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Weekly Update  
Delivery Options 

 
Send change of address or 

request for delivery to WUD 
by phone or email at: 

(209)527-6453 
info@wudairies.com 

Struggling with 
Depression? 

 
Call 1-800-784-2433 any 

time, 24x7, for a live, trained 
person to talk with or to find 

local resources.  

LUC: Lecheros Unidos 
de California 

 
Western United Dairies  is 

proud to host LUC, a 
clearinghouse of resources to 

assist in all aspects of 
searching for and hiring 

employees for your dairy.  

 
LUC services are offered in 
Spanish & English & include:  
▪ Free advertisement of job 
postings to a  wide audience 

of potential employees 
▪ Phone call interviews with 

translation services 
▪ Access to a pool of pre-
screened employees with 

dairy experience 

 
For more information, visit:  
westernuniteddairies.com/

lecheros-unidos 

2022 In-Person Labor Update Meeting Schedule 

WEEKLY UPDATE  |  March 15, 2022 

Central Valley Water Board Not Processing Dairy Expansions 

Paul Sousa, Director of Environmental and Regulatory Affairs 

The California Dairy Quality Assurance Program (CDQAP) hosts a twice 

monthly conference call with industry members and the Central Valley Water 

Board to provide updates on what each is doing.  These calls have been very 

useful in knowing when letters are coming out from the water board or to 

discuss other issues.   

Recently the water board brought up an issue that is concerning to dairies 

that are currently in the process of expanding their permitted number of 

cows with the water board.  They have stated that they have stopped 

processing dairy expansions until there is a process in place to handle those.  
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CONT. Central Valley Water Board Not 
Processing Dairy Expansions 

The issue is that the Dairy General Order that was 

adopted in 2007 and then revised and readopted 

in 2013 had limits on the number of mature cows 

a dairy could have and remain under the permit.  

That limit was based on the number of mature 

cows at the dairy reported in October of 2005.  

That limit was setup so that the permit could be 

adopted under the existing facilities exemption of 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

Dairies that expanded beyond that limit were to 

receive individual permits, however the Water 

Board has not been able to keep up with the 

number of individual permits needed.  The other 

solution would be to adopt a general permit that 

allows dairies that have expanded to enroll in it. 

This could be possible by addressing CEQA in a 

way that allows for that.  I recently wrote an 

article about settling a fee lawsuit with the State 

Water Board that may provide some funding for 

this effort.  In the meantime, dairies that are 

currently in the expansion process are left in limbo 

without clear direction on how to proceed.  If you 

have questions on this issue, you can email me at 

paul@wudairies.com or call me at the WUD office. 

Lecheros Unidos de California Update 

Dairy Members, Spring it’s almost here and we 

want to remind everyone that if you are looking to 

replace, hire or an employee to work relief shifts, 

give us a call at our WUD office 209.527.6453 

and we can start advertising your job placement. 

We look forward to getting your position filled as 

soon as possible. https://lecherosunidos.com/

employer-questionnaire/. Remember is FREE for 

Members! 

2022 Labor Poster/Supplies 

Don’t Forget to place your order for your Labor Posters 

and Spiral books. 

Call the office 209.527.6453 or email us at 

info@wudairies.com or if you need any other supply, 

We’re just one phone call away!  
 

AMMP Applications are OPEN  

Grant applications are now being accepted for the CDFA 

Alternative Manure Management (AMMP) program. 

Applications are due Monday, May 9th by 5 p.m. PST.  

Information can be found on the AMMP webpage:https://

www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/AMMP/ More information on the 

AMMP and DDRDP programs can be found HERE in this 

recent update article by WUD Director of Environmental 

Affairs Paul Sousa. If you are interested in applying for 

AMMP please contact your field representative or Paul 

Sousa at the WUD office.  

CMAB Golden State Update-Advertising 
Strategies  

While advertising is only one component of the efforts to 
build affinity for Real California Milk among consumers, 
we know its an important one. CMAB's Vice President of 
Advertising, Michael Freeman, will be joined by Montse 
Barrena and the team at Duetsch Inc. to take us through 
the many facets including research and strategies that 
help guide the direction towards the most effective 
consumer advertising. You can get a glimpse into the 
process of all that is considered and presented to the 
Board for guidance and approval during this 1.5 hour 
session. When: March 22, 2022 10:30 AM  

Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://cmab.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_8wzZzzgARHKWh2MhW-11IQ 
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Grain markets remain in upheaval, with wheat 

making new all-time highs and corn topping 

$7.50. Milk futures are climbing, too, but the 

dairy farming environment is volatile and  

uncertain. 

• Sluggish international milk production and 

high global prices continue to boost interest 

in US cheese. US exports in January totaled 

64.9 million pounds, up 16.7% year-over-

year.  

• Robust consumer demand and large volumes 

shipped overseas provide support to cheese 

prices, with both blocks and barrels climbing. 

• Contacts report cream is more available, but 

cream cheese and ice cream manufacturers 

are increasing production ahead of the spring 

holiday season, helping drive spot butter 

prices higher for the week. 

• Spot NDM prices dropped on greater  

availability. Reports indicate US balancing 

plants are running near normal capacity, but 

the energy crisis in Europe has some buyers  

anxious to build stocks. 

• US cheese demand is robust, with February 

retail sales up 13% on a two-year basis. 

• Class III futures showed continued strength, 

with second quarter futures ending Friday at 

$23.95, up 35 cents week-over-week. 

• Grain volatility continues as the situation in 

Ukraine drove corn futures higher and  

soybean futures rose on negative reports out 

of South America. 

• March 15 is the last day to secure Q2 2022 

Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) insurance. 

The coverage puts in place a subsidized milk 

price floor. See Page 2 for floors and rates. 

• USDA/FSA extended the sign-up deadline 

for the 2022 DMC program to March 25. 

Sign up at your local FSA office. With major 

volatility in the grain markets, it might be 

worth taking a serious look at coverage. 
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Tiffany LaMendola 

209.768.6313 


