
 

This	Special	Edi.on	Flypaper	is	dedicated	
to	the	upcoming	elec.on	for	the	Officers	
and	 Directors	 who	 will	 lead	 our	 club	 in	
2018.	

In	 this	 issue	 are	 the	 statements	
(biographies)	 for	 the	 candidates.	 They	
are	 published	 alphabe.cally	 by	 posi.on	
and	name.	

We	 have	made	 it	 even	 easier	 this	 year.		
You	should	be	receiving	an	email	shortly		
from	 Survey	 Monkey	 (check	 your	 spam	
as	 well)	 	 under	 the	 subject	 it	 will	 say	
“FVAC”,	 choose	 your	 desired	 candidates	
and	then	hit	send	-	quick	and	easy.			
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2018	Board	Candidates	
President	
Dale	Gathman	

Vice	President	
Dave	Murray	

Secretary	
Debbie	Howe	

Treasurer	
Paul	Jacobs	

Director	At	Large	(six	posi1ons)	
John	Fischer		
Orvil	Fluharty		
Mark	Knoppkie	
Glen	LaRocco	
Joe	Pedone			
Sal	Perno		
Tom	Spriet		
Jim	Thompson		
Armin	Weber	

2017	
(For	your	Reference)		
Elected	Posi4ons:		
Dale	Gathman	-	President		
Dave	Murray	-	Vice	President		
Debbie	Howe	-	Secretary		
Paul	Jacobs	-	Treasurer		

John	Fischer	-	Director	at	Large		
Tom	Flint	-	Director	at	Large		
Orvil	Fluharty	-	Directory	at	Large		
Sal	Perno	-	Director	at	Large		
Tom	Spriet	-	Director	at	Large		
Armin	Weber	-	Director	at	Large		

Non-Elected	Posi4ons:	
Alvin	Cole	-	Immediate	Past	President		

President	Appointed	Posi4ons:			
Mark	Knoppkie	-	Field	Chairman		
Jeff	Peca	-	Safety	Chairman		
Tony	Bahowick	-	Membership	Chairman		
Todd	Culbertson	-	Govt.	Rela.ons	Chairman		
Susan	Galle	-	Flypaper	Editor		

� 	
ELECTION EDITION 
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Dale Gathman for 
President 2018 

What a great club we belong to.  This year, my 
first as President of the Fox Valley Aero Club, 
once again saw many awesome events, as well 
as many cool aircraft flying at our field.  I count it 
a blessing to be a fellow member with you.  Our 
club has so many talented pilots and builders, not 
to mention the vast number of skilled tradesman 
and other members who know how to do 
everything that our club needs.  We have 
members who are good at building, painting, 
mowing, gardening, sign making, brochure 
designing, event coordinating, cooking great 
meals, cleaning, keeping the books, editing our 
newsletter, training new pilots, mentoring new 
builders, and so many other jobs.  Our members 
always come through for the good of the club.


As I am sure you know, one person cannot 
possibly run a club of this size.  It takes many of 
us to make it happen.  And I can tell you that our 
members are the best at filling the needs that 
arise and stepping up whenever needed.  I’m 
sure you have noticed that thanks to many 
volunteers, our field is probably in the best shape 

it has ever been in.  We also had two of the best 
events this year (Windy City Warbirds & Classics, 
and Festival of Flight) that we have had in recent 
history.  Thanks to the great recommendation 

from our retired guys, we also opened the 
Cub Fly to other clubs, and had a 
marvelous time.  That, along with our 
Frozen Fingers, Swap Meet, Kids Fly, 
Rocket Fest, Memorial Day Parade, Night 
Flys, Fun Flys, and of course our Pig 
Roast and Turkey Fry, made for a full, 
busy and fun year.


My thanks go to the board of Directors, 
who have done a great job this year.  You 
board members work together as well as 
any group I have ever had the pleasure to 
work with.  Your help and support makes 
this club what it is – one of the greatest 
R/C clubs in the country.  And that is 
aside from the fact that we have one of 
the best fields in the Midwest.  This club 
would be one of the greatest no matter 
what field we flew on.


My thanks also go to you, the member.  
Thank you for nominating me to serve for 
another year as the club’s President for 

2018.  I take this responsibility very seriously, and 
will do my very best, along with your assistance, 
to keep Fox Valley Aero Club the wonderful club it 
is.  I will continue to work to assure that our club 
members have a voice in how the club is run, and 
will make your opinions heard at the board 
meetings.  Do not hesitate to bring any ideas or 
concerns to my attention.  As a board, we must 
make decisions based on what is the best for the 
club as a whole, and by making your opinions 
known to us, we are better able to make those 
decisions.  The board members and I will work 
hard to make sure that the FVAC remains one of 
the best flying clubs in the Midwest if you honor 
me with your vote.  And. we definitely plan to 
have a lot of fun in 2018.


Looking forward to it,  Dale 
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Debbie Howe for 
Secretary in 2018 
My name is Debbie Howe. My family John, 
myself and our daughter Katie have had 
the pleasure to be members at FVAC for 
two years now, but we have flown at their 
invitational events for many years.  I have 
been asked to run again for secretary 
position for the club.  

I have been around R/C planes since 
1990, as John took me to the flying field on 
our first date.  I have built kits, rebuilt 
crashed planes, and painted most of our 
planes.  I do fly but only certain giant scale 
planes, as I tend to lose orientation on 
some smaller planes so my planes of 
choice are cubs, space walkers and senior 
telemasters.  I am very comfortable 
spotting and being out on the flight line and 
enjoy it very much.  In the past I have run 
the “Swap Til You Drop Swap Shop”, for 
the Suburban R/C Barnstormers for 18 
years and the Christmas Party and 
Christmas Wish Tree Raffle for over 20 
years.  

I feel I can continue as secretary for FVAC 
due to the fact that I am very well 
organized and detail orientated, I know the 
planes and the hobby well. 

Now that I have already done this for a 
year, I am getting more acquainted with all 
our members as well.  
 
I look forward to serving the club again in 
the next year and would be honored to get 
your vote.  Thank you.  
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John Fischer for 
Director at Large 

Hi,
My name is John Fischer.  I am running for 
at-large board member for 2018.  I have 
been a member of FVAC since 2004 and 
during this time I have been very involved 
with FVAC over the years to include Vice 
President as well as several years as 
board member at-large.  As you know I am 
currently the event chairman for both the 
highly successful Warbirds and Classics 
event and co-chair for the Festival of 
Flight.  The 2017 board has approved 
dates for both events in 2018 and I will 
continue to be your event chair/co-chair.  I 
am asking for your vote to be retained as 
board member at large for 2018.  Together, 
we can make 2018 another fun and 
exciting year!

Thank you for your consideration.
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Mark Knoppkie for 
Director at Large 

I am pleased to be nominated for a 
Director at Large position on the board. 
After being field chairman for 5 years.  I 
feel I have accomplished many things to 
improve the field for the club and our 
guests who attend our events and I hope 
to continue to do this while serving on the 
board.  I would like to thank everyone who 
participated in the field work days and all 
who filled in when I could not be there.  I 
hope that my position on the board will be 
beneficial to the club and its future. 

Thank you for nominating me.

Sincerely 
Mark Knoppkie
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Glen LaRocco for 
Director at Large 

Hello fellow Fox Valley members! 

     My name is Glenn La Rocco and I have 
been into aviation my entire life.  As a 
child, I flew control line with my father. I 
also watched him build pulse jet engines 
with some scary moments, let me tell you!  
When R/C became more affordable, I self-
taught myself so I could get further 
involved in the hobby.  Wanting even more 
out of aviation, I received my pilots license 
and joined the EAA and volunteering at 
Oshkosh and Sun n Fun in Lakeland 
Florida taught me even more about 
aviation. 
     Some of my accomplishments are I 
worked on building a full-scale Pitts S-2B 
into the finishing stages. I also built a full 
scale Christen Eagle II which won many 
awards at the EAA and was featured in the 

DuPont Paint Top Gun Calendar in 1999. 
Last but not least, I was involved with the 
restoration project of an F-84F which is 
now sitting up at the West Chicago VFW .  
If nominated, I feel I have a lot of aviation 
knowledge to offer the club and hope to 

bring some new ideas 
along with It.

Thank you,
Glenn LaRocco
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Joe Pedone for 
Director at Large 

My name is Joe Pedone, and I’ve been a 
member of FVAC since 2008.   I’ve been 
involved with building model planes since 
high school, but really stepped up my 
involvement with RC planes when I joined 
FVAC.   RC planes quickly moved from a 
casual interest to an obsession, and today 
I fly a mix of sport, aerobatic, and warbirds.  
WWII warbirds continue to be a growing 
interest, and I am spending more time 
learning to build kits as time permits.   I am 
a lifelong aviation enthusiast, and have an 
avid interest in all things that fly!     
I thoroughly enjoy my time at the field, 
meetings, and club events, and value the 
camaraderie with all our members.   I find 

our members to be friendly, dedicated, and 
helpful, which contributes to the success of 
our club, especially given the wide range 
of interests and experience.   I feel I’ve 
benefitted enormously from so many 

talented people in our 
club, and therefore try to 
give back whenever 
possible to keep our 
club growing and 
successful.  
Over the past few years 
I’ve served on the 
committee for the 
Warbirds & Classics 
event, as well as the 
Festival of Flight.   For 
many years I have also 
co-managed our annual 
Swap Meet along with 
John Turner.  I strive to 
participate in every  club 
activity during the year, 
including workdays, 
parades, Kids fly, Fun 
flies, and Cub day (yup, 
finally got one!).   I also 

served as a Director-at-
Large from 2013-15, and would be 
honored for the opportunity to serve as a 
Board member again in 2018.   
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Salvatore Perno for 
Director at Large 

For those who don’t know me  my name is 
Sal Perno. I’ve been a member of FVAC 
for 10 years. I am a member of the Windy 
City War Birds and Classics core team and 
have a real passion for this club and its 
members.  I live in Winfield with my 
beautiful wife Rose, who comes to the field 
with me most of the time. I fly mostly scale 
- that is where my passion is. I would love 
to, and consider it an honor, to continue 
serving you as a board member.
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Tom Spriet for 
Director at Large 
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James Thompson for 
Director at Large 

Hello, my name is Jim Thompson.  

I'm presently in my 10th year in RC, 9 of 
which, I was a member of C.R.M.C. as a 
"Safety Officer".  I also served 6 yrs.in the 
U.S Army, Honorably Discharged in “88" 
and worked as a "Maintenance Technician, 
until 2015, when I was forced to retire due 
to injury.  

As an AMA Contest Director, I coordinated 
the C.R.C.M. Electric Fly-In for 6 yrs. along 
with working as Co-chairman of last year's 
"Festival of Flight" event.  I am always 
willing to help FVAC, in any capacity, and I 
am Proud to be a Member.   

As some may already know, I enjoy flying 
JETS, but when forced, I can & will fly 

anything with wings.....I have even built a 
few on occasion.  

If I'm not at the field, I'm fixing something 
around the house, 
taking care of 
Julian, or 
rehearsing with 
my Band, 
"Smokehouse".  

If you see me at 
the field, stop by 
and say Hi !  
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Armin Weber for 
Director at Large 

Hello FVAC Members, 

My name is Armin Weber.  I am currently 
an At Large Director, and am running for 
the same position in 2018.

During the week, I am a senior software 
developer with a large health care 
organization based in Aurora.  I saw my 
first RC airplane fly in the early seventies, 
and have been hooked ever since.  So on 
the weekends, I always make time for 
flying.  My primary interest is large scale 
models, WW2 being my favorite.

I have been a member of several clubs 
over the years and have served in various 

positions.  I have spent nearly 20 years 
with FVAC, and consider it to be one of the 
finest clubs in the Midwest.  I have been a 
contest director for several years and have 
helped organize past Kids Day and 

Festival of Flight 
events.  I served 
as contest director 
for the 2014 - 
2017 Warbirds & 
Classics event, 
and look forward 
to working on the 
2018 event.

Thank you for your 
consideration for 
At Large Director.

Armin Weber 
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Tom Flint - 
Appointed Public Relations 
Position 

I am Tom Flint, pest at large. 
Although my position is now 
appointed as the Media and Public 
Relations Director, I did want to take 
a few sentences to thank all those 
who have put up with my endless PR 
memos and endless attempts to sell 
t-shirts and hats.
 
We did have a great year.  Together 
we “Saved the Shed” and painted it; 
bought a new zero turn mower; kept 
the landing area mowed short and 
kept the additional parking mowed 
where the barn was.  We got the 
word out to the community through 
newspapers and TV coverage about 
our great events and enjoyment of 
our hobby; taught Alvin what a Zero 
is and got Orvil to share his 
wonderful Spirit of St Louis.
 
So to all the club members who 
made my job of promoting our club 
easy, thank you.  It is easy to 
promote a great club full of so many 
members that care, share, and dare 
to fly. (even if it is over the gun range)
 
RTF
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Fox Valley Aero Club

Annual Christmas Party

Friday, December 1, 2017

HILTON GARDEN INN 
4070 EAST MAIN STREET 

ST. CHARLES, IL

Two Cash Bars 6:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Hor D’Oeuvres 6:30 P.M. 

Dinner served at 7:30 P.M.
Music provided by Dave Farquar and his quartet 

Raffle Prizes from Hobby Town and Hilton Garden including “best girl” gifts and “Big Dog Drawing”. 
Bring an unwrapped toy for the St. Charles “Toys for Tots” 

sponsored by the Salvation Army

SINGLE: $35.00 COUPLES $60.00

RSVP with ENTRÉE CHOICE(s) BY 11/22/17
rcwife@yahoo.com or call (630) 479-4501

Payment: Cash or check payable to Fox Valley Aero Club 
Send payment to: Debbie Howe (address below)

FOUR DINNER CHOICES
-Slow Roasted Prime Rib 

Or
-Sauteed Chicken Marsala (chicken breast topped w/rich wine sauce, garnished with mushrooms) 

Or
-Penne Pasta w/Portabella Mushrooms & Vegetables 

Or
- Grilled Salmon w/lemon dill sauce 

Salad: Garden Salad with tomato and cucumber (Ranch and Italian)
Soup: Creamy Roasted Red Pepper with Chicken 

Vegetable, Potatoes and Rolls & Butter
Desert: New York Cheesecake with strawberry drizzle 
Beverages: Soda, Iced Tea, Tea, Lemonade, Coffee

Send payments to: Debbie Howe - 6204 Stable Road, Woodridge, IL  60517
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