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Ely Cathedral is a magnificent Romanesque cathedral with 
origins dating back to AD 673. The Cathedral dominates the 
surrounding area and is commonly called the “Ship of the 
Fens’” because of its visibility in Ely. The cathedral has been 
a place of worship since the 7th century. The vast chapel is 
known for it’s entrancing ceiling and towers that soar high 
above the city displaying shimmering colours.

Ely Cathedral

The Great Britain Choral Festival - An Atlantic Bridge is 
a celebration of classic cathedral choral music to English 
and American folksongs. A journey to Britain is a discovery 
of our own past and this experience will be enhanced by 
the sharing of music with an appreciative and enthusiastic 
audience in Ely Cathedral.

The Festival will take place July 1 - 5, 2023, and will feature 
mixed-voice choirs and individual singers from a variety 
of backgrounds to sing en masse. Singers will participate 
in three days of rehearsals culminating in a grand finale 
performance in the historic Ely Cathedral. Participants will 
have the opportunity to tour in and around Ely in beautiful 
and historic cities such as London, Cambridge, Stratford, 
Edinburgh, and more!

The festival chorus will be under the direction of Stan 
Engebretson, Artistic Director for the National Philharmonic 
Chorale and Craig Jessop, Former Director of the Tabernacle 
Choir & Orchestra at Temple Square.

An Atlantic Bridge



Suggested Itinerary

• Depart via scheduled air service to London, England
Day One: Friday, June 30, 2023

Day Two: Saturday, July 1

Day Three: Sunday, July 2

Day Four: Monday, July 3

Day Five: Tuesday, July 4

Day Six: Wednesday, July 5

• Arrive in 
• Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to awaiting 

chartered motorcoach 
• Enjoy a panoramic tour of London’s highlights. See famous land-

marks including Whitehall and Trafalgar Square with Nelson’s Col-
umn, and Buckingham Palace, where you might see the Changing of 
the Guard, etc.

• Transfer to Cambridge for late afternoon hotel check-in
• Welcome Dinner included, and overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel 
• Morning Rehearsal
• Festival Welcome Lunch
• Afternoon visit to Wimpole Estate.  The Mansion at the heart of the 

estate is evidence of Elsie Bambridge’s success in creating a home. 
Intimate rooms contrast with beautiful and unexpected Georgian 
interiors, including Soane’s breathtaking Yellow Drawing Room and 
wonderful plunge bath

• Dinner on own
• Evening Rehearsal
• Return to the hotel for overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel
• Morning Rehearsal
• Lunch, on own
• Visit King’s College and King’s College Chapel, which was built 

between 1446 and 1515. It is particularly famous for its vaulted 
roof, which weighs an enormous 2,000 tons! In addition, the stalls 
and screen are very fine. The Choir of King’s College Cambridge 
is famous throughout the world, due to their many recordings and 
highly televised Christmas service ‘Carols from King’s’

• Dinner included
• Evening Rehearsal
• Return to the hotel for overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel 
• Enjoy a guided tour of Ely, a small but charming city dominated by 

monastic buildings, many medieval house and a jaw-dropping cathe-
dral, which has its origins in 672 AD when St. Ethelreda built an Ab-
bey Church. Highly regarded by historians and architects from all over 
the world for its beauty and size, Ely Cathedral is the only UK build-
ing to be listed as one of the “Seven Wonders of the Middle Ages”

• Lunch, on own
• Afternoon dress rehearsal
• Dinner at a local restaurant
• Great Britain Choral Festival Finale Concert
• Return to the Cambridge for overnight

• Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out
• Transfer to the London Airport for return flight home 



Additional Itinerary Options
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Music Celebrations International knows that many choirs singing in the festival will want to stay in Great Britain afterwards to 
explore and experience some of the many musically and culturally significant towns and cities in the area. MCI is also able to help 
balanced choirs perform in stand-alone concerts as part of the American Celebration of Music in Europe.  
 
The following are three examples of possible pre-festival tours to consider. Remember that MCI is more than happy to use these 
itineraries as a starting point to then create a completely customized tour for your choir.

Arrive in London and spend two extra nights in one of Europe’s most popular cities. Take 
a guided tour of London that includes the residential and shopping districts of Kensington 
and Knightsbridge. Visit Buckingham Palace for a chance to see the Changing of the Guard. 
Lunchtime recital as part of the American Celebration of Music in Britain. Enjoy an afternoon 
Thames River Cruise. A West End Theater Show can be arranged at an additional cost. Also 
visit Windsor Castle which is England’s largest castle still used by the Royal Family today. Con-
tinue to Cambridge to participate in the Great Britain Choral Festival.

Arrive in London and Coventry. En route visit Christchurch College at Oxford University. 
With over 500 years of history and an introduction into modern popular culture, Oxford 
University’s Christchurch College means different things to different people. Take a full-day 
excursion to Stratford-upon-Avon. Enjoy a guided tour of the Shakespeare properties includ-
ing Anne Hathaway’s Cottage and Holy Trinity Church. Performance as part of the American 
Celebration of Music. Transfer to London via the Costwolds. The Costwolds are a range of 
gently rolling hills and the largest area of outstanding natural beauty in England. Take a guided 
tour of London which includes seeing Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, and Buckingham 
Palace. Lunchtime recital as part of the American Celebration of Music in Britain. Enjoy an 
afternoon cruise on the Thames River. Transfer to Cambridge via Windsor for a tour of the 
Castle. Continue to Cambridge to participate in the Great Britain Choral Festival.

Arrive in London and transfer to Cardiff. Stop at Stonehenge and marvel at Europe’s most 
famous prehistoric monument. Enjoy a tour of Cardiff Castle and visit the Museum of Welsh 
Life where you will travel back in time and experience life in Wales many years ago. Perform as 
part of the American Celebration of Music in Britain. Transfer to the ancient Roman town of 
Bath, established in the first century AD, with a great religious spa at its heart. Sing a recital 
in Bath Abbey. Enjoy a visit to the Roman Baths. Transfer to London. Tour London’s resi-
dential and shopping districts and visit Westminster Abbey, Trafalgar Square, and Buckingham 
Palace. Lunchtime recital as part of the American Celebration of Music in Britain. Transfer to 
Cambridge with a stop at Windsor Castle. Continue to Cambridge to participate in the Great 
Britain Choral Festival. 

Tour 2 - London (add two nights)

Tour 3 - London / Stonehenge / Cardiff  / Bath (add four nights)

Tour 4 - London / Coventry / Stratford /  (add four nights)


