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Call for Applications 2022 

Graduate Student Research Assistant 
Monitoring and Evaluating Climate Communication and Education Project, 
University of Saskatchewan 

The MECCE Project is an international research partnership with the goal of advancing global climate 
literacy and action through improved quality and quantity of climate change communication and 
education (CCE). The MECCE Project partnership includes over 100 scholars and organizations, 
including an Advisory Committee comprised of the IPCC, UNESCO, UNFCCC, and UNESCO Global 
Education Monitoring Report. This 6-year, $4.5 million Partnership Grant is largely funded by the 
Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, hosted by the University of 
Saskatchewan, and directed by Prof. Marcia McKenzie. 

The MECCE Project aims to increase context-informed understandings of quality CCE in policy and 
practice, as well as to provide global data to support governmental and intergovernmental 
benchmarking, target setting, and progress in quantity of CCE provision. The Project addresses these 
aims through three Axes of activities: 1) Case Studies, to increase the quality of CCE through 
generating novel understandings of quality CCE based on synthesized literature and select case 
studies; 2) Indicator Development, to increase the quantity of quality CCE through developing new 
datasets and indicators to support global CCE target-setting and monitoring; and 3) Knowledge 
Mobilization, to contribute high impact research-based deliverables for key partners and audiences to 
advance policy and practice. 

See www.mecce.ca for more information. 

Role Description & Qualifications 
The project’s University of Saskatchewan branch is currently seeking a Graduate Student Research 
Assistant to contribute to the MECCE Project. 

This position may be filled as either a funded thesis-based graduate student or as a paid research 
assistant. Ideally, the candidate will conduct their thesis on a component of the MECCE Project’s 
research program. However, this position may also be done as a paid Research Assistantship. 

The successful candidate will work weekly research assistant hours as part of their scholarly training. 
Responsibilities will vary but may include: (1) carrying out data collection; (2) data entry and 
management; (3) contributing to data analyses; (4) publication writing; and (5) other clerical and 
organizational duties as required. 

Education: A Bachelor or Master’s degree is required and students must be currently enrolled or 
applying to a graduate program at the University of Saskatchewan. 

Experience: Candidates should have knowledge and experience in conducting research; familiarity 
with research methods; and experience interacting with collaborators and working with 
multidisciplinary teams. Preference will be given to candidates a) with a background in climate change 
or environmental education policy, indicator development, and/or intergovernmental processes; and 
b) who are considering a thesis in the area of climate change education, which could draw on planned 
MECCE Project activities and outcomes.

http://www.mecce.ca/


 
www.mecce.ca 
@SEPNetwork 

 
Skills: Candidates should possess excellent interpersonal and communication skills (written and 
verbal); the ability to work productively, both individually and in groups; and the ability to work 
independently, following timelines to complete work in an efficient manner. Fluency in a language 
additional to English is considered an asset. 
 
Conditions: Students interested in doing their thesis research with the MECCE Project will undertake 
12 research assistant hours/week on the project, in addition to undertaking their thesis research on 
one aspect of the project. Graduate student researcher stipends are $17,500 for Master’s 
students and $21,500 for PhD students. Up to two years of funding is available for Master’s students 
and up to three years of funding is available for PhD students. Students are expected to complete 
their thesis research on the project during this period. 
 
Students working on the project as a paid Research Assistant will work 12-20 hours per week, with 
some flexibility in work hours. Hourly pay will correspond to rates outlined in the PSAC Collective 
Agreement. 
 
Remote work is possible, given office space limitations due to Covid-19. The continuation of the 
appointment is dependent upon satisfactory performance and availability of funding. 
 
Please submit a Curriculum Vitae detailing your education, awards, publications, research experience, 
and a writing sample (e.g., sample paper) to the address below (please include the words ‘MECCE 
USask RA’ in the email subject line) to: 
 

Nicola Chopin  
Project Manager 
nicola.chopin@usask.ca 

 
Application review will continue until the position is filled. The position is expected to begin as soon 
as possible. Only those selected for an interview will be notified. 
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