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AUTAUGA COUNTY 
Nancy Waggoner 
 

      For I was hungry, and you gave me 
food…… 
     Tuesday mornings are busy at the 
Autauga Interfaith Care Center (AICC), a 
local Christian agency that serves as a 
resource for food and clothing for those 
in need in our county. Tables are piled 
high with incoming baked goods from 
local grocery stores, donated canned 
food, and personal care items: all waiting 
to be weighed, sorted, and distributed. 
Tuesdays, an Autauga County Master 
Gardener, arrives mid-morning with 
sacks of vegetables freshly picked from 
the Prattville-Autauga Demonstration 
Garden.  
      2016 was an exceptionally successful 
year for this small garden. By  
year end, more than 1,000 pounds of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fresh tomatoes, cabbage, okra, rutabaga, 
mustard, collards, peas, sweet potatoes, 
peppers, turnips, squash, and kale were 
grown in raised beds and donated 
entirely to AICC. Three hundred sixty-
eight pounds of tomatoes alone were 
contributed!  
     Despite a season of above average 
temperatures and drought, yields were 
high and of good quality. Disease-
resistant plants donated by a local 
retailer, use of an irrigation system, well-
amended soil and the addition of mulch, 
bed rotation, hand weeding, appropriate 
fertilizer, and consistent and timely 
harvesting seemed to have contributed 
to this high yield.    
     ACMGA member Rose McCauley has 
directed our garden project for the past 
few years; under her leadership, we look 
forward to contributing another bounty 
of fresh produce for the food insecure in 
our home community in 2017. 

 
 

 

 
A bounty of tomatoes was harvested from the Autauga Prattville Demonstration Garden 
in 2016. Photo by Rose McCauley 
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BALDWIN CO MGA 
Myra Lassere 
 

      The Baldwin County Master Gardeners 
Blueberry Project coordinators worked with over 
500 third and fourth-graders at Foley Elementary 
School November 30, 2016. Classes were split to 
facilitate the learning experience. Mary Hamilton 
worked in the gym using the Power Point 
presentation she created to teach the students 
about blueberries, while the remainder of the 
BCMG crew worked outside with the other 
students showing them the proper way to plant 
the blueberry bushes in their school garden. 
     Who would have guessed that after months of 
planning and preparing that on the chosen 
Wednesday to plant the blueberries, after 50 days 
of no rain and drought conditions that BCMG 
would encounter severe weather? 
     Over 35 beautiful "Rabbiteye" Blueberry bushes 
had been ordered by fellow BCMG Maureen 
Nation from a grower in Bay Minette for Foley 
Elementary teacher Carmen Potts. A team of 
Master Gardeners pre-scouted the area and 
determined a suitable site for the plantings. Holes 
were dug using an auger, posthole diggers, and 
shovels on a previous day. Peat moss, organic soil, 
and sandy loam were made available in 
wheelbarrows for use by students and Master 

Gardeners. Pine straw was used for mulch. 
     As lunchtime approached all plantings were 
accomplished just as the skies opened up and 
watered the newly planted bushes. Questions from 
the students and teachers were answered. One 
lingering question, "When will the berries be 
ready?" A resounding answer by all MGs, 
"PATIENCE, it takes about three years.” 

Baldwin CO MGA working with students on a blueberry 
project, at Foley Elementary School. 
Front row, Left to right: Diane Hall, Paula Pritchett, 
Margaret Griffin, Myra Lassere, Theresa Sims, 
and Teacher Carmen Potts  Rear: Gary Wallace. Photo 
by Tanys Waldron 

BLOUNT CO MGA 
Glynis Adams 
 
     In September a Master Gardener course was 
offered in Blount County, and we are happy to 
announce that 15 persons completed the 
training. We welcome these new Interns and look 
forward to working with them. They will be a great 
addition to our group. 
     BCMG hosted a fall conference, ”Beautiful and 
Beneficial Gardens” in October with some very 
interesting and informed speakers. Antonia Viteri ‘s 
talk on medicinal gardens was very captivating, as 
well as Stewart Myers’ presentation on herb 
gardens. Paulette O’Gard, the author of Butterflies of 

Alabama, taught us the benefits of a butterfly 
garden. Container Gardens was presented by 
Bethany O’Rear, who added humor by showing 
some unusual containers that could be used for 
planting. 
     Several members gathered in late November to 
decorate the MG’s gazebo and covered bridge for 
Christmas. Our display, along with thousands of 
other lights, made a spectacular display in Palisades 
Park. 
     Our year closed with a Christmas dinner as well as 
a toy collection for The Children’s Center.  
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CENTRAL AL MGA 
Iva Haynie 

     Our October program was an explanation of 
Permaculture in preparation for our much-
anticipated seminar on the subject which was to be 
held in February. Unfortunately, we had to cancel 
the seminar due to the illness of our main speaker, 
Toby Hemenway who passed away on December 20. 
     In November, Jane Mobley and Candy Jones 
presented an informative talk on Taxonomy. Our 
Lunch and Learn program was on Hydroponic  
Gardening using stackers by Ken Barber. There were 
30 attendees. 

   
 
   In December we met at Mulder Memorial 
Methodist Church for our Christmas luncheon. This 
year the Master Gardeners provided side dishes, and 
the Association provided the ham and turkey. The 
officers for next year were installed. December's 
Lunch and Learn was "Christmas with Maria" 
presented by Maria Pacheco-West. 
     We look forward to another great productive 
year. Our Farmbot will arrive in February, and we 
have great expectations for that. 
     Happy New Year 

CALHOUN CO MGA 
Sherry Blanton 

 
     Our Association wrapped up 2016 with the annual 
December Awards event. Our board recognized 
outstanding service to the group; members and 
spouses enjoyed a covered dish dinner and an 
evening of comradery. 
     In October ACES Staff member Renee Thompson 
spoke about a MG initiative “Harvest for Health,” 
which pairs a MG and a cancer survivor in planting a 
vegetable garden. This program has been approved 
as an official project for Calhoun County.  At our 
annual November business meeting, we voted in a 
new treasurer and two new lifetime members. 
     Fall proved to be very difficult for our Master 
Gardener projects because of drought conditions. 
Keeping local gardens watered and healthy was an 
ongoing effort. 
     The Tree Amigos volunteers provided a holiday 
party with lunch and presents for the residents at 
Coosa Valley Attention Center.  Proceeds from the 
spring plant sale fund this annual occasion. Tree 
Amigos is a therapeutic horticultural group where 
volunteers work weekly with the girls in the 
program. 
     The Cane Creek volunteers stayed busy 
maintaining the seventeen acres at our home, Cane 
Creek Community Gardens at McClellan. 

     MGs are involved with the development of 
Longleaf Botanical Gardens. They serve as board or 
committee members; others give programs. The LBG 
Green Team provides the hands-on work of helping 
to maintain the grounds and propagating plants for 
the yearly plant sale fundraiser. 
     We wish all the MG Associations and their 
members a successful New Year.  

 

MGs L-R: Billy and Linda McDaniel, Joe Trawick, Judy 
Shew, Janet Evans, Amelia Crow, and Jane Auiler 
decorated the Cane Creek clubhouse for our annual 
awards event. Photo by Sherry Blanton 
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CHEROKEE CO MGA  
Billy Tillery 
 

     The Cherokee County Master Gardeners were asked 
by the Local Library to trim the landscape and improve 
the outside appearance of the building.  With 
assistance by Eric Shavey, our local Extension Agent, 
we improved the outside appearance of the 
Library. We had 16 Master Gardeners and one 
volunteer. 
     Ms. Henry, CEO of the Library said "the library has 
been transformed from sadly overgrown to beautifully 
stylish in one day!  Its appearance had been a concern 
to me, and I really hadn't known where to start to do 
the job right. The change is so dramatic; now the 
library looks cared for and welcoming. You have 
provided a great service to the Library Board of 
Trustees, the Library staff, and Cherokee County in 
general." 
     She also said she “could not thank you enough for 
all your dedicated hard work--not just on that day, but 
throughout the past two years. The Green Bag program 

has long been a dream of mine, and you all have made 
it a wonderful reality. Your participation and support 
have made the Green Bag Lunch a haven for plant 
lovers to congregate and learn. Thank you again, our 
gardening program has turned into a popular and 
useful learning series for our community." 

Front, left to right:  Barry Kerr, Janice Knight, Linda Kindom, Ginny 
Holland, Shelly George, Wayne Cochran, Kathy Fowler, Tillie 
Morgan, Eric Shavey, Extension Agent, and Becky McMichen, 
Back, left to right: Billy McDaniel, Mr. Henry, Vic Bell, Kathy 
McDow, Susan Beavers, Sandy Adcock and Billy Tillery. Photo by 
Ms. Elaine Henry 

CHILTON CO MGA 
Harriett Jackson 
     
   The opportunities within Master Gardeners are as 
varied as MGs themselves. Every talent and strength will 
be useful in our programs. Supporting ACES programs 
provides volunteer opportunities that are interesting, 
educational and let us not forget to mention, fun! 
CCMGA members volunteer with 4H, as office help, 
maintaining the Extension Office demo garden, and other 
programs. 
    Hospitality Chair, Anita McGhee, planned our meetings 
this year using themes, decorations, and snacks from 
around the world. She deserves a special “thanks” for 
enriching our meetings in a new way.  
     September our own Margie Robertson, first “Alabama 
certified” (2013) female beekeeper, spoke to us about 
honeybees. She reminded us of the important ways 
honeybees contribute to the prosperity of our gardens 
and the many benefits of using raw honey daily. Her 
message to AMGAs: “It’s the most amazing insect that 
benefits mankind. We all benefit by planting seeds and 
plants for our honeybees!” 
     In November members partnered with Habitat for 
Humanity landscaping a home for the new owners. 
Secretary Kimberly Lyn, chair, worked with HFH for three 
years and is current Executive Board President. Lisa 

Green, Executive Director of HFH Autauga, Chilton 
Affiliate spoke at our meeting outlining the programs’ 
mission and how we can help. 
     Members planted over 70 planters in Clanton and over 
20 planters in Jemison beautifying our local communities 
with fall plantings.  
     Christmas dinner was prepared by our members for 
Friends of CCMGA and Jemison city workers.  
     Our annual Christmas Home Tour was December 11. 
     We are looking forward to a new year and new 
adventures in Master Gardening! 

L to R: Trisha Williams-CCMGA member, Kimberly Lynn CCMGA 
secretary and Chilton County Habitat for Humanity President. 
Photo by Audrey Giles 
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COVINGTON CO MGA 
Mary Ann Gantt 

 
     Covington County Master Gardeners assisted with 
the successful celebration of the Conecuh National 
Forest’s 80th birthday celebration on October 1, 
2016. We joined the group of sixty-five riding school 
buses to the Conecuh National Forest in southern 
Covington County and enjoyed outstanding 
presentations including stops at a seasonal pond and 
interaction with a protected tortoise and an 
informative lecture. From there we moved on to the 
pitcher plant bog filled with hundreds of pitcher 
plants and other wild flowers. A grand picnic lunch 
featuring Smokey Bear at the Open Pond 
Recreational Facility was followed by a third 
presentation about the Red Cockaded Woodpecker 
restoration project. The pleasant opportunities of 
the day included talking with members of the group 
about Master Gardeners and how to become active 
in their group. If you haven’t yet been to Conecuh 
National Forest, now is the perfect time of year to 
visit.  
     Working with the students of the APPLE program 
at Andalusia City Schools has been another 

rewarding way to share our love of gardening. 
Gardening is built into their schedule and each grade 
level has access to their own area in the green house 
and raised beds. Master Gardeners are assigned to 
each grade level and work with the students in small 
groups. 

 

Smokey Bear about to cut the cake celebrating the 80th 
birthday of the Conecuh National Forest. Photo by Mary 
Ann Gantt 

CULLMAN CO MGA 
Jennifer Underwood 
 

    The CCMGA has done it again, winning a blue 
ribbon for our fair booth at Cullman County Fair 
(September 22 – October 1) for the sixth year 
running! With the bee population declining 
worldwide, we chose Backyard Beekeeping as this 
year’s theme. We showed our community that they 
can make a difference - in their own backyards - with 
this rewarding hobby. 
The fair booth also gives 
us an excellent platform 
to showcase the MG 
program. Dozens of 
signatures were collected 
for possible interns for the 
January MG class.  
     At the Peinhardt Living 
History Day on Saturday, 
October 22, MGs had 
another opportunity to  
 
 

promote the MG program. MGs helped man the 
Backyard Beekeeping display and also helped 
children paint pumpkins. Each year, the Peinhardt 
farm opens to the public and showcases rural life in 
the 1930s - 40s. 
     Our MG activities for the year closed with our 
annual Christmas party, Sunday, December 11, at the 
Cullman Elks Lodge. Master Gardeners were 
encouraged to “Start Spreading the Seeds” (to the 
tune of Frank Sinatra’s “New York, New York”) in 
preparation for the spring Bloomin’ Festival. The 

decorators really “put on 
the ritz,” and much fun 
was had over food and 
“Dirty Santa.” 

 

Phil Gatlin shows off the 
Backyard Beekeeping 
display to an attendee at 
the Cullman County Fair. 
Photo was taken by Holly 
Hirsbrunner 
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EAST CENTRAL MGA 
Sheila Bolen 
 
     HELLO 2017!!! Now that we have had some rain, 
we at East Central Alabama MGA can start planning 
our 2017 gardens instead of wondering what did 
not survive the 2016 drought! Fall of 2016 found us 
busy at the Smart Yard we maintain at the ACES 
office in Ashland. In November we had our final 
meeting of 2016 with a meal we shared with our 
membership and their families and guests. It was a 
wonderful time of fellowship and full of laughter! 
Now, we are looking forward to 2017 full of hope 
for all of the new plantings we will be doing!  
     A safe and peaceful holiday season is wished for 
all our fellow gardeners. Happy Gardening in 2017!  
 

East Central Alabama MGs work on Smart Yard at ACES office 
in Ashland.   
Pictured L to R: Tom Harris, Sheila Bolen, Martha Burnett,  
Ralph Sanchez (behind sign), Dinah Drummond, Wayne Sims,  
Augie Sanchez, Tommy Drummond, Jack Bolen, Charlie Partin.  
Photo by Tonya Tomlin, County Extension Coordinator for Clay 
County 

ETOWAH COUNTY MGA 
Carol B. Link 
  

     In September, a group of Etowah County 
Master Gardeners took an educational trip to 
historic Arlington House and Gardens in 
Birmingham. That same week, four Etowah 
County Master Gardeners attended the fall 
conference hosted by Jefferson County Master 
Gardener Association, at the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens.  
     In October, for three days, a group of Etowah 
County Master Gardeners worked to clean the 
Association’s greenhouses, soil shop, and the 
property outside, to get ready for the greenhouse 
operation and the upcoming annual plant sale 
scheduled for the third week in April 2017. 
     Additionally, in October a group of Etowah County 
Master Gardeners helped to landscape the most 
recent new construction of Habitat for Humanity, 
and in November, five Master Gardeners attended 
the Gadsden Chapter of Habitat for Humanity’s 
Twentieth Anniversary Celebration. 
     At the November Business meeting, seven Etowah 
County Intern’s received certification as Master 
Gardeners, and the nominating committee 
presented their list of nominees that will be voted 
on at the Regular business meeting in December. 
 

On October 8, a group of Master Gardeners joined with 
the new homeowner and other Habitat for Humanity 
volunteers in landscaping the 49th new construction of 
Habitat for Humanity in the Gadsden area. Left to right 
are MG Jack Graves, Larry Dooley, MG Cooky Robertson, 
Alicia Veal, Martha Pascual (home owner), MG Barbara 
Harrington, and MG Janice Hatley. Cooky Robertson 
secured the plants for the project. 
Photo by Steve Scarfenberg, Board member of the 
Gadsden Chapter of Habitat for Humanity 
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JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 
     Severe drought…monsoon-like rain…extreme 
heat…temps in the twenties…just another fall 
season in Jefferson County! But Jefferson County 
Master Gardeners “weathered on.” 
     In September we played host to a very well 
received AMGA Fall Seminar. Chairman Gail Pless 
and her merry band of volunteers did a yeoman job 
to insure its success. Showcasing local Master 
Gardeners, ACES and Botanical Gardens staff, this 
was a prelude to what we plan to be an equally 
successful State Conference in spring 2018. Watch 
for the date and topic, and mark your calendar. 
     At our annual graduation banquet in November, 
twenty nine brand new Master Gardeners received 
their certificates! These products of our spring class 
combined with our “summer express” class had 
already performed more than three thousand hours 
of volunteer service prior to their certification. 
Nationally known actress and storyteller Dolores 
Hydock gave us an appropriate send-off for the fast 
approaching holiday season. 

     With our new president, Pat Cosgrove, at the 
helm, we are looking forward to an exciting new 
year. 

At the AMGA Seminar September 2016: President Ann 

Gray Harvey introduces the program while Chairman Gail 

Pless stands in the background awaiting her cue. Photo 

by MG Carol Hagood 

LEE CO MGA 
Charlot Ritenbaugh 
 
     Alabama’s state climatologist, John Christy 
reiterated the clear message I got from our MG 
classes, “Alabama gardeners are 10 days away from 
a drought at any given time.” As we moved through 
our historically dry months of October and 
November while the daily count of the days without 
rain ticked upwards, we began to feel desperate. 
Drought is more than just lack of water. High 
temperatures occurring in conjunction with periods 
of no rain increase intensity of a drought. Sunlight 
can do one of two things when it hits the earth’s 
surface. If the sunlight reaches water on the earth’s 
surface, it will evaporate the water, cooling the air in 
the immediate area. If there is no moisture available 

on the earth’s surface, the sunlight coverts to heat 
energy. High temperatures are defined by counting 
the number of days during the summer that the 
thermostat rose above 90 degrees. The norm for 
Montgomery during the last 50 years was 78 days at 
90 or higher. The hottest of hot season temperatures 
in Montgomery was counted in 1954 when there 
were 127 days above 90 degrees. In 2016 there were 
119 days in Montgomery when the temperatures 
rose above 90 degrees. Twenty-seven of those days 
were in September! October temperatures set 110 
daily records for high readings across the state. On 
November 1, the temperature was 86 in Auburn! 
The Alabama Climate Report for October reminds us 
we have had dry Septembers and dry Octobers 
before but rarely do both months in the same year 
fail to produce adequate rainfall. 

A snowdrift is a beautiful thing  
if it doesn't lie across the path you have to shovel or  

block the road that leads to your destination.  
 

Hal Borland     brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/hal_borland.html  
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MARSHALL CO MGA 
Linda Widner 
 
     Now that the cold weather has arrived the CASA 
garden is resting. This year the garden produced 
11,716 pounds. The garden was also used as a 
teaching field trip for the MG class this fall where we 
learned about the importance of drip systems. Of 
course, the rain was welcomed by everyone. All 
members who planted, picked, and weeded can be 
happy about the accomplishment. 
     In October our guest speaker was Master 
Gardener Maggie Cox from Maggie’s Valley. She 
spoke about the changes she and her husband, 
David have experienced since they opened their 
business. Their main focus is on growing 
strawberries. In November, our Agent, Eric Schavey 
gave a thorough talk on pruning and the proper tools 
to use. He also introduced the MG Interns who 
graduated from the 2016 class. We served a potluck 
meal welcoming the new Interns. 
     During that meeting our 2017 nominations for the 
offices of President and Treasurer were presented; 
they are Ray Barnes and Sarah Martin. Both should 
be voted into office at our December Christmas 
luncheon meeting. Ray presently serves as Vice 
President, and we are grateful that Elaine Hild 

volunteered to serve the rest of his term.  
     Several members supported the Farm-City 
activities that the ACES held November 16. There 
were one hundred guests expected. The speakers 
were excellent, and everyone enjoyed the breakfast 
food provided by our association. It gave us an 
opportunity to show our appreciation for the 
farmers in the area and get to know some of the 4H 
members. 
     Merry Christmas to all. 

Our association preparing food for the Farm-City Week 
crowd. Left to Right: Joyce Kirkpatrick, Annette Swartzlander, 
Mary McClendon, Ingrid Gibson, and Judy McMurray. Photo 
provided by Linda Widner 

MASTER GARDENERS OF NORTH ALBAMA 
Elouisa Stokes 

     The Master Gardeners of North Alabama have 
been very busy making lives better here in Madison 
County. We have finished up another wonderful 
Master Gardener class, had a fantastic plant swap 
with lots of new plants, and an outstanding 
Christmas Social at the Huntsville Botanical Garden. 
On this awards night, we awarded Harvey Cotton 
who recently retired as Horticulturalist with the 
Garden as an honorary member for his continuing 
support of MGNA. Extension Agent Allyson Shabel 
received the Friend of Master Gardeners award for 
her help with our projects while we were without an 
agent. Susan Meyer was named Intern of the Year 
for pitching in wherever needed. New Initiative was 
given to the Communications Committee for their 
work on the new website. The Parks Memorial Fund  
 

was able to help Montessori School and First Baptist  
Church of Madison with gardens this year. Master 
Gardener of the Year was presented to Carolyn 
Wade, for her outstanding dedication and 
commitment as secretary and chair of our Morris 
Elementary project, teaching fifth-graders about 
gardening, science, public speaking, and report 
writing. Also, she has served in many positions with 
us and has always done an outstanding job. 
Congratulations to all our honorees. 
As another part of our outreach to the community, 
we decorated a Christmas Garden tree at the 
Huntsville Library to showcase Master Gardeners. 
     Of course, we are expecting all of you to join 
us May 1-3 for the 2017 Alabama Master Gardener 
Conference. See you all there. 
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MOBILE CO MGA 
Mary Nash 
 
     Fifty-Seven Master Gardeners and Interns enjoyed 
the annual trip to Longue Vue House and Gardens in 
New Orleans on October 5.   
     Melissa Wold was Master Gardner of the month for 
November and Pam Pousson for October. 
     Everyone worked very hard in November preparing 
for a very successful Greenery Sale on December 2-3 at 
Mobile Botanical Gardens. Sales support the MCMGA 
Education Budget and an Auburn scholarship to a 
Horticulture student from our area.  
     Officers for 2017: Judy Stout, President; Melissa 
Wold, Vice President; Linda Abernathy, Treasurer; Carol 
Eskridge, Recording Secretary; and Genie Schneider, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
     At the 2016 Awards Banquet, Jan Tanner, outgoing 
President was chosen Master Gardener of  
 

the Year, and Renee Reibling of the 2015 Intern class 
was chosen Rookie of the Year. Certificates were 
awarded to the following 2016 Interns: Carol Dorsey, 
Vaughan Drinkard, Jr., Paula Reeves, Nancy Seibt, 
Aimee Tapper, Marian Watts, Lynda Williams, and Carol 
Williams. Dinner was provided by ACES and appetizers, 
and desserts were provided by Master Gardeners.  

     Our 2017 Seminar on March 4, 2017, will feature 
Jenny Peterson and Robert "Buddy" Lee. Jenny, 
whose topic will be "Gardening for Serenity: Outdoor 
Spaces that Rejuvenate, Heal, and Ground," is the 
author of The Cancer Survivor's Garden Companion: 
Cultivating Hope, Healing & Joy in the Ground 
Beneath Your Feet. Buddy, the developer of Encore 
azaleas with more than 30 years of experience in 
nursery management, breeding, propagation and 
new plant development, will present a program on 
"Trailed and Trusted Plants, Distinctly Southern." 

Eighty Master Gardeners and guests attended the picnic at Vaughan Drinkard's home on October 30.  Photo by Alice Marty 

RUSSELL CO MGA 
Glenda Gower 
 

     Wow, how time flies by. We elect officers for two-
year terms in Russell County, and the previous officers 
will be outgoing at the end of 2016. Of notable interest 
are some of the programs we have had over the past 
two years especially for such a small group. One 
speaker that we would recommend to other 
associations is a local weather forecaster that is very 
personable - Bob Jezwald. Another speaker that we 
recommend is Katie Jackson. She writes monthly for 
the Alabama EMC magazine and is located in the 
Auburn/Opelika area. Members have also been 
responsible for either presenting a program or 
obtaining a speaker. 

     We joined hands with our fellow Master Gardeners 
in Columbus, GA for a Christmas special at the 
Columbus Botanical Gardens. In a show of mutual 
interest, the Columbus and Russell County Extension 
offices are offering a joint MG class starting with the 
new year. There was a joint class offered in 2013 that 
proved to be a successful venture. 
     We are looking forward to the new year. Of note are 
two speakers that have already agreed to come to our 
group. They are Helen Phillips and Fletcher Harvey. 
Both had presentations at the Fall Seminar held this 
past fall at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. Helen 
will start out in January giving us the program she gave 
at the fall seminar - by special request! So we are 
looking forward to a great start in the new year.   
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ST. CLAIR CO MGA 
Sharla Palmgren 
 

     Greetings fellow Master Gardeners! 
After many long months of drought, we share your 
thankfulness for rain!   
     We were fortunate to have a Master Gardeners 
class this fall, with thirteen Interns completing the 
class. We look forward to working with all of them in 
the future.  
     St. Clair County Master Gardeners are still 
working on our Lakeside Garden project. Just 
keeping it watered has been a challenge! Hopefully, 
the dedication of our members will keep the native 
plants surviving for the future. 
     More future projects in St. Clair County are being 
planned for Lincoln Elementary School and The 
Children’s Place. 
      

Programs at our monthly meetings have been 
enjoyable as always. Twice we have been fortunate 
to have Michelle Reynolds join us. Michelle is tireless 
in promoting the natural beauty and resources of 
Alabama. She spoke to us regarding native plants 
and also spoke another time on Alabama 
waterways. She is knowledgeable regarding all 
nature in Alabama. We hope to have Michelle speak 
to us on more topics in the future. You might enjoy 
her Facebook page 'Southeastern Roadside 
Defenders.' 
     Another fascinating speaker was Mike Ensley. He 
is an amazing authority on honey bees and how 
important they are for all of us. Even his knowledge 
of what we think is 'local honey' was impressive! 
     Until next year, we wish you all a joyous Holiday 
Season!  

SHOALS MGA 
Peggie Lazenby 
 
     The Shoals Master Gardeners wrapped up 
2016 with one last project, the Tuscumbia 
 Multi-Purpose Center as you can see from our 
photo.   
     We have several great programs, projects and 
plant sales that we are looking forward to in 
2017! 
     We here in the Shoals hope that all of you have 
a blessed and safe Holiday season and New Year! 
     Web: www.shoalsmastergardeners.org 
 

Pictured left to right: Chip Lazenby, Peggie Lazenby, Brenda Brad-
ford, Martha Black, and Martha Berryhill.  
Photo by John Norton 

2016 Interns: Left to right, front row: Jim Cole, Ashville; Arabella Tatum, Riverside; Barbara Gilbert, Moody; Regina Tindle, Mar-

garet; Carolyn Mills, Ashville; Beth Harper, Odenville; Back: Justin Masters, Sterrett; Donna Beavers, Cloverdale; Bill Tatum, Riv-

erside; Tess Powers, Leeds; Margot DeWalters, Pell City; Kristi Blackwell, Ashville, and Daniel McCrory, Pell City.  

Photo by St. Clair County Extension Office 

http://www.shoalsmastergardeners.org/
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TALLAPOOSA CO MGA 
Judy Heinzen 
 
     What Worked and What Didn’t was the theme of 
our panel hosted by President, Ann Regnier, at the 
September meeting. Bud and Prencella Hamby, 
Carey Mizzel, Jud Edel, and Dale Burton shared their 
successes and not so great vegetable gardening 
experiences this season. Master Gardeners in 
attendance were offered advice on how to succeed 
next year and what to avoid as they plan and 
prepare for future plantings. 
     In October, Clint Walls, Vice President of the 
Southeast Kiwi Farm Cooperative, gave us a tour of 
the commercial farm located in Tallapoosa County 
on Highway 120 between Reeltown and Notasulga. 
The nature of the soil, climate, and availability of 
water for irrigation make this area ideal for growing 
kiwis. Clint explained the intricate pergola system 
and trellises necessary to ensure a good crop, as well 
as the irrigation system in use. The crop will be sold 
to an international market when production harvest 
is ready. 
     During November’s meeting after committee 
reports, we elected officers for 2017 and circulated 
committee signup sheets for 2017.  The meeting was 
followed by a potluck luncheon which all 
enjoyed.  The new officers are:   
President  Judy Heinzen 
Vice-President  Dianna Porter 
Secretary  JoAnne Hawk 
Treasurer  Prencella Hamby 
 

     The last event for the year was decorating a 
Christmas display at the Alexander City Sportsplex.   
 
 

This photo (taken during construction) shows the 
center portion of our Master Gardener display.  
Christmas lights will illuminate the fences and gate 
during evening hours of the Christmas event. Left to 
right -- Brantley Harrell, Billy Walls (MG), and Bud 
Hamby (MG).  Photo by JoAnne Hawk (MG) 

TUSCALOOSA CO MGA 
Octavia Miles 
 
     Wow! Tuscaloosa County, just as so many others 
counties in Alabama, made it through a most unusu-
al 63 days of drought as we neared the close of 
2016. Nevertheless, Master Gardeners are flexible 
and can make good of any season or circumstance 
just as we do with poor soil. 
     TCMGA had a very productive fall conference in 
October as presenters shared their expertise with 
eager gardeners looking for new ways to enhance 
“Gardeners’ Circle of Life”. 
     MG Tanya Gille shared her love for gardening by 

hosting TCMG in a garden tour of her vast array of 
plants, trees, flowers, and herbs. It appeared there 
was not a single inch of her front or back yard that 
did not have something fabulous growing. The tour 
was a great ending to garden beauty before facing 
winter’s chill. 
     Teresa Johnson invited TCMG to tour new addi-
tions and expansion of her facilities, “The Plant Lady 
Nursery” which has now been renamed “Johnsons 
Gardens and Café”. This was another evening well 
spent as she and her staff pointed out “something 
old and something new”. 
     Here’s to a delightful growing season for 2017! 
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DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER!!!  

SEE CONFERENCE INSERT IN PATHWAYS 

OR REGISTER ONLINE 

ALABAMAMG.ORG 

WIREGRASS MGA 
Jane Klosky 
 
     In October we had our 12th  annual fall plant sale. 
October was also the month we gave back to the 
community with our philanthropic contributions to 
four local horticultural non-profit ventures and the 
Auburn scholarship fund. Our members staffed the 
“Ask a Master Gardener” desk at Home Depot, had a 
booth at Wal-Mart, assisted the Alabama Forestry 
Division with their tree giveaway, and created a 
prize-winning scarecrow for “Scarecrows in the 
Garden” at the Dothan Area Botanical Gardens.  
      Throughout the year we planted and tended the 
five demo beds at the Dothan Area Botanical 
Gardens and participated in the creation of new 

compost bins. As we prepare to end this wonderful 
and exciting year, we come together to celebrate 
the Christmas season at our December business 
meeting. Our fellowship with each other is 
strengthened by our service together.  
     Looking ahead to 2017, we are excited for the 
Houston County MG program that begins in January, 
and we are looking forward to a class of eager 
gardeners. Our monthly Lunch ‘n Learn will resume 
after a brief holiday break with a timely topic of 
pruning. On February 3, we will begin our Junior MG 
program for ages eight through eleven.  This has 
been in the works, and we are excited to have it 
start. 

https://plus.google.com/u/2/102179710971772135465?prsrc=4
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Brenda Tapp—Board High-

lights 

 

Page 4—Kerry Smith 
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 Pathways 
Winter 16-17 

DEADLINE FOR SPRING ISSUE IS MARCH 15, 2017 

Alabama Master  
Gardeners Association 

Alabamamg.org 
 

Editor: Patricia Peoples    
St. Clair  CO. MGA  

H: 205-467-0281     
amganewsletter@gmail.com   

 
Copy Editor 

Patricia Patty                                    
Calhoun  COMGA      

 
 Proofreader   

Carolyn Wade—MGNA  

State Advisor 
Kerry Smith 

State Master Gardeners  
Program Coordinator 

334-844-3036 
Cell 334-329-1051 

smithkp@auburn.edu 
 

 Got Questions 

? 

We’ve Got Answers 

 aces.edu/questions 

2016 AMGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS,  
OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: Jeanon Massien, Shelby  
VICE PRESIDENT: John Baker, Shoals 
SECRETARY: Cathy Canant, Shelby 
TREASURER: Roger Clarke, Jefferson 
 

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE 
TERM 2014-2017 
Ginny Holland, Cherokee 
Brenda Tapp, MGNA 
TERM 2015-2018 
Phil Gatlin, Cullman 
Dennis Pinkard, Lee 
Ann Vaughn, Morgan 
TERM 2016-2019 
Genie Schneider, Mobile 
Michael Thomason, Shoals 
 

2016 AMGA COMMITTEES 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Brenda Tapp,  
Cathy Canant, Ginny Holland 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE:  
Newsletter Editor: Patricia Peoples 
Copy Editor: Patricia Patty 
Proofreader: Carolyn Wade 
WEBSITE COMMITTEE: 
Website Webmaster: Rita Forrest 
John Baker, Phil Gatlin, Cathy Canant  
 

 

 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 
Chair: Kerry Smith 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEES: 
2017 Co-Chairs: Diane Campen, Alice Tucker 
2018 Regional  Jefferson CO  
2019  Co-Chairs: Pat Farmer, Sondra Henley 
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Cathy Canant 
Dennis Pinkard 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Ann Vaughn 
Carolyn Wade, Anita Buckley 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Mary Howe 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:                      
Chair: Karin Carmichael,  
Myra Lassere  
Phil Gatlin 
PROJECT FUNDING COMMITTEE:  
Chair: Phil Gatlin 
RECORDS AND RETENTION COMMITTEE: 
Chair: Michael Thomason 
STATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
Chair: John Baker 
Phil Gatlin 
Ann Vaughn  
Michael Thomason 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Chair: Glenda Gower 
 

WEBSITE INFO APPROVAL: 

Communication Committee, President and Vice President 

AMGA Website 

Alabamamg.org 


