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                                         Happy Summer my friends! If you were unable to   
                                   attend the 2016 Conference in the Wiregrass, you  
                                   certainly missed an outstanding Conference. This year,  
                                   like the 2015 Conference, set a record breaking Silent  
                                   Auction, in part, due to the generous contributions from  
                                   our local associations. Once again, I thank all those  
                                   involved in making the 2016 Conference successful.  
                                        We welcomed Michael Thomason (Shoals) and Genie 
Schneider (Mobile) as Board Members at large, and Myra Lassere (Baldwin) 
as a member of the Nominating Committee. Congratulations to all those 
members receiving AMGA awards, Stars, Badges, Advanced Stars and 
Lifetime membership status. A report on the recipients of AMGA Awards can 
be found in this newsletter. 
     With summer travel upon us, I know many of you will be enjoying the 
beauty of our state and others.  I urge you to take advantage of the beautiful 
gardens available to us.  Many associations are preparing for MG classes, and 
continuing to work on wonderful projects. Take time to smell the roses and 
drink in all the beauty our country has to offer. 
     Jefferson County will be hosting our 2016 Fall Seminar at the Birmingham 

Botanical Gardens in September. Once those vegetable gardens are 

harvested, I hope you will take advantage of the opportunity to join us at Fall 

Seminar.  A wonderful slate of speakers has been developed, and I know 

everyone will enjoy it.  On-line registration has been embraced, and with the 

approval of the Board of Directors, work is in progress to accept credit 

cards.  Hopefully, this addition will make registration at events and 

participation in Silent Auctions at Conference even more successful. 

     So I wish you a wonderful summer, and until we meet at Fall Seminar, 
Happy Gardening!                                                        Jeanon  

Advisory Council—August 2, 2016; 

10:00A.M., CDT.  Alabama Power Co. Building, 

Clanton, AL.  

BOD—September 6, 2016;  
10:00A.M., CDT.  Alabama Power Co. Building,          

      Clanton, AL.  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE  
AMGA VICE PRESIDENT  
John Baker 
baker140@comcast.net 
      

      Master Gardeners, what would you guess all the 
following items have in common? Newsletters, 
Awards Program, Mary Lou McNabb Award, 
Scholarship Program, Project Funding, CEU Training, 
Membership, Website, Administration, Fundraising, 
Advisory Council, and Fall Seminar —the answer is, of 
course - DUES. These are all things that your 
membership dues help fund and support. In 1981 
when Mary Lou McNabb and Madison County 
Extension Agent Gary Murray helped to start the first 
Master Gardener Program in Alabama, the dues were 
set at $5.00 a year. I would like to point out that the 
only sources of income for the AMGA are 
membership dues, workshop profits, interest on 
some bank funds, and conference profits. The only 
projectable source of income is from membership 
dues; everything else is a variable depending on the 
economy and interest rates. In January 2013, after 
extensive consideration for the best interest of  
You— AMGA members — the decision was made to 
increase the AMGA dues to $10.00. We remain 
confident that this decision makes possible the 
continued support for you in the best possible way.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
      In the interest of preserving natural resources 
(trees) and also to help cut the operating costs (so 
that we will not continue operating at a deficit), 
several years ago your AMGA Board of Directors 
voted to send out the Garden Pathways 
electronically. Except the winter issue of the 
newsletter (which according to our by-laws must be 
mailed out to all members) a link to the newsletter is 
sent electronically to all local presidents, newsletter 
editors, and advisory council reps. All newsletters are  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

posted on the website. If any members of the local 
associations would like a printed copy, it is available 
for that local association to print it. An Advisory 
Council survey found that 88% of the members 
surveyed wanted their newsletter electronically, and 
only 12% wanted a hard copy. We have tried in the 
past to send hard copies to those who wanted them 
and to e-mail everyone else. As you know, that 
turned into a big mess, and not everyone got what 
they wanted. So until something better came along 
the AMGA decided to mail everyone a hard copy 
quarterly, but even that didn’t work because the 
membership database was corrupted. Subsequently, 
a decision was then made to e-mail the newsletter to 
the local association. Those few members who want 
a hard copy now have the option to get it printed at 
their local association. There are a lot of members 
who were told that and continue to believe their 
$10.00 dues are used only to pay for the newsletter. 
As pointed out in the paragraph above, that is not the 
case - your dues are used for so much more.  There 
will still be a cost involved with putting out the 
newsletter and mailing and printing the winter issue. 
In the past, it was costing the AMGA about $2,000 
per issue to print and mail it to the membership. 
With the cost of postage and handling going up, it 
was felt that the membership would receive a better 
newsletter at less cost by going electronically - and it 
will help to save a few trees! 
     I have been privy to the work and planning that is 
in progress for the upcoming 2017 conference in 
Huntsville next May 1st thru the 3rd.  Believe me; it is 
going to be a great conference and one you don’t 
want to miss. I expect Huntsville will set a new 
standard and will be talked about for some time to 
come. AMGA Conferences keep getting better and 
better…. Have a great summer and see you in 
Huntsville.   
  John Baker 
           

 

 

       NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: I had the pleasure of visiting Lee Co Garden Tour 
and the filler plants used in this edition will be some that I snapped of the beautiful 
gardens. It was incredible to see what some of the homeowners had done with just a 
small piece of property. 
     Thanks to all who sent articles promptly. I hope you enjoy Garden Pathways, and I, 
along with Patricia Patty and Carolyn Wade, strive to make it the best that it can be. 
                                                                                  Patricia Peoples 



 3 

AMGA ADVISORY COUNCIL  
Glenda Gower 
amgaacchair@gmail.com 

 
     The Advisory Council will meet Tuesday, August 
2nd at 10:00A.M., CDT. The meeting will be held in 
Clanton, Alabama at the Alabama Power Company 
building. 
    The Advisory Council serves as the intermediary 
between the Local Associations and the State as well 
as providing a forum to share information between 
all associations within the state. The Advisory Council  

 
is an open forum in which any Alabama Master 
Gardener may come and participate in discussions. 
Interns are also invited to attend. Although everyone 
may participate in the discussion only the designated 
representative may vote in the event anything 
comes to a vote. 
       If there are topics or ideas you want to share, 
mail to: amgaacchair@gmail.com or notify your 
representative. The agenda of the meetings includes 
topics that Local Associations wish to have discussed. 

AMGA AWARDS                                                  
Jane Trawick  
boja7@yahoo.com 
 

"As is our tradition, statewide AMGA awards for 
2015 were presented at the AMGA Conference in 
Dothan in May. Winners, based on AMGA Awards 
criteria, are as follows:" 

Top Hours of the Year:  Myra Lassere of 
Baldwin County was recognized for a total 
of 2,777 hours during the previous year. 

Jean Lee Lifetime Hours: Tanys Waldron, 
Baldwin County MG, was awarded a 
Lifetime AMGA Membership and received a 
Lifetime Badge for volunteering 9,662 
Lifetime Hours.   

Outstanding Newsletter: There were no 
submissions from MGAs with fewer than 61 
members. Outstanding Newsletter for 
MGAs with 61 and more members was won 
by Lee County’s “Leaf Notes”. The award 
and check for $100 were accepted by 
Editor David Peterson.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Gary Murray Outstanding Service and 
Dedication Award: Teresa Johnson, winner 
of this award, was nominated by 
Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners. 

Mary Lou McNabb Alabama MG of the Year 
Award: Janet Boothe recipient of this 
award was the nominee of the Master 
Gardeners of North Alabama. She was 
awarded a Lifetime AMGA Membership 
and received a Lifetime Badge.  

Twenty-four associations had members who 
qualified for Reach for the Stars advanced 
badges and stars: 60 Gold, 27 Platinum, 
and four Lifetime badges; nine Ruby, 10 
Emerald and one Diamond stars, and 23 
updated Lifetime Badges were awarded. 

Thanks to all of you for allowing me to serve as your 
Awards Chair these past three years. I also wish to 
thank those who served with me on the Awards 
Committee and gave so tirelessly of their time and 
talent to make all this happen! 

 

 

      

AMGA TREASURER 
Roger Clarke 
roger_clarke@bellsouth.net 

      
     Please help me welcome Board Member Genie 
Schneider, who has accepted the position of 
assistant treasurer. I look forward to working with 
Genie over the next year. 
     AMGA, Inc. ended May in a very strong financial 

position. Both the 2016 Conference and 
Administration had positive results through May 31, 
2016. The 2016 Conference books were closed in 
early June with a final profit of over $13,000. 
     Based on several comments from the annual 
conference, the Board approved AMGA, Inc. 
accepting credit cards for silent auction items and 
merchandise sales at future events, so be ready to 
bid often in Huntsville 2017. 

mailto:amgaacchair@gmail.com
mailto:amgaacchair@gmail.com
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AMGA NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Karin Carmichael 
jkcarmi@bellsouth.net 
 

Searching for Nominees 
     The AMGA Nominating Committee is in the 
process of accepting recommendations to fill four 
Executive Officer positions, three Board of Directors 
positions and one Nominating Committee position. 
These vacancies will be filled at the Annual 
Conference to be held in Huntsville, May 2017, but 
nominees must be announced in the Winter Edition 
Of Garden Pathways. 
     We are looking for candidates with outstanding     
 

 
 

leadership abilities and a strong commitment to the  
Master Gardener program. Candidates must be 
willing to attend quarterly meetings, participate in 
committee activities and travel at personal expense.  
Officers serve two-year terms, Directors serve three-
year terms and Nominating Committee members 
serve two-year terms. 
     Election of AMGA Officers, Board of Directors and 
Nominating Committee members is a very important 
component of our State Association and its success.  
The Nominating Committee is now in the process of 
evaluating candidates and therefore needs your 
input ASAP. Please contact any member of the 
committee.  Thank you for your participation! 

 
 

Karin Carmichael – Chair, Email: jkcarmi@bellsouth.net  Phone: 334-271-3084 
Myra Lassere, Email: mlassere@bellsouth.net  Phone: 251-895-5059 

Phil Gatlin, Email: philgatlin@bellsouth.net  Phone: 256-339-1756 

AMGA MEMBERSHIP 
Mary Howe 
mary.howe67@gmail.com 

 

     AMGAs paid and lifetime membership is over 

1700 for 2016 at present, but a few associations have 

not sent their dues payments to the AMGA 

Treasurer. Those dues payments should be sent as 

soon as possible. A few associations still don’t show 

any 2016 payments in the Dues Tracker database, 

and that also needs to be corrected. Progress on the 

Dues Tracker upgrades has been slow, and I 

apologize for the delay. Please contact me by e-mail 

at mary.howe67@gmail.com or by telephone at  

256-534-4773 if you have membership or Dues 

Tracker questions. 

mailto:jkcarmi@bellsouth.net
mailto:jkcarmi@bellsouth.net
mailto:mlassere@bellsouth.net
mailto:philgatlin@bellsouth.net
mailto:mary.howe67@gmail.com
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AMGA FUNDRAISING 

M. Ann Stewart Vaughn 
annsvaughn205@gmail.com 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION TO OUR 2016 CONFERENCE SPONSORS, VENDORS, ADVERTISERS, AND DONORS 

CONFERENCE SPONSORS:  
Alabama Farmers Cooperative, Inc.  
Alabama Farmers Federation (ALFA)  
Bonnie Plants  
 

CONFERENCE VENDORS:  
Art by Amy  
Boll Weevil Soap Company  
doTERRA Wellness Advocate  
Fulgham's, Inc.  
Hart Plant Hole Diggers  
Jeffers  
Lynn Koning  
Miss Elaineous Baskets  
Retriever Soapworks  
The Olive Fruit  
The Rose Gardener  
U. S. Victory Gardens  
Vaughn-Blumberg Services  
Vertical Gardening Systems  
Wiregrass MGA  
 

CONFERENCE ADVERTISERS:  
 

A Simply Southern Florist  
Cheeburger Cheeburger  
Coffee County Master Gardeners  
Cook Chevrolet  
Dowling Truck and Tractor Company  
Dramm Corporation  
Geoff M. Gaunt, D.M.D.  
H & H Equipment Company, Inc.  
Klosky & Associates, Inc.  
National Security Fire & Casualty Co  
Niche Gardens  
Red Brick Pizza  
Rusty’s Feed and Seed  
Safe Lawns Black Gold Compost  
Sessions Peanut Company  
Southern Styles by Design  
The Harty Carpenter Group  
The Olive Fruit  
Will Barnes/Edward Jones  
Wiregrass Master Gardeners  
 
CONFERENCE DONORS:  
  
Adams' Glass Studio  
AL Peanut Producers Association  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alabama Farmers Cooperative  
Alabama Gardener Magazine  
American Meadows  
Ames  
Antique Attic  
Atlanta Bread  
Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds  
Ball Horticultural Company  
Bed Bath & Beyond  
Bellingrath Gardens and Home  
Bionic Gloves  
Black Gold  
Boll Weevil Soap Company  
Bonnie Plants  
Bradley's Florist & Gifts  
Burkes Outlet  
CB&T  
Cheeburger Cheeburger  
Chord Buddy  
Clark's Clicks Photography  
CobraCo  
CobraHead  
D & J Nursery  
David Austin Roses  
Delectable Edibles Café  
Dothan Area Botanical Gardens  
Dothan Nurseries  
Dothan Outdoor Equipment  
DripWorks, Inc.  
Earth Box / Novelty Mfg.  
Elba Chamber of Commerce  
Garden Weasel  
Greenhouse Buckets  
Grier's Almanac  
Harris Seeds  
Huntsville Botanical Garden  
Inland Fuel  
Inside Accents  
Jeannie Maddox  
Jerry Baker-America's MG  
Johnny's Selected Seeds  
Karen Morales  
Kath's Elegant Accessories  
Kelly Creek Nursery  
Laughs & Lifts  
Lawford Hardware  
Leaky Brooke Farm  
Logan's Roadhouse  
Malone Foods  
 
 
 
 
 

Maple Valley Nursery  
Michaels  
Milky Moos Homemade Ice Cream  
Milorganite  
Mister Landscaper  
Mobile Botanical Gardens  
Naomi & Olive  
National Security Group, Inc 
Neptune's Harvest  
Niche Gardens  
North Alabama Nursery  
Northcutt's on Main  
Organic Gardening Magazine  
Osmocote  
P C 's Nursery & Landscaping  
Paw Paw Everlast Label Company  
Petals from the Past  
Pinch a Penny Pool Patio Spa  
Quality Printing  
R. Scott Gamble, D.M.D.  
Renee's Garden  
Retriever Soapworks  
Rogue / Prohoe  
Ron Sommer/Edward Jones  
Rushing Nursery  
Safe Lawn Black Gold Compost  
Select Seeds  
Smart Pots / High Caliper Growing  
State Farm / Kenneth Calhoun  
State Farm / Pam Martin  
Stihl USA  
Storey Publishing  
Sun Precautions  
Teak Closeouts  
Ten Mile Creek Nursery  
Texas Roadhouse  
The Final Cut Salon  
The Nature Gallery  
The Roo 
Todd Farms  
Touch of Grace Massage  
Tractor Supply / Dothan  
Tractor Supply / Enterprise  
TRC Enterprises  
Wild Bird & Nature Store  
Winn-Dixie  
Wiregrass Area United Way Food Bank  
Zoysia Farm Nurseries  

mailto:annsvaughn205@gmail.com
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Fred Evans Intern of the Year Award 
Jean Lee 

bjeanlee@aol.com 

      The Fred Evans Intern of the Year Award was 
established by ACES to recognize MG interns who go 
above and beyond the volunteer hours required to 
receive certification. 
     Fred was an exceptional Master Gardener who was 
well known by many MGs personally at both local and 
state levels. He was a regular attendee at Advisory 
Council meetings and served in a number of positions 
on the AMGA Board. In spite of serious health issues, 
he continued to participate in MG activities. 
     Don Armstrong, Jr., Autauga County MGA, is this 
year’s recipient of the Fred Evans Intern of the Year 
Award. When Don, retired from the USAF as 
Lieutenant Colonel, became a member of the Fall 2014 
MG Class, he jumped right in to help. He coordinated 
the topics and speakers for the 2015 ACMGA Lunch 
and Learn Program, creating banners to promote the 
events, helping with venue setup and take down, and 
teaching the Plant Propagation session. Over 400 
people attended the 10 programs for 2015, thanks in 
large part to Don’s efforts. His wife, Glenda, is the 
Helpline Coordinator, and another of Don's activities 
was developing a manual for MG Helpline volunteers 

along with automatic reminders to volunteers, and 
follow-up sheets on call data. He also volunteers at the 
Prattvillage demo gardens, and the Plant Sale.  When 
asked to name his favorite flower, Don says he groups 
all plants under the category of “green growies.” Don 
states that he loves attending MG meetings and 
conferences and getting to meet new people. To date, 
Don has logged 565 hours and continues to share his 
organizational skills along with his leadership to 
support the Autauga County MG Association goals and 
mission. 
     Don is the third recipient of this award.  Previous 
winners were Charlotte Hall, Central Alabama MGA 
and Jan Turner, Mobile Co MGA.  
 

    

Donald J. Armstrong, Jr. 
 Lieutenant Colonel, USAF (Ret.) 

Wayne VanLandingham 
(Wiregrass M.G.) 2016 AMGA Conference Chair 

2015 - 2018  AMGA Board Member at Large 
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Japanese Maples, Aristocrat of Trees: David Doggett, JCMG 
Beauty in Her Own Backyard: Sally Price, JCMG 

Save and Savor Summer: Angela Treadaway, ACES & Helen Phillips 
6 Afternoon Breakout Sessions: Various Leaders 

 
Please select three breakout sessions from below and mark them 1-3 in order of priority (1 being the most preferred). 

___ A) Our American Canopy with Henry Hughes, Director of Education, BBG 

___ B) Tree I.D. Key with Mallory Kelly, ACES 

___ C) Dried Flower Arrangements with Mary Jo Quintana, JCMG 

___ D) The Aging Gardener with Fletcher Harvey, JCMG 

___ E) Fostering Fall Flights with Birmingham Audubon Society 

___ F) Autumn Beauty at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens with Chris Boles, JCMG 

 
Check-in begins at 8:15 a.m. 
Programming 9 a.m. till  3 p.m. 
$35 includes sessions, coffee, boxed lunch and snacks 
($40 AFTER AUGUST 31)  
 

 

 

Information and ONLINE REGISTRATION: www.alabamamg.org 

 
Or Mail-In Registration (please print): 

Name: _____________________________ Email: _______________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________ 

Sandwich option: Chicken Pork Vegetarian 

Make $35 registration check ($40 after August 31
st
) payable to JMCGA. Return to: 

AMGA Fall Seminar 2016, 527 Greenbrier Way, Hoover AL, 35244 

http://www.alabamamg.org
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     The Master Gardeners of North Alabama (MGNA), in cooperation with the Alabama Master 
Gardeners Association (AMGA), will host the 2017 AMGA Conference in Huntsville May 1-3. 
Under the banner of Gardening Heritage, programs will include such fascinating topics as 
Traditional Folk Herbalism, Seeds of the South, Protecting our Pollinators, and Alabama’s 
impressive natural biodiversity.  There will also be three hands-on papercrete workshops led 
by Lee (the “Papercrete Potter”) Coates.  Participants will make their own papercrete pot to 
take home and will receive all of the instructions to make more at their leisure. On Tuesday 
and Wednesday, we will host the very first AMGA Conference Seed Savers Exchange! Experts 
from the Sand Mountain Seed Bank will be on hand to answer questions and facilitate 
exchanges. Monday our venue will be the lovely Huntsville Botanical Garden and Tuesday-
Wednesday the Jackson Center. Other activities include garden strolls, presentations on 
hostas, orchids, ferns, hummingbirds, and more, a silent auction, book signings, food, and fun.  
So save the dates and plan to join us for an amazing 3 days! 
     
 
 

Contact: 
Sue Khoury, MGNA Publicity 
suekhoury@knology.net 
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Communications Committee: Brenda Tapp, Chair 

 Cathy Canant, Ginny Holland 

Website Committee: 

Website Webmaster: Rita Forrest 

                               John Baker, Phil Gatlin & Cathy Canant  

Garden Pathways:  

Newsletter Editor: Patricia Peoples 

 Copy Editor: Patricia Patty 

 Proofreader: Carolyn Wade 

Continuing Education Committee: Kerry Smith, Chair 

Conference Committees: 

 2017  Diane Campen/Alice Tucker, Co-Chairs 

 2018 Regional Kerry Smith , Chair 

 2019  Pat Farmer/Sondra Henley, Co-Chairs 

Endowment Committee: Cathy Canant, Chair 

 Dennis Pinkard 

Fundraising Committee:  Ann Vaughn, Chair 

 Carolyn Wade 

Membership Committee:  Mary Howe, Chair 

Nominating Committee:  Karin Carmichael, Chair 

 Myra Lassere & Phil Gatlin 

Project Funding Committee: Phil Gatlin, Chair 

Records and Retention Committee: 

 Michael Thomason, Chair 

State Conference Committee: John Baker, Chair 

 Phil Gatlin, Ann Vaughn & Michael Thomason 

 

  

OTHER TASKS: 

Website Info Approval: 

 Communication Committee, President & Vice President 

 

Seed Savers Exchange To Be Featured at  

2017 AMGA Conference 

     The Master Gardeners of North Alabama (MGNA) 
will host the first Seed Savers Exchange at the 2017 
AMGA Conference to be held in Huntsville May 1-3. 
Experts from the Sand Mountain Seed Bank (SMSB) 
will be on hand at the Jackson Center on Tuesday, 
May 2, to answer questions and facilitate exchanges.  
The SMSB is operated by Dove Stackhouse and 
Charlotte Hagood, and currently is home to ~600 
varieties of peas and beans, melons, gourds, grains 
and greens, sunflowers, and marigolds. 
     Seed saving is the traditional method of 
harvesting and preserving seeds that have naturally 
adapted to their environment and offer a variety of 
tastes and resistance to disease and pests not 
generally found in the hybridized seed produced for 
commercial growers. Worldwide, there is a growing 
recognition that biodiversity is being lost as the 
commercial seed companies develop hybrids bred 
primarily for uniformity and visual appeal. Fewer 
and fewer varieties are being grown. Should blight 
or pest strike, such monoculture crops could fail 

completely, threatening 
entire species. 
     Start saving your seeds 
now so you can participate in 
our 2017 Exchange! In most 
cases, seed saving is simple, 
and you will be contributing 
to Alabama’s biodiversity. 
Simple instructions can be found at: 
 
http://www.seedsave.org/issi/issi_904.html 
http://www.rodalesorganiclife.com/garden/
beginners-guide-seed-saving 
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-
garden/vegetables/saving-vegetable-seeds 
http://www.saltspringseeds.com/pages/how-to-
save-seeds 
 

 
     
 
 

Contact: 
Sue Khoury, MGNA Publicity 
suekhoury@knology.net 

AMGA 2016 Committees 

http://www.seedsave.org/issi/issi_904.html
http://www.rodalesorganiclife.com/garden/beginners-guide-seed-saving
http://www.rodalesorganiclife.com/garden/beginners-guide-seed-saving
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/vegetables/saving-vegetable-seeds
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/vegetables/saving-vegetable-seeds
http://www.saltspringseeds.com/pages/how-to-save-seeds
http://www.saltspringseeds.com/pages/how-to-save-seeds
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  Harvest for Health – A New Project for Master Gardeners 

     We all know that gardening is fun. It is also good exercise; it can produce nutritious crops, and it feeds 
our soul too. In fact, as far back as 60 BC, Cicero recorded the therapeutic benefits of gardening. 
     So in the true spirit of Master Gardeners and Extension, we started something new in 2013. So simple, 
it is surprising that no-one thought of it before then. Harvest for Health is a partnership project with 
researchers at UAB’s Comprehensive Cancer Center, Alabama Extension, and Master Gardeners. We 
paired MG’s as mentors to cancer survivors hoping to increase the survivors’ physical activity level and 
enhance their diet with fresh produce from the garden. To date, we have paired 150 MGs with 150 cancer 
survivors, and they all continue to give us positive feedback.  
·              “I may not always feel up to it, but if I know there’s a tomato or something to be picked, you better 
believe that I am not going to sit here and let them rot.” 
·              “I have enjoyed the Harvest for Health program so much.  Gardening has become one of my 
favorite things to do.  I think the best thing that you have taught me is to 'have fun with your garden.'” 
     This June we finish coaching our last group of participants……. but wait, there’s more………… On May 
27, we received news that the National Institute of Health is funding us to mentor another 425 
participants (spread across five years). Congratulations to everyone who has volunteered in the project to 
date! And we hope you will help us recruit more friends to mentor over the next five years. We have 
learned a lot since 2013, especially that we need a dedicated staff person to keep track of all the logistics. 
That person has been and will continue to be Renee Thompson. 
     If this project is new to you, I can say from experience and MG comments – the rewards are 
immeasurable. Imagine picking tomatoes, squash or turnips from your garden for the very first time.  It is 
like being a child again! 
     If you want to learn more about this project, contact me or Renee (smithkp@auburn.edu, 
or thomprw@auburn.edu.) Keep your ears open for more news on Harvest for Health 2017. We will start 
new training events this fall! 

I wonder if she knows her roots are showing? 

This entry was posted in Seedy 
Humor and Poetry  

11/01/2009 by Ken Greene.  

mailto:smithkp@auburn.edu
mailto:thomprw@auburn.edu
http://www.seedlibrary.org/blog/category/seed-scene/seedy-humor-poetry/
http://www.seedlibrary.org/blog/category/seed-scene/seedy-humor-poetry/
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HAPPENINGS 
Autauga CO MGA 
Nancy Waggoner 
gnwaggoner@charter.net 

 
     Forty-Five acres of previously undeveloped 
woodland, close to downtown Prattville, is quietly 
and gradually undergoing a metamorphosis into, 
perhaps years in the future, Gardenview Plantation, 
a “1.1-mile driveway through a public garden 
providing educational, limited recreational and 
social opportunities for its visitors and guests.” 
     ACMGA member Albert Striplin, owner of the 
property, has been actively planning and 
implementing the project since its inception in 2004. 
In this ambitious undertaking, Striplin has developed 
a “bubble” plan in which progress is taking place 
within general areas for irrigation ponds, equipment 
storage, and garden “rooms” of native and hybrid 
azaleas, blueberries, camellias, rhododendrons    
hardy to this area, ferns, wildflowers, daylilies, and  

 
crepe myrtles. Hydrangeas, as well as dogwoods and 
tea olives, are being planted throughout. A 
vegetable garden is planned with education and 
demonstration in mind. The future location of a 
chapel has been designated. 
     Although the area is presently closed to the 
public, ACMGA members were treated to a walking 
tour; in 2014 the project had been introduced to 
members in a driving tour and it was easy to 
observe that plans are becoming a reality. Despite 
challenges such as drought, hard freezes, voles and 
irrigation issues, the plants that have survived are 
growing and blooming. Walking trails have evolved 
in the native azalea and camellia gardens. The 
original forest canopy has been thinned, and 
underbrush eliminated, resulting in soft, dappled 
and filtered light with spots of full sun interspersed; 
effort has been made to maintain native beauty. 
     The effect is stunning and peaceful. 

Baldwin CO MGA 
Frieda Romanchuk 
friedanr@bellsouth.net 
 

     The Baldwin County Master Gardeners recently 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of their founding at a 
monthly meeting.  County Extension Agent Mike 
McQueen, Baldwin County Extension Coordinator  
Susan Wingard, and Extension Administrative Office 
Manager Sandra Walton surprised the group with a 
cake commemorating the occasion. Maureen Nation, 
a member of the first class that received certification 
and the only one still active with the group, was 
given the honor of cutting the cake.   
     Written by Gordon Cooper, a full article that 
included an explanation of the Master Gardener 
program appeared in local Baldwin County papers.   
 

It was edited and published in the spring edition of 
Garden Pathways. 

L to R Mike McQueen, Maureen Nation, Susan Wingard, and 
Sandra Walton. Photo by Kazuko Russell 

Just living is not enough... one must have sunshine,  

freedom, and a little flower.  

Hans Christian Andersen                                     http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/flower.html  
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Calhoun CO MGA 
Sherry Blanton 
mssherryeb@aol.com 
 

     We had three days of Earth Day events in April; 
over 1000 4th graders visited Cane Creek 
Community Gardens at McClellan, our MG 
Association home. Members guided classes, lead 
relay races, and worked one on one with the 
children engaging in educational and fun filled field 
day experiences. 
     At our monthly meeting in May, a panel of our 
members presented their favorite tools. On June 8, 
we dedicated a refurbished shed in memory of one 
of our former Master Gardeners, Coke Williams. He 
was an active MG, who did a lot of the early work 
to reclaim the grounds at Cane Creek. 
     Lunch and Learn 2016 started the fourth week of 
April with Jacksonville State University 
archaeologist Dr. Harry Holstein’s informative 
program about early European explorers in 
Alabama. ABC 33-40 meteorologist James Spann 
gave a motivational program about staying safe in 
bad weather in May. “Hooray for Hostas” was the 
topic for June with Hayes Jackson as the presenter. 
    Many Calhoun MGs are involved in the  

development of Longleaf Botanical Gardens. We are  
excited for our group to have a part in getting this 
project up and running. 
     Volunteers at different MG projects will be 
spending the summer keeping their sites healthy 
and green. A new riding lawn mower will help with 
the maintenance at Cane Creek! 
 
 

 Blount CO MGA 
Glynis Adams 
glynis1958@bellsouth.net 
  

       On May 10, BCMGs toured the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. In addition to viewing the various 
gardens, we were given a behind-the-scenes look at 
how they propagated their plants and learned that 
most of the work is done by volunteers. It was a 
perfect day to be outside, especially in the beautiful 
setting of the gardens. 
     Master Gardeners Jerry and Cheryl Jones hosted 
Classroom in the Forest at their Mountain Shadows 

Farm on May 5.  Several other MG’s helped in this 
study designed to educate youth on the importance 
of our natural resources. 
     BCMGs along with the Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System presented a “Lunch and Learn” 
series in various locations throughout Blount 
County. Topics included Color in the Landscape, 
Managing Pests in the Home and Garden, and Raised 
Bed Gardening. In August and September, the topics 
will be Birds of Blount County, and Planting, 
Managing, and Harvesting Fall Veggies.   
    

 

Love is the flower you've got to let grow.  

John Lennon http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/flower.html  

MGs Linda Emanuel (L) and Ruth Sarro (R) encourage the kids 
on the "Birds and Worms" Relay race -- an exercise about the 
use of camouflage in nature.  Photo by Sherry Blanton 

mailto:mssherryeb@aol.com
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Central AL MGA 
Linda Griebel 
lrgriebel@yahoo.com 
 

     Yes, it is summer, and things are heating up: 
gardening chores as well as the temperatures.  We 
have volunteers who work at the Governor's Mansion 
every Monday, the Millbrook Farmers Market every 
Tuesday, Lanark on Wednesdays, and the Learning 
Gardens at the Extension Center and the Help Line on 
Thursdays. Other recent endeavors include two work 
days at the Eclectic Senior Center; Jane Mobley 
designed a butterfly garden for Children's Harbor, and 
Judy May gave a presentation on Orchid Basics for the 
Scattered Seeds Garden Club. 
     Our Lunch and Learn programs continue the second 
Tuesday of each month and our regular monthly 
meetings the third Tuesday. We have 
 

 
 
 
 
 

enjoyed some good programs. In May, Mr. Donny  
Tomlin spoke to Lunch and Learn about Japanese 
Maples and Dr. Charles Mitchell presented a program 
on The Perfect Fall Garden at our meeting. June's 
speaker, Mallory Kelley, spoke about Organic 
Community Gardening. At our meeting in July, 
Suzanne Sikes will speak about beneficial predators in 
our gardens. 
     In May nine of our Master Gardeners attended the 
State Conference. We held our very successful annual 
plant sale the first Saturday in May. Volunteer hours 
are adding up. Five of our members received Gold 
badges, three Platinum badges and Linda Griebel 
received the Ruby Star for over 4000 hours. 
Congratulations to all. 
      We had a ball in our Garden Art class in June 

utilizing used bowling balls. In August, our Interns will 

be graduating.   

 
 

 

 

Capital City MGA 
Betsy Coley 
betsycoley@gmail.com 

 
After another successful Plant Sale in April, the 

Capital City Master Gardeners took to the road. 
The Spring Bus Trip is an event our members 

look forward to each year. The first stop was Coach 
Pat Dye’s Quail Hollow Gardens in Notasulga. Coach, 
himself, toured us through his extensive gardens, 
with personal commentary on the Japanese Maples, 
some propagated on site, and the water features. 
We were treated to a sumptuous buffet lunch at the 
Lodge, with Coach as our host. 

Second stop was the Auburn University 
Medicinal Plant Garden where Tia Gonzales showed 
us a vast number of plants which have medicinal 

properties. Also, Dr. Charles Mitchell explained the 
various plots of ground cover in the research 
gardens and their use in agriculture today. 

At the third stop, we had a guided tour of the 
Auburn University Arboretum, which includes both 
trees and native plants. 

The final stop was Blooming Colors Nursery since 
there was still room in the bus for more plants. 

The AMGA Conference in Dothan was the second 
trip, with thirty-seven CCMGA members attending. 

 The last road trip was to Jim Scott’s Garden on 
Lake Martin - a veritable wonderland of ever-
expanding gardens. 

Getting out of your own space to see other 
gardens introduces you to new possibilities that can 
enrich your own gardening experience.  

Cherokee CO MGA 
Billy Tillery 
btillery@tds.net 
 

     Recently the following Master Gardeners went to 
Dothan, Alabama for the annual conference, 
“Sculpting The Garden". We had a great time and 
came away with a lot of new ideas.  
 
 L to R Wanda Roe, Ginny Holland, Janette Barker, Billy Tillery, 
Linda Kindom, Charlotte Grimes, Sandra Ledbetter and John 
Holbrook. Photo by Barbara Tillery 
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Chilton Co MGA 
Pat Farmer 
jerrypatfarmer@hotmail.com 
 

  This time of year has been a busy one for the 
Chilton County Master Gardeners Association. We 
had ten associates attend the AMGA Annual 
Conference in Dothan! We all enjoyed our trip and 
the conference. 
     We had our first craft sale of the year at Petals 
From The Past’s Antiques In The Garden. It was a 
success, and we hope to make it an annual event. 
We also planted the flower pots and hanging 
baskets in the City of Jemison. 
     On April 27, Dr. Sue Webb, a Chilton County 
Master Gardener, gave a Lunch and Learn program 
on Native Perennials held at the County Extension 
Office. Sue has a doctorate in Microbiology and is a 
graduate of the Native Plant Certification Program 
at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. She brought 
several samples of native flowers that populate  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alabama and told about growing native perennials 
for a beautiful, easy garden. 
     On May 31, one of our members, Harriett 

Jackson, was interviewed by Montgomery's WSFA 

Channel 12 at the Chilton Research & Extension 

Center. She demonstrated how to make peach salsa 

from Chilton County peaches, of course.  Helping 

her chop veggies for the salsa were Sondra Henley 

and Treasia Bennett. 

 

 
Lunch and Learn presented by Dr. Sue Webb.  Photo by 
Audrey Giles 

 

 

Covington CO MGA 
Bonnie Reed 
grandoak36420@centurytel.net 
 

“Discovering the Conecuh National Forest”  

     Our trip started from the extension office parking 
lot with a busload of excited people, young and not 
so old. We were going exploring! Our first stop was 
the Crawford Bog where we were to see the pitcher 
plants. But... snakes alive, we were stopped in our 
tracks by the Black Indigo Snake.  We later learned 
how it is being introduced back into the wild. The 
Eastern Indigo snake is an endangered species and 
is not venomous. It was so cool to pet it. We were 
shown the gopher tortoise’s burrows and told how 
important it is to the snakes’ survival. Spring is the 
best time to see the pitchers, but there were still a 
lot of them to see. We learned how the prescribed 
burns regenerated the forest and enabled the pitch-
ers to grow without competition from under 

 

 

growth.  Then we enjoyed our lunch overlooking 
the ponds and picnic area, saw the gun range and 
visited the Dixon Forestry Center.  

 

Photo by Chuck Simon, Covington Co Extension Agent 

Happiness held is the seed; Happiness shared is the flower.  

John Harrigan http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/flower.html  
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Cullman CO MGA 
Jennifer Underwood 
jenka72@gmail.com 
 

     In a very close election, Lora Raley won Master 
Gardener of the Year. She also received her Gold 
Badge at our annual Awards Ceremony on May 
19. Other awards were:  three Platinum Badges, 
three Gold Stars, three Silver Stars, and seven Bronze 
Stars. Cynthia Tubbs received the Emerald Award. 
Sixteen interns from the 2016 class received their 
Certificates of Completion, while two of them 
graduated, along with nine graduates from 2015. 
Congratulations, all! 

     Our Demo Garden has undergone major upgrades 
including a new arbor, the addition of a boardwalk, 
and additional landscaping. A fundraiser for the 
Garden was facilitated by CCMGAI’s MG Ben 
Johnson, who performed his dialog, “Master and 
Gardener: The Year of Philosophy and Flowers” at 
The Red Door this April. Proceeds went towards the 
Demo Garden renovations, including replacing an urn 
which was confiscated from the Garden earlier this 

year. 
     Our two biggest fundraisers had their usual 
successes – our plant sales at the Bloomin’ Festival 
on April 16-17, and the Strawberry Festival on  
May 6-7. 
     Coming soon, our County Fair and annual Farm to 
Fork and Farm Y’all festivals. Y’all stay tuned, ya 
hear? 

 

Phil Gatlin (left) and Teresa Goodwin (right) presenting the 
Master Gardener of the Year award to Lora Raley (center) at the 
North Alabama Agriplex on May 19. Photo by Ellen Hall 

Dallas Co MGA 
Tina S Lancaster  
Tina.Lancaster@ipaper.com 
 

     Earth Day began on April 22, 1970, and has been 
an important day ever since. It is a day to think about 
our environment and to motivate the youth into 
action. Evelyn Cox contacted the Selma City 
Elementary Schools and the Selma Private Schools 
requesting the participation of the 4th Grade 
Students, and the number of students in each 
classroom. From the tally, there were 300 students 
invited to be a part of the 2016 Earth Day Art 
Contest. The Black Belt Foundation provided 5X8 
Index Cards for the students to use and they were 
distributed to the classes in each school with 
instructions. The students were to draw, design, 
construct, and create their own creation through 
from their imaginative skills of the trees, flowers,  
shrubs, and plants regarding the environment, using  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
chalk, crayons, markers, pencils, or pens as they  
express what Earth Day is all about to them. The 
students had two weeks to complete their art 
projects. Evelyn was able to collect 200 entries from 
the students. The artwork was judged by The Black 
Belt Benefit Group Team Members.  The winners: 
Anna Grace Ingram (Cathedral Christian Academy), 
Keith Verrette (Knox Elementary), Alexandria 
Williams and Messiah Dukes (Clark Elementary), 
Anne Hayes Utsey and Lelia Kelly (Morgan Academy), 
Raegen Stokes (Meadowview Christian), and Kendall 
Browder (Edgewood Elementary). The winning 
entries artwork will be placed in the Paul Grist State 
Community Park in Valley Grande with their names 
and schools in permanent marker. 
     It was a Great job by the young artists of Selma-
Dallas County for Earth Day 2016 and Dallas County 
Master Gardener, Evelyn Cox. 

The fairest thing in nature, a flower,  
still has its roots in earth and manure.  

 

D. H. Lawrence  http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/flower_2.html  

mailto:jenka72@gmail.com
mailto:Tina.Lancaster@ipaper.com
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Etowah CO MGA 
Carol B. Link 
clink43@bellsouth.net 

     In April, a group of Master Gardeners and their 
spouses participated in downtown Gadsden’s 
monthly street event, “First Friday”. We manned a 
table with cookbooks and Association literature to 
inform the public of the activities of the Association, 
to advise them about the ACES/ECMGA Horticulture 
Helpline, and to promote the upcoming annual Plant 
Sale. 
     The annual Plant Sale was another great success. 
During the sale, individual Master Gardeners 
conducted mini-workshops on Container plant 
arranging, pruning roses, growing tomatoes and 
herbs. The workshops were well attended. 
     Also in April, members of ECMGA took an 
educational trip to the private home of Carol 
Meekins, near Grant, Alabama, to view her beautiful 
landscape with its natural features—a rock bridge 
and the “Ghost Creek” waterfall that appear and 
disappears, and then reemerges several times 
during its descent. 
     The second leg of the educational trip was a visit 
to Huntsville Botanical Gardens. Our group arrived 
at the height of the spring blooming season. Seeing  
 
 
 
 
 
 

the abundance of blooming azaleas and other plants 
was magnificent. 
     Additionally, Etowah County Master Gardeners 
did an excellent job landscaping the 48th new 
construction for Habitat for Humanity, in the 
Gadsden area. 
     In May, at the Association’s greenhouses, a 
couple of Master Gardeners coordinated a plant 
swap, in which area Master Gardeners and 
gardeners from around the state participated. 

 

 
A group of 19 Master Gardeners had a wonderful trip to Mary 
Meekins Landscape, with its natural wonders.  
Photo by: Frank Andrews 
 

 

 It was one of those perfect summer days—the sun 

was shining,  

 a breeze was blowing,  

the birds were singing, and  

      the lawn mower  

        was broken. 

                                                James Dent—Birds and Bloom 

mailto:clink43@bellsouth.net


 18 

 

Jefferson Co MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
twoharveys@aol.com 
 

     Remembrance of things past and the promise of 
things to come… 
     The accompanying photograph reminds us of the 
afternoon in April that MG Jane Hicks opened her 
lovely home and garden to participants in the 
Harvest for Health program to celebrate successes 
and growing relationships in a dazzling display of 
daffodils, viburnum, and other spring beauties. A 
close look at the raised beds reveals that the 
thousands of daffodils and narcissus are under 
planted with an equal number of Asiatic lilies about 
to take over with their own awesome statement. It 
was a perfect garden party for near-perfect 
gardeners. Thank you Jane for your love of people, 
flowers and life in general. 
     As if Jane’s emerging lilies are not enough to 
promise of things to come, Jefferson County Master 
Gardeners are in the throes of planning a 
spectacular Fall Seminar for September 29, 2016. 
Borrowing lines from the ever popular “Wizard of 

Oz,” and using a bit of artistic license, the effort has 
been made to spotlight presenters and topics 
proving “There’s No Place Like Home”. “So look no 
further than “your own backyard” and follow the 
yellow brick road to Birmingham in September. 
     Now, “if I only had a brain…” 
 

 

Jane’s “Daffodil Farm” photo by Fletcher Harvey 

Limestone CO MGA 
Penley Rees 
Penley73@pclnet.net 
 

     Our entire membership turned out on April 16 to 
make our plant sale one of the most successful we 
have ever had. Always interested in assisting the 
community, the plants left over from the sale were 
donated to the Athens Garden Club, Habitat for 
Humanity, and the Senior Center Landscape Project.  

 
We participated in an Ask A Master Gardner Event at 
the local Earth Day celebration, as well as two times 
a week at our local library. 
     Several of us journeyed to Donald and Patricia 
Nelson's Iris and Daylily Farm in Falkville, Alabama 
where we saw some of the world's most beautiful 
plants in full bloom. Seeing such beauty was truly a 
wonderful way to end a most interesting day. 

 

“When the moonlight  

and the waterfall  

come together,  

all other things fade from the scene!”  

― Mehmet Murat Ildan  

mailto:Penley73@pclnet.net
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3164882.Mehmet_Murat_ildan
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Marshall CO MGA 
Linda Widner 
widner@otelco.net 
 

     Our Spring Plant Sale was a huge success. We were 
able to donate $1,000 to the AMGA Endowment Fund. 
We worked hard and gave thanks to our Co-Chairmen, 
Elaine Hild and Bonnie Ballard. In addition to our success, 
the Brindlee Mountain Elementary students sold their 
tomato plants to earn seed money to keep their 
greenhouse projects going. Several of our members 
worked all year encouraging young horticulturists. 
     Over the past few months, we had some excellent 
speakers present a variety of topics. Teresa Smith, the 
owner of Frog Hollow, demonstrated constructing a 
miniature garden. “Fairy Gardens” are very popular, and 
she had creative ideas to make gardening fun for all ages. 
Guntersville Horticulturist, Wendy Walker, gave an 
informative talk on selecting the right plants and trees 
for landscaping. Don Graham taught the process of 
beekeeping and gave practical information including 
what equipment is needed to become a beekeeper. He 
brought honeycombs and let the members reach in and 
taste the pure honey. Everyone enjoyed his presentation. 
     Several MCMGs attended the AMGA conference and  
enjoyed seeing JD Swartzlander receive his Ruby Star. 
      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The CASA “Garden Masters” successfully installed the 
drip irrigation system with the County Agents 
participation. To date, the garden has produced 1,042 
pounds. Without this drip system, the garden yield would 
have suffered. 
     Be sure to take the time to enjoy the fruits of your 
labor. 

 
 

Over the years Rebekah Bates has donated hundreds of Jap-
anese Maples to our plant sale. We have appreciated her 
dedication to our association. She will be moving out of the 
area and will be missed by all who know her. Photo by Linda 
Widner 

Master Gardeners of North Alabama 
Elouisa Stokes 
elouisastokes@att.net 
 

     Trips, children, and gardens galore, the Master 
Gardeners of North Alabama have been busy this spring 
and early summer. We began in May with tours of the 
gardens of some of our own MGs. WOW!! What a treat!! 
Then in June, we toured the Jules J. Berta Winery and 
Snowflake Nursery where they sell the blossoms of their 
oak leaf hydrangeas all over the world. In July we will be 
visiting Dismals Canyon followed by lunch at the 
Rattlesnake Saloon. 
     Our Seedlings and Sprouts group has been extra busy 
planning for and conducting activities for children at 
several area events. At the Family Fun Fest in June, the 
focus was on providing the opportunity for approximately 
400 kids who came through our booth to get their hands 
dirty. Two popular activities were planting seeds and 
making worm towers. 
     Our Demonstration Vegetable Garden is going great 
guns, and the Huntsville Botanical Garden recognized MG 
Carolyn Wade for her leadership in this project. She also 

coordinates the MGNA local school gardening project 

at Morris Elementary School. 
     We are still working at the City of Huntsville mulch 
program two Saturdays a month, and of course, we are 
busy making plans for hosting the 2017 AMGA Annual 
Conference. All of this, and we still find time for our 
interesting meetings the second Thursday of each month. 
See you there.  

At the Family Fun Fest, MGs Dorothy Thomas (left) and Susan 
Bridges helped children plant squash seed to take home. 
Photo by MG Brenda Myers 
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Mobile Co MGA 
Mary Nash 
maryknb@yahoo.com 

 
    The annual Farm to Table event to connect local 
growers, restaurant chefs, and consumers was held on 
June 6 at Sessions Farm Market in Grand Bay, Alabama. 
This annual event was sponsored by the Mobile County 
Office of Alabama Cooperative Extension System in 
partnership with the Master Gardener Program. The 
Restaurant/Chef Partners were from The House 
Restaurant and Bar, Red or White, The Noble South, and 
Derailed Diner. Farm to Table would not be possible 
without the support of the following Gulf Coast 
producers: Brian Keller, Jeremy Sessions, Will Mastin, 
Frank Knippenberger, Bentley Dearmon, and Ken Buck. 
     The 2016 Intern Class is scheduled August 10-
November 16, 2016.  
     “Lunch and Learn” topics: Judy Stout will present a 
program on “Every Kid Should Eat a Pound of Dirt” on 
August 15, and Beverly Davis Ikebana will present a 
program on “Learn Where to Snip” on September 19. 
   Monthly Meeting Programs: Bill Finch will present a 
program on “Preparation for Your Fall Vegetable Garden 
and Variety Recommendations” on August 4, and Clint 
Burdette of Mobile Botanical Gardens will present a 
program on “Permaculture” on September 1. 
   Master Gardener of the Month for March -Glenda Eady, 
April - Peggy Wright, May -Ann Singleton and June -Joan 
McCracken. 
 

 
 June 21 - Floral Workshop for Master Gardeners only. 
   September 17 is Herb Day at Mobile Botanical Gardens. 
Master Gardeners will provide a speaker, a presentation 
on our cookbook and also prepare a side dish from our 
cookbook that will feed 100 people. 
   A bus trip for Master Gardeners and the 2016 class to 
Longue Vue House and Gardens in New Orleans is 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 5. 
   The annual Greenery Sale is scheduled for December 2–
4, 2016. The Greenery Sale funds our educational 
program and Scholarship Award.  
 

 
At the 5th annual Farm to Table event, James Miles is carving 
smoked meatloaf which is stuffed with feta cheese and 
spinach. Genie Schneider is in the green apron serving new 
potatoes to Greer and David Wilhelm. Photo by Alice Marty 

Morgan CO MGA 
Sonja Hyatt   
sonja.hyatt50@gmail.com 
 

     Members Sabrina Green and Ramsey Huffman of 
our association helped with Miss Annie's Heirloom 
Plant Sale at the General Joe Wheeler Home in 
March.  At the end of April we had our Annual Plant 
Sale chaired by Susan Ledbetter, which was a huge 
success. Two weeks later, we took some of our 
remaining plants to the Old State Bank to sell as part 
of the Decatur Historic Garden Tour. The 
greenhouse workers are already busy dividing 
perennials donated for our sale next year. 
     We met for our annual picnic at the home of 
members Darryle and Nancy Waldron.  It was a 
pleasant evening, and the setting was very 
accommodating. Everyone had the opportunity to 
tour their farm. They could not have been better 
hosts. 
 
 
 
      
 

     Graduation was in May allowing us to add Alice 
Green to our group.  She is a great addition to our 
greenhouse team also. 
 

 
                  MG Alice Green. Photo by Sonja Hyatt 

 

 

  

mailto:maryknb@yahoo.com
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Pike Co MGA 
Sheri Brooks 
sbrooks0178@msn.com 
 

     The members of the Pike County Master Gardener 
Association have dedicated the past two seasons to 
encouraging an interest in gardening and educating 
the public about plants and plant care. Just shy of 
Easter, the Pike County Master Gardener Association 
welcomed a new group of members into the fold as 
they graduated from their Master Gardener classes. 
In addition to promoting interest in home gardening 
and teaching the public how to better care for their 
gardens by hosting classes on topics such as raised 
beds, the PCMGA had their annual Plant Sale in May. 
This band of fabulous green thumbs is committed to 
spreading the joy of gardening throughout our 
community! 
 

Pike County Master Gardeners volunteer at Pioneer Museum of 

Alabama Spring Planting Days. Photo by Leigh Calk 

Shelby CO MGA 
Rita Forrest 
ritabe@bellsouth.net 
 

     It is hard to believe that June is here already. This 
year is flying by, and I am happy to report that 
Shelby County Master Gardeners have been super 
busy with many different community opportunities. 
We have been helping with local projects such as 
the sprucing up of the Rehabilitation Center in 
Columbiana for Mother’s Day, trimming about 100 
knockout roses for the City of Vincent and of course 
using grant money to improve and add much-
needed plants to the outdoor learning center. 
     Most importantly, this year’s AMGA conference 

we just attended was outstanding. I very much 
enjoyed all the programs and speakers, also 
meeting Master Gardeners from around the state. 
     Oh, and I really like our new signs! 

 

             New sign. Photo by Rita Forrest 

If nothing ever changed,  
 

there'd be  
 

no butterflies.  

 

                                                                          ~Author unknown  

https://plus.google.com/u/1/105998048278959866446?prsrc=4
mailto:ritabe@bellsouth.net
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Shoals MGA 
Peggie Lazenby 
shoalsmastergardeners@gmail.com  
 

     Shoals Master Gardeners have been busy this year!  
     We have a new group email address 
(shoalsmastergardeners@gmail.com) for anything one 
wants each of our members to receive. We have also 
updated our website, shoalsmastergardeners.org with 
photos and information about our projects. We invite you 
to check us out. 
     Our Community Garden which won first place in the 
2015 Search for Excellence Award Community Service and 
3rd place in the  International/National 2015 Search for 
Excellence Community Service is living up to those awards 
this year.  Members of the community who otherwise 
could not have gardens will have fresh produce. 
     Our annual Plant Sale during Florence's Arts Alive was a 
great success!  Now we have more money for our projects 
in our area. As of now we have the following projects: 
Children's Museum of the Shoals, Community Garden, 
Easter Seal Facility, Fame Girls Ranch, Helen Keller Birth 
Place, Joe Wheeler, Monarch Watch, R.E. Thompson 
School, and Safe Place.  
     Community outreach projects have included Sheffield's  
Earth Day and Florence's First Fridays. We continue to  
 

 

work with ACES getting out information to encourage the 
community to get out and grow. 
     Shoals Master Gardeners look forward to the next few 
months of hard work and fun helping to beautify the land 
we love and call home. 
 

 

 
 

SMG Workday at the boat ramp of Joe Wheeler State Park 

done at the request of the Rogersville Chamber of Commerce, 

March 16, 2016. Photo by John Norton  

St. Clair CO MGA 
Sharla Palmgren 
Sharla706@gmail.com 
  

     Greetings from St. Clair County Master 
Gardeners! What a beautiful spring we had. However, 
summer came at us with a full force heatwave! Hopefully, 
not all counties have been hit the way we have! 
     Our annual May Plant Sale was a major undertaking 
which garnered a large turnout of buyers from the 
community. The hard work and dedication of our Master 
Gardeners produced a successful Plant Sale. 
     So far this year we have been on two field trips, one to 
the amazing gardens of Dr. Mike Rushing in the Coal City 
area.   Dr. Rushing and his wife open their garden 
annually for the viewing and education of interested 
groups. So much can be learned by seeing how others 
landscape their gardens and yards. Our second trip was to 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens where we enjoyed a 
guided tour of the Rose Garden, Native Plant Garden and 
Oriental Garden areas of the property.  
     We lost one of our dearest members last year. Mr. 
Frank Peoples left us September 3, 2015. Frank was so 
beloved by everyone in our group. He became a Master  
Gardener in 2009 and would have earned his gold badge  
 
 

this year. In Frank’s memory we placed a bench at our 
Lakeside Park Native Garden in Pell City.  The dedication 
was May 21 with his friends, family, and many Master 
Gardeners present.   
 
 

 

Frank’s family, friends and St Clair Co Master Gardeners. 
Photo By: Rick Conant   

 

 

mailto:Sharla706@gmail.com


 23 

Tallapoosa Co MGA 
Judy Heinzen 
duchess10@charter.net 

 

     The March meeting was held at the Hornsby farm. 
Josh Hornsby proudly displayed his plasticulture 
tractor and demonstrated his seed propagation 
technique. It was all very interesting and 
entertaining.  We left with an appreciation of how a 
family farm could supply local restaurants with fresh 
produce, as well as participate in weekly local 
farmers markets and sell fresh produce at designated 
local businesses. 
     Butterfly Gardens was the subject of our April  
meeting. Carol Griffen, a Lee County Master 
Gardener, came to tell us everything we needed to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

know to plant our butterfly gardens. This was a 
“hands-on” activity, as she brought along plants from 
a local nursery.  Carol also brought cuttings from her 
garden, which she shared with us. Following Carol’s 
presentation, we held our annual plant exchange. 
     The May meeting was a field trip to the AU 
Medicinal Plant Garden in Auburn. Dr. Charles Ray, 
an entomologist at Auburn University, told members 
about a Bee Biodiversity Initiative sponsored by the 
University of California – Davis, to identify the 
species of bees in Alabama and all southeastern 
states. Tia Gonzalez then gave a presentation on all 
the plants currently in the garden. Cuttings were 
distributed so all could touch and smell.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuscaloosa Co MGA                        
Octavia Miles 
milesoj@att.net 

      
     Gee, this year’s seasons appeared to be 
somewhat confusing for our flower and vegetable 
gardens, but we have managed to witness the 
staying power of many of our biennials. Thus, 
Master Gardeners are now enjoying the delightful 
harvest of vegetable crops and the beauty of plants, 
flowers, and shrubs. 
     TCMGA has continued our ongoing community 
volunteer projects at Eagles’ Wings and Hospice of 
West Alabama, and some MG’s have been busy with 
individual projects at area schools, senior adult 

centers, and community parks. Although we found 
ourselves busy throughout Tuscaloosa, we have 
been privileged to enjoy the pleasures of garden 
trips. Our first garden/yard walk, led by Dexter 
Duren of West Alabama Sierra Club, was at the 
home of MG Judith Rives. Other trips were 
coordinated by MG Kim Bunnell to Jim Scott’s 
Gardens and by MG Ann Hewitt to the home of Dr. 
Rama Pidikiti. Everyone who attended any one or all 
of the trips has declared the experiences, “simply 
delightful”. 
     Although a good bit of summer remains, TCMGA 
has begun plans for our fall conference on October 
29, 2016.   Please mark your calendar and join us if 
you can. 

Dr. Charles Ray speaking to the  
Tallapoosa County Master Gardeners!  

Photo by Tia Gonzalez 
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Wiregrass – Houston MGA 
Jane Klosky 
jane.klosky@icloud.com 
      
In May, WMGA welcomed Master Gardeners from 
throughout the state to Dothan for AMGA’s annual 
state conference—Sculpting the Garden.  Thanks to 
an awesome group of volunteers, this year’s 
conference was a success.  
     Now that the conference is behind us, we have 
started plans for two Junior Master Gardener 
(JMG) related programs this summer. Our first 
program involves working with children who visit 
the local Aunt Katie's Community Garden. These 
children come from the Hawk-Houston Boys and 
Girls Club for a summer program. Our Master 
Gardeners will teach an hour long class which will 
cover topics such as Gardening Basics, Bees and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Butterflies, Trees, Seeds, Fruits and Nuts. Our 
second program will be held at the Dothan Area  
Botanical Gardens. We will implement a Golden 
Ray series program using Chapter 3 (Ecology and 
Environmental Horticulture) from the JMG 
program. These students come from a home-
schooled group.  
     Our volunteers are busy growing five varieties of 
heirloom watermelons on the farmstead at 
Landmark Park. These are grown for Landmark 
Park’s watermelon tastings during July. We are also 
busy tending the vegetable demo gardens and 
harvesting vegetables which are donated to the 
Wiregrass Food Bank. Gardening in the heat and 
humidity doesn’t seem to slow down our Wiregrass 
Master Gardeners. 
 

 

 

Pictured are the 2016 Spring Conference volunteers.  
Photo by a volunteer from the crowd who used one of our members phone 

 Little things seem 

nothing, but they give 

peace, like those meadow 

flowers which 

individually seem 

odorless but all together 

perfume the air.  

Georges Bernanos 

https://plus.google.com/u/1/102179710971772135465?prsrc=4
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Flowers always make  
people better, happier, and more helpful: they 
are sunshine, food and medicine to the soul.  

-Luther Burbank  
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Annual Conference 2016 

Dothan, Alabama 

All kinds of flowers are 

BEAUTIFUL 

We all bloom differently! 

Friends are like flowers,  

you can pick them! 
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People's souls are like gardens. You can't turn your back on someone because his 
garden's  full of weeds. You have to give him water and lots of sunshine.–Nancy Farmer 

Just a few speakers 

 
Memories of  

Annual Conference  
Dothan, Alabama 2016 
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Got Questions 

? 

We’ve Got Answers 

 aces.edu/questions 

Alabama Master Gardeners Association Board of Directors 

OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT: Jeanon Massien (Shelby) 

(205) 991-3125                     nauzer1@att.net  
VICE PRESIDENT: John Baker (Shoals)  

(256)764-5527         baker140@comcast.net 
SECRETARY: Cathy Canant (Shelby) 
(205) 260-7748          ccanant@bellsouth.net  

TREASURER: Roger Clarke (Jefferson)  
(205) 871-7470 roger_clarke@bellsouth.net  

  
  
BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE  

TERM 2014-2017  
Ginny Holland (Cherokee)  

(256) 779- 6906                      hollandg@tds.net  
Brenda Tapp (MGNA)  
(256) 859-8703              tapp0729@gmail.com  

TERM 2015-2018  
Phil Gatlin (Cullman)  
(256) 339-1756          philgatlin@bellsouth.net  

Dennis Pinkard (Lee)  
(334) 332-8773              pinkardd@charter.net  

Ann Vaughn (Morgan)  
256-309-9248   
                       fundraisingchairamga@gmail.com  
TERM 2016-2019  
Genie Schneider (Mobile)  
(251) 259- 8150     genie2012MG@gmail.com  

Michael Thomason (Shoals) 
(256) 349- 4488 michaelbthomason@att.net   
 

 

OTHER 

ADVISORY COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON  
Glenda Gower (Russell)  
(334) 855- 4847 amgaacchair@gmail.com  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON: Mary Howe 
(MGNA)  

(256) 535-4773  mary.howe67@gmail.com 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE (ELECTED)  

Term 2015-2017  
Karin Carmichael (Capital City)  
(334) 271- 3084         jkcarmi@bellsouth.net  

Term 2016-2017  
Myra Lassere (Baldwin)  

(251) 895- 5059      mlassere@bellsouth.net  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR : Patricia Peoples (St. ClaIr) 

(256) 467-0281 amganewsletter@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER: Rita Forrest (Shelby) 
(205) 620-1167amgawebmaster@gmail.com 
CONFERENCE CHAIRPERSONS  

2017 HUNTSVILLE  
Diane Campen (MGNA)  

(847) 772-1058  diane.campen@gmail.com  
Alice Tucker (MGNA)  
(256) 464-0091  sacoble@aol.com  

2018 S.E. REGION BIRMINGHAM  
Kerry Smith (State Advisor) 

2019 CHILTON COUNTY  
Pat Farmer (CCMGA)  
205-755- 2879 jerrypatfarmer@hotmail.com 
Sondra Henley (CCMGA)  
205-857- 2077  sondrahenley@gmail.com  

 DEADLINE FOR FALL GARDEN PATHWAYS — SEPTEMBER 15, 2016 
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