
 1 
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Click on these links  

for the September newsletter inserts: 
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The Northwest Washington Synod’s insert, The Spirit: 
https://dq5pwpg1q8ru0.cloudfront.net/2021/08/16/11/51/43/c76c9fd0-dd56-49b6-
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Pastor’s Page: Information vs. Wisdom 
 

 

For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge 

and understanding.                                                                 Proverbs 2:6 

 

 read a great book this summer called The Wisdom Pyramid by Brett 

McCracken.  Citing the many psychological, civic, and spiritual 

maladies of the Information Age, where we are constantly connected 

to a fire hose blast of information constantly pouring out of our phones, 

computers, and television screens, McCracken borrows the old food 

pyramid concept to illustrate a healthier media diet for Christians, the 

gist of which is captured in the graphic below, which he calls, you 

guessed it, “The Wisdom Pyramid.”  Take a look: 

 

As you can see, the Bible is the foundation, our daily bread.  

Large portions are encouraged!  Church is next, followed by time in 

God’s creation.  The pyramid prioritizes reading books over surfing the 

internet.  Social media should only be used sparingly.  
 

Even before I got the book I saw this graphic on, um, the 

internet, and was convicted by it.  Even though I spend a lot of time in 

scripture and am an avid hiker and reader of books, I sometimes spend 

more time on the internet and social media than I should.  I know I am 

not the only one.  
 

McCracken argues convincingly that this kind of media diet is 

not healthy for anyone, but that it is especially unhealthy for Christians. 

Social media in particular often brings out the worst in us: our 

narcissism, our anger, our self-righteousness.  I mostly enjoy social 

media and the internet, but I can definitely see what he is getting at.  A 

particular problem for us as Christians is that it steeps us in information 

while depriving us of wisdom.  Wisdom, especially godly wisdom, 

cannot be conveyed 280 characters at a time.  It cannot be conveyed 

through memes.  It takes a steady diet of scripture, worship, and 

Christian community to begin to receive the wisdom God has to give us. 
 

I found this inspiring and motivational as we look to a new 

program year here at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, with Christian 

education offerings for all ages. I am personally excited about the adult 

ed classes I have been preparing to teach in the year ahead, beginning 

with an eleven-week study of the Small Catechism.  This study will 

renew us in the essential teachings of the Christian faith utilizing Martin 

Luther’s down-to-earth approach in the catechism.  This December we 

will be doing a “Canticles of Christmas” Bible study, followed by a 

study of Proverbs after the new year.  At least to begin with, these classes 

will be offered both in-person on Sunday mornings and on Zoom on 

Tuesday nights. 
 

Information is easier to come by than at any point in human 

history, and, sadly, it has not resulted in widespread human flourishing. 

Quite the opposite.  We are seeing more anxiety, despair, and conflict 

than ever.  What is needed is more wisdom, which is harder to come by. 

Wisdom takes effort.  It takes discipline.  It takes time.  
 

I invite you to consider your media diet.  Perhaps, like me, you’ll 

see that sometimes you get these proportions out of whack.  If so, your 

church is here to give you opportunities to grow in the Word and in 

godly wisdom, so that the anxiety of this Information Age would give 

way to the peace of Christ.   

    - Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer  

I 
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Growing & Learning 
 

Blessing of the backpacks, September 5 
 

 Hey kids!  Bring your school backpacks (or other school bags) to 

church on Sunday, September 5, for a special blessing to get your school 

year started right.  All kids in attendance will also receive a little some-

thing to put in your back-pack as a reminder of God’s love in Christ. 
 

 

Sunday School begins Sept. 12 
 

 In-person Sunday School for 

all ages will begin September 12.  We  

will follow the mask policy of the 

Oak Harbor School District, which means 

we will begin the year with students required 

to wear masks.  If and when the school dis- 

trict changes their policy, we will follow suit.  

We understand that some of our families  

will not agree with this decision and may choose to not attend.  We 

regret that we cannot please everyone.  If your family will not be 

attending, please know we can make age-appropriate Sunday School 

curriculum available for you to use at home.  

We pray for the day when all these public health measures are a 

thing of the past and no longer divide and separate us.  In the meantime, 

we must do our best to carry on our vital ministry of educating our 

young people in the Christian faith, and we rejoice in the opportunity to 

do so in person, even in less-than-ideal circumstances. 
 

 

Sept. 12: Welcoming Matthew Erickson of Younglife! 

 On Sunday, September 12 we will welcome Matthew Erickson 

of Younglife-Whidbey Island to OHLC.  He will bring a greeting to both 

services and introduce our members to this community-based Christian 

youth group.  We will be hosting Younglife events at OHLC in the 

program year ahead, beginning with tailgate gatherings 

with hot dogs in our church parking lot before high school 

football games.  Let’s give Matthew a warm welcome as 

we kick off this new partnership! 

Adult Education this fall: 
 

THE SMALL CATECHISM 

Martin Luther’s Guide to Everyday Faith 
 

“I pray the catechism every day like my little Hans and ask God to keep 

me in his dear, holy Word, lest I grow weary of it.”          - Martin Luther 
 

his fall Pastor Spencer will be teaching an 11-week class on the 

basic teachings of everyday Christian faith found in Martin 

Luther’s Small Catechism.  This study is for life-long Lutherans 

and newcomers alike.  Martin Luther himself often described the 

catechism as a guide to the Bible and to everyday Christian faith, and he 

continued to study and pray through it throughout his life. 

This class will be offered twice a week in two different formats. 

You can attend Sunday mornings in-person, 9:15-10:15 AM, or on 

Tuesdays on Zoom, 7:00-8:00 PM.  Zoom participants must pre-register 

by e-mailing Pastor Spencer at pastor@oakharborlutheran.org. 

All you need is a catechism and a Bible.  Physical copies of the 

catechism will be provided.  You can also download a free 

Small Catechism app from Augsburg Fortress.  Be sure to 

download the one with this symbol:  
 

The in-person class begins on Sunday, Sept. 12.   

The Zoom class begins on Tuesday, Sept. 14. 

We hope to have as many people as possible join us for this 

study and be renewed in the basics of our Lutheran Christian faith! 

 

September 12: Youth & Family Night! 
 

Join us from 6:00 to 7:30 PM for 
 

  BOARD GAMES  

     & ROOT BEER FLOATS! 
 

Come on over for some fellowship, fun, and floats!  All are welcome! 
 

Confirmation Families: Please note there will be a brief orientation and 

distribution of workbooks at the end of Youth & Family night.  If you 

won’t be joining us for board games and floats, please stop by at 7:30 for 

the orientation and materials or make other arrangements with Pastor 

Spencer. 

T 

It’s the Ministry 
of the Month! 

file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/pastor@oakharborlutheran.org
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Congregation News 
 

New Member Orientation & Ice Cream Social 

set for Wednesday, September 8! 
 

 Those interested in becoming members at Oak 

Harbor Lutheran Church are invited to an orientation to 

our congregation at 7:00 PM on September 8. 

Current members are invited to stop by and meet them at an ice 

cream social beginning at 7:30!  New members will be formally received 

on Sunday, September 12.  

 

Pastor Marc Stroud retires 
 

astor Stroud has retired as half-time 

associate pastor at Oak Harbor Lutheran 

Church, effective August 31, citing 

ongoing medical issues.  Please keep him and 

Sue in your prayers during this difficult time. 

 Pastor Stroud has been a faithful servant 

of Christ Jesus for many years at OHLC.  Prior 

to his being formally called as a half-time pastor he served under contract 

at OHLC for visitation ministry on an hourly basis while also serving as 

pastor at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Concrete.  It is hoped 

that Pastor Marc will eventually regain enough of his health to be able to 

resume some visitation ministry under a similar arrangement.  In the 

meantime, he needs time and space to tend to his health.  He and Sue will 

remain active members of our congregation, but please respect the fact of 

his retirement. It is our turn to take care of him.  We will announce when 

he is available again for pastoral ministry, and under what circumstances, 

when that time comes. 

 While these are indeed sad circumstances, we do want to 

celebrate Pastor Marc’s many years of faithful ministry at OHLC and the 

church at large.  We will be announcing details about a celebration in the 

weeks ahead. 

 Until then, thank you Pastor Stroud, for all the care you have 

provided in Christ’s name to so many.  We are glad to have you remain 

in our company as a brother in Christ. 

     Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer 

In appreciation 
 

 A big THANK YOU to the wonderful members 

of the congregation who donated time and food for the 

recent memorial services held at our church.  The array of 

food was awesome, and the families were very appreciative. 

 Thank you, too, to the kitchen crews who were so profes-  

sional and patient as you set up, served, and cleaned up afterwards. 

 All of you did an awesome job.  Thank you for answering the 

call!   

    Peg Fosnaugh, chair 

    Hospitality Committee 

 

 

Relay for Life benefits the American Cancer Society 

 

                              Note the jazzy new logo for the local  

                           observance of Relay for Life! 
 

                              Due to continuing – and changing – Covid 

                           protocols, this year there’s a change in format  

                         and location.  We’ll see you Friday, Sept. 10 at 

                        Blue Fox Drive-in on Monroe Landing Road, for a  

                     triple feature Movie Night.  Things get started at  

                  4:00 PM.  The movies are Captain Marvel, Bucket  

             List, and Creed.  Go-karts, concessions, arcade, and other  

       activities, including Bark For Life Games (all pets are 

invited!).  No admission fee; overnight guests are welcome.   
 

Help fight back against cancer through fundraising! 

Contributions may be designated in support  

of various Relay For Life teams.  We encourage you to support  

OHLC’s own Old Dogs-Young Pups team!   

For more information, talk to Tom Piper or Mary Brock. 

 

 

Kudos to the roadside litter pick-up crew! 

 Hearth & Home fireplace installers on Ault Field Road sent a 

thank you note with a donation with gratitude for those who helped with 

our roadside clean-up along Highway 20.  We appreciate not only the 

donation, but their recognition of our efforts to serve our community!   

P 
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In Loving Memory 
 

We take comfort in the sure and certain 

knowledge that our Savior has indeed prepared a 

place for those loved ones we’ve lost during these 

past months.  These losses included three longtime 

members of OHLC: 
 

Billie Tull died on June 29, at age 76.  Her participation in 

the life of her family, the church, the community and beyond 

covered a wide range of activity and interests, including 

Bible study, Stephen Ministry, choir, Soroptimists, daycare 

and gymnastics school, and various international concerns.  

Her memorial service was held Aug. 10. 
 

Diana Bull died on July 22, at age 83.  A capable, loving  

and resourceful Navy wife, she and her late husband, Lyle, 

were parents of 4 sons, leading to a growing family of 

grandchildren and great-grands.  Diana was an avid bowler, 

bridge player and salmon fisher.  Her memorial service was 

held on July 29. 
 

Abby Chromy died on Aug. 25, at age 92.  A retired nurse,  

she served OHLC as parish nurse for many years and kept a 

sharp eye on staff members’ blood pressure.  A voracious 

reader, she participated in Bible study and book groups.  Her 

memorial service will be held Saturday, Sept. 18, at 2:00 

PM. 
 

Our hearts also go out to Skip & Judy Lycksell and family, 

following the death of his mother, Tess Lycksell.  Tess died peacefully 

at home on August 15, at age 102.  We’re so thankful she had been part 

of our congregation in these last years of her long life!   
 

We also pray for our Lord’s comfort for others who are 

mourning the recent loss of loved ones, including... 
 

...David Allen, following the death of his mother, Lily Cousins; 

...Jamie Polubinski, following the deaths of her mother, Jacqueline 

Cornelius, and her step-brother, Jerome Cornelius;  

...Peg & Dave Fosnaugh, following the death of her uncle Eldon Boyd;  

...Mark & Anita Needler (now living in TN), following the death of 

Mark’s brother Brian, aunt Betty, and aunt Mary, all in Indiana; 

...the many friends and family of former OHLC members Soon 

Kennedy (died 7/18 at age 82) and Lyn Hurst (died 8/22 at age 99).   

 

Northwest Washington Synod 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LiVE for the sake of the world  

 
Living into Vocational Engagement (LiVE) is our latest 

innovative initiative of the Northwest Washington Synod.  Our 
hope is to connect lay leaders in a shared journey of learning 
together, and toward creating community among other congrega-
tional leaders throughout our synod.  We’d like to connect with 
folks in your congregation who are passionate about the church, 
faith formation, mission, and deepening their Christian faith. 

 Living into Vocational Engagement, LiVE, is a lay 
learning community designed to discern and deepen 
callings, personally and congregationally. 

 The project is theologically thoughtful, culturally 
responsive, and communally engaged. 

 Lay leaders are being formed to live from the Spirit and to 
live for the world, and doing it as a synod - walking 
together. 

 Bible Course: Imagining Our Callings with God’s People, 
8 weeks, Thursdays, Sept. 23 – Nov. 8, 6:30-8:00 PM, via 
Zoom. (no class on Oct. 21) 

 Culture Course: Interrogating Privilege, 8 weeks, 
Wednesdays Jan 19 – Mar. 10, 6:30-8:00 PM, via Zoom 
(no class Feb. 16; meet on Thursdays during Lent) 

 Community Course: Practicing Community, 4 half-day 
retreat experiences, (Forming Community, Oct. 16; 
Communal Spiritual Practices, Nov. 20; Dinner Church, 
Feb. 12; Becoming Public Companions, Mar. 26) 

 

Curious?  Want more information?  
Visit the LiVE Project page, 

www.lutheransnw.org/ministries/the-live-project 
  

mailto:live@lutheransnw.org
https://www.lutheransnw.org/ministries/the-live-project
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In Appreciation 
 

 

 

Dearest Friends of the Pregnancy Care Clinic, 
 

Thank you for partnering with us for the Baby Bottle Boomerang 

fundraiser this year!! It has been another successful event for us with 

over 1,100 bottles going out into the community. 
 

Of the 40 bottles given to your church, we have seen 38 of them 

returned to the Clinic. Through your gracious donations we received 

$861.98. We are beyond grateful for your support! 
 

Our year-to-date total for the fundraiser is $34,436.98. WOW!! 

We are blown away by the amazing generosity of this community!  

Next year, we will plan to run the Baby Bottle Boomerang from 

Mother’s Day to Father’s Day as we have done in the past, so look for 

our email late March. Once again, thank you for financially supporting 

this ministry! 

Blessings, 

Melanie James 

Office Administrator 

Pregnancy Care Clinic 

    Oak Harbor 

 

 OHLC’s Morrie Parker serves on the PCC board. 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 

Good Friends   

     at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, 
  

 

I would like to personally 

thank you all for the great support  

you have been to me in the years  

I have been your visitation pastor.   

I have decided to retire because of  

the health issues that I have been struggling  

with.  I have been hindered from providing adequate ministry over the 

past few months and since I am of retirement age, I felt it best to resign 

my call.  
 

 

Sue and I will still be around the church, functioning as 

congregation members in service to Christ with Oak Harbor Lutheran. 

Depending on how well I can stabilize my vestibular migraine, I might 

even be able to return as a paid staff member doing visitation.  
 

 

What I really want you all to know is that you have been a 

delightful congregation to serve.  I really believe that God has blessed us 

with a true, compassionate community in Christ.  I feel that you all have 

been ministers to Sue and to me.   
 

 

So in Christ’s name, blessings to you all, and remember that we 

can do all things in Christ who strengthens us daily. 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Marcus Stroud 

 

 

 

 

 

Skip and Judy Lycksell and family send their thanks for the 

expressions of love and sympathy, heartfelt thoughts and kind words, and 

especially the prayer support from you, the members of their church 

family, following the death of Skip’s mother, Tess Lycksell. 

  

OHLC’s 
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OHLC Women 
Opportunities for fellowship, study & service 

 

 

Blanket Workshop 
 Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, 

Sept. 7 & 8, 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM in the fellowship hall to 

work on tied quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  Newcomers 

are always welcome!  Stop by and take a look at what we’re working on, 

or contact Leona McKee, bcmac68@comcast.net, 360-675-5712.   

Would you like to help but you’re not available at that particular 

time?  We’re also looking for volunteers to machine-sew quilt tops at 

home.  Materials are provided, and don’t worry – the patterns don’t have 

to be complicated!  Contact Leona or make a note on a Sunday morning 

Connection Card if you’re interested. 

 

Women’s Circles meet regularly for Bible study 

and service projects.  (Lydia Circle is currently in 

the throes of preparation for the bazaar!)  

Newcomers are always welcome!  Note the contact 

information provided on these pages or call the 

church office, 360-679-1561, 

 

Deborah Circle 
Deborah Circle will meet each Thursday in September on Zoom 

at 1:00 PM  If you’re interested in being part of this Bible study, contact 

Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com.  All are welcome! 

Note that on Sept. 2 we’re finishing up our study in the 

July/August issue of Gather magazine and after that we’ll be in our new 

study in Isaiah, from The Passionate Life Bible Study Series.  Copies of 

this book will be available in the church office ($7.55; if you’ll be paying 

by check rather than cash, please make it out to Gaye Rodriguey). 

 

9/  2: July/August 2021 Gather magazine, Just L.I.F.E. (Liberation Is 

For Everyone),  pgs. 36-38 
 

9/  9: Isaiah, The Passionate Life Bible Study series, pp. 4-21, 

Introduction 
 

9/16: Lesson 1, A Prophetic Look at Jerusalem and Judah, Is. 1:1- 5:30, 

pp. 22-33 
 

9/23: Lesson 2, God’s Throne and Isaiah’s Calling, Is. 6:1-13, pp. 33-46 

9/30: Lesson 3, The Book of Immanuel, Is. 7:1 – 12:6, pp. 47-62 

Lydia Circle 
Lydia Circle meets on Mondays at 6:00 PM to work on craft 

projects for the upcoming bazaar.  We’ll either be in the fellowship hall 

or the education wing.  Everyone is welcome!  Bring your own craft 

project or join others in completing projects for the bazaar (which is 

coming soon – Saturday, November 6!)  

We’ll start with our new study on the Apostle’s Creed following 

the bazaar, so there’s still plenty of time to get the book. 

For more info about Lydia Circle, contact Peg Fosnaugh, 360-

675-2821, or Mary Brock, mkb1998@comcast.net.  

 

Put it on your calendar: 

Annual Bazaar 
Saturday, November 6 

 

Keep working on those craft projects,  

and remember to set aside a few “much-

loved and gently-used’ Christmas items 

for our Granny’s Attic section! 

Peg Fosnaugh will be calling church 

members again this fall 

 to ask about your bazaar donations! 

 

 

 

    Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for 

September. 

 

   The deadline for articles for the October newsletter is Tuesday, 

September 21.  If your article will be a little late, please contact Martha 

in the church office and she’ll do her best to save you a space. 

 

   The Brotherhood of St. Bernard, OHLC’s men’s Bible study & 

fellowship group, meets on Tuesdays, Sept. 14 & 28 at noon in the 

fellowship hall.  We’re still operating with Covid protocols, so please 

continue to bring your own lunch. 

 

    It’s a boy!  We give thanks for the safe arrival of Loren & Anne 

Wheeler’s grandson Carson, born on July 26 to Becca & Andrew 

Goudreau!  The Goudreau family lives in Bothell. 

   

file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/bcmac68@comcast.net
file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/gaye@tobysuds.com
file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/mkb1998@comcast.net
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His Kids Preschool 
A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church 

 

 

e’re just about to start another exciting school 

year for His Kids Preschool!  Building on the 

foundation of what we learned throughout last 

year’s pandemic experience, we’re keeping the temper-

ature checks and handwashing procedures and wearing 

our masks, but we’re adjusting our social distancing to 

three feet rather than six.  We’re returning to our normal 

(pre-pandemic!) class sizes of 16 students in our 3-day classes and 15 in 

Pre-K Readiness.  And we’ll offer field trips again, starting with a visit to 

the Oak Harbor Public Library in September. 
 

 Our 3-day classes are Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday, 8:45-

11:45 AM, with student drop-off beginning at 8:30 AM, and Monday, 

Tuesday & Wednesday, 1:00-4:00 PM, with student drop-off beginning 

at 12:45. 
 

 Please note that our 2-day Pre-K Readiness Class has a 

schedule change for this school year: Class is Thursday & Friday as 

usual, but the time has been changed to 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM to better 

accommodate our teachers’ schedules.  Drop-off time begins at 9:15. 
 

 Join us in welcoming our 2021-2022 preschool families, and 

please keep them in your prayers.  It’s going to be a great year! 
 

Morning class:  Lila Allen, Kamila Barajas, James Bishop, Natalee 

Bolibaugh, Alice DuBose, Alice Gray, Ryan Harrigan, Cecily Reed, 

Julianna Reed, Amelia Smart, Victoria StoTomas, Chelsie Turner, Claire 

Twitchell, Polly Wendling, Violet Wendling   

Teachers: Ms. Elva & Ms. Michelle 
 

Afternoon class:  Savannah Barrett, Eddie Cadwallader, Oliver Diaz, 

Roslyn Gordon, Dean Hendricks, Olivia Ritter, Katarina Salmons, 

Keyara Scheepers, Sophia Silva, Wyatt Taylor, Camilla Winfield 

Teachers: Ms. Elva & Ms. Michelle 
 

Pre-K Readiness:  Kamila Barajas, Natalee Bolibaugh, Eddie 

Cadwallader, Roslyn Gordon, Ryan Harrigan, Keyara Scheepers, Amelia 

Smart, Wyatt Taylor, Chelsie Turner 

Teachers: Ms. Michelle & Ms. Gaye 
 

 

God’s peace, 

Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Gaye, Ms. Sara 

Bookmarks: Coupeville Book Group 
 

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 7:00 PM 

via Zoom to discuss Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver.  

Discussion will be led by Gaye Rodriguey; contact her 

(gaye@tobysuds.com) if you are interested in receiving the Zoom link or 

have other questions. 
 

“How could two people do everything right in life?” a woman 
asks, “and still end up destitute?”  Willa Knox and her husband 
followed all the rules as responsible parents and professionals, 
and have nothing to show for it but debts and an inherited brick 
house that is falling apart.  The magazine where Willa worked has 
folded; the college where her husband had tenure has closed.  
Their dubious shelter is also the only option for a disabled father-
in-law and an exasperating, free-spirited daughter.  When the 
family’s one success story, an Ivy-educated son, is uprooted by 
tragedy, he seems likely to join them, with dark complications of 
his own. 

 

In another time, a troubled husband and public servant asks, 
“How can a man tell the truth, and be reviled for it?”  A science 
teacher with a passion for honest investigation, Thatcher 
Greenwood finds himself under siege:  His employer forbids him 
to speak of the exciting work just published by Charles Darwin.  
His young bride and social-climbing mother-in-law bristle at the 
risk of scandal, and dismiss his worries that their elegant house is 
unsound.  In a village ostensibly founded as a benevolent Utopia, 
Thatcher wants only to honor his duties, but friendships with a 
woman scientist and a renegade newspaper editor threaten to 
draw him into a vendetta with town’s powerful men.   

 

Unsheltered is the compulsively readable story of two 
families, in two centuries, who live at the corner of Sixth and Plum 
in Vineland, New Jersey, navigating what seems to be the end of 
the world as they know it.  With history as their tantalizing 
background canvas, these characters paint a startlingly relevant 
portrait of life in precarious times, when the foundations of the 
past have failed to prepare us for the future.           Novel, 461 pgs. 

 

Available as a paperback book, ebook, 

downloadable audiobook and audiobook CD.   

W T 

file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/gaye@tobysuds.com
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El Camino de Emaús 
Skagit Valley 

Compassion Ministry 
 

Dear Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, 
 

 Thank you so much for welcoming 

Rosario Aguilar and me at your Sunday  

services on August 22.  We enjoyed connec- 

ting with you and having conversation.  We  

appreciate our long-standing partnership with  

Oak Harbor Lutheran and are very grateful for your support.  I just 

wanted to share a little bit here in this newsletter about what’s going on 

at El Camino and how you can connect.  
 

COVID has changed how we are able to function as a congrega-

tion, and has posed a big challenge to our whole community.  El Camino 

has faced other significant challenges as well.  And yet we believe the 

Spirit is still here, still working and moving.  I’ve been amazed how God 

has opened doors to allow me (Josh) to take this call and move up here 

from Portland with my wife, Marie.  Over the summer, Rosario was very 

involved with the leadership of another very successful Foundation for 

Academic Endeavors STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math) 5-week program for kids in Skagit County in need of educational 

support (many of which are Latinx).  There were 270 kids registered this 

summer!  We sent off three new high school graduates this spring from 

our congregation:  Danny (Daniela) who is planning to study 

microbiology at the University of Idaho, Esme (Esmeralda) who will be 

studying at Seattle Pacific University, and Matteo who is working hard to 

learn to be a chef.  We also have Marcelino going back for his 

sophomore year at Eastern Washington University this fall.  We are very 

proud of all our graduates. 
 

We’d like to invite you to join us for worship any time!  We are 

having services every other week in the Burlington Lutheran Church 

sanctuary at noon and every other week via Zoom at 11 AM.  On 

Sunday, Sept. 5, we’ll meet via Zoom, then on the 12th we’ll be in the 

BLC sanctuary at 12:00 noon, etc.  If you are interested in joining us via 

Zoom, please e-mail me at el.camino.d.emaus@gmail.com and we’ll be 

sure to add you to the e-mail list for the link.  
 

Coming up as of this writing, Marie and I will be participating in 

the Godly Play training in Seattle, Thursday through Saturday, Aug 26-

28.  As a church we’re in conversation with Burlington Lutheran about 

hopefully starting a faith formation process for our grade school kids this 

October, Dios Contigo en El Camino (God with You on the Road) using 

a curriculum that our member Phoebe Smith developed at St. Andrew 

Lutheran in West Chicago, assuming COVID allows it.  
 

Once again, we want to thank the Oak Harbor Lutheran 

community for your support, financial, spiritual, emotional and 

otherwise, and for your partnership through the ups and downs of life. 

We look forward to continuing together in partnership. 

Sincerely, 

Pr. Josh Stromberg-Wojcik, Rosario Aguilar, 

and the El Camino de Emaús community 

 

 

 

Heaps of notebooks and bushels of pencil sharpeners! 
 

hank you for the amazingly generous donations of school supplies 

for School Kits for Lutheran World Relief!  Our bin in the narthex 

has been overflowing with rulers, pairs of scissors, boxes of 

crayons, and the rest of the items on the list. 
 

Our Sunday School classes will help to assemble these items into 

drawstring backpacks on Sunday, October 3 as a service project.  Items 

left over from the fall shipment will serve as a great beginning for our 

next collection! 

     Trudy Decker, chair 

     School Kit project 

T 

mailto:el.camino.d.emaus@gmail.com
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Stephen Ministry: Giving and receiving care 
 

Receiving care: 

Stephen Ministry is for people in need!  The 

pandemic continues to take our congregation into deep 

waters when it comes to our mental health.  How will 

the delta variant affect us?  Is it safe to visit one 

another?  Just when we thought we could put away the 

masks, now we’re having to wear them again...  Com-

bined with never-ending news cycles about wildfires, 

earthquakes, floods, human strife in various forms and all the rest, is it 

any wonder we find ourselves suffering from anxiety or depression? 

Sometimes we find that our circle of friends is not enough to 

help us through troubled times.  Community gatherings may be a burden 

and we long for a gentler, more comforting interaction with people on a 

one-on-basis. 

Stephen Ministers are trained to provide a listening, supportive, 

one-on-one relationship to help through these hard times.  Confiden-

tiality is maintained.  If you feel a Stephen Minister might be of help, 

contact Gaye Rodriguey or Pastor Spencer through the church office, 

360-679-1561, office@oakharborlutheran.org. 

 

Giving care: 

Plans are underway for a new training series for Stephen Minis-

ters at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, most likely to begin in January 

2022.  We already have a healthy list of interested members, but we can 

always take on more.  We are seeking men and women from within the 

congregation who feel called to a ministry of compassionate, active 

listening to those who are enduring pain and isolation in their lives. 

Here is what is required of these volunteers: 

40 hours of training (about 2½ hours per week), beginning in January. 

Availability to help others within the limits of their own time 

commitments. 

Continuing supervision along with a Stephen Minister Leader and 

other commissioned Stephen Ministers. 

Two years commitment to serve, which includes the training. 
 

 If you’re interested in being equipped for this particular service 

and haven’t already done so, please contact Gaye Rodriguey through the 

church office, 360-679-1561, office@oakharborlutheran.org. 

Loving our Neighbors 
 

For a meaningful future,  

Women of the ELCA to focus on anti-racism 
 

omen of the ELCA executive board established strategic 

objectives for the remainder of the 2020-2023 triennium 

focusing on anti-racism.   

Both the objectives and campaign came from a 

task force appointed by churchwide president Lisa 

Plorin at the board’s April 24 meeting.  “Racism is a 

tough subject for many, but with the state our nation is 

in at this time, we feel it’s right to channel the energy 

of our ministry to address this topic.” says Lisa. 

The three strategic objectives are anti-racism awareness-

raising, accompaniment, and advocacy.  With awareness-raising, 

women will educate themselves to see everything through an anti-racism 

lens.  For accompaniment, European decent women will walk in 

solidarity with BIPOC (black, indigenous, people of color) women in the 

struggle for racial equity by developing authentic relationships.  With the 

advocacy focus, women will live out our Lutheran belief that 

government can help advance the common good, focusing specifically on 

anti-racism issues.   

“As the executive board of the Women of the ELCA looked to 

the future, we acknowledge our roots in anti-racism,” said Rev. Vivian 

Thomas-Breitfeld, chair of the strategic planning task force.  Thomas-

Breitfeld said returning to the “hard work of authentic anti-racism felt 

Spirit-led.  We are bold women heeding the call to lead our church into 

authentic anti-racism, that welcomes all people enabling us to become 

the beloved community that God calls us to be.” 

Vice-president Becky Shurson echoed the hope expressed by 

Thomas-Breitfel.  “Because of each executive board member’s 

commitment to anti-racist training, we are on the journey now,” she said.  

“That training  has been one of the greatest gifts this organization has 

given me, and I am grateful.” 
 

Adapted from the Women of the ELCA website, www.womenoftheelca.org,  

and submitted by Gaye Rodriguey 
 

Is God calling you?  The NW WA Synodical Women’s Organization will be 

electing members to serve on the board.  OHLC’s own Gaye Rodriguey is 

the current Vice-President.  Contact her if you’re interested in serving as 
President, Vice-President (2 can serve as co-chairs), Secretary, Treasurer, 

or Member-at-Large. (gaye@tobysuds.com).      

W 

file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/office@oakharborlutheran.org
file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/office@oakharborlutheran.org
file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/www.womenoftheelca.org
file://///OHLC-WKS-01/Martha/Newsletter/gaye@tobysuds.com
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Worship assistants 
September 5 
  8:00 AM  Assisting Minister:  

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud 

10:30 AM  Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger 

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud 

  6:30 PM Presiding:  Pr. Spencer                Cantor: Carol Reafs 

Asst. Min: D. Wysomierski         Keyboard: Kris Bruland 

September 12 
  8:00 AM  Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan   

Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan       Special Music: Duet 

10:30 AM  Assisting Minister: Ken Grigsby 

Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan       Special Music: Duet 

  6:30 PM Presiding:  Pr. Decker                Cantor: Carol Reafs 

Asst. Min: Trudy Decker            Keyboard: Kris Bruland 

September 19 
  8:00 AM  Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf   

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud 

10:30 AM  Assisting Minister: Craig Pedlar 

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud 

  6:30 PM Presiding:  Pr. Decker                 Cantor: Carol Reafs 

Asst. Min: Charles Wardle          Keyboard: Kris Bruland 

September 26 
  8:00 AM  Assisting Minister: Paul Senness  

Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst 

10:30 AM  Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald 

Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst 

  6:30 PM Presiding:  Pr. Spencer                Cantor: Carol Reafs 

Asst. Min: M. Anderson              Keyboard: Kris Bruland 

 

Worship Attendance                   July & August 
Date  8:00 AM  10:30 AM         Coupeville 

June  27     43    51      --  

July    4       57    59      --  

July  11     48    69     18  

July  18   46    42     21 

July  25   46    62     19 

Aug.   1: Picnic service – 100     13 

Aug.   8   26    64     16 

Aug. 15   45    35     12 

Aug. 22    46    42     15  

Avg. Att.   45              53        16     

August 29 will be included in the September statistics 

Average Sunday attendance: 114 

Financial Report                                         July 
 

July                                Year to date 

     Income $  31,433  $ 257,032 

     Outgo     33.895     266,441 

  $   (2,462)  $   (9,409)  
 

 

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations 
September 

  2  Nicolai Frederik Severin Grundvig, 17 Hildegard of Bingen,           

         bishop, renewer  of the Church, 1872  abbess, 1179 

  9  Peter Claver, priest, missionary to  18  Dag Hammarskjold, 

         Colombia, 1654     peacemaker, 1961 

13  John Chrysostom, Bishop of   21  Matthew, Apostle 

        Constantinople, 407            & Evangelist       

14 The Holy Cross   29  Michael and All Angels 

16 Cyprian, bishop of Carthage,           30  Jerome, translator, teacher, 420 

          martyr, c. 258 

 

 

This month’s featured font is Alliance. 
 

 

Labor Day 
During Labor Day weekend worship, many 

congregations bless members of various occupa-

tions.  From painting to parenting, truck driving to 

teaching, from farming to pharmaceutical research, 

work is honored as holy. 

Some might believe that certain jobs — pastor, missionary, 

bishop — are holier than others.  But in his classic book The Practice of 

the Presence of God, Brother Lawrence, a 17th-century Carmelite monk, 

tells of performing even the most common, tedious tasks as holy service 

to God: “I turn the cake that is frying on the pan for love of [God],” he 

wrote.  “It is enough for me to pick up but a straw from the ground for 

the love of God." 

No matter your field of work, remember that any task done in 

God’s name and to his glory is holy. 

       The NewsletterNewsletter, September 2011  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL 
 

CONFERENCES:  Sept. 7 & 8 

CLASSES BEGIN THE WEEK OF SEPT. 13! 

M, T, W: 

8:45-11:45 AM 

1:00-4:00 PM 

Pre-K Readiness Class, Th, F:  
9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

1 

 

 

11:30 OHLC Staff 

2 

 

 

 

1:00 Deborah Circle  

 

6:00 Knitting Group 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

3 4 

5    Blessing of the Back- 

packs, 8:00 & 10:30 

Worship                    8:00 

livestreamed on Facebook 

Worship                  10:30 
 

 
 

Vespers/Coupeville  6:30 

6         Labor Day 

Church office closed 

 

 

 

6:00 Lydia Circle 

 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

7 

 

9:30  Blanket Workshop, 

         to 12:30 

 

 

5:30 Al Anon 

6:30 Cub Scouts 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

8 

9:30  Blanket Workshop, 

         to 12:30 

11:30 OHLC Staff 

7:00 New Member 

        Orientation 

7:30 New Member 

        Welcome/Ice Cream  

        Social 

 

9 

 

 

1:00 Deborah Circle  

4:00 Stephen Ministry 

 

6:00 Knitting Group 

7:00 Council 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

10 11 

12      Rally Sunday 
New Members received 

Worship                    8:00 

livestreamed on Facebook 

Sunday School           9:15 

Worship                  10:30 

Matthew Erickson from 

YoungLife at both svcs. 

Youth/Family Night  6:00 

Vespers/Coupeville  6:30 

13 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Lydia Circle 

7:00 Adult Ed via Zoom 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

14  10:00 Church Mice 

                Stampers 

12:00 Brotherhood of St.  

          Bernard 

5:30 Al Anon 

6:00 CADA Parenting 

6:30 Cub Scouts 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

7:00 Coupeville Book 

        Group, via Zoom 

15 

 

 

11:30 OHLC Staff 

16 

 

 

 

 

1:00 Deborah Circle  

 

 

6:00 Knitting Group 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

17 18 

 

 

 

2:00  Memorial service  

         for Abby Chromy 

19    

Worship                    8:00 

livestreamed on Facebook 

Sunday School           9:15 

Worship                  10:30 

 

 

Vespers/Coupeville  6:30 

20 

 

 

 

6:00 Lydia Circle 

7:00 Adult Ed via Zoom 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

21  Newsletter Deadline 

 

1:00 Whidbey Island 

    Genealogical Searchers 

 

5:30 Al Anon 

6:00 CADA Parenting 

6:30 Cub Scouts 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

22 

 

 

11:30 OHLC Staff 

23 

 

 

1:00 Deborah Circle  

 

 

6:00 Knitting Group 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

24 25 

26  

Worship                    8:00 

livestreamed on Facebook 

Sunday School           9:15 

Worship                  10:30 

 

 

 

Vespers/Coupeville  6:30 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Lydia Circle 

7:00 Adult Ed via Zoom 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

28 

10:00 Church Mice 

          Stampers  

12:00 Brotherhood of St.  

          Bernard 

5:30 Al Anon 

6:00 CADA Parenting 

6:30 Cub Scouts 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

29 

 

 

11:30 OHLC Staff 

30 

 

 

 

1:00 Deborah Circle  

 

 

6:00 Knitting Group 

7:00 North Whidbey NA 

 


