish what needed doing and 
it turned out pretty good.  Several of us as-
sisted with registration in the horticulture 
division as well as several other areas. 
There were lots of entries in the horticulture 
division this year, some were amazing in 
their size.  Each year we get it a little easier 
for the participants register their plants and 

stems. 
 Most of us have started preparing 
for the plant sale in April and praying that  
the winter is not too long or cold.  Cuttings 
are rooting, bulbs are waiting for the soil to 
warm and we are waiting to put down our 
seed.   It won’t be long and it will be spring 

again. 
  
 

November was election time and the new 
officers were installed at our December 

meeting.   
They are: 

Mike Kercher – President 
Dawn Earley – 1st Vice President 
Donna Wells – 2nd Vice President 

Norah Gamble – Secretary 
Robert Wells – Treasurer 

 

     May they have a successful two years. 
 
 We also enjoyed a wonderful 
meal, ‘Dirty Santa’ and a song and dance by 

Stanley Sims at the December meeting. 
  
 May you all have a wonderful 
Christmas Season and a very prosperous 

New Year! 

 

 

MGA Booth 
Dekalb Co Fair 

Song 

and 

dance 

by  
Stanley 

Sims 

‘Dirty 
Santa’ 
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In October, Etowah County Mas-
ter Gardeners took a day trip, by chartered 
bus, to Adairsville, Georgia. The first stop 
on the agenda was a visit to Barnsley Gar-
dens and a tour of the ruins of the Barnsley 
Home, plus a visit to the Barnsley Family 
Museum. After lunch at WinShape Retreat, 
Master Gardeners were given a brief tour of 
the facility that originally was a working 
dairy farm.  Master Gardeners then traveled 
to the Berry Museum and the Home of Mar-
tha Berry, the founder of Berry College. The 
last leg of the trip was a bus tour of the 
historical Berry College Campus, which 
encompasses 29,000 acres and is home to 
the Eagle Cam that documented the hatch-
ing of an eagle’s eggs and continues to 

record the eagles caring for their young.  
Speaker at the monthly meeting 

in October was Dove Stackhouse, with a 
presentation on seed saving. In November, 
Dale Stokes, of “Soar” gave a magnificent 
live bird presentation; in December, Harvey 

Cotton spoke on Native Azaleas. 
Etowah County MGs landscaped 

one new construction for Habitat for Hu-
manity. In addition, several members volun-
teered to assist teachers at Walnut Park 

Elementary School with a garden project 
two afternoons each month. In November, 
ECMG, Betty Hall, and Calhoun County 
Extension agent, Hayes Jackson conducted 

a well-attended Hypertufa workshop. 
A new slate of Board members 

and officers were elected at the December 
meeting. In preparation for the association’s 
annual fundraiser (the last weekend in 

April), work continues in the greenhouses. 
   Barnsley Gardens, a well-

manicured, colorful, well designed private 

garden has an interesting history. 

 The Greek Revival style home of 
Martha Berry is surrounded by an expan-
sive garden of rooms that is overseen by a 
former horticulture graduate of Berry Col-

lege.  

   Winshape Retreat originally was 
a working dairy farm where Berry college 
students worked to pay tuition. Dairy barns 
have been transformed in to beautiful con-

ference, class, and administrative rooms. 

17.  Etowah County MGA                                        By Carol Link 

   Our 2014 gardening year has   
closed.  The holidays are rapidly approach-
ing.  We've had a very productive, fun-filled 
year and are looking forward to 2015 to be 
even more productive, educational and 

filled with friends working together. 
 At our November meeting, we 
held elections and our new officers are 
(pictured from L to R):  Sheila Bolen Secre-
tary, Jack Bolen President, Linda Barnes 
Vice President, Martha Burnett Treasurer.  
We’re looking forward to many fresh new 

ideas and projects from them.  
   We're still busy with our school 

gardens in Wedowee and Roanoke and our 
volunteers are really enjoying the kids en-

thusiasm.       
 As they work with the students 
they tell them stories about the plants and 
gardens and teach them songs, hoping to 
encourage them to continue their gardening 
when not at school.  Gardening as a child 

truly leads to gardening as an adult. 
  In October, we held our first Fall 
Plant Sale and were very pleased with the 
turnout and earnings for our association.  
Pictured is Almeta Partin happy to complete 

sales for the choices made by shoppers.
 Since our Seed Saving Workshop 
this past September got us all excited and 
eager to start saving seeds we have our 
first ever Seed Swap planned for Spring, 
2015.  We're  anticipating a great turn-out 
matched only by the fun we'll have.
 We’ve made a lot of progress with 
our Smart Yard At the ACES Office in Ash-
land.  Two Weeping Yaupons, six Fire Nan-
dina and two roses have been added this 
fall and it is really looking smart!  The rain 
barrel continues to be well utilized during 

the rain-free times! 
 So, as we bid farewell to 2014 
and welcome in 2015, we wish you all a 

Blessed Holiday Season and Happy  
Gardening in 2015! 

16.  East Central Alabama MGA                       By Sheila Bolen 
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19.  Jackson County MGA                          By Elaine Brookshire 

20.  Jefferson County MGA                            By Fletcher Harvey 

18.  Fayette County MGA 

. 
 

 Where did the year go? It 
seems like yesterday we were 
complaining about the heat. Wasn’t 
it just in the last week or so we 
were thinking about Fall Plant 
Sales and pumpkin harvests? Nev-
ertheless, here we are filing 2014 in 
the archives and looking forward to 
lush flowers and bountiful harvests 
in 2015. 
 Jefferson County Master 
Gardeners enjoyed an exceptional 
year in 2014. In October we fin-
ished our regular meeting year with 
a presentation on edible land-
scapes by the incomparable Lois 
Trigg Chaplin, the author of “The 
Southern Gardener‘s Book of 
Lists.” Now with Bonnie Plants, 
Lois had a stellar previous career 
at Southern Progress Corporation. 
  

 Officers for 2015 were 
elected at the October meeting and 
installed at our  banquet in Novem-
ber.  
 

Ann Gray Harvey - President 
Pat Cosgrove - First Vice President,  
Hope Cooper - Second Vice President 
 Secretary - Alicia Hall 
 Tom Douglass - Treasurer.  
 Roger Clarke is Immediate Past            
President. 

 Our banquet program fea-
tured our own Kerry Smith whose 
presentation celebrated 100 years 
of ACES. Fred Spicer, Executive 
Director of the Friends of the Bir-
mingham Botanical Gardens, dis-
cussed the 50

th
 “Birthday” of BBG, 

and Birmingham Mayor William Bell 
expressed his pride in the City of 
Birmingham’s involvement with the 

Gardens and underscored the won-
derful working relationships be-
tween these agencies representing 
both the public and private sectors. 
 Individual plant societies 
took on the task of designing table 
decorations which also served as 
door prizes, proving yet again that 
gardeners are truly creative people. 
 The main event was the 
graduation of 45 Master Gardeners 
representing the Summer Class of 
2013 and the Class of 2014. We 
celebrate the achievements of 
these folks and look forward to their 
continuing involvement in the com-
munity at large and within our or-
ganization. Welcome aboard! 

 We wish everyone the hap-
piest of Holiday Seasons and good 
things ahead in the coming year. 

Jackson County MGA was awarded a blue ribbon for this year’s      

exhibit at the County Fair. 

Members of Jackson County MGA                                     

meet for annual plant swap. 



 

 

21.   Lee County MGA                                              By  Tomi Dugas 
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 Fall is a busy time for gardening and so it was for the Lee 
Co. Master Gardeners. This season we made great progress on 
our Caroline Dean Wildflower Trail, a natives trail in Opelika Munici-
pal Park. Coordinator Billie Oliver worked with the city to have haz-
ardous tree  taken down allowing expansion of the plantings into 
that section of the Trail. Volunteers from a Christian social fraternity 
worked to clear many invasives from the woods. And monies from 
the 2014 AMGA grant awarded to this project were used for pur-
chasing native plants for the trail beds. Now Cliftonia monophylla 
and Clethera alnifolia provide beauty and sustenance for both visi-
tors and wildlife in the park. A perennial bed was planted with Ti-
arella cordifolia, Polystichum acrostichoides and Iris cristata. The 
grant allowed us to purchase Hydrangea anomala petiolaris, Ilex 
verticillata, Lindera benzoin and more native azaleas for other are-
as. It also provided for professional botanical labels to identify se-
lected native shrubs and understory trees. We are very thankful for 

this assistance. 
 Other notable events this season have been a tour of the 
AU Medicinal Herb Garden by AU Medicinal Plant Collection gar-
den manager Tia Gonzales and a Butterfly Walk ‘n Talk given by 
MG Carol Griffin at Kiesel Park Garden. We also are proud to have 

five of our members participating in the Harvest for Health program. 
 And most importantly, we are pleased to welcome Tara 
Barr as the new Lee County Extension County Agent replacing 
Chuck Browne and to be able to offer a new MG Course in Lee Co. 

starting in January 2015. 

Tiarella cordifolia and Polystichum acrostichoides add interest into a new grant 
provided perennial bed in front of a grouping of Clethera alnifolia.  

Photo by Suzanne Montgomery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spencer Roy plants a small buckwheat tree, Cliftonia monophylla “Van Cleve,”  

and places the first botanical plant label on the Caroline Dean Wildflower  
Trail, all thanks to the 2014 AMGA grant. Photo by Beth Dorman 

22.  Limestone County MGA                                   By Joni Gruber  

 We are all preparing for winter 
and the holidays and have completed our 
gardening for a while due to the sudden 
onset of severe cold.  The following is how 
we spent our summer and early fall.  We’ve 
introduced some very interesting speakers 
at our meetings throughout this summer.  
 In June our V.P., Edith Kent 
demonstrated the propagation of Hydran-
geas using a plastic tub simulation of a 
greenhouse.  She has dozens of hydran-
geas in her yard of many varieties, and as 
many new plants potted at her greenhouse 
including Annabelle, Oak Leaf, Limelight 
and Macrophylla.      
 July brought Jerry Davis and his 
Albertine hardy rose that needs no spray-
ing or special care but just blooms its heart 
out for him year after year.  Jerry has had a 
love of roses for over 30 years and has a 
75% success rate with propagating.  He 

uses 4-6” old wood cuttings with one or two        
                                                              

leaves attached, after the rose is done 
blooming.  After making 2-3 scratches on 
the lower end of the cutting, he places it in 
a pot – no rooting hormone needed with 
this method.  Keep it moist and in the 
shade and plant by a support in the spring 
for an eventual lightly scented screened 
area.      
 In August, Melissa Kirkindall, 
whose yard is a Certified Backyard Habitat, 
gave a presentation on hummingbirds with 
videos and photos from her yard.  She 
keeps her feeders attractive to hummers 
with a recipe of 1 part sugar to 4 parts 
water, as well as plantings of red buckeye, 
native columbine and native coral honey-
suckle, Glossy Abelia, bee balm and of 
course red salvia.  Melissa will sometimes 
have 100’s of hummingbirds at her feeders 
in late August and September.  
 Our plant sale was very success-
ful in April so we donated more than 25%                               
                                                    

of the proceeds to AMGA Scholarship 
Fund.      
 The Triangles, one of our popular 
projects was beautifully planted, mulched, 
weeded, and watered with plans to deco-
rate for the fall.    
 The Demonstration Garden has 
mixed plantings of plants, flowers and veg-
etables, was weeded, and watered all sum-
mer, and anyone who wants the vegeta-
bles is allowed to take them when pro-
duced.     
 Our newest summer project   
was Hydrangea Propagation Workshop 
that was prepared with Edith Kent’s meth-
od.  More than 20 people  came by to learn 
about hydrangea propagation.  
 With the weather changing over 
to fall soon, we will begin our fall clean-up 
and start preparations for the holiday sea-
son.  We all had a busy and fulfilling sum-

mertime and hope you did too! 
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23.  Marble Valley MGA 

24.  Marshall County MGA                                   By  Linda Widner  

 The 
Marshall Coun-
ty Master Gar-
deners had a 
busy fall and 
then colder 
days blew in 
which brought 
us time to rest 
up for spring. 
Our CASA gar-
den is resting 
too while the 
“Garden Mas-
ters” order 
seeds and plan 
for next year’s 
planting. We 
are pleased 
that a couple of 
our new interns 
joined in the fun 
and helped with 
the harvest.  
 One of our new interns, 
John Penney, is working on a truly 
worthwhile project.  He is working 
with the court system to help the 
youth find a healthier life style. He 
is doing this by creating a garden 
where these young people will 
learn to plant, harvest and take    
the harvest home to their families. 
They may even learn marketing 
skills as they progress in this ad-
venture. The Marshall County Mas-
ter Gardener’s hope to lend some 
helping hands wherever we are 
needed.   
 One other project this Fall, 
involved a few of our members who 
maintained and planted flower beds 
at Shepherd’s Cove hospice facili-
ty. The gardens are greatly appre-
ciated by all who visit that facility. 
And last, but not least, Joyce Davis 
won 1st prize at the Marshall  
County Fair creating a beautiful 
and informative Master Gardener’s 

display. The prize money will help 
the association with other projects.  
 In October we had the 
pleasure of having Phyllis Light, of 
Arab, speak to us about the bene-
fits of growing and using herbs for 
medicinal purposes. We learned a 
great deal from her experience in 
this area. Her family has been 
herbalists for several generations.
 Then in November Dan 
Porch spoke about invasive plants, 
and especially focused on the need 
to kill privet. Dan always has a 
practical way of making you think 
twice about what is growing in your 
yard or woods and take action   
before things get out of control.   
He also shared buck eye seeds 
with the group which we enjoyed 
receiving.  
 In November some of our 
members participated in “Farm City 
Week” which was an ACES       
program gave the community an    
opportunity to go tour a couple of 

local farms and see how each farm 
operated. We met some wonderful 
farming families and appreciated  
all they do to provide food for our 
tables. Our MCMG association  
provided lunch for those attending. 
  The  December meeting 
was a pot luck luncheon. We all 
brought a gift to raffle off and the 
funds were donated to the Marshall 
County Coalition. They purchased 
Christmas gifts for the children in 
the area. The raffle seems to be a 
tradition; everyone enjoys the food, 
the fellowship, and knowing we 
helped some have a better Christ-
mas.  
 We hope all of you have a 
Merry Christmas and that the New 
Year brings you many memorable 
times in your homes and gardens. 
 
  

Phyllis Light, Carol Nicholas, and Sue Water 
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25.  Master Gardeners of North Alabama       By Elouisa Stokes 

As always the fall and winter 
has been busy for the Master 
Gardeners of North Alabama.  We 
have finished up another wonder-
ful Master Gardener class, had a 
fantastic plant swap with lots of 
new plants, and ended up with 
another outstanding Christmas 
Social with the best food ever 

and lots of well-earned awards. 
Last spring we began work-

ing with one of our local schools 
(Morris Elementary) with a Junior 
Master Gardener program.  Car-
olyn Wade, a new Alabama Mas-
ter Gardener, took the reins and 
has done a fantastic job pulling 
together Master Gardeners to 
teach the students how to grow 
plants, keeping a greenhouse 
going, and all about soils since 
that is the basis of gardening.  
This has been a wonderful pro-
ject for the students but even 
better for the Master Gardener 
volunteers.  The shine in the eyes 
of the children as they begin to 
understand the relationship of 
plants to life is incredible and 
Carolyn has done an outstanding 

job of encouraging both to make 

this project work. 
In October, we worked with 

the Huntsville Botanical Garden 
Plant Sale and did pH testing for 
many local gardeners as well as 
answering many questions about 
fall gardening.  Our Garden and 
our Master Gardeners are trying 
to encourage more fall planting 
of shrubs and trees ,as we all 
know, they do better with fall 
planting than spring so this sale 
is a great educational opportuni-

ty. 
October we also had a fantas-

tic plant swap during our meeting 
with over 100 plants for the mem-
bers.  As another part of our out-
reach to the community we deco-
rated a Christmas Garden tree at 
the Huntsville Library to show-

case Master Gardeners. 
In December we had over 150 

folks for our annual Christmas    
Social and Awards night.  We 
awarded Owen Hofer the New 
Project award.  Patty Cowart In-
tern of the Year.  Project of the 
Year was given to the Demon-

stration Vegetable Garden which 
is our part of the Huntsville Bo-
tanical Garden.  This project was 
completely revamped this year 
and produce was donated to the 
Care and Assurance for fresh 
vegetables for seniors.  Some-
times we were even able to     
deliver the fresh produce.  Our 
Master Gardener of the Year is 
Andria Cummings, editor of 
“Garden Thymes,” who pulls 
wonderful articles out of the 
membership to write the best 
newsletter we’ve ever had.  In 
addition she has worked with 
several research projects from 
Auburn students, the Demonstra-
tion Vegetable Garden, and is our 
representative to the Alabama 
Advisory Council.  Congratula-

tions to all our honorees. 
A new year has begun and 

we are excited about all the pro-
jects we are doing.  From our as-
sociation, Happy New Year and 
Happy Gardening in 2015 to all of 

you. 

26.  Mobile County MGA                                   By Nancy Adams 

 Looking back over 2014, 
Mobile County Master Gardeners 
have much for which to be grate-
ful – and proud.  Under the able 
leadership of Jan Tanner, from 
the MG Class of 2013, our 
DREAM Garden has a new de-
sign and promises to be a beauti-
ful addition to the grounds of 
Mobile County Extension Ser-

vice.  
 For the November meet-
ing, our group met for brunch at 
Bean & Bistro in Fairhope, fol-
lowed by a tour of the Fairhope 
Public Works Department’s 

greenhouses.  The City of Fair-
hope is known for having beauti-
ful seasonal flowers on its 
streets throughout the year and 

it is a treat to see. 
 Fifteen interns graduated 
in the MG Class of 2014 on No-
vember 5th. They were already 
becoming assimilated into the 
activities of the group.  They 
were actively involved in the 
Christmas Greenery Sale in early 
December,  proceeds will help to 
fund a scholarship for a horticul-
ture student at Auburn Universi-
ty.   

 Some of you may have 
known our friend and fellow Mas-
ter Gardener, Margie Smith, who 
passed away unexpectedly in 
November.  Margie and husband 
Jim were beekeepers who lived 
in Chunchula and were always 
interested in sharing information 
about the importance of bees 
and pollinators.  They were in-
strumental in getting honey and 
wax products established in Ala-

bama as a commodity.   
 We hope you all have a 
merry Christmas and a happy 

new year! 
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  In September Morgan 
County Master Gardeners co-
sponsored the annual Horticul-
ture Exhibit with the Morgan 
County Fair. Plants were brought 
from the community for judging 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place rib-
bons in a variety of catego-
ries.  There were a record num-
ber of entries by youth this year. 
It has been a goal of our organi-
zation to reach more of our com-
munities' youth. The Horticulture 
Exhibit is a good way to reach 

this group. 
  Master Gardeners of 
North Alabama and Morgan 
County Master Gardeners gath-
ered in October to tour Jim Al-
len's Garden.  This was a second 
tour for many to his tropical par-
adise.  There were some chang-
es to his garden which included 
some missing trees to let in 
more light and a small pond 
near the front of the garden. He 
continues to add plants that give 
the garden a fresh look.  We 

were delighted and inspired. 
 The program for our Oc-
tober meeting was presented by   
Allynn Crane.  He spoke about 
the things we need to be doing 
in the garden during the Fall.  A 
group from our association 
toured the Bel Chèvre 
Cheese Factory and were able to 
sample a variety of flavors of 

goat cheese.   
 In November, volun-
teers from our association assist-
ed April Waltz of the Alabama 
Wildlife Federation in developing 
an Outdoor Classroom at West 

Morgan Elementary 
School.  Much was accomplished 
even though it was a cold rainy 

day. 
 The program for our No-
vember meeting, The Spirit of 
Thanksgiving was presented by 
Brenda Close.  We were remind-
ed of all the things in nature to be 
thankful for especially at this 

time of year. 
 November was gradua-
tion time for three of our mem-
bers.  Larry Moss, Amy Kirsch 
and Jo Ann Wright received their 
certificates for completing their 
training and needed volunteer 
hours as interns.  We welcome 

them to our association.  
(Jo Ann Wright not shown.) 

 Ken Creel presented a 
workshop on Planting Trees in  
September at the Morgan County 
Extension Service.  In December, 
he presented a workshop at the 
Aquadome on Pruning. These 
timely instructions were interest-
ing and valuable for the commu-

nity. 
                                         

 Our association in con-
junction with Decatur Parks and 
Recreation committed to present-
ing a Lunch and Learn session 
for the community each month at 
the Aquadome Recreation Center 
in Decatur.  Amy Rakestraw of 
Sugar Magnolia gave instruction 
on "Container Gardening".  Han-
nah's Landscapes taught us 
"How to Get Your Garden Ready 
for the Winter".  There was a 
beautifully presented program by 
Herb Lewis on "Attracting Wild-
life to the Garden".  Not only has 
this provided gardening infor-
mation to the public, but it has 
also given Master Gardeners and 
interns the opportunities to earn 

their C.E.U.'s. 
 December Christmas So-
cial was held  at the Vestavia 
Clubhouse to share our experi-
ences and enjoy each others 
company.  It was a very enjoya-

ble way to end our year.  
 
 
 

27.  Morgan County MGA                                          By Sonja Hyatt 

28.  Pike County                                                     By Sheri Brooks  

29.  Russell County MGA 



 

 

Garden Pathways  Winter -  2014-  Volume 14 Issue 60                   Page  14 

30.  Shelby County MGA                                     By Susan Seng 

31.  Shoals MGA                                                    By  Kaye Hillis 

 What a busy fall we 
had here in the North Ala-
bama area, we have taken on 
some new projects to keep 
us busy.  We recently went 
to one of our area schools to 
start working on some raised 
beds that were very much in 
need of weeding, replanting, 
and new mulch.  This will be 
maintained by the school 
officials once we have com-

pleted it. 
 
 We are cleaning all of 
the community beds at the 
Lauderdale Extension office, 
just in time for the 100th an-
niversary of extension.  
Wow, all those old cook-
books we bought while tak-
ing Home Economics are 
still being used in school 

today.  
 
 At our November meet-
ing, we graduated our 2014 in-
terns under the guidance of Chris 

Becker, and his many helpers.  
 
 So, as we look forward to 
those long winter nights, we can
    

               
think of all we are going to do 
this Spring. Well, maybe some of 
us, but I for one, will love looking 
at all of those catalogs that keep 

coming in the mail.  
 
 Remember to keep feed-
ing all of those birds and other    
                                      

wildlife that we love to sit at a 

window and watch. 
 
 So, from everyone we 
wish you a Blessed Christmas, 

and a Very Happy New Year.   

2014 Shoals MG Interns 

ATTENTION ALL PRESIDENTS, REPORTERS, AND BOARD MEMBERS: 
 

Please send all Articles and Photos and Reports to: 
gardenpathways@roadrunner.com 
Please include name of Association  
or Report Name in the subject line. 

Thank You, 
Ona Garwood - Editor 

Garden Pathways 

mailto:gardenpathways@roadrunner.com
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At our December meeting, Charles Pinkston, St 
Clair Co. Extension Agent presented the Interns 

their certificate of completion of class and in-
stalled the officers for 2015.  

 
President - Tom Terry  

Vice President - Gloria Adams 
Secretary - Donnie Olis;  

Assistant Secretary -  Don Patterson  
Treasurer -  Pam Garrison   

Assistant Treasurer - Adrienne Bourland.  
 

 Tis the season to reminisce and begin 
thinking about your summer gardens plans for 
the New Year. We are already making plans for a 
new project. We are excited about being involved 
with the Native Plant Walking Trail at the Lakeside 

Park in Pell City, a community partnership with 

other groups. 
 
 The 2.5-acre location will be divided into 
‘garden rooms’ and planted with native Alabama 
plants. The trail will provide an enjoyable place to 
walk and learn about the wonderful selection of 
Alabama plants. It is meant to represent a walk in 
the wood where one can explore and discover 
many of the plants we have grown up enjoying 
and some plants that have been forgotten and 
underused in our present day gardens. We see 
this as a multi-year project where we will have the 
opportunity to learn more about our native plants 

and share this knowledge with the community. 
 

         St. Clair County Master Gardener Interns 

32.  St. Clair County MGA                              By Patricia Peoples 

 

  
 
 

 Tags are currently available at $20 each.         
Proceeds are a 50/50 split between the AMGA 
Endowment Fund at Auburn University and 
the Alabama  Master Gardener Program.   
 Tag sales are not limited to Master        
Gardeners. They are available to anyone.  
These look great on the front of your car, golf 
cart, RV,   or garden wagon. They also make 
great gifts.  
   
 Contact Kathie Bass at AMGAFundrais-
ingChair@gmail.com or 256-457-6530 and we 
will get them shipped out to you.  We will also 
send out bulk orders to local Associations who 
wish to make them available to their member-
ship and the new Master Gardener Interns.   

 
 
 

 
 

Master Gardener Front Car Tags 

mailto:AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com
mailto:AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com


 

 Page  16  Garden Pathways  Winter - 2014 -  Volume 14 Issue 60  

33. Tallapoosa County MGA                      By Judy Heinzen               

The Fall 
Gardening 
Extravagan-
za event on 
October 10, 
2014 in Al-
exander City 
was sold out 
nearly two 

weeks before the date, and a wait-
ing list was set up while organiz-
ers looked for ways to accommo-
date more people.  Attendees and 
speakers had many good things to 
say about the Extravaganza.  
Most everyone said they wanted 
to come back next year.  Little did 
they know, it almost didn’t happen. 
 Planning for the event 
began in July, however we did not 
have any commitments from 
speakers.  At the mid-August Mas-
ter Gardener meeting, the group 
decided not to hold the event.  But 
the invited speakers all responded 
within a few days of each other 
the last week of August so the 
decision was made to go ahead.  
Advertising for the event began 
right after Labor Day.  Shane Har-
ris, Tallapoosa County Extension 
Coordinator, Ann Regnier, Presi-
dent of the Tallapoosa County 
Master Gardeners, and Board 
members made a plan -- members 
signed up for committees at the 
mid-September Master Gardener 
meeting for the event that was just 
three weeks away.  Members re-
cruited more sponsors, and door 
prizes.  Posters and flyers were 
distributed.  A new Tallapoosa 
Master Gardener Volunteer Pro-
gram brochure was created to 
invite the community to signup for 
the next class in January.  The 
food committee contacted caterers 
to serve beverages, snacks, and 
lunch for nearly 350 people. 
 Members arrived very ear-
ly to greet the visitors and direct 
them to the parking areas.  Regis-
tration moved smoothly.  The hall 
was buzzing with activity as peo-
ple had a cup of coffee and a 

snack as they walked around to 
observe the exhibits.  Members 
from around the state greeted 
each other as folks began to sit 
down at the tables.  The rest of 
the story is history.  

 The speakers were warm-
ly welcomed by all and proved to 
be as entertaining as expected.   
 Steve Bender, the “Grumpy Gar-
dener,” discussed “Grumpy's 
Deadly Garden Plagues.” 
 
Lois Trigg Chaplin, Bonnie 
Plants marketing director, gave a 
presentation “Eat Your Way 
Around the House,” showing 
how vegetables and herbs may be 
grown in landscapes. 
 
Robert  Lee, Inventor of Encore® 
Azalea, spoke on the “New Plant 
Explosion.”  
 
Jason Powell, co-owner of Petals 
From The Past nursery in 
Jemison, shared his selections for 
“Reliable Plants for the Fall Gar-
den.” 
 
 Tallapoosa County Master  
Gardeners have had many other 
activities this year: 

 Annual Mulch and Compost 

Sale in April   

 Raised planting beds were 

established at The Lighthouse 
in Alexander City, and The 
Girls Ranch in Camp Hill.  
Brad Copeland, Dianna Por-
ter, JoAnne Hawk and Laurel 
Goldsmith led these efforts. 

 Participation in the MTCWP 

2014 Water Festival at Wind 
Creek State Park 

 Establish and maintain planter 

boxes at the Tallapoosa 
County Courthouse 

 Assist with  the Bee Keeper 

Workshop given by the Exten-
sion 

 Assist with the Tree Pruning 

Workshop given by the Exten-
sion 

 Marian Edel presented a 

Cooking With Herbs Work-
shop at Auburn 

 A Facebook page was created 

and maintained by Laurel 
Goldsmith.  Photos of many of 
these events are posted for 
viewing at:  https://
www.facebook.com/
TallapoosaCountyMAster-
GardenersAssociation 

 Sugar Cane and Sorghum at 

the Grangers taught members 
about the centuries old art of 
making syrups.   

 Training for participation in the    

Harvest for Health program  

 Stream Walk with Horseshoe 

Bend School 6th Graders 
 
 The 2015 Board was vot-
ed upon at the November meet-
ing.           

New officers are:   
 

Ann Regnier -  President;     
Kathy Nicholson -  Vice- President 

Linda Bodine -  Secretary 
Sallie Mason - Treasurer. 

 
 Will this active member-
ship be up to the challenge of how 
to make the 2015 Fall Gardening 
Extravaganza bigger and better 
than the event in 2014?  Come 
back next year and see for your-
self! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/TallapoosaCountyMAsterGardenersAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/TallapoosaCountyMAsterGardenersAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/TallapoosaCountyMAsterGardenersAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/TallapoosaCountyMAsterGardenersAssociation


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page  17       Garden Pathways  Winter - 2014 -  Volume 14 Issue 60 

 We have had a busy fall in 
Tuscaloosa. Our fall conference 
was a great success with full at-
tendance, amazing food, beautiful 
flowers and great people. Every-
one had a fun time. 
 We started a new volun-
teer effort at Hospice in Novem-
ber. We have a great group of 
workers and it is a delightful place 
to work. We are looking forward to 
working there every week. 
 We hosted our first “Lunch 
and Learn” workshop on  Decem-
ber 2.  We were fortunate to have 
two very talented Master Garden-
ers, Pat Williams and Kristin 
Capley, teach us how to arrange 
holiday floral displays. The pro-
gram was open to the public and 

we had a full room of participants. 
Some very beautiful arrangements 
left the building along with the con-
fidence to create our own master 
pieces. It was a very successful 
first effort. 

 Our December meeting 
included installation of our 2015 
Officers and board members as 
follows:  

Octavia Miles - President 
     Ann Hewitt -  Vice-president 

 Linda Baggett - Treasurer  
 Susan Kilgore - Secretary 

 Other very essential mem-
bers of the TCMG are: Brenda 
Lynch - Nominations;  Judith 
Rives -  Advisory Council Rep-

resentative;  Pam Sloan - Com-
munications;  Laurie Reinwald - 
Membership;   Kay Smith - His-
torian;  Gypsy Key and Elaine 
Elmore -  Hospitality; and  Har-
old Phillips -   Audit Chair. 

 We also had a very spe-
cial speaker in Christy Tree who 
imparted her family history of 
Christmas Trees. It was a festive 
and fun time for us all. TCMGs 
wish everyone a . . .Very Merry 
Christmas and  a Happy New 
Year. 

34. Tuscaloosa County MGA                               By Jeanie Gray 

Pansies at Hospice 

Harold Phillips, Elaine Elmore, Gypsy Key,  

Linda Baggett, Ann Hewitt, Octavia Miles,  

Brenda Lynch 

35.  Walker MGA                                                    By Ann Cook 

 In the third quarter, our 
association certainly was moti-
vated.  At the beginning of the 
quarter, we had a delightful and 
certainly informative program by 
owner of Four Seasons Nursery,  
Joyce Knight. She identified 
plants that help repel mosquitoes 
and brought some for our view-
ing. She inspired us to quickly go 
fetch those particular plants or 
products to stamp the mosqui-
toes issue out in order to enjoy 
the great outdoors.   
 Then in August, our 
President,   Ricky Burton handed 

out a helpful handout on garden 
tips. Some we already knew, 
some we didn't know, and many 
we had forgotten.  
 Ending our quarter, Dan-
ny Cain, Walker County Exten-
sion Agent, presented a program 
on seed saving. Needless to say, 
we are all going to stop buying 
our favorites and start saving 
more from our gardens for next 
year's planting. 
 Two field trips were en-
joyed by many, Gurley's Hydro-
ponic Farm and Steele Orchard 
in  Cullman.   

  We were recognized and 
awarded a blue ribbon for our 
Walker County Fair exhibit. Our 
theme exhibit at the county fair 
was “Growing/Cooking/
Freezing Grapes.”  Donna Davis 
did an outstanding job on our 
grape exhibit. We are now pon-
dering next year's exhibit theme. 
 Along with our cancer  
survivor friends from the Harvest 
for Help mentoring program, 
some spouses, and members 
enjoyed  a Thanksgiving meal in 
October.   

36.  Wiregrass MGA                                        By Beth Arnold 


