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Weekly Update  
Delivery Options 

 
Send change of address or 

request for delivery to WUD 
by phone or email at: 

(209)527-6453 
info@wudairies.com 

Struggling with 
Depression? 

 
Call 1-800-784-2433 any 

time, 24x7, for a live, trained 
person to talk with or to find 

local resources.  

LUC: Lecheros Unidos 
de California 

 
Western United Dairies  is 

proud to host LUC, a 
clearinghouse of resources to 

assist in all aspects of 
searching for and hiring 

employees for your dairy.  

 
LUC services are offered in 
Spanish & English & include:  
▪ Free advertisement of job 
postings to a  wide audience 

of potential employees 
▪ Phone call interviews with 

translation services 
▪ Access to a pool of pre-
screened employees with 

dairy experience 

 
For more information, visit:  
westernuniteddairies.com/

lecheros-unidos 

AMMP and Digester Applications to be Released Soon 
Paul Sousa, Director of Regulatory and Environmental Affairs 

As a Technical Service Provider (TSP) assisting dairies with Alternative 

Manure Management Program (AMMP) applications we are aware that 

applications will be released very soon.  It appears that the application period 

will be ~60 days with applications due in early May.  CDFA was provided $32 

million for livestock methane reduction projects this fiscal year, which includes 

both digester and AMMP funding.  (cont. on page 2) 

WEEKLY UPDATE  |  March 8, 2022 

PUBLIC NOTICE: SLO County MPO Referendum Being Held April 12 

 The San Luis Obispo County Cattleman’s Association (SLOCCA) will be 
holding a vote to repeal the Modified Point of Origin (MPO) regulations 
currently in place in the San Luis Obispo County brand inspection area. Only 
cattle producers (beef and dairy) that are property taxpayers, lessees or 
residents of the MPO area are permitted to vote.  
 Voting will take place on April 12, 2022 from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the 
Frontier Building at the Paso Robles Event Center (Mid-State Fairgrounds). 
In order to proceed with amending California Code of Regulations (CCR), 
section 850, the proposal to repeal the regulation must be passed by two-
thirds margin of those 
voting. Only one vote 
per family, partnership, 
corporation or other 
business entity. If you 
qualify to vote you 
should plan to attend.  
 To read the code, 
Google California 
Department of Food 
and Agricultural Code 
and scroll down to 
Sections 21111 through 
21112.  
  If you have 
questions on the 
referendum please 
reach out to San Luis 
Obispo County 
Cattlemen’s President 
Seth Scribner at 
scribnerPE@gmail.com 

https://westernuniteddairies.com/about/lecheros-unidos/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/about/lecheros-unidos/
mailto:scribnerPE@gmail.com
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AMMP & Digester Applications (continued) 
 This year a couple of new practices 

have been added to AMMP including advanced 
solid separation using flocculants or beads and 
vermifiltration, or worm filters.  I wanted to go into 
these a little bit as they have not been listed 
through AMMP in the past.  These technologies 
remove more manure solids from flush water than 
standard mechanical separators thereby reducing 
the amount of methane produced in the lagoon.  
However, they also have the added benefit of 
capturing or treating some of the nutrients from 
the flush, reducing the loading of nitrogen and 
other nutrients in the liquid manure stream.  
Flocculants work by binding together small 
particles in the flush water so that they can more 
readily be separated by special separators.  These 
materials are consumables, and their cost must be 
considered in the ongoing operation of the system.  
Bead separators work on the same concept as 
media filters on drip irrigation systems, but instead 
of sand or other fine media they use larger beads 
that are designed to filter out manure solids.  In 
vermifiltration the flush water is sprinkled onto a 
bed that contains worms and other microorganisms 
that digest the solids and denitrify most of the 
nitrogen.  These could be options for a dairy that 
not only wants to reduce methane emissions, but 
also wants to address nutrient loading from liquid 
manure.   

Of course, the traditional practices are still 
included in AMMP such as increasing time on 
pasture, traditional mechanical solid separation, 
compost bedded pack barns and partial conversion 
from flush to scrape to reduce the amount of 
manure solids being stored in the lagoon producing 
methane.  If you are interested in applying or have 
any questions, please contact me at the WUD 
office.   

 
Golden State Dairy Mngmt. Conference is Back! 
 The Golden State Dairy Management 
Conference is back in person March 23rd  in 
Modesto! From water conservation to manure 
management to cattle genetics, there’s something 
for everyone.  Interested dairy producers and 
industry professionals can register online at: 
https://ucanr.edu/sites/CAdairyconference/ 
 

CalSavers Webinar Available Online 
  Dairy Producers who missed last week’s 
CalSaver’s Webinar can now access the video 
recording on the WUD website, at: https://
westernuniteddairies.com/calsavers-webinar/ 
or by listening to the March 5th episode of Seen & 
Herd on your preferred streaming platform.  

http://www.westernuniteddairies.com/about/advertise-with-us/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/CAdairyconference/
https://www.calsavers.com/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/calsavers-webinar/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/calsavers-webinar/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s3e9-calsavers-webinar/id1508160620?i=1000553008374
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s3e9-calsavers-webinar/id1508160620?i=1000553008374


CONTACT US ● 1145 Geer Rd, Ste D, Turlock, CA 95350 ● P: 209.527.6453 ● F: 209.527.0630 ● info@wudairies.com  

Every Point Counts: Attention to Details 
Important on AMMP Applications 
By Deanne Meyer (UC Davis), and Randi Black, 
Betsy Karle, and Jennifer Heguy (UC 
Cooperative Extension) 

It’s that time when CDFA opens a brief 
period for accepting AMMP applications. Scan the 
QR code or visit the CDFA webpage for more 
information about applying. If you’re applying you’ll 
want to be sure you cross your t’s and dot your i’s. 
The application requires detailed information to 
compete with other projects and be successful. In 
2020, 11 of 79 projects received funding. The 
focus of AMMP is to fund approved practices 
believed to reduce volatile solids loading to manure 
lagoons and therefore reduce methane 
(greenhouse gas) emissions. 

Each submission requires attention to detail! 
All seven sections of the application need to be 
filled in completely. Any blank or incomplete 
answers take away points from your project total. 
You need every point possible to be competitive. 
You may complete the application yourself or 

choose to work with either a technical service 
provider or UC ANR Climate Smart Agriculture 
Community Education Specialist. Most producers 
appreciate the chance to work with a consultant to 
be sure the application is completed and no 
answers are left blank. (It’s possible to include 
allowable consultant costs in the budget!) Projects 
should be shovel ready (all required permits in 
place at time of application). Properly entering 
information in the calculator spreadsheet is 
essential. Lining up financing and factoring in 
inflation are both important in this process. 

Remember, the application is likely due at 
end of March and projects won’t start until late in 
the 4th quarter of this year or early next year.  
Information is available to help you better 
understand some of the management implications 
of different project types. Factsheets, producer 
interviews, and webinars related to use of 
vacuums, mechanical separators, and compost 
bedded pack barns. Visit the CDQAP webpage or 
scan the QR code to find these useful materials. 
Good luck with your applications! ● 



WEEKLY  
MARKET 
UPDATE 
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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, a major grain  

exporter, drove corn prices as high as $7.80 per 

bushel last week. If high prices persist, the  

situation could have a significant impact on feed 

prices and US milk production costs. 

• Strong international pricing, good domestic 

demand and sluggish milk production  

pushed spot cheese markets to prices last 

seen in November 2020. Meanwhile,  

cheddar prices at the latest GlobalDairyTrade 

event shot up 8.7% to $2.90 per pound. 

• The transition to butter made after  

December 1 brought a slight rise in spot  

markets and hefty volumes traded. Spot 

butter is still at a global discount as GDT 

butter prices climbed 6.0% to $3.21 per 

pound (adjusted to 80% butterfat). 

• GDT WMP prices shot up 5.6% to $2.16 per 

pound, while SMP jumped 4.3% to $2.03 per 

pound. Spot NDM markets climbed for the 

week on strong global interest, though  

contacts report shipping problems are  

slowing deliveries. 

• NDM manufacturers’ stocks totaled 261.3 

million pounds in January, up 3.6% month-

over-month but down 14.3% on the year. 

Combined NDM/SMP production reached 

214.1 million pounds, up 3.9% on the month 

but down 8.5% versus prior-year levels. 

• Class III futures had a strong week, with Q2 

futures settling at $23.58 per  

hundredweight, up $1.20 on the week. 

• USDA/FSA extended the sign-up deadline 

for the 2022 DMC program to March 25. 

Sign up at your local FSA office. Keep in 

mind, indemnity estimates are based on the 

futures markets on any given day for both 

grains and milk. While today’s escalated milk 

futures levels suggest we won’t see payouts 

in 2022, a lot can change throughout the 

year in milk and/or feed markets. 
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Contact: Tiffany LaMendola 


