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Brothers & Sisters, Friends & Family — Welcome to a post-resurrection 
world! Love has arisen and walks among us. Life returns. With hopeful,  
cautious steps, we emerge into a changed reality. 
 

Resurrection is the beginning of our faith story. It also leads us toward a 
season of discovery, as we learn what our transformed world can become. 
We are not the people we once were: our community reveals itself as       
different in strong and resilient ways. 
 

On the church calendar, we have scheduled two Saturdays: May 15 for 
spring cleanup and May 22 as a plant sale. These mark chances to get outside, work together, and 
celebrate — with care — our reunion.  

 

Meanwhile, we make note of other changes. More people are able to choose in-person  
worship; we continue to observe state-mandated safety protocols with masks, distancing, and    
limited attendance. Fitness classes resume in our Parish House with recommended precautions in 
place. At the same time, zoom gatherings remain an ongoing aspect of how we expect to study, 
socialize, sing, work, and worship together. We have grown — as a faith community — beyond the 
walls of the church and borders of the village, in part, by using virtual platforms as an additional 
way to include and welcome more people.  

 

 Around us, wherever we are, spring pokes up through the soft earth. In the White Moun-
tains, rivers cascade. Mud grabs at passing feet. Peepers offer an evening serenade. Early winged 
migrants arrive to our greening season with song and passion.  
 

Last month, we shared with you poet Maren Tirabassi’s reflection about what happens after 
Easter. Her words were inspired by Howard Thurman’s meditation on the holy work that follows 
Christian celebrations. Thurman wrote, “When the song of the angels is stilled … the work …     
begins: to find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild 
the nations, to bring peace among the people, to make music in the heart.” Tirabassi added, “offer 
spring cleaning or garden care, errands … write thank-you … offer deep and tender comfort … 
name resurrection … for the poor, the refugee, the vulnerable, and the groaning creation.”  

 

As spring comes to our doorstep, this is the work that calls to our restless bodies, hearts, 
and minds. We’ve already saved the dates on the church calendar! 

 

In April, our restless feet ache to step out on reopened trails and paths. Our hands hunger 
for spades and rakes, shoots and seeds, compost and soil. Our ears perk up to the season’s     
piping, trilling music. Our eyes feast on the first bright colors that bloom below and fly above.  

 

We can feel the itch to feed and serve, to get out into the world and connect. Along the way, 
we cover our noses and mouths. Of course, we honor the six-foot distance as necessary. Yet 
we’re looking into each other’s eyes. We’re smiling behind our masks. Some of us can hug our 
families. Gather with caution and optimism. Return to each other’s lives in renewed ways.  
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Church Council 
 

The Church Council meets once 
a month on the 3rd Wednesday 
at 7:00pm.  All Church members 
are welcome to attend.  The 
council is made up of the    
Moderator, Pastor and all    
committee representatives. The 
next council meeting will be held 
via Zoom on Wednesday,     
April 21st at 7pm.  . 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

The deadline for submitting 
news and articles for the May 
newsletter will be Thrusday,  
May 6th.   Items can be mailed 
to PO Box 381, Jackson, NH 
03846 or emailed to: 
jcchurch@jacksoncommunitych
urch.org  

 
 

Rev. Gail continues to make pastoral visits to homes through 
physical distancing, phone call or by remote video.  If you’re 
aware of someone who might benefit from a bowl of homemade 
soup and a visit, please let her know.   

This spring, we’re touching the living world with eagerness, as 
we garden and clean, cook and hike, study and serve, labor and    
relax. In our spring activities, whatever we help and handle with     
tenderness, delight, and care, offers a loving gesture for a village,   
valley, nation, and planet in need of such compassion. As Christ says 
in Matthew 40, “‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” We belong to 
each other. Though we may be separated by hundreds of miles, three 
time zones, or the short span of six feet, when we give our time and 
attention to our corners of the world, we also reach into each other’s 
lives.  

 

As we begin the work that follows Easter, let us revel in a re-
vived sense of purpose and empowerment. When we get out, share 
clippings from gardens, make a new recipe, take a walk side by side, 
or put order to shared spaces such as the church grounds, we serve 
each other.  

 

May we realize, through our spring labors and recreation, we 
connect with each other in meaningful ways. May we discover, to-
gether, who we have become in this reborn world. May we carry the 
hope and healing of life-after-Easter in our hearts and offer it, with the 
work of our hands, to each other.  

 
Blessings! — Rev Gail 

The Administrative Assistant will be on vacation from April 
26th through May 8th.  I will be checking on emails every 
few days while away.  If there is a pressing matter please 
email Joanne at joannemturner@hotmail.com for the  
quickest response. 
 
The next newsletter will be issued May 10th. 
     Thank you,  Joanne  

https://www.shutterstock.com/results.mhtml


If you would like a special anniversary or birthday 
mentioned in the newsletter please let us know by 
sending an email to the office.  In order to protect 
your privacy, we do NOT use the church records 
for these announcements and will only include 
them if you send it in! 

Welcome to our Guest Preacher Rev. Pojen Lee 
 

On Sunday April 25th Rev. Pojen Lee will be back at the Jackson 
Community Church as a guest preacher and worshipping with us.  
Pojen’s sermon will be “Mishearing of the Good Shepherd’s voice” 
 
Rev. Lee’s participation will be in person and via Zoom.  If you are 
interested in attending the in person service please RSVP to the 
church office.  In these times of social distancing space will be  
limited and masks will be required. 

Save the date:  May 15th  9am - Noon 
   
Come help out and spruce up the church inside and 
out.  Bring your favorite cleaning supplies, gloves, 
yard tools.  (Masks too!!) 
  
Work inside or out… we will find work for everyone.  

April 11:   Shirley Gravink 
April 11:   Rev. Gail Doktor 
 
May 2:   Linda Hastings 
May 5: Sally Swenson 
May 5:  Judy Botsford 
May 8: John Pepper 
May 16: Steve Swenson 
May 17:  Cheryl Pizor 
May 21:   Antonella Bliss 
 

April 25th:  Colleen and Steve Allbee 
 
 



The Mission Committee is always excited when new members are 
interested in joining.   Are you passionate about a cause that is ei-
ther local or international?  Bring your ideas and positive energy to 
the Mission Committee—everyone is invited.  Current members are 
Linda Hastings, Jeanette Heidmann, Kit Griffin, Jean Melczarek and 
Gloria Hutchings.  

For several years, dedicated walkers and fundraisers have participated in a “local” Walk to END 
Alzheimer’s.  2021 will be our 5

th
 year and we are hoping you will join us on team Eagle’s Rest.   

 
The walk event we have chosen is Saturday, September 18 in York Maine.  We did this walk two 
years ago and it was a beautiful route along the coast and beaches.  The walk is short, about 3 
miles, but there are hundreds of people doing it and it is a festive occasion.   
 
Get more information and sign up to participate at:  Eagle’s Rest Team Page.   
Or Google Alzheimer’s walk, select Sep 18 and look for team Eagle’s rest.  
Questions?  Talk to Jeanette Heidmann 

The much anticipated Plant Sale will be taking place on Saturday, May 
22nd from 9-12, Rain or Shine, in the Church parking lot. 
 
We would love to be the recipient of any extra seedlings you may have.  If 
you have perennials you are weeding through, please pot (and label) some 
up for the sale.  We will have pots under the church stairway for those who 
need them. 
 
All proceeds will go to benefit organizations helping with housing insecurity, 
such as the Way Station, Habitat for Humanity, and an international effort 
like Honduras Hope. 
 
Stay tuned for more information. If you have any questions, contact Gloria 
at gmcblutch@gmail.com 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR?fr_id=14534&pg=team&team_id=674637


A note from Joyce and Mike Scott 
 
Hello Everyone!  Covid guidelines are starting to relax just a little and 
in ways both Mike and I feel are not endangering homeowners and  
volunteers!  This means we just got called back to work two more 
weeks instead of having to take a week off after just one week of 
work!  Yeah!!! 
 
Miss you all though and missing home!  Thinking of you and so         
appreciating each and every one of your partnership in what God is 
calling us to do!  He is SOOOO good!!! 
Shalom, 
Joyce and Mike 
Working on Houses, Talking Bout Jesus 

Click Here for their 
Latest Newsletter 

The Mission Committee wishes to thank the members of the Jackson      Com-
munity Church for their ongoing generous donations to help those with food 
shortages in our community. 

Food donations for the organizations below can be dropped off anytime at the 
Jackson Community Church foyer in the designated basket. 

The Bartlett/Jackson food pantry also accepts gift cards, checks and cash  do-
nations, but must be given to staff at the side door of the Glen Community 
Church between 10 and 12 on Saturdays. For non-food donations for the Way 
Station contact Jeanette Heidmann or send to the Way Station at PO Box 
1888, North Conway 03860. 

The Bartlett/Jackson food pantry is in need of: 

· Condiments: ketchup, mayonnaise, etc. 

· Canned meat, veggies, jams/jellies 

· Paper towels and toilet paper 

· Laundry and dish detergent/ shampoo/conditioner, deodorant/, toothpaste  

 (things that can’t be purchased with food stamps) 

· Beverages: Coffee and Tea 

· Gluten Free items 
 

The Way Station is in need of: 

· Hearty soups, stews, canned spaghetti, canned tuna or chicken. (Only with pop tops). 

· Energy bars, fruit drink boxes, individual fruit cups, peanut butter. 

· Wrapped snack crackers and small raison boxes. 

 

Free Fitness Classes Resume April 21st 
 

Laurie Mcaleer will be resuming the weekly exercise classes at the 
church.  Classes will be held on Wednesday mornings at 9am. 
 
All are welcome to participate, please remember your masks. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D7ommDWmb0wI4l15mc3qdG54GqCoN3zuNPb0oNavImA/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1D7ommDWmb0wI4l15mc3qdG54GqCoN3zuNPb0oNavImA/edit#slide=id.p


 

United Church of Christ Special Mission Offerings sponsor vital ministries that bring hope to people 
in the U.S. and around the world.  Our church has identified four areas where critical human needs 
exist:  
 
• in places lacking health and educational resources and/or where disaster has struck;  
• within systems of injustice which oppress daily life and opportunity;  
• in the lives of church leaders without sufficient resources to live with dignity;  
• in the nurture of youth and congregations just beginning their lives of faith.   
 
We believe these Special Mission Offerings collectively serve to lift people closer to the abundance 
and wholeness to which Jesus Christ has called us to work together to bring about.  We hold the 
UCC Mission Collection twice a year (spring and fall).  The spring collection  will be held from April 
18th through May 2nd.  We would normally have this collection in during service and we will again 
soon, until then envelopes are available in the front of the church and can be left in the little donation 
church. 
 
 

Channels resources for international programs in health,     
education and agricultural development, emergency relief,  
refugee ministries, and both international and domestic       
disaster response, administered by Wider Church Ministries, 
Global Sharing of Resources. 
 

Re-imagines and builds the future of the UCC. Shared at the 
conference and national levels, STC largely supports youth 
ministries and full-time leaders for new churches in parts of 
the country where the UCC does not have a strong pres-
ence. Its also provides support for existing church's new ini-
tiatives.  
 
 
Supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout 
the United States, including the Council for American Indian 
Ministries (CAIM), justice and advocacy, and direct service 
projects supported by Justice and Local Church Ministries. 

 
Funds provide direct financial support to those who serve 
the church and are facing financial difficulties.  Active and 
retired clergy, lay employees, and their surviving spouses 
may be  eligible for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, 
Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, 
and/or Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks. 

 

Spring UCC Special Mission Offering:  April 18th through May 2nd 
Envelopes are available in the front entry way and can be placed in the white 

church donation box.  Checks can also be mailed to the church.   
Please specify which fund(s) and how much you would like to contribute to.  

http://www.ucc.org/oghs
http://www.ucc.org/stc
http://www.ucc.org/nin
https://ext.pbucc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=290&Itemid=300


Inside Out Address Changes, News Updates, Thoughts and Prayers 
 

We strive to keep our church family, near and far, connected through this newsletter.  We would love to hear from 
you!!  Please send us information about yourself or other members of our church community, thoughts and prayers, 
and notices of pertinent community events.  Please also let us know if your address has changed, or if you wish to be 
removed from the mailing list.  Send any correspondence or changes to Jackson Community Church, Attn. Newsletter 
Editor,   PO Box 381, 127 Main St. Jackson, NH 03846 or email to jcchurch@jacksoncommunitychurch.org 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 
       Street address:_________________________________________________ 
        Mailing address: _______________________________________________ 
 
        Email:_______________________ telephone: ____________________ 
  
Thoughts/Prayers:___________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Jackson Community Church Online Giving 
 

The Jackson Community Church now offers the convenience of online giving.  The donate button 
on www.jacksoncommunitychurch.org will link you to our giving page or find it here. 
 

    OR 
 

Donations can also be sent to:      Jackson Community Church 
     PO Box 381 
     Jackson  NH  03846 

Steeple Light 
 
The Jackson Community Church Steeple is lit every evening to 
shine our love, hope and to remind us of those who hold a special 
place in our hearts.  The steeple will be lit in April in memory of 
those who have passed of Covid.  May the light of the Lord help 
sooth the suffering. 
 
 
 
If you would like the steeple lit in memory or in honor of a loved one, 
family  member, friend or  organization, please mail your request 
along with a donation to:   
 

Jackson Community Church 
Attn: Steeple Lighting 
PO Box 381 
Jackson  NH  03846 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=WyZsx5II7UZCE7VHGPDvDzqGHEG8unJTI1YSPESr7ONUOaqr-DXjV9m9m_N1FsbX-0HcOxQtCjalk4Oh&locale.x=US


Appropriate facial coverings (covering the nose and 
mouth) are required at the Jackson Community Church 

in all public spaces and bathrooms. 
 

This helps keep you and our staff safe.  Those who do not 
adhere to our guidelines will be asked not to use the 
space. (we do have safety cameras clearly marked) 

 
For small groups meeting with permission at the church: 
their will be no serving of food and beverages on property, 
for example no potluck or serve yourself food.  It is ok to 

bring your own individual beverages and individually 
wrapped food items.   

 
Email:  jcchurch@jacksoncommunitychurch.org for 

questions regarding this policy. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
#StopTheSpread   #StayHealthy 


