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Weekly Update  
Delivery Options 

 
Send change of address or 

request for delivery to WUD 
by phone or email at: 

(209)527-6453 
info@wudairies.com 

Struggling with 
Depression? 

 
Call 1-800-784-2433 any 

time, 24x7, for a live, trained 
person to talk with or to find 

local resources.  

LUC: Lecheros Unidos 
de California 

 
Western United Dairies  is 

proud to host LUC, a 
clearinghouse of resources to 

assist in all aspects of 
searching for and hiring 

employees for your dairy.  

 
LUC services are offered in 
Spanish & English & include:  
▪ Free advertisement of job 
postings to a  wide audience 

of potential employees 
▪ Phone call interviews with 

translation services 
▪ Access to a pool of pre-
screened employees with 

dairy experience 

 
For more information, visit:  
westernuniteddairies.com/

lecheros-unidos 

WUD Board Seats New Executive Committee  

 The Western United Dairies Board of Directors met on March 6th in 
Pismo Beach, where the 2022 Executive Committee and Board of Directors 
were reorganized. Newly elected Executive Committee members are:  
 Louie Borba -President 
 Dave Koolhaas- Vice President  
 Trevor Nutcher -Secretary/Treasurer 
 Tyler Ribeiro -At Large 
 Brian Schouten -At Large 
 The five executive committee members are joined by Board 
Members Devin Gioletti, Cody Nicholson-Stratton, Darlene Idsinga, Gerrit 
DeRaadt, Jim Wyeth, and a member to be named next week in the North 
Bay to round out the 10-member board.  

WUD members, as always, are welcome to attend board 
meetings.  We will be hosting in-person,  at 9am on the 3rd Thursday every-
other-month (May 19th, July 21st, Sept 15th, & Nov 17th ), at the Stanislaus 
County Farm Bureau. To join us, please RSVP to the WUD office 
(info@wudairies.com).  
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Blimling & Assoc. Provide USDA Cost of Production Survey Analysis 
 In mid-February, USDA announced the release of a Cost of 
Production study for Cheese, Whey, Butter and Nonfat Dry Milk Plants. The 
study was conducted by Dr. Mark Stephenson (Director of Dairy Policy 
Analysis at the University of Wisconsin-Madison) at the request of USDA 
and gathered data from dairy processing plants located throughout the US. 
The study is available at https://dairymarkets.org/cop/
Report/2021_COP_Report.pdf .  
Our consulting economists at  Blimling and Associates provide this analysis:  
• According to the survey, manufacturing costs increased for cheese, whey 
and NFDM and declined for butter 
 ▪ Cheese: Old-$0.2003; New $0.2476 
 ▪ Butter: Old $0.1712; New $0.1411 
 ▪ NFDM: Old $0.1678; New $0.2933 
 ▪ Dry Whey: Old $0.1991; New $0.2650 
• Participation was light, and 
included:  10 Cheese Plants,  
14 Butter Plants, 29 NFDM 
Plants, & 8 Whey/WPC Plants 
(Continued on page 2) 

Pre-Register Here: 

 https://ucanr.edu/sites/

https://westernuniteddairies.com/about/lecheros-unidos/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/about/lecheros-unidos/
mailto:info@wudairies.com
https://dairymarkets.org/cop/Report/2021_COP_Report.pdf
https://dairymarkets.org/cop/Report/2021_COP_Report.pdf
https://ucanr.edu/sites/CAdairyconference/Register/


Thank you to our current sponsors.  
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Advertise with us: click here 

Blimling’s USDA Cost of Prod. Analysis (cont.) 
• Using the new cost figures as “make allowances” 
in existing FMMO formulas would have the 
estimated impact of: 
 ▪ Class I – down $0.88/cwt 
 ▪ Class II – down $0.95/cwt 
 ▪ Class III – down $0.83/cwt 
 ▪ Class IV – down $0.95/cwt 
 At this stage these are just new cost numbers 
and estimated impacts.  The process for converting 
them to new class milk prices will likely be a long and 
arduous one - it will take months, perhaps years 
unless there is an industry consensus on the proper 
adjustments to make allowances. 

  Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
additional questions you’d like to forward to WUD or 
Blimling & Associates Staff.  *These figures and 
estimates are not connected to WUD’s Board 
positions or  policy opinions. 
 

CalSavers Webinar Available Online 
  Dairy Producers who missed our February  
CalSaver’s Webinar can now access the video 
recording on the WUD website, at: https://
westernuniteddairies.com/calsavers-webinar/ 
or by listening to the March 5th episode of Seen & 
Herd on your preferred streaming platform.  

http://www.westernuniteddairies.com/about/advertise-with-us/
https://www.calsavers.com/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/calsavers-webinar/
https://westernuniteddairies.com/calsavers-webinar/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s3e9-calsavers-webinar/id1508160620?i=1000553008374
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s3e9-calsavers-webinar/id1508160620?i=1000553008374
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Milk powder performance at the latest  

GlobalDairyTrade event was mixed. SMP climbed 

1.4% to $2.06 per pound, while WMP fell 3.4% to 

$2.08 per pound. But CME NDM spot prices rose 

on the week. 

• Seasonally softer cheese demand  

combined with robust international interest 

and uncertain milk supplies led to volatility in 

Chicago. Spot blocks dipped for the week 

while barrels rose versus the previous Friday. 

GDT cheddar prices advanced 0.3% to $2.91 

per pound. 

• While CME butter prices were calm early in the 

week, the market searched for direction later, 

ending slightly higher. Cream shows signs of 

tightening as ice cream production ramps up 

and international prices continue to climb. 

GDT butter prices slipped 1.8% to $3.16 per 

pound. 

• Twelve-month average Class III futures ad-

vanced to $23.16 per hundredweight last 

week, up 17 cents from the previous week. 

Class IV 12-month contracts ticked up two 

cents on the week. 

• European prices for butter, cheese and milk 

powders are climbing, keeping US product  

competitive. 

• Diplomatic talks around Ukraine added  

optimism to grain markets, but dark  

prospects for Ukraine’s 2022 crops and  

negative South American harvest reports kept 

corn and soybean prices elevated. 

• USDA reported fluid milk sales totaled 3.8 bil-

lion pounds in January, dropping  1.6% on the 

year. Sales as a percentage of milk  

production matched January 2021 levels at 

19.8% but fell from 20.6% in December. 

• The deadline for USDA’s Dairy Margin  

Coverage program is Friday, March 25.  Sign 

up at your local FSA office. With major  

volatility in the grain markets, it might be 

worth taking a serious look at coverage. 
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Contact: Tiffany LaMendola 


