
Greenlaw Mountain Hawk Watch 
A Project of the Saint John Naturalists Club 

2021 Annual Report 

The 2021 Final Report of the Greenlaw Mountain Hawk Watch (GMHW) has been published on 
the Club’s web site.  It was submitted to the NB Wildlife Trust Fund as per the conditions of its 
contribution to the project.  It is published on the NatureNB Listserv and shared with the 
Canadian Wildlife Service, Birds Canada and the Province of NB – Natural Resources. 

Highlights of the 2021 Final Report 

• The thirteenth season for the GMHW built on the work of earlier years by successfully 
continuing to build on its conservation, engagement and education objectives.   

• The GMHW is considered a “major” site among the approximately 200 hawk watches 
operating under the umbrella of the Hawk Migration Association of North America 
(HMANA). 

• Count data are posted daily on HMANA’s Hawkcount.org and become immediately 
available to researchers, resource managers and the public, without charge.  
Observations are also circulated to naturalists through daily postings on the NatureNB 
listserv.  

• The SJNC supports Hawkcount.org with an annual donation of $100.00 USD. 

• Volunteer observers and administrators contributed 476 hours in support of the project 
with 48 observers (a season record) visiting the watch one or more times.   

• Two club field trips visited the watch during the peak Broad-winged movement.  Covid-19 
protocols were followed.  Three people with limited mobility visited the watch using a 
volunteered 4x4 vehicle. 

• Fourteen species of hawks were observed during 274 hours of observation taking place 
on 40 days. 

• The Official Counter logged 9,080 raptors (a season record), which is above the long-
term average of 4,994. The species counts are attached. 

• For the second year in a row, Bald Eagles set a record with 225 being recorded. Turkey 
Vultures, with 630 observed, were also at record numbers. Observations of Broad-
winged Hawks continued to increase from low numbers in 2018 and 2019 to set a record 
of 7,089.   

• Sharp-shinned Hawks were slightly below long term averages while the American Kestrel 
showed an encouraging bump to 183 sightings,19 above their long term average.  Only 
12 Peregrine Falcons were counted, just one above their record low. The remaining 
commonly observed species were close to their historic levels. A Golden Eagle was 
recorded. 

• Movements of “songbirds” appeared to be far from the norm.  Few migrating warblers 
and vireos, which are usually quite abundant on the flanks of the mountain, were noted.  



Movements of Robins, blackbirds, and winter finches were, at best, light, with only one 
significant “push” noted.  Some large movements of movements of Double-crested 
Cormorants and Canada Geese were observed. 

• Extreme weather events seem to be becoming the norm as predicted by climate 
scientists.  Wet breeding seasons, post tropical events, droughts and major rain events 
are more common.  Raptor populations could be adversely affected. 

• The observations reinforced the importance of the Fundy coast as a major migration 
corridor for this region’s raptors.  They are beginning to demonstrate seasonal trends that 
will be important in identifying possible conservation issues in the future.  

• The success of the project continues to be largely a result of the skills and dedication of 
the Official Counter, Todd Watts. Todd tirelessly contributes his time and knowledge 
toward public awareness efforts, observation, recording and reporting as well as on 
administrative activities.  

The GMHW in 2022 

Through the generous support of the NBWTF, private donations and fundraising efforts, the 
project will: 

• Continue in 2022 with a similar program to 2021. 

• Offer Hawk Identification Workshop(s) 

• Lead at least two field trips to the watch including the transport of less-mobile 
volunteers. 

• Build its volunteer base and continue raising awareness through a variety of 
strategies. 

• Continue to seek additional funders in support of long-term sustainability. 



 

Supported by: 

 

SJNC Members and other Naturalists through  
Volunteering, Fundraising and Workshops 

Private Donors 

Our project is funded in part by the NB Wildlife Trust Fund.  The NBWTF obtains a portion of its revenue from the 
purchase of conservation plates by NB residents who are interested in conservation.  Seven dollars from each 
plate goes to the fund annually.  These funds are awarded by the Minister of Natural Resources following review 
and recommendation by an independent board of 17 volunteers.  Revenue from license plates is critical in 
furthering conservation efforts, so please consider purchasing conservation plates with your next car purchase to 
enable the NBWTF to continue to provide financial support for worthy wildlife projects.


