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Delivery Options 

 
Send change of address or 

request for delivery to WUD 
by phone or email at: 

(209)527-6453 
info@wudairies.com 

Struggling with 
Depression? 

 
Call 1-800-784-2433 any 

time, 24x7, for a live, trained 
person to talk with or to find 

local resources.  

World Ag Expo 2022 
 

Join WUD for breakout 
sessions at this year’s World 
Ag Expo in Tulare February 

8th, 9th & 10th 
 

The WUD Team will be 
joined by experts in labor law, 

environmental regulations, 
water supply and CA politics 

to visit with members 
throughout the week.   

 
Find us in the Farm Credit 

Dairy Center:  
Booths 6503 & 6603 

 
For a schedule of breakout 

sessions visit:  https://
westernuniteddairies.com/

world-ag-expo-2021/  

What’s Behind the “Great Resignation” of CA Lawmakers 
By Ben Christopher for Cal Matters 

 Will the last legislator in the building please turn out the 
lights? Propelled by approaching term limits, new district lines and a raft of 
political opportunities outside the state Capitol, more than a dozen California 
lawmakers have sought employment elsewhere.  
 At last count, an exodus of 19 Assembly members and state senators 
have either opted not to seek re-election in November or have already called it 
quits mid-term. That doesn’t include the seven members, all senators, who are 
barred from seeking reelection in 2022 by legislative term limits. Nor does it 
include Murrieta Republican Kelly Seyarto, who is hoping to jump from the 
Assembly to the Senate, or Orange County Republican Janet Nguyen, hoping 
to do the same.  
 It’s not just the number; it’s also the power and stature of those leaving. 
The first week of the new legislative session alone, the Capitol bid farewell to 
progressive powerhouse Lorena Gonzalez of San Diego, who departed the 
Assembly to take the top job at the California Labor Federation. Then came 
back-to-back announcements from Democratic Sen. Connie Leyva of Chino 
and Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell of Long Beach, who both said they 
would not be seeking reelection despite having four years left to serve under 
the state’s term limit law. Then, on Thursday, Republican 
Assemblymember Kevin Kiley of Rocklin, who ran in the 2021 gubernatorial 
recall, announced that he would be running for Congress.  
 On Jan. 10, former Assembly Republican leader Chad Mayes of Rancho 
Mirage, now the only independent in the Legislature, announced he’s not 
running again and is considering running for Congress. “I have seen first-hand 
the dangers of partisan politics.  Blind faith to political teams has created a 
toxic tribalism that is tearing families, friendships, communities and this 
country apart,” he tweeted.  (continued on page 3)  
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Final Reminder to Report Odometer Readings 
By Paul Sousa, Director of Regulatory and Environmental Affairs 

If you own a truck that is covered under one of the 

California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Extensions/

Exemptions in the Truck and Bus Rule now is the time to 

report your odometer.  This deadline is coming up on 

January 31.  This is generally only required for trucks that 

are older than 2007 this year and have been enrolled in an 

extension.  If you have questions or need help with this, please let me know: 

paul@wudairies.com or (209)527-6453. 
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Reminder: Milk Price Survey Needs Input 
 As the Month of January winds up, please 
remember to send your milk check information to 
Paul Sousa. We are continuing to collect 
information to improve California milk price 
transparency, and any dairy is welcome to 
participate! Just  send your milk statement to 
paul@wudairies.com or text a picture to (209)556-
2490. You can block your business name/address, 
but make sure to leave the gross pay price as well 
as component percentages. The more information 
we gather the more complete our results will be. 
Thank you in advance!  

UC ANR Dairy Seminars at World Ag Expo 
By CDQAP, December 2021  
The University of California ANR (Agriculture and 
Natural Resources) is hosting four different 
seminars at World Ag Expo. Come hear about 
Nutrient Management and Manure Treatment 
Technologies (Tuesday, 1:00 to 1:55), Manure 
Management Options on Your Dairy (Tuesday 2:00 
to 2:55), Feeding the California Dairy Herd 
(Wednesday 1:00 to 1:55) and Water-Wise 
Dairying (Wednesday, 2:00-2:55). 
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CONTINUED: What’s Behind the “Great Resignation” of CA Lawmakers  
By Ben Christopher for Cal Matters 

 On Jan. 18, after Rep. Jerry McNerney announced he would not seek reelection and Rep. Josh 
Harder said he would run for that seat, Assemblymember Adam Gray, a Merced Democrat, declared 
he’s running for Congress in Harder’s old district. 
It’s a bipartisan phenomenon: So far, 19 Democrats, 6 Republicans and one independent are not com-
ing back.  
 That all makes for an 
unusual degree of churn, al-
ready the largest in at least 
seven years. In 2012, Califor-
nia voters passed Proposition 
28, which replaced term limits 
of eight years in the state Sen-
ate and six years in the As-
sembly with a lifetime term 
limit of a total of 12 years, in 
either chamber. That had ush-
ered in a new era of job secu-
rity for legislators and continu-
ity for the Legislature as a 
whole.  
 But there will be at 
least 26 new legislators, out of 
120 total, after the November 
election. There are special elections on Feb. 15 and April 5 to fill the four Assembly seats that are al-
ready vacant. 
 And this election year is still young: Candidates have until mid-March to declare their candida-
cy for office — or not. 

  
 Some incumbents and lobbyists say this year’s changing of the guard has the potential to shake 
up the Capitol’s policy-making dynamic. 
 As experienced lawmakers move on, they take their policy expertise and their legislative know-
how with them. O’Donnell and Leyva both serve as K-12 education committee chairpersons, and last 
month, Assemblymember Jose Medina, who leads the Assembly’s higher education committee, an-
nounced that 2022 would be his final session, too.  
 “There’s the potential for not just the loss of leaders who have an extraordinary background 
and expertise, but also the staff that have made the realization of their policies possible,” said Jessie 
Ryan, lobbyist with the Campaign for College Opportunity, a nonprofit advocacy group. 
 Kristina Bas Hamilton, a lobbyist and consultant who represents unions and anti-poverty 
groups in Sacramento, said the turnover makes things less predictable for those in the business of 
pushing policy change and wrangling support for contentious legislation. For one thing, lawmakers 
eyeing other races may be more circumspect or distracted.  
  “If there’s uncertainty, no one wants to commit to doing big stuff,” she said. The early depar-
ture of incumbents also means new committee leadership. For policy advocates sponsoring a particu-
lar bill, that “changes the whole landscape.”  
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CME butter prices continue to jump, finishing at the 

fifth-highest Friday settlement since 1999.  

International prices continue to add fuel to the fire, 

though reports suggest cream supplies are starting to 

loosen. 

• SMP prices at the latest GlobalDairyTrade 

event rose 5.0% to $3,963 per metric ton or 

$1.80 per pound. WMP increased 5.6% to 

$4,082 per metric ton or $1.85 per pound.  

• After an initial jump following that GDT  

performance, CME spot nonfat retreated 

back to settle unchanged on the week. While  

international buyers are still picking up  

product, elevated US prices are starting to 

encounter some pushback. 

• Contacts are having little difficulty finding 

fresh cheddar, easing upward pressure on 

prices in Chicago. Cheese vats are also able 

to source the milk supplies they need. Labor 

issues continue to impact production lines, 

though call-offs are tapering. 

• During the week ending January 9, butter 

sales rose 4% on a two-year basis, while  

purchase of natural cheese climbed 6%. But 

with Super Bowl business in the rearview, 

contacts wonder what dairy demand will 

look like in the coming weeks. 

• After  declining due to rainfall in South 

America, nearby corn and soybean futures 

rallied late in the week on strong export  

demand and concern around dryness in the 

Midwest and Plains regions. 

• See 2022 DMC estimates in table below. 

Sign up at your local FSA office before  

February 18. Keep in mind, indemnity  

estimates are based on the futures markets 

on any given day for both grains and milk. 

While today’s escalated milk futures levels 

suggest we won’t see payouts in 2022, a lot 

can change throughout the year in milk and/

or feed markets. 
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Contact: Tiffany LaMendola 
209-768-6313 


