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` Baldwin County Master Gardeners 
along with many Master Gardeners from 
around the state are working to make the 
2014 AMGA Conference a great experi-
ence for all who attend. The insert contains 
the specifics of the program, brief biog-
raphies of the speakers, maps for the tech 
challenged, and THE REGISTRATION 
FORM! Check the website for any addition-
al information. 
 Why a conference in late April?  
Driving down I-65 on Monday, April 28?  If 
you’ve registered for the tours at Splinter 
Hill Pitcher Plant Bog, you will get your an-
swers from Fred Nation at this phenomenal 
spot that is globally significant.  The peak 
blooming of pitcher plants is at this time. 
You’ll get a ‘2-for-1 special’ at Exit 45 if you 

combine the bog tour with the Perdido 
Vineyards tour. The Pitcher Plant Bog is 37 
miles from the Daphne Civic Center [DCC] 
and even closer from the hotels. If you are 
carpooling, you should all be signing up   
for the Exit 45 tours as the numbers per 
tour are limited.  
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ALABAMA . . . A Gardener’s JUBILEE! 

NOMINEES ARE... 

Board 
Member 
 

Deborah R. 
Cheatum, 
Autauga 

County 
Master  
Gardeners 
 

 Deborah Cheatum 
was certified as a Master 
Gardener in 2009 and elect-
ed president of  Autauga  
County MGA in 2012 and 
2013.  She introduced new 
programs, concepts and in-
formation to her association. 
a Lunch and Learn series, 
and a mentoring program for 
interns. 
 

    

Board  
Member 
 

Brenda 
Tapp 
North  
Alabama 
Master 
Gardeners 

 Brenda  Tapp  took 
the MG course in Madison 
County in winter 1998, and 
immediately began working 
with the class committee, 
and in 1999 became editor 
of the MGNA Newsletter.  
In 2002, she developed 
Master Gardeners  of North 
Alabama first e-mail member
-notification-system and 
managed it through 2010. 
                                    

AMGA  
Nominating 
Committee 
 
Pam Olson 
Autauga   

County  
Master  
Gardeners 
 

 She took the Master 
Gardener course in 2007 
and has found a niche in her 
local association doing ad-
ministrative and computer 
work.  Seven years as a 
Master Gardener, she  ad-
mits that her yard will always 
look like a work-in-progress 
and that she’s more comfort-
able discussing plant anato-
my than horticulture.   

http://www.alabamamg.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                                 By Dottye Pierce 

                       I’m ready for 
Spring—the real thing, not a day or 
two to tease us!  I’ve been looking 
at seed catalogs, drooling over the 
new plants available, and deciding 

what I really “need” this year.  This 
winter has been very tough; on 
humans and plants alike, and the 
jury is out on what has survived 
and will recover from the beating it 
took.  I spent this afternoon super-
vising my yard guys in moving and 
removing some casualties, and am 
extremely pleased with the results.  
The neighbors across the street 
commented that they didn’t even 
know I had a Japanese maple in 
the front.  No surprise there, you 
couldn’t see it for the overgrowth.  
Now I have to decide what to put 

in there that won’t hide the tree.   
I am looking forward to the State 
Conference in Daphne in a few 
weeks, and hope that many of you 
will join us there.  It promises to be 
a very interesting slate of speakers 
with a wide variety of tours open to 
all of us.  Please remember that 
the AMGA meeting on Tuesday is 
open to all members, regardless of 
whether you are registered for the 
Conference.  As always, happy 
gardening…… 

  Dottye 

Fundraising                                                           By Kathie Bass 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION TO OUR SPONSORS,  
VENDORS, DONORS, AND ADVERTISERS 

 
 Alabama Master Gardener’s wish to express their deepest thanks for the recent support to the 2014 
AMGA Conference in Daphne, Alabama. Generous gifts from these Sponsors, Vendors, Donors, and Ad-

vertisers who provide the financial and moral support needed to continue our mission.  
 With their faithful financial contributions over the years, they have demonstrated a deep commitment 
to our work of continuing education of Master Gardeners and the general public. 
 There is no way to fully express our gratitude for their loyalty. AMGA is continually inspired by the 
dedication and generosity of Sponsors, Vendors, Donors, and Advertisers like those listed who answer the 
call to give again and again. 
 
 We look forward to a long and lasting relationship with these companies and hope to see them in 

Cullman County in 2015.  
 

 Sponsors: Alabama Farmers’ Cooperative             Hickory Sponsor 
                                 Bonnie Plants, Inc.                Oak Sponsor 
   Black Kow Compost    Dogwood Sponsor 

 Vendors: Eagles Roost Herb Farm   Azalea 
   Florian Tools     Azalea 
   Rusty Birds     Camellia 

 Advertisers: Niche Gardens    
   Master Gardeners of North Alabama 

 Donors: Flower House Furniture    Impatiens 
   High Mowing Organic Seeds               Caladium 
   Johnny Select Seeds    Caladium & Impatiens 
   Niche Gardens     Caladium & Impatiens 
   PDSI      Impatiens 
   Proven Winners     Caladium 
   Terracycle     Impatiens 
 
 If you know of a company, local or national, who you think might be interested in supporting  AMGA 

contact:  Kathie Bass, AMGA Fundraising Chairman at: AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com  or  
 256-457-6530  

Master Gardener Front Car Tags 
 

 Tags are currently available at $20 each.         
Proceeds are a 50/50 split between the AMGA Endow-
ment Fund at Auburn University and the Alabama  
Master Gardener Program.   
 Tag sales are not limited to Master Gardeners. 
They are available to anyone.  These look great on the 
front of your car, golf cart, RV, or garden wagon. They 
also make great gifts.  
  Contact Kathie Bass at AMGAFundrais-
ingChair@gmail.com or 256-457-6530 and we will get 
them shipped out to you.  We will also send out bulk 
orders to local Associations who wish to make them 
available to their membership and the new  
Master Gardener Interns.   

Fundraising                                                              By Kathie Bass 

mailto:AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com
mailto:AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com
mailto:AMGAFundraisingChair@gmail.com
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A BLASTING Winter                                              By Kerry Smith 

And that’s putting it mildly! 
The weather reporters found 
so many fun interjections this 
year.  “Gridlock again!” “Not 
since 1993,” “Storm spreads 
misery,” etc., etc.  Across Ala-
bama, our average tempera-
tures for December and Janu-
ary were somewhere in the 
upper 40’s F.  In these same 
months, we normally have 

fewer than 10 days registering low temperatures at 
32˚F or below.  In fact, it’s rare to see low tempera-
tures stay below 20˚F for most of our state.  But this 
year we’ve seen real winter weather - a miserable 
winter by Alabama norms. 
 

So it’s been a tad inconvenient for travel, our heating 
bill is higher, and maybe the dog had to stay inside a 
bit more than usual.  Who cares - I’m worried about 
my plants!  Sad, but true, many of us are doing spring 
reconnaissance this year.  
 

Our non-native landscape plants may take the big-
gest hit.  Some are tropical and simply can’t tolerate 
extended temperatures below 20˚F.  Sometimes long
-established plants are surprised by cold when it oc-
curs before a transition between growing pains to 
winter pains, or when recently exposed to the ele-
ments (maybe a large tree came down in the fall sea-
son that previously afforded shelter).  Freezing and 
thawing of plant tissue can also damage otherwise 
hardy plants. 
 

Remember the hardiness zones?  The term comes 
from the USDA Cold Hardiness Zone Map. This map 
tells us the average winter lows for a given area.  
There are 11 US hardiness zones. North Alabama 
includes zones 7a and 7b having average 30 year 
lows between 0-5 degrees F.  Coastal Alabama push-
es into Zone 9a with average winter lows of 20-25 
degrees F. I should note that this low is the “average 
annual extreme minimum”.  This does not factor in a 
duration period of these readings. 
 

Duration is often the tipping point between a plant 
tolerating the cold and not.  If the temperature read-
ing is 19 degrees F, but only sits there for 30 minutes 

the zone 9a plant will likely survive.  However, an 
hour or more with a temperature below the minimum 
tolerance and the plant will likely not survive.  Blan-
kets and sheltered planting locations help many gar-
deners push the limits of cold temperature tolerances. 
 

Signs of winter damage: 
 

 Peeling bark on a plant that doesn’t naturally dis-
play this trait 

 Leaf buds that never regrow when its neighboring 
pants do 

 Dead leaves remaining (clinging) to the branch 

 Cracks at the crown, along a branch, or at the 
soil line 

 Browned (burned) leaf margins – usually part of 
the leaf remains green 

  

 I’m going on record to say, “Yeah for spring! I 
never thought I’d miss you so much.”  My limequats 
are toast, my gardenias are burned, and my fig vine 
needs a severe crew cut.  Happy spring to every-
one!!! ………….  

CORRECTIONS:  January 2014  issue of Garden Pathways 

  
 A sentimental and personal reflection of a friend, 
Bill Carpenter.  Please note that it was penned by Chuck 
Browne, County Extension Coordinator in Lee County. 
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 The AMGA Board met March 
4th 2014 at the Alabama Power Build-
ing in Clanton Alabama. President 
Dottye Pierce called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 AM.  
 Secretary Mary Long 
emailed the minutes of the December 
Board Meeting to all members.  The 
minutes were approved with the cor-
rection of one word.  
 The financial report which 
included a balance sheet and a profit 
& loss report was distributed by 
Treasurer Mary Howe and then dis-
cussed and approved. 
 Frieda Romanchuk, Confer-
ence Chair for the 2014 conference 
gave an oral report and stated that 
there were  changes in some commit-
tees, but the conference plans were 
on schedule for April. She stated that 
the block of rooms were almost full at 
the Fairfield and Courtyard but the 
Hampton still had rooms. There was a 
discussion about the sponsors for the 
conference listed on the website and 
that they would be changed to this 
year’s sponsors after the 2014 confer-
ence.  
 Kerry Smith, State MG Pro-
gram Coordinator reported about two 

new phone APPS they are working 
on, one on fertilizers and one SOW 
about what vegetables to plant.  
Phil Gatlin, Brenda Armstrong and 
Sherilyn Osborne distributed their 
report on the 2015 Conference. 
Blount and Cullman Counties seem to 
be doing a great job and have a great 
line-up of speakers. The 2015 confer-
ence will be March 23, 24, and 25. 
The Wiregrass Master Gardeners 
reported on their progress for  the 
conference set for May 12,13, and 14 
in 2016.  
Committee Reports; 

  Brenda Tapp reported that 

Sherilyn Osborne of Blount Coun-
ty is the new Advisory Council 
Secretary, and the next Advisory 
Council meeting will be in April.  

  The Scholarship Committee 

reported that the endowment 
stands at over $88,000.  The 
board voted to start the process 
of establishing a second endow-
ment scholarship fund that would 
be for graduate students. 

  The Communication Com-

mittee submitted a report on up-
dates that need to be made to the 
AMGA Board Manual. Printed 

reports were handed out to all 
present. and suggestion were 
accepted.  The Communication 
Committee and the Webmaster 
will work together to get these 
changes made to the online man-
ual. 

  John Baker, Membership 

Chair reported that there were 
some counties still not reporting 
membership on the new data-
base and that some who had 
reported, the number of members 
and the dues paid did not match. 

  Project Committee reported 

that five applications for a total of 
$3,840 in project funding had 
been selected and would be an-
nounced at the conference.  

  The Continuing Education 

Committee announced that the 
2014 One Day Fall Seminar 
would be held in Marshall County 
at the Guntersville State Park 
Lodge on September 16. 2014. 
More details will be in the August 
newsletter. 

 

  

Board Highlights                                               By Joyce Davis 

 



 

1.  Autauga County MGA     By Nancy Waggoner 

Garden Pathways  Spring - 2014 -  Volume 14  -Issue 57 

HAPPENINGS 

 

AROUND 

 

ALABAMA 

MASTER 

GARDENERS 

                  Page  6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 Daffodils bloom in stunning 
outbursts of applause for winter’s 
end. Flowering trees are impression-
ist renderings of magenta, pink and 
white; there is hope for spring as 
Autauga County Master Gardeners 
prepare for delicious warm days of 
outdoor activity.  Knockout roses are 
pruned, yard debris cleared and little 
pots and trays hide ready- to-sprout 
seeds tucked away from surprise of 
late frost. 
 In the spirit of this change-of
-season kickoff, the topic of our first 
Lunch and Learn of the year was 
Vegetable Gardening.  Brother and 
sister veteran gardeners Anthony 
Yarbrough and Marie Tomlin gave a 

presentation geared toward begin-
ning as well as experienced vegeta-
ble growers.  A seamless combina-
tion of lecture, power point pictures 
and charts with lots of excellent an-
swers to questions made this event 
an overwhelming success.  Nineteen 
members of the community were in 
attendance as well as many ACMGA 
members. We look forward to pre-
senting Container Gardening, The 
Edible Landscape and Ferns in fu-
ture Lunch and Learns. 
 In February, stars fell on 

Autauga County!  ACMGA members 
were awarded bronze, silver and 
gold stars as well as gold badges for 
hours served, evidence that volun-
teer activities are the heart of our 

association mission. We proudly 
announce ACMGA nominees for 
state awards: Deborah Cheatum for 
top hours of the year, Debbie 
Boutelier for lifetime hours and An-
thony Yarbrough’s newsletter Dirty 
Digs.  Our fingers are crossed for 
these exemplary members as the 
state convention approaches. 
 Digging, dividing and potting 
are Plant Sale preparation words.  
Sure enough, this ACMGA annual 
event is scheduled for April 26th in 
Prattvillage Gardens in downtown 
Prattville.  We hope to lure many 
customers who will find plants, trees, 
shrubs, bulbs and garden bric-a-brac 
at reasonable prices.   
 ACMGA members are con-
tinually learning; this winter was no 
exception.  Yvonne Thomas, County 
Extension Coordinator spoke to our 
group in January to discuss plans for 
2014, the centennial year for the 
Alabama Cooperative Extension 
Service; we appreciate the wonder-
ful partnership we have with Yvonne!  
Capitol City Master Gardener Ann 
Waldo was our guest speaker in 
February.  The title of her presenta-
tion was, “Master of an Imperfect 
Garden”, an informative talk on flow-
er growing.  John-Paul O’Driscoll 
addressed the association in March 
to encourage participation in the 
People Against a Littered State 
(PALS) and Adopt-A-Mile programs. 
Many attended an outstanding fruit 
tree pruning workshop at ACMGA 
member Gaines Smith’s orchard. 

Pruning workshop at Gaines 

Smith’s Orchard. 

2. Baldwin County MGA                               By Frieda  Romanchuk 

 ICE STORM IN BALDWIN 
COUNTY that reached as far as the 
GULF OF MEXICO?  You all had 
worse in counties to the north but 
we had our share and so many of 
our delicate plants wiped out! Ah, to 
start over again! Baldwin County 
Master Gardeners Plant Sale: April 
3-6 at Weeks Bay! 
 Our winter speakers 

brought with them a sense of spring 
to come.  Randall Prewitt, President 
of the South Alabama Wild Flower 
Society, brought with him his self-
deprecating humor.  He began with 
the fact that his parents considered 
him the flower of his family:  a 
blooming idiot! Some facts he pre-
sented:  wildflowers include hedges, 
grasses, and trees and Alabama is 

the second in the nation with its  
diversity of Wild Flowers with 49% 
of those in Mobile and Baldwin 
Counties. Daryl Pichoff, President of 
the Baldwin County Bee Keepers, 
had us thinking about bee keeping 
and pollination.  Think twice before 
flattening that pesky honey bee – by 
nature, its life span is very short and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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it does a lot of work during that 
short time! 
 Speaking of bees, the 
BUSY BEE ribbons that are pre-
sented monthly by our president, 
Gene Sellier, went to Jim Gaines in 
January.  Jim is heading up the 
Weeks Bay Long Leaf Pine and Ar-
boretum landscape project.  Loree 
Hadley received the ribbon in Feb-
ruary for her help in so many areas 
including intern classes, annual pic-
torial history of BCMG, annual ad-
dress books, and she is the one 
who made all of those promotional 
chocolate, mints, and book marks 
for 2014 Conference reminders! 
A special almost monthly meeting 
happening are the ‘pass-along’ 
plants.  Ottie Dailey, one of our no-
nagenarians, hardly ever misses a 
month of bringing plants to share 

with the membership from her gar-
dens.  At the January meeting she 
shared “weeping Mary”.  
 March 20-23 is the Festival 
of Flowers, the largest outdoor flow-
er show in the Southeast. This 
year’s theme is ‘British Gardens in 
Time’.  Pam Tucker and committee 
are coordinating the Baldwin County 
Master Gardeners display: “Mr. 
McGregor‘s Garden.”  Members are 
loaning Pam and committee garden 
items including vintage: watering 
cans, garden tools, pots, baskets, 
signs.  This is Baldwin’s re-entry 
into participation with the festival.  
BCMG had helpers at all of the 
county six Arbor Days. Arbor Day is 
celebrated in Baldwin due to Febru-
ary being a better month to plant 
than end of April.  Tanys Waldron, 
the Out-Reach Coordinator, takes 
care of making sure that BCMGs 

are at Arbor Days to help the area 
towns with this activity.  Another of 
Out-Reaches well-received endeav-
ors are the 5 Tuesday Nights with 
MGs held late February into March 
when 2 topics per evening are pre-
sented for a nominal charge. 
 This is my last time to    
include preparations for 2014    
Conference.  The educational as-
pects of the conference are solid.  
 We also hope to treat y’all 
to some of the sights of Baldwin 
County that as a tourist you’ve   
driven so close to on the way to the 
beach but never knew [in one case 
just a block off the main ‘drag’ to the 
beaches sits a nationally recognized 
rose trail in Foley, AL.  Hope to see 
you at the end of April. 

(Continued from page 6) 

3.  Barbour County MGA                                     By Jackie Devlin 

4.  Blount County MGA                                          By Sarah Pass 

 Noel Sanders was 
probably a master gardener 
before he was a Master Gar-
dener.  He embodies every 
trait that exemplifies the es-
sence of the Master Gardener 
program and we would all do 
well to try to follow his exam-
ple.  Unfortunately, to keep to 

his standards requires lots of work!  Noel is generous 
not only with his produce: feeding family, neighbors, 
church friends, and the community in general; he also 
readily devotes time and energy in volunteer work and 
teaching his growing methods.  He spends many days 
helping out at the Pinson Valley High School green-
house where he teaches, encourages, and shares 
growing ideas.  Both in his own greenhouse previously 
and now in cooperation with the school, Noel has start-
ed many of the literally thousands of plants that he has 
donated to our plant sale.  On years when the plant 
sale timing did not coincide with the best of spring 
weather, he has even been generous enough to have 
an individual sale for us on another date.  One of his 
passions is starting tomatoes and he carries a broader 
variety than most nurseries!  Noel is also our “go to” 
person if we have a favorite shrub from Grandmother 
that we want to propagate. 

For the past several years the Oneonta Public Library 
has presented a number of programs of varying inter-
ests for the community.  Noel is always a welcome 
guest presenter.  This year for the first time the library 
encouraged a seed swap to accompany his lecture.  A 
crowd of over 20 attended.  Noel gave general infor-
mation about some of his methods.  He uses a calen-
dar that includes signs for best planting times.  He gave 
lots of information about how he best stakes plants 
such as tomatoes.  He encouraged new gardeners to 
start small and think through what their needs might be 
before planting.  He fielded a number of questions from 
the group and continued to answer questions following 
the presentation.  And, of course, he shared lots of ba-
by tomato plants and bean seeds! 
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5.  Calhoun County MGA                                    By Sherry Blanton 

 Our Master Gardener As-
sociation is very pleased to wel-
come a class of 15 enthusiastic 
interns. They have made it through 
Soils and Plant Physiology and are 
still smiling.  We look forward to 
working with our new class mem-
bers on area projects. 

 Our membership met in 
January for a spectacular “safari” 
to Africa through the words and 
photos of two talented local pho-
tographers. We were all captivated 
by the wonderful images of this 

beautiful country. Unfortu-
nately, the February 
weather caused us to 
miss our monthly meet-
ing; Calhoun County was 
actually “blessed” to have 
two snow events.  
  Volunteers at the 

Tree Amigos 
program and 
at Longleaf 
Botanical  
Gardens are 
busy propagat-
ing plants for their 
spring sales. Volun-
teers at Cane Creek 
Community Gardens 
will be using our new 
tractor to help with 
spring clean up jobs at 
our 17 acre site. We 
will be preparing for 

Earth Day, our annual two day 
April celebration to be attended by 
850 plus county 4th graders, and 
then later in the month by 100 chil-
dren from the Jacksonville City 
School System.   

 Our very successful Lunch 
and Learn program will begin again 
in April with a program by Renee 
Morrison of the Jacksonville Field 
School. Participation in the series 
continues to grow and we hope 
2014 brings even more attendees 
to the programs.  
  We invite our fellow Ala-
bama MGs to keep up with us on 
 Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/CalhounMGs 
and on Twitter at https://
www.twitter.com/CalhounMGs   
  

6. Capital City MGA                                            By Jerry Belcher 

 The Capital City Master 
Gardener Association hit the 
ground running in 2014 under the 
leadership of our officers: 

 Tom McLemore - President, 

 Terese Goodson - Vice Presi-
dent,  

 Janine Koslofsky - Secretary,  

  Jan Gill -  Treasurer.   
                                         

 Our Lunch   & Learn 
educational outreach program 
continues to gain in popularity, 
we are averaging 40-50 at-
tendees, and it is increasing in 
attendance monthly.  Eight of 
our twenty four 2014 Interns 
learned about and got hooked with master gardening after 
attending a Lunch and Learn program. 
 The Lilly’s Garden outdoor classroom at Forest 
Avenue Magnet School  received a beautiful teak bench do-
nated by our 2013 Intern Class. This beautiful setting, named 
in memory of a former student, Lilly Thompson, provides a 
great hands on learning environment for students all year 
long.  
 Our annual bus trip this year is to Mobile for the 
Festival of Flowers and a tour of the Mobile Botanical Gar-
den.  We hope to visit with some of the Mobile master gar-
deners while at the garden since the AMGA conference is in 
Daphne this year. As usual, we plan to have a very strong 
presence there. 

Calhoun County MGs with their new tractor  

2014 MG Intern Class  

Music in the Park 

http://www.facebook.com/CalhounMGs
https://www.twitter.com/CalhounMGs
https://www.twitter.com/CalhounMGs
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7.  Central Alabama Master Gardeners                    By Iva  Haynie  

 In January, we had Dekalb 
Master Gardener Stanley Sims give 
a program on native plants of the 
area. 
 

 In February, our county 
agent, David Derrick, informed us of 
several new insects to keep a watch 
on in the area. 
 

 In March, we took a field  
trip to the Gibbs Gardens in Ball 
Ground, Georgia, to see the thou-
sands of daffodils on display. 
 

 Also, this winter, many of 
our group were able to attend the 
Landscape Installation and Manage-
ment class at Desoto State Park 
Lodge.  This class was ably taught 
by Fred Kapp, from the Green In-
dustry Web Portal. 
 

 Our plant sale is coming    
up April 11th and 12th, at the      
annual Home and Garden Show 
held in Centre, Alabama at the 
Gadsden State Community College 
campus. 
 

 We are also tending the 
plantings at the city park, the city 
hall, the ball field, and the post of-
fice.  Some of our MGs are also   
involved in helping the Junior    
Master Gardeners at Cedar Bluff 
School, with some spring plantings 
in their raised beds. 
 

 There is always a            
gardening activity ongoing in     
Cherokee County! 

  

8.  Cheaha MGA                                                   By Debbie Masters 

9.  Cherokee County MGA                                   By Janice Knight                                  

Landscape Class 

 We are off to a great start for 2014.  Our Janu-
ary program, presented by our own Jane Mobley, was 
all about Heirloom Gardens.  In February, just in time 
to plan for spring, Mr. Patrick Cook spoke to us about 
attracting song birds to the garden.  Again one of our 
own, Mary McCroan, will speak to us in March about 
irrigation for our gardens . 
 
 Work continues in the Governor's Mansion 
gardens with some major pruning being done in     
February.  The Millbrook Farmers Market has opened 
and some of our Master Gardeners are manning a 
booth there to share their knowledge about gardening.  
The Help Line is beginning and we will continue to field 

calls every Thursday throughout the season.  Plans  
are underway for our plant sale the first Saturday in 
May.  And volunteers continue to help out at Lanark.  
There are several seminars planned for which we will 
be attending and/or assisting to host.   
 
 Although we have no major project underway 
right now, we are nevertheless busy in our own gar-
dens and helping out in others.  We are looking for-
ward to some warmer weather which will be more   
conducive to our gardening efforts. 
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10.  Chilton County MGA                                     By Sondra Henley 

 January, Trisha Williams, 
Volunteer Hours Coordinator, gave 
the 2013 Volunteer Hours Report, 
sixty CCMGs earned 820 hours of 
continuing education, volunteered 
7308 hours and made 30,198 con-
tacts. Top hours volunteers were 
Sondra Henley, Trisha Williams, 
Audrey Giles, Margaret Goolsby, 
Steve McAnally, Pat Farmer, Lanell 
Baker, Ann Baker, Margie Robert-
son and Bettye Glass.  Bronze stars 
were awarded to : Bob Bates, Alice 
Broome, Linda Hays, Jackie Hick-
man, Harriett Jackson, Ginny Rawls, 
Margie  Robertson, John Sanders, 
Wayne Short, Lee Walters, Wally 
Walters, Dick Whisner and Tamela 
Wingard Walters. Silver stars were 
awarded to: Lanell Baker, Gail Fos-
ter, Bettye Glass and Rick Miller. 
Gold stars were awarded to: Joan 
Davis, Margaret Ennis, Bonnie 
Hairrell, Jimmy Knowles, Mildred 
Knowles, Jane Mason, Ben Mat-
thews, Steve McAnally and Patty 
Sallis. Gold Badge was awarded 
to Pat Farmer, Platinum Badge to 
Sondra Henley and Badge Ruby 
Star to Trisha Williams. Stars 
were awarded at the February 
meeting. 
  Gay West, Coordinator 
for Chilton County Office,  gave  
the January program on Recy-
cling, the new Grant Program 
from Environmental Management 
for the counties of Bibb and Chil-
ton. Natural recycling is that of 
gardening. We learned how and 
what to recycle to keep what we 
can out of our landfills. Drop off 

centers are located in Clanton, 
Jemison, Thorsby and Maplesville. 
 2014 CCMGA Handbooks 
and directories were available at the 
February meeting. Harriet Jackson, 
newest Board member, gave a chal-
lenge and a cheer for recruiting 
members for Master Gardener clas-
ses. Randy Tipton presented our 
February program on Steam Kill 
Weeds the Green Way. The 
SteamKill is an alternative way of 
killing and eradicating bugs and 
weeds without using chemicals. It 
has been good for killing invasive 
weeds in many of the experiments 
that have been conducted at Bir-
mingham Botanical Gardens and 
Aldridge Gardens. The machine is 
not selective as it kills anything un-
der the steam spray both on top of 
the ground and the root system un-

der ground. It is also used to steri-
lize soils.  
 Jackie Hickman chaired the 
service project with the Jemison Li-
brary FairyTales program February 
28th and March 1st . Master garden-
ers appeared in fairytale costumes 
representing plants with fairytale 
names. The booth had a fairy gar-
den with direction hand outs. Chil-
dren made bird feeders to take 
home.  
 At our March meeting,  
members signed up for demonstra-
tion flowerbeds, took fig and vine 
cuttings home to propagate for our 
Expo sale in August, signed up for 
upcoming service projects “Ask a 
Master Gardener”  at Garrison’s 
Feed and Seed and Maplesville Her-
itage Day Plant Sale. They heard 
Barbara Muenzmay from Eagles 

Roost Herb Farms give a pro-
gram on Herbs. Members helped 
with the Ground Water Festival 
held for fourth graders.  It was 
held at Jeff State College. They 
put bracelet bags together and 
helped manned the many activi-
ties planned for the children.  
 Our Demonstration Gar-
den Committee has started mak-
ing a few changes in the garden. 
There will be a contest this year 
on the flower bed themes and 
the maintenance of them. We 
hope all of you will plan to attend 
the EXPO that Jim Pitts holds 
each year the first of August.. 
See you then!  

 

Chattahoochee Valley Daylily Festival 
 

Come join us for the first annual Chattahoochee Valley Daylily Festival on 

Saturday, June 7, from 1-6 pm and Sunday, June 8 from 1-5 pm.  Shop the 

daylily arts and crafts marketplace, enjoy an accredited daylily show and 

learn from the pros.  On Saturday at 3 pm, Walter Reeves “The Georgia 

Gardener” will share tips and trends in the world of daylilies, and on Sun-

day, Oliver Billingslea, author of “Landscaping with Daylilies” will share daylily design princi-

ples.  Tickets are $15(one day)/$25(both days). For more information, contact Columbus Bo-

tanical garden at 706.327.8400 or visit columbusbotanicalgarden.org. 

columbusbotanicalgarden.org
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=daylilies&FORM=BILH1
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12.  Coffee County MGA                                                By Jim Coles 

11.  Claybank MGA                                                      By Carole Ball 

 After such a long and brutal-
ly cold winter, Claybank Master Gar-
deners (CMGs) are eager to get out 
in the warm sunshine and start dig-
ging in the dirt.  We are still reeling 
from the recent loss of most of our 
plants at the 
Vivian B. Ad-
ams green-
house.  The 
deep January 
freeze caught 
us off guard 
and destroyed 
most of our 
year-long hard 
work.  Not to 
be put off for 
long, we were able to bring back a 
good many plants and have added 
to our inventory from donations and 
digs.   
 The Wire-
grass Master      
Gardeners (WMGs) 
are donating many 
of their annual, per-
ennial, herb, and 
vegetable plants to 
help the CMGs with 

their annual Spring 
plant sale.  It was 
already too late to 
replant so this is an 
answer to prayer.  
Helen Sue Kemp, 
Linda Westphal and 
Devonne Ellis were 
on-hand to gather 
and help load the 
plants.  We are so 
grateful and appre-
ciative of the WMG’s 
generosity. 
 A program 
on raising camellias 
was presented by Bill 
and Linda Nichols of 
the Southeast Camellia Society.  Bill 
and Linda raise camellias on 6-acres 
in Cottonwood, Alabama.  They 
show their camellias in Southeast 

AL, Ft. Walton Beach, 
Tallahasse and Ocalla, 
FL and have won many 
awards.  If you visited the 
camellia show in Dothan, 
you probably saw them 
judging entries. 
                                

CMG Master Gardeners Janet 
Shinaberry and Irene Tucker 
joined Ona Garwood and The 
Coffee County MGs, in New 
Brockton, for a class on Ver-
micomposting (Worm Farming) by 
Jill Dunn.  The class was so inter-

esting and provided much valuable 
information.   
 Wal-Mart in Ozark invited 
the CMGs to come to their Grand 
Opening for an “Ask the Master Gar-
dener” session on Friday and Satur-
day April 4-5, 10: 00 am – 2:00 pm.  
We are excited about Interacting 
with the Ozark Community and 
providing general gardening infor-
mation and answering questions on 
gardening problems. 

 We've had quite the winter. 
I'm sure most of us have experi-
enced unusual planting losses due 
to the extreme freezes in February 
and early March. Fortunately, most 
plants can be replaced … but we're 
well into early spring now with sur-
viving plants beginning to come out, 
flowering trees in bloom and early 
blooming flowers open their colorful 
petals.    
 I feel so much better be-
cause of the springtime resurgence 
of life.   
 And we're off to a great start 
on our programs and activities.
 March brings our annual 
excursion into community outreach 
with five Saturdays at Lowe's in En-
terprise of 'Ask A Master Gardener.' 
Turnout by our member and intern 
volunteers has been spectacular. 

We make a difference for dozens of 
people every year with this outreach 
… and just to add a bit of sweet nec-
tar to our success, other associa-
tions are beginning to notice our 
impact – I've had several calls from 
other MGA Presidents asking how 
we manage and execute our pro-
gram. Great work, folks!! 
 I met our new Extension 
Agent … Lucy Edwards … the other 
day. She's bright, enthusiastic and 
vitally interested in the Master Gar-
dener program. She will probably be 
at the March meeting. I know you'll 
like her instantly! 
 Speaking of Extension 
Agents, I participated in a confer-
ence call with Kerry Smith who is 
looking for presenters at the upcom-
ing national County Extension 
Agents conference, to be held in 

Mobile this summer. I'll fill y'all in on 
this volunteer activity at the meeting. 
I think we have a number of actions 
that could fill the bill – and generate 
another opportunity for our associa-
tion to shine. 
 The Elba Park project is 
coming along. I have a number of 
Lantana bare root in-hand and most 
of the Cypress trees – ready to 
plant! The city is still working on lev-
eling and filling the park area so 
they're behind a bit on our hoped-for 
schedule but the city workers are 
catching up fast and we should have 
the new plantings in the ground pret-
ty quickly. 
 I'm excited about our up-
coming months of gardening and 
community service. 
  



 

15.  DeKalb County MGA                                      By Dawn Earley 
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 Despite the wintry weather this past quarter, 
the CCMGA continues to bear fruit! 
  The 2014 Master Gardener class began Janu-
ary 29th. Several of us volunteered to mentor the 17 
new undergrads, as they are a little 
“green” to the program. 
  On Feb. 25, 11 of us turned out 
for a work day in the Demo Garden. Win-
ter leavings were cleared and bulbs 
planted for the spring. We anticipate an-
other year’s stunning display as we con-
tinue cultivating this project. 
  On March 14, 30 of us cropped 
up for a container gardening workshop at 
Bennett’s Nursery in Huntsville. After a 
lively, informative tutorial from Jeff Ben-
nett, we were given a tour of the nursery 
by his father, George. We strolled the 
greenhouses, spotted Bleeding Hearts in 
bloom, and witnessed some remarkable 
trees such as Thunderhead Pine, Saw-
tooth Oak, Pond Cypress, and Canadian 
Hemlock.  Bennett’s has been the recipi-
ent of National as well as local awards 
such as “Best Nursery” and “Friend of 

the Master Gardeners.”   It 
proved to be a lovely locale for 
a Master Gardener outing. 
  This year, our biggest 
fundraising event, the Bloom-
in’ Fest, has moved up a cou-
ple of weeks to the first week-
end in April.  After a long cold 
winter, we are staying busy to 
make this event a success.  
  As for new endeavors, 
we are embarking on a new 
program, called Harvest for 
Health, in cooperation with 
UAB.  The program will pair 
cancer survivors with MGs, 
who will set up a raised bed 
and mentor patients on pre-

paring the soil, planting, and maintaining a vegetable 
garden. We hope to encourage new habits of gardening 
as well as healthy eating with this newest undertaking. 

14. Cullman County MGA                        By Jennifer Underwood 

13. Covington County MGA                                By Bonnie Reed 
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 What a winter! Ah, but 
spring is just around the corner.  
Now that the weather has stabi-
lized, we all have a great deal of 
work to complete before we plant 
our warm-weather gardens. 
A new 2014 Etowah County Master 
Gardener class is underway. Stu-
dents should graduate sometime in 
April.  A total of 14 students are 
completing the course. 
 Kenneth Quinn, horticulture 
helpline coordinator, is working on a 
staffing schedule and the Alabama 
Coopera-
tive Ex-
tension 
System/
Etowah 
County 
Master 
Gardener 
Horticul-
ture Help-
line will 
open for 
questions 
the first 

week in April.  
 

 Etowah County Master 
Gardeners have been working dili-
gently, preparing for our annual 
greenhouse sale, Friday, April 18th 
and Saturday, April 19th.  The fol-
lowing weekend we will conduct a 
half-price sale.  
 A great deal of construction 
and renovation has been done to 
the greenhouse operation in the 
past few months. The property 
where the greenhouses are located 

will soon belong to the association.  
Our most recent project has been 
the publication of an Etowah Coun-
ty Master Gardener cookbook.  
From this project, we have earned 
approximately $1200.00 profit, and 
with the remaining books, we have 
the capability of doubling that 
amount. 
 Several excellent speakers 
have come to our association meet-
ings, including Tracie Pondick from 
the Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP), Rod Palmer of Owl’s 

Hollow Hydroponci 
Farms, and Exten-
sion Agent, Dan 
Porch. 
 With all the 
bad weather, we 
didn’t have to can-
cel an association 
meeting, although 
in February our 
meeting adjourned 
just before bad 
weather hit. 

  

17.  Etowah County MGA                                        By Carol Link 

We are very excited to have just started a new Master Gardener intern class.  Pictured below are the members 
of this class.  We are so happy to have them and look forward to their participation in ECAMGA. 

16.  East Central Alabama MGA                       By Sheila Bolen 

The first 2014 Master Gardener class convened the second week in January and will be completed in April 
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 Please join us for this 2014 

webinar series for information you 

can use about good and bad      

insects.  

 

Webinars will be on the first Fri-

day of each month at 2 p.m. East-

ern. 

 

April 4 Get Tick Smart: 10 Things 

to Know, 5 Things to Do  

Dr. Thomas Mather 

May 2 Are Those Itsy Bitsy      

Spiders Good or Bad?  

Dr. Nancy Hinkle  

June 6 Fire Ant Management  

Elizabeth Brown 

August 1 Minimize Mosquito 

Problems  

Molly Keck 

September 5 Kudzu Bug Takes 

Over the Southeastern U.S./

Brown Marmorated Stinkbug—All 

Bad  

Dr. Michael Toews/Dr. Tracy Les-
key 

October 3 Alien Invasions,    

Zombies Under Foot, and Billions 

of Decapitated Fire Ants  

Dr. Sanford Porter 

November 7 Where Have All the 

Honey Bees Gone? Hope for the 

Future  

Dr. John Skinner 

For more information on the 
series and how to connect to the 
webinars, visit: http://

www.extension.org/pages/70120. 
 

19.  Jackson County MGA                              By Judy Lessmann 

All Bugs Good and Bad 

20.  Jefferson County MGA                            By Fletcher Harvey 

Our new officers, led by Presi-
dent Roger Clarke, started our year with 
an outstanding program at our January 
Meeting. 

 Several members of the ACES 
staff who were not committed to holding 
heaven and earth together (literally and 
figuratively) in the community, were pre-
sent to explain to the membership what 
their duties encompass. This was a real 

eye-opener for those who don’t have the 
good fortune to work with these amazing 
individuals on a regular basis and a valu-
able reminder to those of us who do.  

James Horton, Director of the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, gave an 
illuminating talk on the “state of the Gar-
dens.” This was especially timely as 
BBG is celebrating its Fiftieth Anniver-
sary with the reopening of the conserva-

tory. It was necessary for safety reasons 
that the classic glass structure be closed 
several years ago for safety reasons.  
Phase 1 of its resurrection is now com-
plete, and the building is again open to 
the public. “Happy Birthday” to the Gar-
dens. 

18.  Fayette County MGA 

Some of the award winners 

http://www.extension.org/pages/70120


 

21.   Lee County MGA                                              By  Tomi Dugas 
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20.  Jefferson County MGA                            By Fletcher Harvey 

 The Lee County Master Gardeners invite you 
to their 2014 Garden Tour on Saturday, May 17th,-    
10 am - 5 pm, and Sunday, 18th, - 1 pm - 6 pm. Offer-
ings include: an international-style home and garden 
designed so that architecture and nature embrace 
each other; a plant enthusiasts' garden with lush exotic 
plants, a semi-private courtyard entry and two-level 
pond with waterfall; an elegantly appointed jewel box 
of a garden bursting with entertainment flavor; a family 
farm with fruits, vegetables, beekeeping and authentic 
log cabin guest house; a stately Italianate house amid 
a calm restrained garden of sculpted evergreens ac-
cented by potted color; a work of love created by an 
avid gardener and crafty woodworker to lure their 
grandkids outside for fun and adventure; and a large 
dreamy garden with handmade fountains that encour-
ages rambling from one enchanting space to another.  
 As part of the tour, two free stops commemo-
rate the 100-year anniversary of the Alabama Exten-
sion System: Auburn University Ag Heritage Park’s 
Red Barn will feature demonstrations, historic displays 
and entertainment; and Jule Collins Smith Museum of 
Fine Art will host an exhibit of mural paintings by John 
Augustus Walker known as the “Historic Panorama of 
Alabama Agriculture.” The museum café will provide 
delicious, pre-order box lunches. Call Jennie at 334-
444-1804 to reserve your lunch. Pre-orders $8, day of 
tour $10, children $5. 
 Tickets: $20 in advance at Blooming Colors, 
The Flower Store and the Auburn and Opelika Cham-
bers of Commerce. Children 12 and under are free.  
On tour days, tickets are $25 at the gardens. Visit 
www.LeeMG.org for garden addresses and an interac-
tive map. 

(continued from page 14) 

 In February we fell victim to the 
changing moods of Mother Nature and 
took a snow day instead of celebrating 
at our traditional awards luncheon. Lack 
of lunch did not stop our continuing 
volunteer efforts at BBG, Aldridge Gar-
dens, Norwood Learning Gardens, the 
Harvest for Health Program and other 
areas of the community. 
  

 The sun did come out in March, 
and we had the opportunity to have an 
all-of-the-above meeting with our tradi-
tional potluck lunch, the presentation of 

stars and badges and a special speaker, 
Fred Spicer, Executive Director of the 
Friends of BBG, who gave us a first look 
at his new program on pruning. Fred is 
very much in demand as a speaker, and 
this talk will probably become one of his 
most requested programs. 
  
 A total of nineteen stars were 
awarded of various metallic hues. Five 
gold badges and four platinum badges 
were announced which will be presented 
in April in Daphne. These awards repre-
sent a “bunch” of volunteer hours. Con-

gratulations to “us.” 
    
 We are now busy picking up 
after Nature’s tantrums, wondering what 
survived, curious about what we might 
see that’s been hiding for several years 
and preparing for the plant sales that 
providentially come along to replace 
what’s missing in our gardening lives. 
  
Looking forward to seeing “all y’all” at 
the Jubilee in Daphne in April. 

http://www.LeeMG.org
http://www.LeeMG.org


 

 

 
            

 
 
 
 
 

April 12, 2014 – Memorial Presbyterian Church 
2130 Bell Rd., Montgomery, AL - Time: 12:00 noon 

(Sponsored by the Montgomery Area Daylily Society - Region 14 of the American Hemerocallis Society) 
 

 The next meeting of the Montgomery Area Daylily Society will be on 

Saturday, April 12, at 12:00 p.m., at Memorial Presbyterian Church. The 

church is located south of I-85, between Monticello Dr and Vaughn Rd. 

 The April meeting guest speaker will be prominent daylily hybridizer 

Tommy Maddox of Biloxi, MS. Join us to hear Tommy talk about his recent-

ly AHS introduced ‘eye candy’ plants as he shares his techniques and tips for 

growing big, beautiful plants. He will also bring his plants to be auctioned 

off after his presentation. 

For MADS club information, contact Terese Goodson, President, MADS 
334-288-6024 Email: etbgoodson@aol.com 

 MADS will start with a luncheon, then, Mr. Maddox’s slide show,  

and auction followed by a business meeting.  
 

Please bring a covered dish. 

 
 
 

Montgomery Area Daylily Society 
Lunch, Meeting, and Speaker 

Open to the Public 

Seedling 7659 H. ‘Abilene Sunrise’ H. ‘Abilene Jiving Jessica’ H. ‘Abilene Pirates Eye’ 

Page 16 

mailto:etbgoodson@aol.com
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24.  Marshall County MGA                                   By  Linda Widner  

 Every year Mar-
shall County Master Gar-
deners seem to have a 
good time at the Awards 
Program. The new Certi-
fied Master Gardeners re-
ceived their badges and 
several also received stars 
for the many hours they 
volunteered.  

  This year we hon-
ored JD Swartzlander for his 
many years of service in the 
CASA Garden. He received 
a “director’s lawn chair” from which 
he can direct the workers. During 
the many years JD has been the 
CASA garden project leader he not 
only won a MCMG award every 
year but he also won a Presidential 
Award that CASA nominated him 
for and presented to him. He will 
still be very much involved but will 
let others do the majority of the 
work. We are fortunate that Judy 
McMurry and Carroll Nicolas volun-
teered to chair that project this year 
and will carry on the tradition of 
providing food for the Marshall 
County Community.   

 The spring planting is being 
scheduled so we will all be busy 
planting.  We also presented sever-
al stars at our program to members 

who earned volunteer 
hours. Nell Amador will 
receive her Ruby star 
this year. We have ap-
preciated her many con-
tributions to our plant 
sale and we can’t forget 
the wonderful canned 
goods and goodies she 
has provided over the 
years. Betty Graham, 
our secretary, has 
earned her Gold Badge.  
She 

does a great job 
keeping our minutes 
straight. We had a 
“Mr. Potato Head 
Award” for the mem-
ber who grew the 
most potatoes from 
the seed potatoes 
Lily Thompson pro-
vided.  Doris Ben-
son gets to play with 
Mr. Potato Head for 
another year. Our Gold Digger was 
Wilma Tanner, who received the 
gold shovel. And Cecilia Pullen, 
Treasurer, received the hand trowel 
for “Going for the Gold Award.”  We 
try to have fun at our Awards Pro-
gram and with a great potluck 

luncheon everyone goes home hap-
py. 

 Sue Walters stepped into 
the MCMGA Presents position 
when Grover Williams had to step 
down for personal reasons. We ap-
preciate Sue leading us in 2014. 
She was presented a gavel at our 
program. 

 In February, MG Charloet 
Crosson visited us and presented a 
program on the Gardens of Ireland. 
Her slide presentation and display 

gave each of us a feeling 
of being in Ireland. In 
March we look forward to 
our guest speaker from 
the Arab Garden Club. 
Naomi Herbert will speak 
on Oriental Brush Paint-
ing.  
 We are all busy 
getting ready for our 
Spring Plant Sale, April 
26th. We hope the 
weather cooperates with 

our plans. The sale will be at the 
Lurleen B. Wallace Pavilion  located 
on Guntersville Lake. The sale usu-
ally draws a crowd.  

 Several of our members 
look forward to the AMGA confer-
ence this year. Hope to see you 
there. 

23.  Marble County MGA 

22.  Limestone County MGA                                   By Joni Gruber  

 The Limestone County Master 
Gardener Association is so ready for 
spring this year.  With the awakening of 
the daffodils, we have found the hope of 
spring and are already working in our 
yards and gardens cleaning up after the 
harsh winter.  Many of us are watching 
for possible problems with camellia, hy-
drangea, Helleborus, and a few flowering 
trees and other plantings.  We are in a 
waiting game until after the last threat of 
frost to see what, if any, real damage we 
have suffered from the rare 0 degree 
weather.  Most of our potted plants for 
our annual Plant Sale seem in good 

shape and we are looking toward April 
19th with high hopes of a very success-
ful sale.  Come join us in the morning on 
Green Street in Athens with many, many 
plants – you’ll find something you need, 
for sure.  We are very organized this year 
in our projects, planning for planting/
mulching the triangles by our High 
School, and we have new ideas for our 
Demonstration Garden in Big Spring 
Park, center Athens.     
 Ask-a-Master Gardener was 
revived last year and we have already 
had sessions in Feb and Mar with new 
ones planned in conjunction with Satur-

day Market Day this summer.  These ses-
sions have proved popular with both the 
volunteers who man the booth and the 
public who have garden questions.  We 
are drawing much interest in member-
ship from the public due to this re-
invigorated effort in our love of garden-
ing.  Our theme for this year is “Going 
Back to our Basic Objectives,” as found 
in our bylaws, to offer our knowledge, 
provide service opportunities to our 
members, and find and meet with others 
with similar interests in horticulture.   

Silver Star Winner

-Lily Thompson 

Gold Star Winners- Doris 

Benson and Cecilia  Pullen  
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26.  Mobile County MGA                                   By Nancy Adams 

 With all this winter’s cold 
and rain/snow, spring has taken 
longer than usual.  And now the 
Master Gardeners of North Ala-
bama have been out helping all 
over the county.   
 Our latest project is a 
green house we have agreed to 
work with at Morris Elementary 
School.  As we are an education 
association, Carolyn Wade is set-
ting up gardening classes for the 
students and several Master Gar-
deners are acting as mentors.  She 
has lots of ideas to encourage the 
students to learn about nature and 
faculty and staff are excited about 
this aspect of the student’s training. 
 Our Habitat project to land-
scape houses has already land-
scaped three houses since Decem-
ber.  With the help of 3 Master Gar-
deners and 10 or so Habitat volun-
teers each time, the houses are 
ready to be occupied.  The Master 
Gardeners show the volunteers 

how to plant and where the plants 
should be put.  Master Gardeners 
also donate lots of small shrubs, 
perennials, and even an annual or 
two.  It is really nice to “pass along” 
plants that will enhance the yards 
of folks who may never have had a 
yard before.     
 In April we will also have 
another training for future Habitat 
homeowners about taking care of 
yards and plants. 
 And speaking of training, 
our hardworking IT folks, Steve and 
Cyndia Montgomery have had 
training to teach Master Gardeners 
how to efficiently use the equip-
ment to do speeches.  In addition, 
Diana Hanson has done a class to 
encourage everyone to use their 
computers to login hours, update 
contact information, find volunteer 
opportunities and find ACES publi-
cations on line.   
 Every Master Gardener 
loves to see beautiful gardens and 

how others do what they do so our 
Field Trip committee has done an 
outstanding job planning great trips 
for us.  In March we had a trip to 
Resda Nurseries outside Athens 
and then to the Belle Chevre 
Creamery which makes goat 
cheese where we had the oppor-
tunity to see how the cheese was 
prepared.  In April we will drive to 
Hannah’s Garden Center for their 
Spring Fling.  Of course, we also 
eat along the way. 
 Lunch and Learn’s have 
been very popular in Huntsville.  
Sponsored by MGNA and held at 
the Extension Service offices, we 
learned about dahlias and garden-
ing in the shade.  All in all the Mas-
ter Gardeners of North Alabama 
association has been very busy 
and enjoying the milder tempera-
tures of this spring.  See you at the 
State Conference. 
 

25.  Master Gardeners of North Alabama       By Elouisa Stokes 

 This winter was one for the 
record books – even in lower Ala-
bama.  Children who had never 
even seen an icicle were sledding 
on icy streets in cardboard boxes 
and laundry baskets – anything 
they could find that would work as 
a sled.   
 Many gardeners here are 
anxiously waiting to see just how 
many plants survived and what  
has to be replaced  The good news 
is that Mobile Botanical Gardens’ 
spring plant sale, Plantasia, set  
for March 27-30, is expected to be 
very successful. 
 Mobile County Master   
Gardeners’ monthly Lunch &  Learn 
classes, which began in  January 
2013, have become very popular 

among Master Gar-
deners and area resi-
dents.  Regina Gunn 
taught us how to 
make bird seed 
wreaths in January,. 
  Our own 
pruning expert, Re-

gional Exten-
sion Agent 
James Miles, 
conducted a 
pruning class 
for the Febru-
ary program, 
including 
hands-on prac-
tice for those 
who had pruning shears and 
gloves.    

 For 
the March 
program, 
Regional 
Extension 
Agent Ellen 
Huckabay 
gave a time-
ly and in-
formative lesson on growing turf. 
    We look forward to Mo-
bile County’s Annual Educational 
Seminar at the Jon Archer Center 
on April 12, featuring Amy Stewart, 
author of The Drunken Botanist.  
Following that, we hope to join 
many of you and the Baldwin 
County Master Gardeners for the 
2014 AMGA Conference April 28-
30 in Daphne. 

The sun was warm but the wind was chill / You know how it is with an April day. -
Robert Frost 
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 The Meaning and Purpose in Gardening 
 

"...gardenmaking is a joyful pursuit that 
evolves and changes over time".  Julie 
Moir Messervy, the Inward Garden 
 We all have different reasons 
for gardening.  Some want to make their 
outdoor space beautiful with well 
planned spaces that add value to their 
homes.  Some want to commune with 
nature, attracting wildlife, teaching chil-
dren about the natural world.  Others 
want the benefits of eating what they 
grow and sharing with others. They ea-
gerly share their knowledge and experi-
ences with others as well. Most enjoy the 
process of working with their gardens 
with a goal in mind. 
 Gardening is a time of nurtur-
ing.  We like planting and watching 
things grow to reach maturity. We are 
rewarded with a beautiful flower, foliage 
or a wispy grass.  Sometimes the reward 
is a vegetable or fruit. Gardeners are 
stewards of the land who watch and tend 
their spaces.  Our closeness to the earth 
helps us grow spiritually. 
 We strive to make beautiful 
places.  We carefully tend our gardens 
finding the perfect place for each 
plant.  We practice our creativity by  
combining a plethora of colors and 
textures.  We seek new ideas from 
gardening friends.  We draw on our 
memories to find the places where 
we have felt happy and safe and 
recreate these spaces on our land. 
We escape to our gardens for pleas-
ure, comfort and renewal. 
 Gardening is a time of 
teaching.  We endeavor to inspire 
ideas and thoughts with others. We 
share our knowledge, experiences 
and plans with others in hopes of 
helping them to also achieve suc-
cess. We learn from the multiple 
perspectives of our fellow garden-
ers. 
 Gardening is a time of  
adventure. We love being surprised 
by a new plant or vegetable we have 
grown or the perfection of a new 
flower. We delight in the cycle of life 
as it is influenced by the seasons. 

 We benefit from being outside 
and enjoy sunshine, physical activity 
and the quietness of the sounds of   
nature, It renews our spirits. We benefit 
from learning and trying new things and 
keeping our minds stimulated.  We bene-
fit from the satisfaction of completing a 
task. 
 Gardening is a time of find one-
self. Are you reserved, organized and 
obsessive, or are you free spirited and 
disorganized with many interests?  You 
may have a combination of these 
traits.  Your garden will reflect you. Your 
garden may help you capture the es-
sence of who you are. 
 “Show me your garden and I 
shall tell you what you are."  Alfred Aus-
tin, The Garden That I Love                                                        
 
Morgan County Master Gardeners 
 

 Activities of the  The single 
digit temperatures didn't dampen the 
spirits of the Morgan County Master 
Gardeners.  We started    our year with 
record attendance     at our first meeting 
on January 22.  Neither did it slow down 
our greenhouse team.  Despite frozen 
pipes and threatening gas shortages, we 

persevered and so did our plants. We are 
set for a fantastic plant sale on May 3 - 4. 
 We participated in the          
Morgan County Home Builders Associa-
tion's Home and Garden Show in Febru-
ary.  We registered over 300 people for a 
rain barrel workshop. Taught by Ken 
Creel, our MG  Coordinator of the Re-
gional Extension Office and a $50 gift 
certificate to our plant sale in May. We 
gave away over 100 pine trees, note 
pads, pencils and book markers from the 
Morgan County Extension Service, as 
well as, over 100 rain gauges from Ala-
bama Farmers  Cooperative. We gave 
information to those who stopped by 
about our Master Gardening classes and 
our contact information such as our 
website, email, Facebook and our publi-
cation website.  We handed out publica-
tions and answered gardening ques-
tions. This was a very successful en-
deavor because of our volunteers. 
 Mike Reeves of Morgan     
County Extension Service lead us  in a 
hands-on Pruning Workshop for orna-
mental shrubs on February 28 at the 
greenhouse. He  answered questions 
and demonstrated techniques on our 
shrubs.  Many joined in to "practice"    
on the  remaining shrubs after the   

workshop was over. 
 In March, we helped   
the American Heritage Girls of 
Central Baptist Church in Decatur 
earn their Gardening and Plant 
Science Badges by teaching 
them about plants.  Six of our 
members demonstrated the parts 
of a plant, it's growth habits and 
some basic principles about soil.  
  Another group from our 
association joined with the Mas-
ter Gardeners of North Alabama 
on a field trip to Belle Chèvre, a 
goat cheese making factory in 
Elkmont, Alabama owned by Ta-
sia Malakasis. We saw the cheese 
making process and tasted sam-
ples of the many varieties they 
have created. 

27.  Morgan County MGA                                          By Sonja Hyatt 



 

 

Garden Pathways  Spring -  2014-  Volume 14 Issue 57                   Page  20 

30.  Shelby County MGA                                     By Susan Seng 

29.  Russell County MGA 

31.  Shoals MGA                                                    By  Kaye Hillis 

 The Shoals Master       
Gardeners are keeping busy with 
new projects, which involve The 
Cypress Cove Nursing Home in 
Muscle Shoals Alabama working on 
raised beds to accommodate the 
handicap.  This will be completed 
this spring, just in time for spring 
vegetables, and flowers. We are 
still continuing with our other pro-
jects, and getting ready for our 
spring plant sale during the annual 
Arts Alive in Florence, May 17th, & 
18th. 

 We have also welcomed  
30 new Interns to our Master Gar-
dener’s under the leadership of our 
own Chris Becker.  They recently 
enjoyed a field trip to the Huntsville 
Botanical Gardens to hear Harvey 
Cotton tell them about the different 
annuals and perennials growing in 
their garden, and how to achieve 
this at their own gardens.  
 We are just about half way, 
and this great bunch of interns are 
already helping in every way possi-
ble, projects, and at our meetings. 

  We are excited about the 
State Conference in Baldwin Coun-
ty coming in late April, and learning 
about the southern part of our 
state. I think the best part will be 
that it is so close to our beautiful 
beaches. 
 So, by the time you read 
this we will be dreaming of yellow 
daffodils and flowering cherry trees, 
and waiting on spring, and warmer 
weather, MAYBE.  

  

 Shelby County had an outstanding meeting in 
March!  We had our first Awards Ceremony.  The re-
cipients were as follows: Top Volunteer Hours - Betty 
Daigle, Jeanon Massien, Cathy Canant and Mary K 
Tomas.  Top continuing education units goes to Mary 
K Tomas.  Website Development go to Jan Rogers 
and Rita Forrest.  Newsletter Editor goes to Heidee 
Vansant.  Longest Active member is also Heidee Van-
sant since 1997.  Master Gardener of the Year is Mary 
K Tomas.  You might have noticed that Mary K Tomas 
is quite the active member of our group and we are 
lucky to have her! 
 Rita Forrest and Edith Johnston presented an 
outstanding program this month showing us all how to 
plant seeds in milk jugs and turn them into little mini-
greenhouses to start any outdoor plant.  We had so 
much fun making these. 
 Our own Loyd Mehaffey, who is also a Master 

Beekeeper, presented a program last month on 
Bees.  We learned all about bees as well as the types 
of plants we need to attract these wonderful creatures! 
 There are some great programs in store for us 
this year. Our vice president, Karen Jensen, is doing 
an outstanding job planning our year out.  Look at our 
site and see if you want to visit us anytime this year for 
one of our great programs.  We meet in Columbiana, 
AL. 
 Our members will be super busy this spring 
volunteering at many places.  We are working at     
Aldridge Gardens, Botanical Gardens, Rainbow    
Omega, Oak Mt. State Park, Native American Experi-
ences, just to name a few.  The folks in our group that 
are working with Breast Cancer Survivors are so re-
warded with this experience.  We have active       
members with lots of abilities to give.  

 

28.  Pike County                                                     By Sheri Brooks  

  
Spring makes its own statement, so loud and clear that the  

gardener seems to be only one of the instruments,  
not the composer.   

 
~Geoffrey B. Charlesworth 
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This year is 
already off to 
a wonderful 
start for the 
St. Clair 
County Mas-
ter Garden-
ers. We have 
been busy 
getting ready 
for Spring; 
not only in 
our own   

gardens but in our community as well. At our January meet-
ing, our committees reported to everyone as we made plans 
for upcoming projects. On January 31st, there was a retire-
ment tea held for Annie Tyree, the administrative support 
associate for the St. Clair County Extension office; to honor 
her 40 years of service.  
 February led us into the anticipation of Spring. On 
February 15th, the day was spent helping the Forestry Com-
mission and the Audubon Society with the Alabama Tree  
Recovery Campaign in Argo, AL.   More time was spent on 
trees as we attended a class on Crape Myrtle pruning on Feb-
ruary 20th, given by Charles Pinkston, the Blount County 
extension agent.  There were over 20 in attendance as we 
learned how to not commit “Crape Murder.” At the end of the 
month, two Seed Starting Workshop were taught by Dani Car-
roll; and a number of our Master Gardeners attended. The 
monthly meeting was held on February 27th, and our speaker 
Harold Deason, a Blount County Master Gardener, taught us 
all about small space gardening. We also discussed two up-
coming projects at the Pell City Civic Center that involve the 

Native Garden at Lakeside and the Community Garden; both 
of which we are very much looking forward to being a part of. 
Rounding out the meeting 10 of our members received stars! 
 March has been a exciting month thus far. On March 
5th, we worked at the Williams Intermediate School in Pell 
City, AL; along with help from the students we were able to 
plant a wonderful orchard for them to enjoy. Towards the end 
of this month we have planned a work day at Moody City Hall. 
We will be pruning roses and shrubs to ready it for Spring. 
 We are enthusiastic to see what else 2014 has in 
store for us!  

33. Tallapoosa County MGA 

32.  St. Clair County MGA                              By Pamela Garrison 

34. Tuscaloosa County MGA                               By Jeanie Gray 

         TCMG 
started off 
2014 with 
our January 
meeting 
presenting 
Darrell 

Johnson with “Ponds in the Home Land-
scape.” He gave us some really great ide-
as for ponds and what it takes to maintain 

them. 
 We were unable to meet in   
February due to a winter weather warning. 
Scheduled speaker, former president  
Judith Rives, made it possible for us to 

hear her presentation 
on “Native Plants: 
Alabama’s Surprising 
Treasure” at our 
March meeting. Judith 
has a passionate inter-
est in natives and her presentation was 

outstanding and informative. 
 After a short winter break, we 
continue to work at the U of A Arboretum 
with Sharon Wise leading the work day 
every Wednesday. We welcome the new 
director, Monica Watkins.  Pam Sloan and 
Judith Rives taught an OLLI class (Osher 
Lifelong Learning at U of A) in March and 

have scheduled several public appearanc-

es teaching and promoting TCMGs. 
 We are busy planning and plant-
ing for our annual Pass Along Plant Sale, 
scheduled for Saturday, April 26, with Sybil 
Phillips as Chairman. The proceeds fund a 
horticultural student with a yearly scholar-

ship of $1000.00. 
 Many thanks to Laurie Reinwald, 
membership chair, for an outstanding job 
getting us up-to-date online and Amelia 
Pilsch, our website chair, for her dedication 

to completing our website. 
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32.  Tallapoosa County MGA                           By Prencella Hamby 

 

33.  Tuscaloosa County MGA                               By Judith Rives 

 This summer, Tuscaloosa 
County Master Gardeners have 
continued to help maintain planted 
beds at the University of Alabama 
Arboretum. We also help promote 
Tuscaloosa County Extension work-
shops and invite the public to our 
regular meetings during the monthly 
“Master Gardener Monday” seg-
ment on a local television station. 
We are furnishing herbs for the Hill-
crest High School greenhouse, a 
program for special needs students. 
 We had meetings that in-
cluded Michelle Reynolds speaking 
on native succulents, Barbara 
Saurer encouraging us to invite 
chickens into our backyard, and the 
one and only “Captain Compost”, 
William Cureton. We finished off the 
summer with a picnic at the UA Ar-
boretum and plant swap for our 
September meeting. 
 Our main focus this sum-

mer has been to prepare for our fall 
conference, “The Tasteful Land-
scape; Mixing Flowers  & Food”, 
which was held September 7. We 
learned so much from our speakers, 
and were happy to welcome the 
general public and Master Garden-
ers from other associations. We are 
now inspired to have vegetables, 
fruits, and herbs included in our 
home landscapes, with plenty of 
plants to attract pollinators. Fall gar-
dening, here we come!  
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34.  Walker MGA                                                    By Linda Wilson 

35.  Wiregrass MGA                                            By Beth Arnold 
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36.  Wiregrass MGA                                              By Beth Arnold 

 The 
Wiregrass 
Master Gar-
dener Asso-
ciation 
(WMGA)  is 
very pleased 
to welcome 
Lucy Ed-
wards as our 
new Home 
Grounds   
Regional 

Agent and Master Gardener Extension Repre-
sentative.  Her knowledge, enthusiasm and ener-
gy are already    evident as she gets to know all of 
the Master Gardener groups in her area.  Original-
ly from northern part of the state, Lucy is quickly 
adapting to our Zone 8 climate and the challenges 
that it poses for gardeners in our area.  We are 
excited to have her here as we prepare for anoth-

er busy gardening season.    
 The WMGA is proud to be mentoring the 
2014 Master Gardener Interns from Houston 
County.  The class will graduate on March 26

th
.  

Many of the interns are well on their way to earn-
ing their 50 hours of volunteer time required for 
certification as an Alabama Master Gardener.  Our 
sincere thanks to Raefield Vester, Extension Edu-

cator, for coordinating the MG course for 2014.   
 The WMGA held their 2014 Awards Cere-
mony on February 17

th
.  The following individuals 

were recognized for their hard work and dedica-
tion:  The WMGA Intern of the Year is DeVonne 
Ellis.  She was also presented the Christie Thom-

ley Award.  The Nancy Dean Plant Sale Award 
was presented to Pat Smith.   The WMGA  Out-
standing Service and Dedication Award was pre-
sented to Raefield Vester for his support of the 
WMGA,  The WMGA Presidents Excellence Award 
went to Cheryl Hatcher,  The WMGA Leadership 
Award was presented to Wayne Van Landingham, 
and he was also our Master Gardener of the Year.  
Michael Jackson will be receiving his Gold Badge 
at the AMGA Conference, Cheryl Hatcher will re-
ceive her Platinum Badge  and Tom Boyle will re-
ceive his Silver Star Pin with Ruby Gemstone.  We 

are very proud of all our recipients.   
 The WMGA Spring Plant Sale will be held 
on April 11

th
 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm and April 

12
th

 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm  at the Dothan Area 
Botanical Garden.  Please join us for this oppor-
tunity to purchase some beautiful new plants for 

your garden.  

  

35.  Walker MGA                                                    By Linda Wilson 

2014 Houston County Master Gardener Class 

WMGA Mentors 

Raefield and Edith Vester 
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