
KEVIN GREENWOOD – Village of Liverpool Police Department 

The Village of Liverpool is a suburb located 2 miles outside of the City of Syracuse in 

Onondaga County. The Village has a population of approximately 2500 residents and is 

approximately .08 square miles with 10 miles of roadway. The Village adjoins Onondaga Lake 

Park, which is a very popular tourist and recreational destination. Onondaga Lake Park attracts 

approximately 1.2 million people every year. The village also hosts many special events in the 

Village parks during the year, with as many as fifteen per month during the summer. 

Police Officer Kevin Greenwood is an asset to the Liverpool Police Department. Officer 

Greenwood began his career with the Liverpool PD on February 28, 2017. Officer Greenwood’s 

primary tour of duty is “A” watch, which covers 10pm to 6am. Officer Greenwood realizes the 

importance of traffic enforcement and how enforcement benefits the community. He realizes 

that traffic enforcement and education reduces crashes.  

Officer Greenwood conducted 1541 traffic stops resulting in 1626 traffic citations issued in 

2018. He arrested 43 individuals for DWI, of which 12 were Aggravated DWI.  He also had 13 

Criminal Possession Controlled Substance arrests resulting from traffic stops. One outstanding 

stop resulted in the seizure of 10.9 ounces of marihuana, LSD paper, 16.4 grams of cocaine, 1.3 

grams of heroin, edible marihuana and hash oil with a total estimated value of $9,491.00.  

Officer Greenwood also recognizes the importance of educating the public related to traffic 

safety. He issued numerous warnings to motorists as well educating them regarding their 

infractions. He has conducted presentations in schools and participated in the Onondaga County 

Traffic Safety Board's Operation Safe Stop press conference. 

Congratulations Officer Kevin Greenwood of the Village of Liverpool Police Department. 

  



DAVID RUHMEL – Horseheads Police Department 

Officer Ruhmel has led the department for many years with his aggressive patrols and impaired 

driving arrests. In 2018 Officer Ruhmel was the arresting officer for 14 of 30 arrests in the 

department.  Officer Ruhmel was the first responding officer to a double fatal motor vehicle 

crash on July 10, 2018 in which a motorcycle (operator and passenger) was struck head on by 

an 18 year old operating a car (with 3 other passengers), killing the motorcycle operator and 

passenger. The 18 year old operator of the car was under the influence of marijuana and had 

been using marijuana most of the day. Due to the diligence of Officer Ruhmel’s response and 

investigation, the 18 year old was recently indicted for vehicular manslaughter 2nd, 2 counts of 

vehicular manslaughter 3rd, and DWAI Drugs. The case is now pending trial.  

Officer Ruhmel is an outstanding officer and a role model to younger officers in the department.  

Congratulations Officer David Ruhmel of the Horseheads Police Department. 

  



TROOPER CARL SCHNEIDER – New York State Police, Troop D 

Trooper Carl Schneider is an exceptional Trooper. Trooper Schneider is well rounded; works 

well with others and works hard every day, every shift. Trooper Schneider has not only made 37 

impaired driving arrests, but has assisted in substantially more arrests. Trooper Schneider only 

has three years on the job, but is a leader among his peers and leads by example through his 

work ethic, positive attitude and proactive enforcement. 

Congratulations Trooper Carl Schneider of the New York State Police, Troop D. 

  



OFFICER DENNIS BROWN – Salamanca Police Department 

Officer Brown has been employed for the Salamanca Police Department for about 2 ½ years 

and has 160 DWI arrests during that time: 74 of these arrests occurred in 2018. Officer Brown 

is a force to be reckoned with in the courtroom; defense attorneys are realizing that Officer 

Brown is a formidable opponent during hearings resulting from his DWI arrests. He is also an 

articulate and favorable role model for other Officers who happen to witness his arrests: his 

mentoring makes all who experience his arrests more proficient at them as well. Since the day 

he was hired by Salamanca Police Department, Officer Brown has made a significant dent in 

impaired driving arrests in Cattaraugus County. Officer Dennis Brown single-handedly made 

19.68% of all DWI arrests in 2018. This means that of the nearly 200 Police Officers working 

in the county during the year, he made 1/5 of all misdemeanor and felony DWI arrests for 

alcohol and drugs in every month of his employ. Some of the hardest working and most talented 

DWI officers achieve only between 5-7% of the DWI County totals. Officer Brown 

accomplished this feat while making dozens of other arrests as well. Officer Brown is also a 

newly certified Drug Recognition Expert. 

Congratulations Officer Dennis Brown of the Salamanca Police Department. 

  



SERGEANT FRANK CARAMANICA – Amityville Village Police Department 

Sergeant Frank Caramanica has now completed 10 years of police service in the Village of 

Amityville. During that time he consistently has enforced DWI and DWI Drug laws. This past 

year Frank made 9 DWI arrests during 6 months of night patrol. During his 9 years of patrol 

Frank has amassed 62 DWI arrests. Frank is a credit to the Amityville Village Police 

Department and works tirelessly to save lives and make the neighborhoods safer. 

Congratulations Sergeant Frank Caramanica of the Amityville Village Police Department.   

Unfortunately, Sergeant Caramanica is unable to attend the banquet today. 

  



TROOPER BRIAN RUSSELL – New York State Police Troop G 

Trooper Brian Russell is assigned to SP Chestertown in northern Warren County. The patrol 

area consists of summer vacation and camping areas as well as small town rural areas. These 

towns are heavily populated in the summer months but are much less so the rest of the year. 

Trooper Russell's enforcement activity is exceptional. During the 10 years prior to his 

assignment at SP Chestertown, the entire station averaged 38 DWI arrests per year. Trooper 

Russell made 42 DWI/DWAI arrests in 2018. This is by far the most DWI arrests at SP 

Chestertown and the second most DWI arrests in all of Troop G, Zone 2 (which includes all 

Troopers in Warren, Washington and Saratoga Counties). On top of that, he led the station in 

V&T enforcement and penal law arrests. He was among the top 5 Troopers in the entire zone 

with 162 penal law arrests. Some of Trooper Russell's patrol assignments in 2018 included 

areas within Saratoga County, and there is no doubt that Trooper Russell's hard work is making 

a difference and is saving lives.  

Congratulations Trooper Brian Russell of the New York State Police, Troop G. 

  



TROOPER DONALD P. SAVINO, JR. – New York State Police Troop F 

Trooper Savino is assigned to SP Coxsackie Patrol. Trooper Savino is very active in efforts to 

remove Intoxicated or Impaired drivers from the roads. Trooper Savino’s activity spans all the 

responsibility of a Trooper on patrol. In addition to his 94 arrests for intoxicated or impaired 

drivers in 2018, he issued 713 summonses and made 115 Penal law arrests and investigated 

hundreds of incidents. In addition to his patrol duties, Trooper Savino is a Field Training 

Officer responsible for training and evaluating new Troopers as they learn to apply the 

knowledge they received in the Academy. 

Trooper Savino’s hard work and intense effort has resulted in him receiving 11 Commendation 

letters for DWI enforcement in 2018 alone. For his efforts in 2017 he received the 2nd place 

award from Stop DWI for Greene County. Trooper Savino’s hard work and effort over the last 

few years has helped to make New York’s roads safer.  

Congratulations Trooper Donald P. Savino, Jr., of the New York State Police, Troop F. 

  



TROOPER JONATHAN L. FAUGH – New York State Police Troop E 

Trooper Jonathan Faugh is stationed at SP Rochester, whose patrol area covers all of Monroe 

County.  During his tenure at SP Rochester, Trooper Faugh has continually been a leader in 

both intoxicated and impaired driving arrests as well as overall Vehicle & Traffic arrests.  In 

2018, Trooper Faugh made 47 arrests for intoxicated and impaired driving while also issuing 

858 traffic tickets.  Trooper Faugh also made 7 drug interdiction arrests as well as making 22 

Felony arrests.  Trooper Faugh is a certified Drug Recognition Expert in New York State as 

well as being a DRE instructor, so in addition to his own patrol efforts he also assists his fellow 

troopers and other members of the law enforcement in removing impaired drivers from the 

roadways.  Trooper Faugh continually gives back to his community by being the assistant fire 

chief for the town of Rush where he has served for many years.   This year, Trooper Faugh was 

additionally honored by the Mothers against Drunk Driving and the Monroe County STOP 

DWI Program for his continued efforts with DWI arrests. 

Congratulations Trooper Jonathan L. Faugh of the New York State Police Troop E 

  



TROOPER MALINTHA HEWAGE – New York State Police Troop T 

(Mal-in-tha  Hew-age) 

Trooper Malintha Hewage is currently assigned to Troop T, Zone 1, SP Tarrytown.  Since the 

day he started at SP Tarrytown, Trooper Hewage has established himself as a leader in DWI 

enforcement.  Every year, he leads the zone in DWI arrests.  He is eager and his relentless 

pursuit of the intoxicated motorists has greatly influenced his co-workers.  In addition to 

performing in the highest standards of DWI enforcement, Trooper Hewage is well balanced in 

all areas of enforcement.  In 2018, he made 39 penal law arrests including several for felonies.  

He also issued almost 900 traffic tickets including 431 for speeding violations.  His most 

impressive statistic, however, was the fact that he did make 48 driving while intoxicated arrests 

during the year.  This is not unusual however as he seems to have nearly 50 DWI arrests each 

year that he works.  He leads the zone by far each and every year.  The commitment that 

Trooper Hewage displays is evidenced by the numerous awards and achievements that he has 

received.  These include Rockland/Orange Multi County Stop-DWI awards for 2016, 2017, and 

2018, The MADD award in 2017 and 2018, The Rockland County DWI award in 2018, and 

The Troop T, Zone 1 DWI award for 2016, 2017, and 2018.  Trooper Hewage is also ARIDE 

certified and his training in DWI enforcement is considered as well advanced.  There can be no 

doubt that Trooper Hewage’s hard work and dedication have saved many lives.  

Congratulations Trooper Malintha Hewage of the New York State Police Troop T 

  



TROOPER DILLON R. PALMER – New York State Police Troop L 

Trooper Dillon Palmer is a dedicated law enforcement officer committed to improving highway 

safety through DWI Enforcement. Trooper Palmer has arrested 83 individuals for driving while 

intoxicated and or impaired by drugs in 2018. Trooper Palmer has made outstanding efforts in 

traffic enforcement, also issuing 1,625 tickets in 2018. Trooper Palmer has also made 114 

criminal arrests, demonstrating his proficiency in all aspects of law enforcement.  

Congratulations Trooper Dillon R. Palmer of the New York State Police Troop L 

Unfortunately, Trooper Palmer is unable to attend the banquet today; his award will be accepted 

by Sgt. Jonathan Cook. 

 

  



DEPUTY MICHAEL THEETGE – Chemung County Sheriff’s Office 

(Thet-ghee) 

Deputy Michael Theetge has been employed with the Chemung County Sheriff’s Office for 

approximately 5-1/2 years. For the past two years, he has been assigned as the agency’s STOP- 

DWI Officer. Previous to that, he was assigned to various shifts and had focused a lot of his 

efforts on enforcing DWI related offenses; which had a positive impact toward community 

safety. Deputy Theetge has led the department in the number of DWI related arrests each year, 

with 45 in 2018. Since being placed in the role of the STOP-DWI Officer specifically, his 

performance in this area has exceeded everyone’s expectations. In an effort to better enhance 

his impact on these types of investigations, he has requested and has attended DRE Training. 

Deputy Theetge is the agency’s first certified DRE.  

In addition to the DWI enforcement, Deputy Theetge is also responsible for ensuring that all 

DWI equipment is maintained and calibrated as required. Deputy Theetge also participates in 

the Victims Impact Panel, conducts educational meetings with the public and speaks to students 

in local high schools about the effects, dangers and results of impaired driving. Deputy Theetge 

participates in public relation events that the Sheriff’s Office hosts or is invited to, which 

include Strong Kids Safe Kids, the Chemung County Fair and the Arnot Mall for the annual law 

enforcement week, where he has demonstrated the DWI simulator in an effort to better educate 

the public to these dangers through practical application.  

Deputy Theetge’s conduct, performance, professionalism and dedication to the STOP DWI 

Program are commendable. Deputy Theetge has a zero tolerance approach toward impaired 

driving and other alcohol related violations. 

Congratulations Deputy Michael Theetge of the Chemung County Sheriff’s Office. 

  



OFFICER STEVEN WILL – Vestal Police Department 

Officer Will’s dedication to DWI, DWAI and DWAI Drug enforcement is second to none. He 

has previously been recognized by STOP-DWI New York for his outstanding efforts in these 

areas. Officer Will’s 87 impaired driving arrests in 2018 surpass previous years which 

reinforces his commitment and desire to make our roadways safe. Officer Will is on call 24/7 as 

one of 2 municipal DRE's in the area. Since his certification, he has responded to every DRE 

request received from any agency. In 2018 he conducted 31 DRE evaluations, which includes 

15 for outside agencies.  

In addition to his enforcement efforts, Officer Will is actively involved in educating our 

students and community members. He presents annually at our Youth and Citizens Academy 

and is called upon regularly to instruct in the Vestal Central School district.  

Officer Will’s courtroom testimony in these areas has been described as outstanding by both 

prosecution and defense attorneys. He consistently puts together cases which are error free and 

his knowledge and expertise is always apparent.  

Officer Will’s proactive approach in these areas has no doubt made our Town, County and State 

safer.  

Congratulations Officer Steven Will of the Vestal Police Department 

  



OFFICER MICHAEL DEFRANCE – City of Kingston Police Department 

Officer Michael DeFrance is the hardest working officer at Kingston Police Department and he 

really cares about the safety of the community. He treats everyone with dignity and respect.  

The District Attorney’s Office has described Officer DeFrance as “solid as they come”. 

In 2018 Officer DeFrance made 25 of the 50 impaired driving arrests for the department. 

Congratulations Officer Michael DeFrance of the City of Kingston Police Department. 

  



OFFICER ADAM DUBRAY – Village of Ossining Police Department 

Officer Dubray has been the top ticket writer and DWI arresting Officer for the agency for the 

last 3 years with 22 in 2018. Further, as a member of the motorcycle unit he voluntarily assists 

in more mutual aid escorts than all other members of the unit combined. In 2018 alone he 

escorted 8 St. Patrick's Day parades, Memorial Day parades, a 9/11 Memorial, The Torch Run, 

escorted Santa to Maria Ferreira Children’s Hospital, and organized a Candy Cane Run for local 

children. Adam is an active member of The Westchester County Police Emerald Society. 

Congratulations Officer Adam Dubray of the Village of Ossining Police Department 

  



OFFICER MARC LAPPAS – Port Washington Police District 

During Officer Lappas’ first year, he had two DWI arrests and a total of seven arrests for the 

year. He was assigned to SFST training and ARIDE training several months later and in 2018, 

he personally was responsible for 14 of the 20 total arrests during his first full year with the 

department. During the two prior years, the Port Washington PD had only 7 and 9 DWI arrests 

respectively. He continues to work hard at making our streets safe and has fostered interest in 

DWI enforcement in the other officers.  

Congratulations Officer Marc Lappas of the Port Washington Police District. 

  



DEPUTY MATTHEW GRAINGE – Niagara County Sheriff’s Office 

Deputy Matthew Grainge is currently assigned to road patrol on the midnight shift at the 

Niagara County Sheriff’s Office. Deputy Grainge is assigned to a specific area of Niagara 

County and handles calls for service in that area. While Deputy Grainge is not assigned to 

traffic safety patrol, he is determined to enforce DWI laws, and many times, is making these 

arrests in between calls for service. 

Deputy Grainge has been and continues to be proactive in his approach to his duties. In 2018, 

he logged 25 DWI arrests. Again, while not being assigned to traffic safety patrol, Deputy 

Grainge regularly enforces the vehicle and traffic laws, issuing 396 uniformed traffic tickets in 

between his calls for service with an additional 127 arrests. 

In addition, Deputy Grainge continues to strive for excellence in the field of STOP-DWI and 

has enrolled in the upcoming DRE Instructor Course. This, in addition to his other certifications 

held in the field of STOP-DWI and Traffic Safety, enables him to share his knowledge with 

fellow deputies.  

Deputy Grainge recognizes the importance of DWI arrests and the impact he has on taking 

those dangerous drivers off the roadways.  

When Deputy Grainge is not working at the Sheriff's Office, he is a volunteer firefighter for 

Lewiston #1 Fire Company. In that capacity, he responds to motor vehicle crashes giving him a 

further appreciation of why his efforts in enforcing DWI and traffic safety related laws is so 

important.  

Congratulations Deputy Matthew Grainge of the Niagara County Sheriff’s Office 

  



PATROLMAN JEREMY LIGGETT – Schenectady Police Department 

Ever since Jeremy joined the Schenectady Police Department he has displayed not only an 

innate ability to detect impaired drivers but the ability to fully document the events, conduct 

solid SFST's, all the while conducting himself in a professional manner which ultimately aids in 

the successful prosecution of these cases. Jeremy acts as a resource to all members of the 

Department with regard to DWI investigations.  He frequently assists other officers during their 

arrests or fields telephone calls both on and off duty answering questions. Last year Jeremy also 

completed the DRE course.  Once he was certified he immediately began using his new 

training. Jeremy also became a Field Training Officer during 2018; he spends a lot of time with 

these new officers giving them first-hand experience with DWI arrests and prosecution. Jeremy 

comes to work every day motivated to make the streets of Schenectady safe for all. 

Congratulations Patrolman Jeremy Liggett of the Schenectady Police Department 

  



STEUBEN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Under the leadership of Sheriff James Allard, the Steuben County Sheriff's Office has redoubled 

its efforts to remove drunk and drugged drivers from the roadways in Steuben County. Sheriff 

Allard, and the Steuben County Sheriff's Office, identified and addressed a need within Steuben 

County to target drunk and drugged driving. The Sheriff's Office addressed the need to target 

enforcement by increasing staffing at designated times utilizing flexible scheduling, and 

assigning interdiction units specifically for narcotics interdiction and DWI enforcement. 

Statistically, the Interdiction Unit has been responsible for approximately 33% of this agencies 

total DWI/DWAI arrests since May of 2018. It should also be noted that, as a whole, the 

Steuben County Sheriff's Office has recorded a 132% increase in DWI/DWAI arrests from 2017 

to 2018 (from 55 to 128 arrests). This includes 5 Leandra’s Law arrests. DWAI Drug arrests 

rose from 7 in 2017 to 26 in 2018. This is a 73% increase.  

The work ethic, dedication, and positive attitude in the Steuben County Sheriff’s Office are 

infectious and likely have been a significant factor in the 132% increase in DWI/DWAI arrests.  

Congratulations to the Men and Women of the Steuben County Sheriff’s Office. 

  



NEW YORK STATE POLICE TROOP E 

During 2018 Troop E conducted 25 Fixed Sobriety Checkpoints with 35 arrests for impaired 

driving, 153 Dedicated DWI patrols with 32 arrests for impaired driving, and 23 Underage 

Drinking details with 80 arrests.  Many of these details coincided with annual holidays and/or 

National DWI Initiatives. Troop E also had a 7.9% reduction in personal injury collisions 

investigated and 116 educational details were presented to high school students and civic 

group’s reaching nearly 11,000 people and re-enforcing the importance of highway safety. 

Congratulations to the Men and Women of the New York State Police Troop E 

  



NEW YORK STATE POLICE TROOP L 

New York State Police Troop L removed 1,277 impaired and intoxicated drivers from the 

roadway in 2018. Troop L had the most arrests in recorded history for a calendar year. Troop L 

had comparable DWI/DWAI enforcement statistics to other agencies in the geographical area 

that are 10 times the size of this agency. This was accomplished by routine patrol as well as a 

multitude of specialized details targeting impaired and intoxicated drivers. Some of the safety 

efforts in Troop L consisted of dedicated DWI patrols, DWI checkpoints, joint agency DWI 

checkpoints, underage drinking initiatives, and the dedication of our Troopers to remove these 

intoxicated/impaired operators from the roadways. The 1,277 individuals arrested represents 

1,277 tragedies that were avoided due to the removal of these operators from our Long Island 

roadways.  

Congratulations to the Men and Women of the New York State Police, Troop L. 

Unfortunately, Troop L members are unable to attend the banquet today; his award will be 

accepted by Sgt. Jonathan Cook. 

 

  



WILLIAM DIKANT 

Mr. Dikant has spent the last 40 years as a tireless advocate against drunk driving. After losing 

his wife, two of his children and rehabilitating a critically injured third child Bill has dedicated 

much of his time, energy and resources to prevent needless loss of life due to intoxicated 

drivers. Shortly after the formation of NY STOP-DWI Bill was the first speaker at Rensselaer 

County's first Victim Impact Panel in 1984, a panel he continues to speak at today. Bill also has 

spoken at the Victim Impact Panels in Albany, Warren and Columbia Counties for decades. In 

addition to these panels Bill has attended countless fairs and events often using his own money 

to provide printed materials.  

Bill is always talking to various organizations such as Kiwanis, scouts and other groups to stress 

the impact of drunk driving.  He’s also hosted numerous STOP-DWI informational check 

points, spoken at hundreds of lectures and has manned booths at the local county fairs. 

Congratulations William Dikant. 

  



LISA GRASSE – Greene County Probation 

Lisa is extremely dedicated to the STOP-DWI program in Greene County. She organizes the 

dates, times, and locations of every Victim Impact Panel as well as gathering speakers. She 

constantly tries to improve the program and the scope of its effectiveness. Lisa is very active at 

the local events such as the Youth Fair, local car shows, and various school events. She has an 

engaging personality that draws in the community so she can share her passion for the 

program's mission. Her knowledge of DWI law, actions and consequences, and the effect 

certain choices have on a person and their loved ones are astounding. If she is approached to 

participate in any type of conference, speaking engagement, or even just addressing one person 

about the STOP DWI program, she never hesitates or says no. She single handedly planned and 

organized a Prom Promise event at the Catskill High School that included a DWI related crash 

re-enactment as well as a mini- Victim Impact Panel led by our actual current participants and 

the county District Attorney. Lisa by nature is not very comfortable with public speaking 

herself, yet she does so anyway so the county has a successful STOP DWI program. She 

monitors our county's DWI probationers that are ordered to have the Ignition Interlock Device 

as well as the SCRAM bracelet program. This keeps her very busy but she continues to give 

100% every day.  

Congratulations Lisa Grasse 

  



MARK PALLADINO – Richmond County Assistant District Attorney & Bureau Chief 

Without question, the prosecution of driving while intoxicated offenses and vehicular homicides 

is better in Richmond County because of Mark Palladino. Mark Palladino is on call seven days 

a week, 24 hours a day, and responds to nearly every scene where the Collision Investigation 

Squad is notified. He has overseen and been a part of all vehicular crimes committed over the 

past decade in Richmond County. There is no one else in his office with his skill and expertise 

when it comes to these cases. He will do whatever is needed to effectively prosecute offenders, 

and to ensure that there is sufficient proof for their conviction. He has prosecuted vehicular 

homicides as intentional and depraved murders, as reckless manslaughter cases, and those who 

act with criminal negligence. He is also at the helm of all Vision Zero cases in Richmond 

County. 

In addition to his responsibilities relating to these vehicular crimes, he also oversees the 

prosecution of all other felony vehicular crimes in Richmond County. This includes all felony 

DWI's, all felony 511's and all felony leaving the scene of an incident cases. Under his 

leadership, the number of people indicted and convicted of felonies for driving with a 

suspended license has multiplied greatly. This is due to his sincere commitment to vehicular 

crimes, and how he spreads the message as to how these cases must be taken seriously. 

He has also been a part of the Victim Impact Panel that is held regularly here in Richmond 

County for those convicted of DWI. Family members of victims in his past cases speak and 

describe the profound impact that he had in their case, and how it was his work that resulted in 

the defendant receiving a prison sentence. 

I can honestly state that the prosecution of all vehicular crimes would be a lot different if Mark 

Palladino was not in the Richmond County District Attorney's Office. Because of his work, his 

dedication, and his leadership, RCDA has the reputation that it does when it comes to vehicular 

crimes.  

Congratulations Assistant District Attorney Mark Palladino. 

Unfortunately, Assistant District Attorney Mark Palladino is unable to attend the banquet today. 

 

 


