
   

 

August 
2022 

Sunday Morning Worship at 9AM  
In-Person or Online 

Streamed on KASM 1150AM Radio at 1PM 
 

Wednesday night mid-week Worship at 6:30PM 
Join in-person or Facebook live 

 
Vacation Bible School—August 7th—11th 
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Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I’m excited to announce that we will 
be starting a new faith formation 
program this September!  After 
prayerful discernment, our staff has 
decided that it is time to revamp the 
Sunday School program at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran.  For various 
reasons, the Sunday morning time 
has not been working in recent years 
and is in need of some changes. 
 
Beginning this fall, we will be 
offering a Cross+Generational 
program called GIFT (Generations 
In Faith Together).  GIFT will be a 
midweek worship and education 
program for all ages.  The program 
will be on Wednesdays throughout 
the school year and will begin at 5:15 
pm with a meal. 
 
5:15 – 6:00 GIFT Meal (food will be 
available throughout the mealtime, 
arrive when it works for you) 
6:00 – 7:15 GIFT Worship and 
Activities 
 
GIFT is a Cross+Generational 
program.  So, we encourage parents, 
grandparents, relatives to participate 
with their student(s).  Come as a 
family.  Come connect with God.   
Come connect with each other, as we 
navigate this crazy life together. 

We know that with a change like 
this there will be lots of questions.  
So, we have put together a 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
to answer some of your questions.  
The FAQs can be found starting on 
page 8 of this newsletter.  If you 
have further questions, please 
contact me.  I’d welcome a 
conversation with you about this 
exciting new program to grow in 
faith together. 
 

In Christ,  
Pastor Anthony  

You are invited to Worship and 
Picnic in the Park on Sunday, 
August 14th. Worship begins at 
9:00AM at the North Park Pavilion 
(Jaycee’s shelter) followed by a 
potluck picnic. Please bring an 
entrée, side, or dessert to share. 
What type of food should I bring? 
Well, worship will be done around 
10:00AM, so think brunch. And it’s 
a picnic. All paper products, 
utensils, and beverages will be 
provided.  
 
Please note—there will be NO 
worship service in the sanctuary on 
August 14th. Everyone is invited to 
the park.  

Church Picnic & 
Worship 

Sunday August 14 
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Food Truck Party: On A Roll with God! 
 Vacation Bible School 2022 

Sunday August 7th—Thursday August 11th 

Meal served at 5:30PM—Program from 6:00-8:30PM 
Ready to cook up some fun??? 
The Food Trucks begin rolling in 
Sunday, August 7th at 5:30PM 
with a meal followed by lessons, 
crafts and fun from 6:00-8:30PM. 
Each night children are invited to 
pray as Jesus teaches us in 
Matthew 6:11, “Give us this day 
our daily bread.” These words 
serve as a reminder that 
everything we have comes from 
God—and that it’s by turning to 
God in prayer that all of our daily 
needs are met.  
 

Vacation Bible School is for youth 
ages 3 through those that have 
completed 5th grade. Registration 
is open on the church website for 
youth and adult volunteers and 
donations are now being collected. 
Please contact Diana with any 
questions.  

Follow along and learn all about God’s Provisional Love! 
� Sunday 8/7: God Provides Manna  & Quail (Exodus 16) 
� Monday 8/8: Elijah, the Widow, & the Endless Oil (1 Kings 17:8-16) 
� Tuesday 8/9: Daniel & Friends, Obey God and Eat the Good Stuff 

(Daniel 1) 
� Wednesday 8/10: Jesus Feeds the 5,000 Plus (John 6:1-13) 
� Thursday 8/11: Jesus Cooks the Catch of the Day (John 21:1-17) 

ALL ARE INVITED 
TO END VBS IN 

CELEBRATION!!!! 
Everyone is invited to the 
Sanctuary on Thursday evening, 
August 11th, at 6:30PM. The VBS 
crew will be singing songs and 
telling you all about what they 
have learned during their week at 
VBS. Hope you can join us!!!
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Congregational Council 
 

Kyle Evenson, President, Personnel  
kyleev@atsinc.com 
320-260-6452, 320-845-6628 
 

Tim Sands, Vice President  
Worship & Music  
timsands5@gmail.com  
320-291-4593 
 

Pat Johnson, Secretary  
320-266-0661 
patastic317@yahoo.com 
 

Lynda Hartwig, Treasurer  
(bonded), Finance  
mlhartwig@albanytel.com 
320-248-6479 
 

Judy Fischer, Financial Secretary 
(bonded), Cong. Life & Mission, 
jfischer@albanytel.com  
320-250-6452, 320-845-2342 

 

Deb Solarz, WELCA  
drsolarz@albanytel.com  
320-250-0273, 320-845-4534 
 

Deb Feeney  
Welcome & Membership  
dahrenholz@charter.net  
320-260-6666, 320-845-7515 
 

Kelly Orbeck, Education & Youth  
orbeck5@albanytel.com  
320-293-1331, 320-845-4656  
 

Barb Fischer, Personnel  
barbfischer18@gmail.com 
320-267-4290  
 

Angie Burg, Education & Youth 
angie_ahrens23@live.com 
320-260-1039  
 

Hope Aronson 
aronson24@district745.org 
320-282-2139 

The following items are needed this 
month at the Albany Food Shelf:  

 

Kleenex 
Chocolate Cake Mix 

Texting Update 
We have upgraded 
our communication 
system to better 
serve our members 
and enhance the 
ministry of OSLC. So, 
beginning August 8th, we will have 
a new way to keep you connected 
with the various events that are 
happening at Our Savior’s. In 
addition to receiving emails, you 
will soon be able to receive phone 
calls and text messages. To be 
prepared and ready to receive these 
important messages from your 
church, please:  
1. Contact the church office if 

your phone number has 
changed in the last 2 years.  

2. Opt-In to receive text messages 
by sending a text with the word 
“Yes” to 64779 

*The cost of the first year of this service 
has been covered by a generous donor from 
OSLC. Thank you!!! 
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An update from Kristin Wolford, 
missionary to the Dominican Republic 
from June 1, 2022—”A Life 
Transformed”  

Rudy's story is one that makes me 
smile from ear to ear.  Every time I 
walk into Agua Ramas Vivas and see 
Rudy at work, I just have to smile.  I 
am reminded of God's love for each 
of us and what can be accomplished 
when we say "yes" together to God's 
invitation to love and care for one 
another.   
When we met Rudy, he was sitting 
alongside the road in a wheelchair. 
He couldn't walk, couldn't see and 
couldn't tell us why.  He had been 
playing baseball, and he was good - 
expected by many to be signed to a 
professional team.   
Living in the Dominican Republic, we 
hear a lot of heartbreaking stories. 
Rudy's story impacted us in such a 
way that we felt we had to get 
involved.  We met with doctors, found 
a physical therapist, took him to many 
appointments. His feet and legs grew 
stronger, he learned how to manage 
his diabetes, had eye surgery and is 
now getting around with only one 
crutch and working part-time at Agua 
Ramas Vivas. He even rode a bike to 
work the other day!   
Rudy's story is also a reminder of what 
can be accomplished when we work 
together.  Several people contributed  

in important ways to help Rudy get 
back on his feet. Friends from MN 
have also had an impact.  Not long 
ago Marlo and Dee Nelson made a 
donation that helped in a big way.  
Marlo and Dee's home is across the 
cornfield from my childhood home, 
and we attended the same church 
since I was about four years old. 
Marlo was the type of person who 
always made you smile - full of life, 
joy, grace and kindness for everyone 
he met.  Marlo recently passed away 
after battling with his health for 
several years.   
A while back, Marlo and Dee reached 
out to us with the desire to donate 
insulin. We weren't sure how we were 
going to get insulin from MN to the 
DR, but with the help of my mother 
and a mission team from Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, the impactful 
donation made it here just in time.  
The transformation in Rudy's life is 
remarkable.  He's taking care of his 
health; he's a leader in his church; and 
he has a job. He praises God, thanks 
Ramas Vivas and each one of you 
who have contributed something over 
the years whether it's prayer, financial 
donation or supplies. God commands 
us to love one another as He loves 
us.  When we take the time, make the 
effort, and say "yes" to this command, 
lives can be transformed.   
A special thanks to Marlo and Dee 
and family for all their love and 
support over the years.  Please know 
that you are loved and appreciated by 
many - even people here in the 
Dominican Republic who you have 
never met but still have impacted in a 
significant way.  
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Newsletter deadline is 
the 20th of the month!! 

My God Is No Stranger 
 

I’ve never seen God,  
But I know how I feel… 

It’s people like you 
Who make Him so real 

It seems that I pass Him 
So often each day,  

In the face of people 
I meet on my way. 

He’s the stars in the heaven,  
A smile on some face,  

A leaf on a tree,  
Or a rose in a vase.  

He’s winter and autumn 
And summer and spring,  

In short, God is every 
“Real,” and wonderful thing.  

I wish I might meet Him 
Much more than I do… 

I would, if there were more 
People like you! 

By: Helen Steiner Rice 

Midweek 
Summer Worship 
Midweek services will 
continue throughout 
August! This is a great 
alternative to Sunday 
mornings if you are away 
most weekends enjoying the short 
Minnesota summer! These midweek 
services are more casual/informal 
and we always conclude our service 
with ice cream!! There will also be 
family activities led by Diana during 
fellowship time! On the fourth 
Wednesday of each month, weather 
permitting, we will worship on the 
patio.  

Join us Wednesdays at 6:30pm. 
Fellowship with Ice Cream to 

follow!  

August Worship Volunteers 

 Lesson Reader Audio/Visual 

9am Sunday, August 7th  Sandy Paulsen Lisa Beuning & Jerry Stark 

9am Sunday, August 14th Barb Fischer N/A—Church Picnic 

9am Sunday, August 21st Paul Fauk 
Matt Eggert & Matthew 

Rafteseth 

9am Sunday, August 28th Denise Croatt 
Kevin Beuning & Pat 

Johnson 
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GIFT - Frequently Asked Ques ons 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Worship. Learn. Connect. Serve. 

When will GIFT be offered? 
GIFT begins on Wednesday, September 14th and will be on Wednesday 
evenings throughout the school year. 
 

Who can a end GIFT? 
Anyone of any age is welcome at GIFT.  This is a Cross+Genera onal 
program.  We welcome and encourage parents and guardians to stay and 
par cipate with their student(s). 
 

What is the schedule for GIFT? 
We begin with a meal at 5:15pm and conclude by 7:15pm.  The food for 
the meal will be available throughout the meal me.  So, arrive whenever 
it works best for you.  We encourage families to share in a meal together. 
 5:15 – 6:00 GIFT Meal 
 6:00 – 7:15 GIFT Worship and Ac vi es 
 

What about confirma on students? 
GIFT includes all of our confirma on students and their families.  Please 
plan on a ending GIFT, as this is your confirma on class. 
 

This sounds like fun, but I have no children in school, can I s ll come? 
Absolutely!  All ages are welcome. 
 

How do I register our family for GIFT? 
Registra on will open by mid-August.  Will you be able to register online 
at www.oursaviorslutheranalbany.org/gi .  
 

Will GIFT worship be the same as Sunday worship? 
No, it will look and feel completely different.  Different music.  Different 
Bible stories.  So, you are welcome to come to both. 
 

Will there s ll be a children’s message on Sunday mornings? 
Yes, we value the presence and par cipa on of children in all of our 
worship services.  A children’s message will be offered when children are 
present on Sunday mornings. 
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Financial Summary as of  June 30, 2022 

Is there a cost for a ending GIFT? 
No, there are no registra on fees.  However, if you find GIFT to be of 
value in your faith journey and you are in a posi on to give of your 
finances, you can do so by pu ng cash or a check in a dona on basket at 
GIFT, or by dona ng online at www.oursaviorslutheranalbany.org/give. 
Thank you! 
 

Do you need help with meals? 
Yes, we could use more volunteers for providing, preparing, and/or 
serving meals.  Visit www.oursaviorslutheranalbany.org/gi  to sign up. 

 

A/V Booth Upgrade 
On June 20th, a crew from 
Pundsack Cabinets arrived to begin 
removing the old A/V Booth and 
installing the new one. Since the 
majority of the project was 
constructed off-site in their shop, 
the installation was quick! Within 
two days, they had it nearly 
completed. All that is left now is 
lots of wiring, which will take some 
time. Stop by and check out the new 
and improved A/V Booth! 
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August 2022 
Depression 

“If we know anything about God, we know He comes close to those who 
suffer. So, keep your eyes open for Him.”                     

 — Edward T. Welch, Ph.D 
 
 

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave 
you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 
 

— Deuteronomy 31:8 
 

“The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all 
their troubles.”  

— Psalm 34:17 
 
 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.”   

        — 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
 

 
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift 
you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”  
  

           — 1 Peter 5:6-7 
 

 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”   
 

           — Jeremiah 29:11 
 
 

Dearest Heavenly Father, you are our refuge in good and bad times. Please 
bring mercy, peace and comfort to us who face depression and pain. Help us 
to realize that YOU bring joy and everlasting peace. Walk with us down the 
difficult paths and rough times. Help us to reach out to you in our journey 
on this earth. Let us focus on our blessings and not misfortunes. Thank you 
for hearing and answering our prayers.  
In the Name of our Risen Lord, Jesus the Christ, Amen.  

Prayer 
Box 



 12 

 

Vo
l. 

28
, N

o.
 8

 

A
D

D
RE

SS
 S

ER
VI

C
E 

RE
Q

U
ES

TE
D

 

Su
nd

ay
 M

or
ni

ng
 W

or
sh

ip
 a

t 9
A

M
—

Jo
in

   
  

In
-P

er
so

n 
or

 O
nl

in
e.

 B
ro

ad
ca

st
 o

n 
K

A
SM

 
11

50
A

M
 R

ad
io

 a
t 1

PM
 e

ac
h 

Su
nd

ay
 

 M
id

w
ee

k 
Se

rv
ic

e 
& 

Ic
e 

C
re

am
 S

oc
ial

 
Ea

ch
 W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 a
t 6

:3
0P

M
 

 Pa
st

or
: A

nt
ho

ny
 C

hr
ist

of
fe

ls 
 

C
el

l: 
50

7-
84

8-
00

17
/p

as
to

r.o
slc

24
05

@
gm

ail
.c

om
  

 M
in

ist
ry

 A
ss

oc
iat

e 
fo

r 
Yo

ut
h 

& 
Fa

m
ili

es
:  

D
ian

a 
Br

ow
n—

di
an

a.o
slc

@
gm

ail
.c

om
 

 D
ire

ct
or

 o
f M

us
ic

 M
in

ist
ry

: M
ik

e 
A

ro
ns

on
 

 A
dm

in
ist

ra
tiv

e 
A

ss
ist

an
t: 

A
ng

ie
 M

os
m

an
 

 C
us

to
di

an
s: 

Be
st

m
an

 &
 Jo

se
ph

in
e 

D
en

ni
s 

 C
hu

rc
h 

O
ffi

ce
 H

ou
rs

:  
M

on
da

y-
Th

ur
sd

ay
 fr

om
 9

am
-1

pm
  

 ou
rs

av
io

rs
@

alb
an

yt
el

.c
om

 
w

w
w

.O
ur

Sa
vio

rs
Lu

th
er

an
A

lb
an

y.
or

g 
O

ffi
ce

: (
32

0)
 8

45
-2

40
5 


	8 2022 Newsletter Calendar
	8 2022 Newsletter

