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During the week of September 18, 2022, students had the opportunity to attend
the NASP Annual Meeting & Expo in-person for the first time since the COVID-
19 pandemic! The sessions throughout the conference included various
perspectives such as patient experience, clinical, operational, and regulatory. 

The conference was kicked off with the Student Programming track. The
session allowed students to gather and learn about the basics of Specialty
Pharmacy. In addition, during the “Careers In Specialty Pharmacy” session,
students were able to connect with a panel of speakers from different settings
within the field. The program also informed students about “10 Things to Know
About Specialty Pharmacy,” including concepts about biologics, limited
distribution drugs, and medical and pharmacy benefits.

From the perspective of patient experiences, the session “Developing Impactful
Relationships With Caregivers” helped highlight how the world of healthcare from a perspective aside from the
patient’s. It showed how small changes, such as the use of a non-safety cap on a vial or the use of bigger vials
for better division of a monthly supply, build up and make a difference in not only a patient’s life, but also their
caregivers’. The session further emphasized the need to be more compassionate towards both the patients and
their caregivers, as well as acknowledging the management of chronic diseases involves more than just the
patient themselves. This session highlighted how pharmacists are able to make small changes to have a drastic
impact on the patient’s quality of life. 

Students were also able to learn about important clinical updates in the specialty pharmacy field. “Exploring the
New Generation of Precision Medicine” highlighted the concept of pharmacogenomic testing and its importance 
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From left to right: Macy Meng, Kassidy Hubert, Arjun Narain, Lydia Lee,
Gabrielle Graca

Right after an invigorating networking session!

as a tool in understanding how a patient’s
genes would affect their response to
certain medications prior to even trialing
on the medication. From the Hematology
session, information was provided on
hematologic agents that were FDA
approved via the FDA Accelerated
Approval Program, which allows for earlier
approval of medications that treat serious
conditions and fill unmet medical needs
based on surrogate markers. From the
Inflammatory Disease session, various
trials were referenced to provide a
comprehensive update to the latest
changes to the disease states. From the
“We’ve Got Nerve” session, students got
exposed to the psychiatry and neurology
subjects that were taught minimally in
school. Moreover, various pipeline
updates were provided and such
information enlightened students. These
are invaluable information and
experiences that students would not have
been able to obtain from a typical course
curriculum. As such, students may utilize
these clinical updates to initiate
conversations when communicating with
a potential future employer at networking
events.

From an operational perspective, the session on “Addressing Staffing Shortages and Burnout in Specialty
Pharmacy” placed a great emphasis on training and developing career tracks to ensure the retention of staff, as
well as valuing employee health, wellbeing and engagement. Showcasing multiple ways students can assess a
company’s hiring offer.  
The session on “Synergizing Specialty, Ambulatory Infusions, and Home Infusion Pharmacy” also highlighted
companies’ future expectation of staff having cross-trained pharmacy department skillsets. Furthermore,
“Taking Data Capabilities to the Next Level for Value-Based Care” highlighted future pharmacy reimbursement
changing to getting paid for clinical outcomes rather than only getting paid for the medication dispensed. As the
healthcare industry is shifting to a value-based care model, employers may be looking for additional skill sets in
their future employees. 

From a regulatory perspective, the “Trends in Accessing Patient Financial Assistance” displayed two prominent
ways copay accumulator adjustment programs (CAAPs) are designed, as either copay accumulator or copay
maximizer. The copay accumulator model ensures that the manufacturer copay assistance program does not
count toward the patient’s deductible. Whereas, the copay maximizer model is created to use up the
manufacturer’s copay assistance card or assistance program. Additionally, the “Roles of State, Federal Laws in 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2022CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2022  
RON BOOKMAN SCHOLARSHIPRON BOOKMAN SCHOLARSHIP

AWARD WINNERSAWARD WINNERS
The NASP scholarship program is named in honor of our beloved colleague and friend Ron

Bookman, who unexpectedly passed away in March 2019. Ron was well known and
respected for his leadership, mentorship, and dedication to the specialty pharmacy industry.

Due to the generous support of Onco360 Oncology Pharmacy, NASP was able to award
$2,500 scholarships to three deserving students. The 2022 recipients are:

Lauren Ozier, University of Kentucky
Raye Mutcherson, University of Connecticut School of Pharmacy

Chelsea Keating, Oregon Health and Science University

From left to right: Lydia Lee, Macy Meng, Michael Grosshans

Showing off the new NASP logo!

Payer Contract” taught students that a written
policy is needed when reducing or waiving
payments for patients on Medicare costs as
issues may arise when the pharmacy is being
audited. These sessions not only educated
students about different reimbursement
models but also about best pharmacy
practices.

A plethora of information was delivered at the
NASP Annual Meeting & Expo in Orlando, FL
this year. Many students who attended the
NASP Annual Meeting & Expo not only gained
new insights and knowledge on specialty
pharmacy, but also made many connections
from networking with current clinical
pharmacists and specialists. Students are highly
encouraged to join us for the next NASP Annual
Meeting & Expo in Grapevine, TX, next year!
Reach out to any of our members on the NASP-
SASP National Executive Committee if you have
any questions or concerns with regards to
attending the NASP 2023 Annual Meeting &
Expo. 
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HEAR FROM OUR MEMBERS!

This experience allowed me to expand my option for a career in pharmacy, it
demonstrates to me that pharmacy is not only community or hospital based there
are so many options for work opportunities that I was so grateful to experience in

NASP convention 2022!

Read about what students have to say about NASP 10th Annual Meeting and Expo!

This NASP Annual Meeting & Expo has allowed me to bridge the gap between
multiple professionals in healthcare. From directors of pharmacies, MSLs in the

industry, infusion pharmacists, and even developers of innovative medical devices.
I’m excited to where NASP takes me next year.

BRIANA SANCHEZ

RYAN TRAN

 I was able to connect with peers and stakeholders in specialty pharmacy. This
expanded my field of view on the space and opened my eyes to all the exciting

ways to cultivate my career as a pharmacist.

ARJUN NARAIN

I had the opportunity to make connections with an array of employers in the
industry and meet pharmacists who were excited to share their career path and

advice with me. This was an incredible opportunity for somebody like me who is in
their last year of pharmacy school and seeking job opportunities.

KASSIDY HUBERT

MICHAEL GROSSHANS

The NASP Annual Meeting & Expo introduced me to the great people that are a
part of the specialty pharmacy industry. All of the sessions that I attended were
extremely informative and helped me understand the latest innovative trends in
the specialty pharmacy space. I am already excited for next year's NASP Annual

Meeting & Expo in Texas!

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2 V O L .  5



This experience allowed me to network with outstanding stakeholders involved
in specialty pharmacy and other students from schools around the country. In
addition, I had the honor to co-present with Dr. Jordan Almazan at the student
programming, represent the Hispanic community and talk about key specialty

pharmacy topics. The NASP Annual Meeting allowed me to expand my
knowledge and learn the importance of specialty pharmacy and how it improves

patients' lives; it also woke my interest in pursuing this career path after
graduation.

LETICIA MARTINEZ

I am extremely glad I attended the NASP Annual Meeting & Expo. I was not only
able to further my understanding of specialty pharmacy but also network with

working professionals. I can now confidently say my specialty pharmacy horizon
has expanded and I have obtained mentors I previously could not have connected

with. To students who are hesitant to attend next year's NASP Annual Meeting &
Expo, I can not emphasize the benefits of attending the conference enough.

MACY MENG

Attending the 2022 NASP Annual Meeting & Expo was such a rewarding
experience. I was fortunate enough to have the privilege of not only being a

presenter for the student programming session, but attending also allowed me
to be able to network with so many professionals in the realm of specialty. This
NASP Annual Meeting & Expo has furthered my love for specialty and solidified

my decision to enter the field upon my 2023 graduation!

KYLE ZACKERY

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT NASP ANNUAL
MEETING AND EXPO!

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT NASP ANNUAL
MEETING AND EXPO!

September 18-21, 2023
Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention Center

Grapevine, Texas
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Looking for More Information?
Click each icon to join our LinkedIn group or visit our webpage! 

We need your help!

Let's Connect and Share on LinkedIn
NASP-SASP has been on LinkedIn for just under a year! We invite you to join the

group where we will share updates, scholarship opportunities, webinars, and other
things relating to students in specialty pharmacy. This is a great place to learn more

about SASP, be up to date on all we offer as a national organization and network
with other students from different pharmacy schools!

Future issues of The Student Script will be almost entirely student-driven and we hope
that you will join our efforts! Be sure to take pictures at your events and send them in if

you'd like your chapter to be included in this nationally distributed newsletter.
Additionally, we would also like to invite you all to contact the National Executive

committee about contributing to the next issue of The Student Script with your own piece
of writing! Topics can range anywhere from educational pieces about specialty disease

states to recognition of individual chapters or students for the incredible accomplishments
they have had in the field of specialty pharmacy. For more information, please email the

NASP-SASP NEC Director of Social Media and Marketing at lokhaych@buffalo.edu

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8890289/
https://naspnet.org/about/student-chapter

