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Weekly Update  
Delivery Options 

 
Send change of address or 

request for delivery to WUD 
by phone or email at: 

(209)527-6453 
info@wudairies.com 

Struggling with 
Depression? 

 
Call 1-800-784-2433 any 

time, 24x7, for a live, trained 
person to talk with or to find 

local resources.  

LUC: Lecheros Unidos 
de California 

 
Western United Dairies  is 

proud to host LUC, a 
clearinghouse of resources to 

assist in all aspects of 
searching for and hiring 

employees for your dairy.  

 
LUC services are offered in 
Spanish & English & include:  
▪ Free advertisement of job 
postings to a  wide audience 

of potential employees 
▪ Phone call interviews with 

translation services 
▪ Access to a pool of pre-
screened employees with 

dairy experience 

 
For more information, visit:  
westernuniteddairies.com/

lecheros-unidos 

Not Goodbye, but “See You Soon…” 
It is with bittersweet emotion that WUD  announces the 
departure of Technical Field Services Rep Darby (Toth) Pedrozo 
as she begins her new role with Land O’Lakes, Inc. Darby 
started with WUD in 2018, after completing her education at 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, and  has been a steadfast advocate 
and talented service provider to the dairy producers of the 
Central and South Valley during her tenure. Darby will be 
greatly missed by her members and fellow staff.  As WUD is 
working to fill Darby’s position, our team is committed to ensure 
continuity to members in her region. Members with questions 
about labor issues, pricing or any general membership inquiries 
are welcome to reach out to Melissa Lema, mlema@wudairies.com and members 
with environmental issues are encouraged to contact Paul Sousa, 
paul@wudairies.com .  The WUD team wishes Darby all the best, and look forward 
to working in partnership with her as she takes on her new role!  

WEEKLY UPDATE  |  August 9th, 2022 

Start Preparing Now for Coming Changes in Central Valley Water  
Quality Regulations 
By  J.P. Cativiela, Regulatory Director, Dairy Cares & Administrator, CVDRMP & 
Denise Mullinax, Executive Director, CDRF and Assistant Director, CDQAP 

 Central Valley dairy owners are well aware that they operate under exten-
sive regulations to protect water quality. The Regional Board adopted the Dairy 
General Order in 2007.  Further revised in 2013, the order sets rules about manure 
storage, management and application to cropland, as well as requiring groundwater 
monitoring, soil and plant tissue testing, submittal of annual reports, and more.  
 Important changes are coming to the dairy order. The State Board an-
nounced last year that it had begun a process to revise the dairy order. More re-
cently, the State Board said it expects to release a public draft of its directive later 
this year, opening a public review process.   (continued on page 3) 

WUD to Host North Coast Kitchen Table Meetings 
 North Coast Dairy Producers are invited to attend regional Kitchen Table 
Meetings this month, as CEO Anja Raudabaugh travels to the North Coast. Please 
join us at one of the following meetings:  

A flyer with complete information will be sent directly to members in the respec-
tive districts this week. RSVP’s are appreciated, and can be directed, along with any 
questions, to Field Rep Melissa Lema: mlema@wudairies.com or (707)779-2214.  

Sonoma/Marin Humboldt/Del Norte 

Thursday, August 18th Friday, August 19th 

12:00pm-2pm 9:00am-11:00am 

Washoe House 2840 Roblar Rd, Petaluma Location TBA 

https://westernuniteddairies.com/about/lecheros-unidos/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/about/lecheros-unidos/
mailto:mlema@wudairies.com
mailto:paul@wudairies.com
mailto:mlema@wudairies.com


Thank you to our current sponsors.  
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Advertise with us: click here 

WUD Dairy Leaders Program Seeks Applicants 
 Western United Dairies is now accepting 
applications for the 2022- 23 California Dairy 
Leaders Program. The program consists of six 
sessions that take up approximately 14 days over the 
course of a year and include sessions in California 
focused on environmental issues and regulations, milk 
pricing and economics, public relations and 
marketing, and legislative process including dairy 
advocacy and a trip to Sacramento. The class also 
includes a trip to Chicago and Washington, D.C. 
where participants learn about the federal legislative 
process, dairy exports, national promotion, and risk 
management. If you’re a dairy producer or in a dairy-
related enterprise follow the link below for more 
information! Applications for dairy members HERE 
and allied industry HERE. Applications are due 

August 31st, 2022 for the 2022-23 session. If you 
have any questions please reach out to 
info@wudairies.com .    

 
LUC is at Your Service 
 Please be advised that our Lecheros Unidos 
de California program is back open to help WUD 
members find employees! If you have spots to filled 
you can give us a call at our office number 
209.527.6453 and ask for Rashell or you can click  
the link below to fill out your need request 
questionnaire and email it back to us at 
rashell@wudairies.com .  We look forward to getting 
to work on filling your open positions as soon as 
possible!  https://lecherosunidos.com/employer-
questionnaire/.  

 

http://www.westernuniteddairies.com/about/advertise-with-us/
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.155.190/k0c.688.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-Full-Application-Dairy-Packet.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.155.190/k0c.688.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/California-Dairy-Leaders-Program-Allied-Industry-2022.pdf
mailto:info@wudairies.com
mailto:rashell@wudairies.com
https://lecherosunidos.com/employer-questionnaire/
https://lecherosunidos.com/employer-questionnaire/


CONTACT US ● 1145 Geer Rd, Ste D, Turlock, CA 95350 ● P: 209.527.6453 ● F: 209.527.0630 ● info@wudairies.com  

Start Preparing Now for Coming Changes in Central Valley Water Regulations (Continued)  
By  J.P. Cativiela, Regulatory Director, Dairy Cares & Administrator, CVDRMP & Denise Mullinax, Executive 
Director, CDRF and Assistant Director, CDQAP 

  Pointing to monitoring that shows elevated nitrate levels in groundwater below Central Val-
ley dairies, the State Board has said it will direct the Regional Board to include stricter rules going forward. 
Among others, the State Board expressed its intent to require lining lagoons that intersect the water table, 
and periodic seepage testing for other unlined lagoons.   
 While those requirements alone would be significant, perhaps the most important new development 
is the state’s intent that within a decade, all Central Valley dairies achieve “whole- 
farm balance” for nitrogen. This means dairies would need to demonstrate that their manure nitrogen pro-
duction balances with the dairy’s forage crop nitrogen utilization or is exported off the dairy.  
  A number of studies have indicated that Central Valley dairies produce roughly 60 percent more 
nitrogen than they can safely use on their crops, and that most of this surplus is not exported today. This is 
an average surplus, meaning some dairies have a greater than 60 percent surplus of nitrogen, while others 
may already be in balance or closer to balance.  
For many dairies, there are significant barriers to exporting surplus manure. These can range from too much 
of the manure being in a liquid form, making it difficult to export, to a lack of nearby demand for solid ma-
nure, which can be costly to transport for long distances.  The dairy industry, university researchers, private 
sector companies, and some government agencies are working together to develop options to assist dairy 
producers who need to address surplus manure nitrogen, including new technology, manure products mar-
kets, and incentives. They are examining new ideas such as denitrification technology or manufacturing val-
ue-added manure products that can be used safely on many types of crops. They are also working on initia-
tives like making it easier to get composting permits. CDQAP and others will continue to monitor and keep 
you updated on the progress of such efforts. Meanwhile, here are three things producers should consider 
doing now to prepare: 
1. Conduct a fresh assessment of your whole-farm nitrogen balance. Work with your farming consultant, 

trade association representative, or UC farm advisor to assess the supply of your manure nutrients ver-
sus crop demand. How much of your manure ends up in your lagoon? Do you have sufficient cropland 
where you can pump liquid manure? For solid manure, do you have sufficient crop demand for that, or 
do you need to export some? If so, do you have reliable customers nearby? If water scarcity forces you 
to fallow cropland, do you have the ability to further increase your manure exports? 

2. If you have a surplus of liquid or solid manure, or both, investigate potential management changes. 
Again, work with trusted experts to explore what you can do with existing technology to increase ma-
nure exports and move closer to reaching whole-farm balance. Don’t panic—there is time to improve—
but use the time to investigate what techniques work on your farm and seek help in funding through 
incentive programs, such as USDA NRCS EQIP or CDFA’s AMMP. 
Ideas to consider include changing manure collection to reduce volumes going to the lagoon, extending 
pipelines to apply liquid manure on additional acreage or increasing composting. 

3. Watch for “next generation” technology. Private industry and public researchers are making progress in 
developing and testing new technologies, such as vermifiltration (filtering manure liquids through a bed 
of worms and wood chips) to safely denitrify water. This is only one of many examples. Watch for webi-
nars and other opportunities to learn more about these options and how they are faring in pilot projects 
and field demonstrations. There’s a good chance additional technologies will become available over the 
next several years.  

 Regulations have always been a challenge, one most producers have been able to manage by work-
ing together and using new practices, technology and education. Though more challenges are coming, un-
derstanding them and your options is a good strategy for remaining viable in the coming years. ● 



WEEKLY  
MARKET 
UPDATE 

CONTACT US ● 1145 Geer Rd, Ste D, Turlock, CA 95350 ● P: 209.527.6453 ● F: 209.527.0630 ● info@wudairies.com  

US cheese exports hit record levels in the first half of 

2022, totaling 506.5 million pounds, up 16.6% on the 

year. But contacts suggest recent high volume was due to 

clearing backlogs, rather than new sales. Meanwhile, first 

half domestic consumption rose 1.2% versus 2021. 

• CME cheese markets tumbled, landing in the 

$1.70-per-pound range for the first time 

since January. 

• Total cheese production for June reached 

1.16 billion pounds, up 2.7% (+30.7 million 

pounds) on the year 

• CME butter volume dropped off as sellers 

were scarce, allowing prices to jump over 

$3.00 per pound to the highest level since  

September 2015. 

• US butter exports rose the first six months of 

the year, totaling 64.2 billion pounds, up 

23.9% versus 2021. But domestic  

consumption slipped in the first half, down 

3.8% on the year. 

• Butter production for June totaled 160.5  

million pounds, up 2.3% (+3.5 million pounds) 

year-over-year. 

• A lack of interest from China weighed on 

prices at the latest GlobalDairyTrade event. 

Lower milk powder prices dragged down 

spot NDM, which fell to the lowest level 

since October 2021. 

• NDM manufacturers’ stocks totaled 317.4 

million pounds in June, down 9.1% (-31.8 

million pounds) on the year. Meanwhile, 

NDM and SMP production totaled 214.9  

million pounds, down 10.4% (-24.9 million 

pounds) versus 2021. 

• First half US milk powder exports tumbled to 

939.3 million pounds, 9.3% lower on the 

year. 

• USDA reported US grain crop conditions 

largely unchanged from the previous week. 

Nearby grain futures bounced around on 

mixed US weather reports. 
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Contact: Tiffany LaMendola 
209-768-6313 


