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* - Okay, technically, Tom Spriet was the winner. 
 

 

Tom Spriet receives the “First to Fly” trophy  
from 2007 winner, Jamie Keogh. 

 

A few more photos from the New Year’s Day festivities 
 

  

  
The full offering of January Fun Fly photos can be found on the website at 

www.foxvalleyaero.com/club_gallery/index.htm 
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Editor’s Message 
Tom Siwek – tsiwek@sbcglobal.net 

 
Yes, flying in the aftermath of a snowstorm can qualify as “fun.” 

 
The January fun fly was a blast – for those who decided to stay home and watch a 
bowl game.  The rest of us froze our asses off in snow past our ankles.  Yet given the 
chance, I’d do it again. 
 
If you reflect on the weather forecast I offered in the January Flypaper, You’ll realize I 

don’t have a future in amateur meteorology.  Going forward, I’ll leave that to the “professionals.”   
Weather in the “high 30’s” ended up being weather in the high teens, near 20 mph winds, and four-
inches of fresh snow from the night before (on top of three inches from a few days earlier).   
 
One might see this as an obstacle, but for the brave (i.e. mentally ill), it was an opportunity to yet again 
demonstrate that aero modelers clearly have questionable judgment.  However, questionable judgment 
is the cornerstone to keeping model aircraft manufacturers in business and the hobby healthy (bad 
judgment = crashed airplanes = lots of $$$$ exchanged).    
 

I chose to demonstrate that an 18-ounce foamy can in fact fly in near 
20 mph winds.  And I succeeded, sort of.  I took the “Diablo,” my 
winnings from the Christmas party, and launched her dead into the 
wind.  She was flying.  Airspeed, around 20 mph.  Ground speed, 
around 1mph.  I let her inch her way forward for a couple of minutes 
and then swung her around downwind.  Well, we’ve got the ground 
speed cooking now!  Turned her back into the wind and the strangest 
thing happened.  “The Diablo” turned into “The Lawn Dart.”   
 

The wings decided that they’d had enough of my stupidity.  At altitude, the left wing snaps clean off of 
the wing tube.  The spin begins.  The right wing decides it had enough shortly thereafter and departs 
from the wing tube as well.  This is where the spinning Diablo turns into the lawn dart.  From there, the 

“walk of shame” through ankle-deep snow to collect the 
parts.  No worries though, it’s a foamy!  A boatload of hot 
glue and foam-safe CA and the Diablo will take to the sky 
again. 
 
After an elapse of about 45 minutes, hypothermia must 
have started setting in because people started making 
sense. The epiphany, “let’s get out of Dodge and go have 
some breakfast.”  So, the group departed.  Last in the line 
out was Alan Galle.  Since he didn’t show up for 
breakfast, we’re not sure he if ended up trapped in a 
snowdrift at the field.  Turns out, he reappeared after a 
recent thaw.  Gotta love Chicago weather.  

 
Ciao for now, Tom 
 
P.S. – I received a number of E-mails and comments showing appreciation for my efforts in Issue #1.  I 
sincerely appreciate the feedback and am please that you like what you’ve seen thus far.  
 
Link to Archived Newsletters - www.foxvalleyaero.com/newsletters.htm 
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President’s Message 
Dominic Saverino – dominics@saverino.org 

 
Wow, I have my first month down and 11 months to go as your President.  I have to 
say it has been a lot of work but hopefully with starting off strong we will be able to 
enjoy our summer events and flying. I have a lot on my table with Dominic III, my 
new baby Isabella, CIACO, the family business, building airplanes, and trying to be a 
good leader. 
 
After we got done with our first board meeting I knew for sure that we put together 

the right board.  It is a great feeling to know that we can take good ideas and make them into great ones. 
I want to thank Paul Jacobs and Mel Ziska for mentoring me with open eyes to the future and respecting 
the past.  
 
Please keep in mind if you have an issue, e-mail Paul Jacobs (paul@mertes.com) or me 
(Dominic@teamsaverino.com) so we can put it on our agenda for the next board meeting to discuss it.  I 
prefer this procedure so when we are at the field, we can concentrate on flying. 
 
Til next month, 
 
Dominic 
 

 
 

 

 
Congratulations to 

Dominic and Dana on 
the birth of their 

daughter  
 

Isabella Saverino 
10 pounds, 22 inches 
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Vice President’s Message 
Dennis McFarlane – highpd119@aol.com 

 
I’m going to make a major confession.  I’ve built, flown and tried – but I’m just not a 
fan of electric airplanes. I don’t know what it is, but there’s simply no appeal.  I love 
electric helicopters.  I’ve had the opportunity to try a lot of different helicopters, and 
I like them all, but no matter how hard I try, I just can’t seem to get into electric 
airplanes. 
 
With that being said, those of us who showed for “Frozen Fingers” on January 1st 

had an absolute ball.  A few of us went up simply to beat the clock.  It was by no means official, but I was 
the first one in the air.  Karl and Cliff were right behind.  It was shortly thereafter that Dominic had his 
Easy Sport ready to go.  It was snowing, blowing, hazy, not the best day ever to fly.  As soon as Dominic 
took off I told him to keep his (white) airplane in tight or it would disappear on him.  Only a moment later I 
could hear Dominic trying to get a perspective on his airplane.  The whole ordeal was truly worth a 
laugh. Dominic has not yet completely adjusted to wearing glasses.  
 
Dom was breathing in through his nose, but the exhale was out of his mouth.  Add this to the previously 
mentioned inclement weather, and it was like frosty trying to fly.  His glasses had completely iced over!  
Regardless, Dom found his airplane, and we both had our share of touch and go landings on the pad 
that Dave had blown clear.  Actually Dom’s prop ended up about an inch shorter, and my wingtip has a 
few gouges, but we still continued flying until the appropriate name – frozen fingers took over.  
 
Officially secretary Tom was first up.  After that I have no idea.  It seemed like a free-for-all, but nobody 
got hurt, and as far as I know, everyone had a good time.  I’m sure there are a few pictures of the event 
for those who were unable to brave the cold can look over.  If you’ve made note of my aforementioned 
paragraph you’ll notice I was flying an electric airplane.  It was the next day when Karl realized I’d been 
out with an electric.  Even he got a chuckle. 

 
If it wasn’t for “ARF’s” I wouldn’t be able to participate 
in the fixed part of the hobby at all.  The effects of 
epoxy and cyanoacrylate adhesives are 
accumulative.  Basically, that means each time a 
person is exposed his system is developing toxicity to 
the chemicals.  Unfortunately for me this means if I 
get “zapped” I develop this incredible migraine type 
headache and I’ll end up in bed for a couple of days 
with flu like symptoms.  Not at all pleasant, so 
therefore, unless it’s with good ole yellow glue, and 
straight pins, I can’t build at all.  That doesn’t mean 
that just because you’ve bought an ARF, that every 
ARF has to look the same.   
 

About 15 years ago I was visiting the Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio, when I saw a Piper Cub done 
in Civil Air Patrol colors.  The Civil Air Patrol was very active during WWII flying anti-submarine patrols 
off the Atlantic coast.  I don’t know the whole story, but somehow CAP is credited with the sinking of two 
German submarines.  Regardless, I don’t have any sort of graphics cutter, but I do have a copy machine 
and a pair of scissors, and the opportunity has presented itself to do a Cub in CAP livery.  All that was 
necessary was to glue the copy to some trim sheet (I used a glue stick from CVS) and then cut the 
emblems out.  Naturally I’m prejudice, but I don’t think it looks all that bad. 
 
Think spring, 
Mad Mac 
 



The Flypaper 
 

Page 6 of 26 
www.foxvalleyaero.com 

Secretary’s Report 
Tom Spriet – tom@etglass.com 

 
Minutes of the January 10, 2008 General Meeting 

 
Prior to the business meeting Dominic introduced Mrs. Sarah and Hans Lauzen, Wife 
and Son of Illinois State Senator Chris Lauzen, to the membership.  Sarah proceeded 
with a short discussion regarding the Senators thoughts, beliefs, values and 
aspirations for seeking office in Washington D.C.  She was there on behalf of her 
husband to answer a few questions and ask for support.  Dominic has spoken highly 
of the Senator in previous matters and stated that friends in high places are important.  

Senator Lauzen could be a great ally for the members of FVAC in future matters pertaining to our flying 
field. 
 
President Dominic Saverino called the meeting to order at 8:07 P.M at the St Charles Township Hall.  
 
Dominic spoke of his suburban full of toys for tots. With help from his board, he delivered our donation of 
toys to the Salvation Army on behalf of Mayor Don Dewitt and our Club.  
 
Due to Government relations efforts and help from city officials, our past real estate taxes of $2300.00, 
will be changed to less than $50.00 annually for subsequent years.   
 
Dominic spoke of the binders that were given to the board members that contain relevant information for 
current events.  Members should be able to get simple questions answered immediately from the binder 
or take notes to present at the next relevant meeting. 
 
Secretary Thomas Spriet requested approval of the December Minutes as published in the Flypaper be 
amended to reflect the acceptance of the new board at the general meeting.  The minutes were 
approved and seconded. 
 
Treasurer Paul Jacobs presented a brief financial statement to the club. Paul reiterated that as of March 
1st, members that have not settled their financial responsibilities with the club will incur a $25.00 fine and 
have flying privileges suspended until all is settled. If all monies are not received by 12/31/2008, the 
member will cease to be a member and must reapply to the club and incur all charges and fees of a first 
time member! 
 
Field condition Greg Bohler:  A few ruts have occurred due to not driving on the pavement.  Snow plow 
damage in a few areas has happened and should be relatively easy to repair when the ground is soft 
and the grass is still dormant. Just put the Green side up!  We will be going out for bids in March on lawn 
care.  We will also be going out for bids on sandblasting the canopy.  Painting to then be done by the 
membership. 
 
Safety Karl Griesbaum:  No current or new issues by Karl.   So, we must be safe!   2008 paid dues 
stickers should be here soon.  
 
Fun Fly Chairman John Turner announced the winner of the January 1st, 2008 Fun Fly.  Last year’s 
winner Jamie Keogh presented the trophy to Tom Spriet, the 2008 winner. 
 
Flypaper Editor Tom Siwek was given a 30% off coupon to AL’s Hobby Shop that is to be awarded to the 
first member that provides meaningful content for the upcoming flypaper.  Members are always 
encouraged to submit articles and photos. 
 
 
Continued on next page… 
 
 



The Flypaper 
 

Page 7 of 26 
www.foxvalleyaero.com 

 
Jim Toth reported on the upcoming FVAC HEATED Swap Shop.  Jim discussed the floor plan for the 
Peck and Dean Street location which is heated!  Reservations are slowly coming in.  Jim asked for set 
up assistance on the morning of the event! The chairs will be there at 8:00am and will need to be set up 
a.s.a.p. for a 9:00 show. 
 
New Business: 
 
Karl will be looking into new shirts for the upcoming year and the possibility a color change.  Give Karl 
your color choices for consideration. 
 
On another note, Karl will soon be placing a fuel order at a reduced rate to beat the upcoming fuel 
increase.  If you want to enjoy the discount call Karl now! This will not keep so do it now. 
 
It was requested that old materials pertaining to the clubs history be accumulated for a history 
publication. 
 
If anyone is interested in flying the club trainer airplanes contact the following: 
 
Cliff Fullhart  - Nexstar   
John Turner - P-51 Mustang  
 
Members showing planes were: 
 
Norman Johnson – Hangar 9 Pulse XT 
Mel Ziska - Tail assembly fabricated from Beachwood 
 
President Dominic Saverino adjourned the meeting at 9:19 
 
Thomas J. Spriet 
Secretary 
Fox Valley Aero Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Flypaper Submissions 

 
This month, I’ve received an overwhelming number of photos and some articles for the 
Flypaper.  In an effort to keep the size of each issue manageable, some of the submitted 
material has been set aside for future issues.  If you don’t see your submissions in this issue, 
don’t despair.  It hasn’t been forgotten about. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has submitted stuff.  Keep it coming!   
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Treasurer’s Report 
Membership Chairman’s Report 
Paul Jacobs – paul@mertes.com 

 
Renewals for 2008 are still dribbling in and as of this date we are about 2/3rds 
renewed or 79 of 217 names on the roster are still unpaid. Remember to print the 
renewal form out of the Flypaper or off the website and all correspondence and 
checks should be payable to FVAC and sent to the P.O. Box 837 in St. Charles. The 
dues are due now and if not paid by March 31, 2008 flying privileges are suspended 
until dues are paid and a $25 penalty is assessed. If dues are not paid by December 
31, 2008 you will have to reapply for membership and repay the $300 initiation fee. I 

also noticed that the official roster is missing 8 AMA #’s and that will have to be corrected before the club 
charter is sent in for March. See me at the meeting or send an e-mail to update the file. 
 
The treasury stands at a little over $12,000 with all the bills paid and the budget is being worked on by 
the CD’s and various chairmen for 2008 activity. The budget is due to the board by the March meeting… 
more on that later. 
 
My Goldberg Ultimate is finished and has joined my fleet of flyable aircraft and the GP Chipmunk has 
taken the assembly position on the worktable. This is a good time to take an inventory of model 
equipment that should make its way to the swaps. If you are like me, you have several partially 
completed kits and some still in the box that you will probably never finish and could be sold. If you do 
not want to sell at our swap, consider donating to the club table as it is a good money maker for the 
FVAC. Just bring it to the next meeting or call Paul Douds and make arrangements to have it picked up.  
 
Till next month, 
Paul 
 

 
 
 
 

Government Relations Chairman’s Report 
Julian Pugh – julianlpugh@gmail.com 

 
Julian did not have a report at press time. 
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Safety Chairman’s Report 
Carl Griesbaum – kzar@sbcglobal.net 

 
I just want to remind everyone to confirm flightworthiness of your models when 
you’re ready to unearth them from the winter’s slumber.  Also, be careful out at the 
field when flying in snowy and icy conditions.  You don’t want to be out there by 
yourself and get hurt.  Think safety. 
 
Karl 

 
 
 

Field Chairman’s Report 
Greg Bohler – gbohler@sbcglobal.net 

 
I've been out to the field a couple times recently.  It's kind of a quiet place this time of 
year.  I could tell that a few people had been out.  They are much more committed to 
flying than I am.  Jeff Anderson came out and helped me repair the snow plow 
damage, cut up the downed trees, and bring in the outboard flags.  Thanks Jeff. 
  
True to my word, I have started building the VK Cherokee.  It's going to be a test of 
my ability as a builder.  There are a few pages of builder's notes but no step by step 

instructions.  The kit has 2 blue prints and a supply of balsa.  After only 2 weeks, the wing is almost 
framed up.   I'm enjoying the challenge so far.  Even if I wasn't, my hobby room is still warmer than the 
field. Until the weather warms up, see you at the meetings. 
 
Greg  

 
 
 

 

 
Glimpse of a 

Winter Project 
 
 

While not optimized for weight or 
aerodynamics, it’s a robust design.    
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Chief Flight Instructor’s Report 
Dan Compton – trainu2fly@comcast.net 

 
Winter is a slow time for training and I usually do not train during this time of year. It 
is too cold to stand there with a buddy cord dangling from a transmitter. Well, in a 
moment of weakness, I told a prospective new member that a group of us were 
going to be at the field and to bring his plane which he has built from a kit(this is 
becoming a rarity) and I would inspect it.  
  
Cliff Fullhart, Steve Baker, John Turner, Karl Griesbaum and I arrived at the field at 

about 8:30 am and had gotten several flights in and Bob Woodhouse showed up with his Sig LT-25. I 
gave it a thorough going over and once the receiver and battery were secured we started the engine, 
tuned it up and after a break-in tank of fuel we topped it off and went up for a trim flight. I had to give it 
some down trim and it was flying perfectly. I put it through its paces and landed. We fueled up and got 
the buddy box all set. Bob has been flying a simulator and in no time was flying around on his own(all I 
had to do was get him started and hold the button). Bob is excited about the FVAC field and looks 
forward to perhaps, joining the club. 
  
The rest of the crew built a fire which was very welcomed. We flew, warmed up and flew some more. We 
all left about 1:00 pm.  
  
I am sure there will be more days like this and anyone who feels the urge after all this cold weather 
(cabin fever and all) we have been having can come on out and join us. 
 
Dan 
 

 
 
 
 

2008 FVAC Flight Instructors 

Name Contact Information Note 

Dan Compton Cell: 630-664-6426 trainu2fly@comcast.net Chief Flight Instructor 
John Fischer Cell: 312-518-0075 jeffxx@comcast.net  
Cliff Fullhart Home: 630-397-5033 

Work: 630-668-0111 
cfullhart@farmersagent.com Prefers 24 hrs. notice 

during business hrs. 
Alan Galle Cell: 630-697-8464 ajgalle@comcast.net  
John Horvath Cell: 630-440-7398 horvatsky@comcast.net  
Paul Jacobs Cell: 630-908-9955 paul@mertes.com  
Mike Kostecki Cell: 630-373-2722 Mkostecki503@comcast.net  
Dennis McFarlane  Highpd119@aol.com Not available Friday 

or Sunday. 
Tom Siwek Cell: 630-677-5855 tsiwek@sbcglobal.net Available primarily on 

weekends. 
Bill Sponsler Cell: 847-323-6578 bsponsler@comcast.net  
Dave Taitel Work: 847-537-8669 davet@venturehobbies.com  
Jason Walsh Cell: 630-291-1872 jwalsh1@ameritech.net  
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Fun-Fly Chairman’s Report 
(A.K.A. John Turner)  – john.turner@bayercropscience.com 

 
The New Year did not keep some of our FVAC members home on one of the 
coldest-snowiest days this winter.  The most challenging task was to plow through 
the service road to the parking area where 1-2 foot drifts covered the road.  Our 
fearless new President “Big Dom” and his 4 wheel drive made the first path with 
Allan Galle maintaining a close distance.  Finally, Dave Brustle got his big 5 ton 
truck through and unloaded his snow blower and created an open path for the 
FVAC fliers anxiously awaiting the moment to be the first pilot in the air for 2008.  

Unfortunately, I only assisted Dom for making the first path into the airfield and had to leave within the 
hour for a trip up to O’Hare.   
 
My colleges informed me we had 15+ members participate in the New Year’s Day “First in the Air” Event.  
Jamie Keogh was defending his title from last year; however Tom Spriet lifted off first and returned 
without incidents!  Congratulations to Tom for being the winner of this year’s event. During our January 
monthly meeting, Jamie presented Tom the traveling trophy with warm congratulations.   
 
Glad to see many members came out that day and thanks to those who helped get the service road 
opened (and assisted those who got stuck) and for Dave who snow plowed the field to make our January 
event successful.   
 
After the recent snow, warm temperatures gave way to some flying conditions with several of our 
members practicing for this year’s upcoming fun flies.  I anticipate more snow to come, so don’t take off 
your skies or pontoons.   
 
See you at the field and bring your lighter fluid.   
 
JT 
 

 
 
 
 

2008 Calendar – Non FVAC Events 

February March April 
2/2 – Tri Village RC’ers Swap 
Shop, DuPage County 
Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL 
 
2/9-2/10 – E-fest, U of I Armory, 
Champaign, IL.   
www.gpe-fest.com 
 

3/6-3/9 – Florida Jets, Lakeland 
Regional Airport, Lakeland, FL 
www.franktiano.com 
 
3/22 – Suburban RC 
Barnstormers Swap Shop – 
DuPage County Fairgrounds, 
Wheaton, IL 
 

4/4-4/5 – ETOC 2008, Waite 
High School, Toledo, OH 
www.tntlandinggear.com 
 
4/25-4/27 – Electric Flight Expo, 
University of Phoenix Stadium,  
Glendale, AZ  www.efexpo.com 

If there’s something not on the Calendar that should be, E-mail your Editor at tsiwek@sbcglobal.net 

 
 



The Flypaper 
 

Page 12 of 26 
www.foxvalleyaero.com 

 
The calendar has been updated since the January general meeting.  Please review. 
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Club member Bob Walker 
completed work on his 

Corsair. 
 

He enjoyed some recent 
flight time.  Maybe we’ll 
see this one out at the 

field this summer. 

 

 
 

Kit Building – by: Bill Simmons 
 
I missed the deadline for last month newsletter so many (one or two perhaps) of you didn’t get to read 
and enjoy my monthly diatribe about nothing.  The good news is I’ve got some new BS for this year 
already planned.  I was fortunate enough to purchase an untouched VK Sopwith Camel kit that someone 
was selling from the early 70’s at the Pot of Gold show last year.  I have already started to build it and I 
thought I would cover topics related to this kit as I go along building it.  
 
I also missed the Christmas party, showing up late just to say hi to a few people and have a beer or three.  
It looked like a lot of fun for those that made it.  For those that didn’t there is always next year.  We had 
our first Board meeting under the new management.  Dominic has put together a very aggressive 
program for 2008 that will require a lot of new people to step up in order to make it successful.  If things 
go as planned, and I am betting that they will, 2008 should be a very fun year. 
 
Before I start talking about the Camel I wanted to tell a story.  I went to the Milwaukee swap meet on the 
6th of January.  By the way, this is one of my favorites because there are a lot of good deals to be had 
there every year and it is only about two hours away.  They have an auction where you can purchase 
very well built zero time airplanes for minimal cash.  I am continually surprised at what some of the stuff 
goes for that is auctioned off.  I purchased a couple of WWI 1/6 scale airplanes that were in great shape 
but had seen a lot of flying time.  The best thing about WWI scale is that significant flying of the airplane 
adds to its scale look.  I will be electrifying these over the next couple of months and tearing up the skies 
with them next summer.   
 
Here is the story (that was only the background to the story).  I have been writing a newsletter column for 
a couple of years now and for the first time ever someone I had not met before recognized me.  Yes 
Dennis, Cindy, Jeff and the other regular contributors to the newsletter have, on occasion, mentioned that 
they read what I had to say but this was different.  The reward of writing this is when someone tells you 
they read it.  I have talked to a lot of newsletter writers for several clubs around the country and the one 
comment that they all say is “nobody reads my stuff”.  I’m beginning to think people do and I want 
everyone to know that we would really like feedback.  Even negative feedback is better than none at all.  
It reminded me that the newsletter of this club is so good that members of other clubs read it.  Our format 
has been copied by many other clubs across the country.  Anyone can write in it and as I prove every 
month you don’t really need to have something to say.  Give it a try. 
 



The Flypaper 
 

Page 14 of 26 
www.foxvalleyaero.com 

The Camel is a kit (a new word for many people these 
days).  It was produced by a company named VK 
models which is now owned by Proctor.  It was 
produced before the days of laser cutting and AutoCAD.  
My first surprise was for a thirty year old kit the wood in 
it was in better shape than the wood used in most ARFs 
these days.  The attention to detail was exceptional.  
Although I am not in the same league as some of the 
other builders in our club like Bob Walker and Merlin 
Graves, I can enjoy building every bit as much as they 
do.  I’ve said this before but if you have not tried 
building a kit then you are really missing out on a major 
component of this hobby.  There are kits out there that 
are not very difficult to build and come with detailed 
instructions so there are really no excuses.   I can 
recommend for a first kit pretty much anything from SIG 
and Balsa USA.  Both companies do an excellent job 
with their step by step instructions. 
 
The first thing I take note of when starting a new project 
is the recommended balance point on the plans.  On 
the Camel it is about three inches back from the prop.  
The entire lower wing and 2/3rds of the top wing are 
behind it.  When you build any kit it is a good idea to 
recognize potential balance issues early on.  Lead does 
not help an airplane to fly better, just fly.  I do not intend 
to add any lead to this plane.  If I didn’t plan early I 
know I would probably end up adding a brick to the 
nose in order to make it balance.   

 
This first step is also important when assembling an ARF.  On my jet I read account after account on how 
the plane builds tail heavy.  I made a couple of modifications that should minimize how much lead I have 
to add to the nose. 
 

Step two is to take inventory of the parts in the box and, in 
the case of die cutting, carefully removing them from the 
various sheets.  It is important to have a flat board to work 
on.  Make sure you have a lot of glue and pins as well.  
Sand paper is an important tool when building a kit.  
Remember just to rough sand at this point.  Final sanding 
comes just before covering.  The Camel is primarily stick 
built.  You build one side of the fuselage over the plans 
and then build the other side on top of it.  Most plans only 
show one half of a wing or fuselage.  Turning the plans 
over and applying WD40 to the plan will give you a view of 
the other side.  Care needs to be taken that you build two 
different sides vs. two of the same side.  When attaching 
the two sides you need to be careful as to not end up with 

a banana when putting in the cross braces.   
 
All of these pitfalls are easy to avoid if you just pay attention to what you are doing.  Two phrases to 
memorize at this point are “Measure twice and cut once” and “sand paper can correct many mistakes.” 
Next month I will talk about how I laminated the wing tips and rudder and cover a couple of tools I use 
regularly. 
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Cowl Fabrication – by: Merlyn Graves 

 
Whenever I bring a new scratch built model to show and tell, one thing that a lot of members ask me is 
how I make my canopies and cowls. So in an effort to stimulate scratch building, I am writing this article 
that will explain how a layman creates a fiberglass cowling with regular shop tools, etc. This will describe 
the construction of the cowls for my Bristol Blenheim Bomber. 

 
 
 
First you have to make a plug. I use pink insulation foam as the 
construction material for this. I cut out 7 pieces of 2” foam. To 
make it easier to glue them together I “square off” the faces since 
insulation foam is quite wavy and does not mate together well. 
This is done using a hot wire with the pieces flat on the table. After 
they are flush, I will use 3M77 contact glue to mate them together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next step is to draw circles on the pieces 1/4" larger than the 
finished cowl size. I then drill a 1/4" hole in the center and then use 
a homemade compass to draw the circles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the dowel on the compass as my fixed center, I run the 
piece through the band saw. Very quickly and simply, you have 5 
cowl circles. Then the pieces are glued together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This cowl has flaps around the entire cowling and I am going to 
construct it with the flaps open to provide plenty of exit air to keep 
the DA-100 engines cool. First I trim the piece to the correct 
thickness. In this case 2-1/4”.Then I mark the diameters on the 
side of the piece and set the angle of the band saw blade to span 
them. Now when I cut this circle I will get a piece that is glued to 
the bottom of the plug. 
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Now that the plug is glued together, it needs to me mounted in my 
drill press which I use as a vertical lathe to sand it sown to its final 
shape. I made a mandrel by mounting a 1/4" wheel collar onto an 
electrical box cover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have cut out two circles from 1/8” Masonite and the mandrels are 
fixed to the circles with #8 sheet metal screws. Four holes are 
drilled at the outer edges of the Masonite and 6d nails are pressed 
into the foam to hold it firm.  Next it is mounted into the drill press. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOW comes the Rube Goldberg part. No laughing Pleeze! You 
need to have a solid fixture to hold your shaping tool. I use my 
band saw since it is next to the drill press and it is very solid. After 
making a shaping tool from some 1 x 12 pine, I apply self adhesive 
sandpaper to the edge. Then it is mounted to the drill press as 
shown. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is my micrometer adjustment tool that I use to make 
incremental adjustments to the cutting depth. 
 
Each small rap to the drill press stand moves it by 1/64th of an inch 
or so????????? 
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After about 3 minutes of incrementally moving the drill press, I 
have the cowl shaped. Then I use a similar tool to shape the front 
edge and in now time it is finished and ready for final sanding and 
fiber glassing. 
 
Here’s the plug fill with drywall mud and ready to sand. I still have 
to remove the center foam from the front of the plug. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the handiest purchases I ever made was the router 
attachment and bits for my Dremel tool. I use it for all kinds of 
things. Now I will use it to rout out the inside foam on the front of 
the cowl plug. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s now ready for fiber glassing. I will use one layer of 1.4 ounce 
cloth to provide a harder surface for the plug. Then I will prime and 
sand it and it will be ready to make a mold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The plug has been primed and wet sanded down to #600 grit so it’s time to make the mold. I have studied 
at this plug for a long time and I would probably be able to make a one piece mold, but sine my greatest 
fear is that I will be unable to remove the plug without damage, I have decided to make a multiple piece 
mold. If I split it in half for a two-piece mold then I will have a negative return on the inset at the front and 
it would be difficult to remove the plug. So I will do a three piece. The first piece will be the front ring about 
2” high and then I will split the back into two pieces. 
 
Here’s the “stuff” you need: 
 
1. Ultra Cal 30 molding plaster. 
2. Spray cooking oil. 
3. Mixing containers. 
4. Mixing stick and miser for the drill. 
5. 1/2" foam self-adhesive weather stripping. 
6. 2” wide fiber glass drywall joint tape. 
7. Rubber gloves. 
8. Smooth metal or glass surface to work on. 
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First I apply a piece of weather striping to the front of the cowl to 
act as a parting barrier. 
 
Next I apply cooking oil to the plug to act as a mold release. 
 
 
 
 
Now mix up a batch of Ultra-Cal 30 to the consistency of whipping 
cream and apply approximately 1/8” thick. Let it stand for 15 
minutes until it stiffens up but is still a little moist. 
 
Apply strips of drywall joint tape to the mold for strength so it 
doesn’t break during handling. 
 
Mix up another batch to a creamy consistency and apply until the 
mold is 1/2" thick. Now let it set up overnight and pull it off in the 
morning. 
 
 
 
Before removing the mold part from the plug, put a location mark 
on them so that the mold will go back on the plug exactly where it 
was formed. 
 
The first section is complete and has been removed from the plug. 
After filling any small holes, I will paint the inside with gloss black 
paint. When laying up the fiber glass, the black color makes it easy 
to see that you have evenly wetted the fiber glass with resin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using a Dremel tool I put in four keyways on the edge that will 
allow the side pieces to key into the front cowl ring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we are ready for the second piece of the mold. I have inserted 
the plug back into the front cowl ring mold. Then I taped on the 
weather stripping at the exact center line for two equal halves. 
 
Then turn over the entire assembly and slap on the Ultra-Cal 30 
and fiber glass tape just as we did for the front ring. 
 
90 minutes later, you can pull the plug out and the second piece is 
ready for paint. 
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Repeat the above for the third piece and the cowl mold is 
completed. 
 
Start putting on 5 coats of wax and then spraying it with PVA 
release. Then it will be ready for lay up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The mold is assembled and held tightly together with a bungee. 
Then a layer of 1.4 ounce fiber glass cloth is applied in 5 inch wide 
x 16 inch long strips. I like beefy cowls, so I use an additional layer 
of 6 ounce cloth and two layers of 8.7 ounce cloth. 
 
After it sets up over night, the sections are removed one at a time 
using a rubber hammer and several blasts of air at 100 psi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From here, you clean-up the cowl, detail and paint. 
 
I hope you enjoyed this article. If anyone wants to make their first 
cowl and needs some help, e-mail me or give me a call. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

R/C Pilots aren’t the only 
ones who misjudge aerobatic 

maneuvers. 
 

This photo dates back to the 1990s and 
was taken at an Arkansas airshow.  The 

MIG pilot is in the process of completing 
a loop. It looks like he misjudged the 

altitude necessary for the maneuver.  If 
he had needed another 10 or 20 feet of 

altitude, the rescue crew would have 
needed a shovel to find him and the 

MIG. 
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Note to Members 

 
Alan Galle will be coordinating the club table this year.   

If you have contributions, please contact Alan at ajgalle@comcast.net  
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If you haven’t already done so, please take time to complete your membership renewal. 
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SSWWAAPP  TTIILL’’  YYOOUU  DDRROOPP  22000088  
Radio Control Swap Meet 

Sponsored by: Suburban RC Barnstormers Inc. 
 

 

MMaarrcchh  2222nndd  22000088  
88::0000  AAMM  tthhrruu  1122::0000  PPMM 

Table Set Up and Check In at 7:15 AM 

General Admission at 8:00 AM 
 

Planes – Boats – Cars – Helicopters – and More 
 

HHeelldd  aatt  tthhee  DDuuPPaaggee  CCoouunnttyy  FFaaiirr  GGrroouunnddss  

22001155  WWeesstt  MMaanncchheesstteerr  LLaannee  WWhheeaattoonn,,  IILL  6600118877  
 

Tables $17 pre-registered/$15 (3) or more - $20 at door 
One Adult admission with each table 

Admission Adults $5 - Children under 12 Free 
Coffee – Donuts – Pop Available 

 
For Info Call: Debbie or John Howe – (630) 541-3054 

Mail Table Reservations to: 6204 Stable Road  Woodridge, IL  60517 
Email - RcWife2@comcast.net -Web Site: 

www.suburbanrcbarnstormers.com 
 

AMA Chapter #640       IMAA Chapter #194 
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Please patronize your local hobby shops! 
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This month’s DOTD offering! 
 

 
 

Jade, much like Dennis, wants to remind everyone to “think spring!”   
A picture of Jade gets the nod over a picture of Dennis. 

 


