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Weekly Update  
Delivery Options 

 
Send change of address or 

request for delivery to WUD 
by phone or email at: 

(209)527-6453 
info@wudairies.com 

Struggling with 
Depression? 

 
Call 1-800-784-2433 any 

time, 24x7, for a live, trained 
person to talk with or to find 

local resources.  

LUC: Lecheros Unidos 
de California 

 
Western United Dairies  is 

proud to host LUC, a 
clearinghouse of resources to 

assist in all aspects of 
searching for and hiring 

employees for your dairy.  

 
LUC services are offered in 
Spanish & English & include:  
▪ Free advertisement of job 
postings to a  wide audience 

of potential employees 
▪ Phone call interviews with 

translation services 
▪ Access to a pool of pre-
screened employees with 

dairy experience 

 
For more information, visit:  
westernuniteddairies.com/

lecheros-unidos 

Upcoming USDA Drought Webinar 

WEEKLY UPDATE  |  March 29, 2022 

CARB Workshop on Dairy Methane 

Paul Sousa, Director of Environmental and Regulatory Affairs 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is holding a workshop via webinar 
entitled, “Methane, Dairies and Livestock, and Renewable Natural Gas in 
California” on Tuesday March 29th.  This is not a hearing of the CARB Board, 
and no decision is being made at the workshop however topics important to 
dairy are being discussed.  I will be providing a brief presentation on the 
future of dairy in California at the workshop.  CONT. page 2   

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the USDA Office of Partnerships 
& Public Engagement (OPPE) are partnering to host a Drought & Farm Loan 
Programs Webinar on Wednesday, March 30, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m.  In response to the ongoing drought in California the USDA Kings, Tula-
re, and Kern County FSA Offices will be providing information on agency 
programs that offer drought benefits to farmers and ranchers in those coun-
ties.  Additionally, there will be a short presentation on FSA Loan Programs.  
To register, visit:  https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/
vJIsfuyurT8rE6YB-Cp1yURXFAwGyAEmDf8. 
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CONT. CARB Workshop on Dairy 
Methane 

The following link provides the meeting 

notice, which has a link to join the meeting, as 

well as the meeting agenda.   

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/

slcp/meetings 

Environmental Justice (EJ) advocates have 

been pushing the State to not allow dairies 

and livestock to earn revenue for the 

greenhouse gas emissions reductions we 

achieve to help the state meet its targets.  

These incentives, like the Low Carbon Fuel 

Standard (LCFS), make digesters possible and 

therefore the achievements we have made 

with them.  Without those incentives we 

would be nowhere near meeting our 

legislated target of reducing manure methane 

emissions by 40%.  However, with the 

incentives reaching that target is achievable.  

The EJ advocates had petitioned CARB deny 

dairy digesters LCFS credits.  CARB recently 

denied their petition but agreed to continue 

discussions on the topic.  This workshop is a 

direct result of that petition and the ongoing 

discussions.  This is important for dairies, 

especially those that have a digester that is 

benefiting from ongoing incentives such as 

the LCFS.  We know the EJ advocates will be 

providing comments at this meeting and it is 

important for us to balance those comments 

with factual information about California’s 

dairy families and our operations. I was recently on 

WUD’s podcast, Seen and Herd, talking about this 

topic if you would like more information on it, please 

listen to the latest episode.  Also, if producers would 

like to provide public comment at the meeting, please 

contact me and I can assist you. 

We Can’t Just Be Fighting All the Time  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for the latest episode of Seen & Herd. We kick 

things off with a market update brought to us by our 

economist Tiffany LaMendola of Blimling & Associates, 

after which  we welcome back Louis Borba to the show in 

his new role as WUD’s board president. Louis shares with 

us a little bit about his family dairy in the Turlock/Hilmar 

area and speaks on his hopes for WUD in the coming 

year. We wrap up the podcast with an update from Paul 

Sousa about some important happenings at the California 

Air Resources Board this week.  

Listen in HERE 

http://www.westernuniteddairies.com/about/advertise-with-us/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/seen-herd-podcast/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/seen-herd-podcast/


WEEKLY  
MARKET 
UPDATE 
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US milk production fell in February, down 1.0% 

year-over-year. That’s an improvement from  

January but still the second-weakest showing in 

13 years. Of the major milk-producing regions, 

only the Midwest showed growth, up 0.8%. 

• Cow numbers increased for the first time 

since May 2021, up 3,000 head month-over-

month. But the herd is still 96,000 head 

smaller on the year. The California herd  

totaled 1.721 million head, up 1,000 head 

from January and up 1,000 head versus  

February 2021. But climbing production 

costs are preventing large-scale growth. 

• The latest USDA Cold Storage report 

showed February total cheese stocks 

reached 1.47 billion pounds, up 2.3% on the 

year and +1.7% month-over-month. Butter 

inventory totaled 293 million pounds, down 

25.8%  

versus 2021 levels but up 19.9 million 

pounds on the month. 

• Spot cheddar prices leapt up in Chicago as 

tight milk supplies and robust global demand 

created anxiety about availability. 

• The CME butter market also rose as cream 

demand increased seasonally and supplies 

tightened. Climbing international prices and 

slow inventory build reinforced the market’s 

bullish tone. 

• The NDM market appears relatively  

balanced, as buyers remain interested but 

willing to shop around for better prices. 

• Prospects for Ukraine’s 2022 crop season 

remain dark, encouraging elevated corn  

prices. The ongoing negative outlook for 

South American harvests lent similar support 

to soybean prices. 

• Second quarter Class III futures showed 

strength, climbing to $24.70 per  

hundredweight, up 80 cents from the Friday 

before. Class IV futures also rose, reaching 

$25.29, a 36-cent gain. 
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Tiffany LaMendola 


