
Cynthia Bland – Candidate for CWS President-Elect 

 

Candidate’s statement:  

I value the Caucus for Women in Statistics and its reach as an international organization. With a 
focus on a more specialized membership, CWS has lots to offer members and the statistics and 
data science communities overall.  
 
Previously in the Caucus I have served as the Membership Chair and Secretary. In these roles, 
I had increasing exposure to the goals, successes, and challenges of CWS. As a member of the 
Executive Committee, I understand the necessity of careful, long-term planning as well as 
experimentation to meet our members where they are with the programming they desire.  
 
As president, I would build on the work of the presidents before me. Dong-Yun Kim’s term of 
president is approaching, and she will focus on a pair of forums: the CWS Forum for scientific 
sharing and the CWS Career Forum for mid-career and career-changers.  Building on the CWS 
Career Forum, I would focus on career development and actively allyship.  

Career development is a missing component in some workplaces and professional 
organizations. CWS can add value to our members by providing resources, workshops, 
opportunities for professional development and growth, networking, and mentorship. Our current 
membership skews older, from academia, and from North America. Providing a focus on career 
development will be more relevant to early- and mid-career members and give our more 
experienced members a way to give back to the profession.  

My second focus continues the theme of giving back to the profession. CWS is an organization 
committed to supporting an inclusive statistics and data science community, but that doesn’t 
mean we have to do it alone. Under my leadership, CWS will seek out allies from across the 
field and actively use the skills, connections, collaborations, networks, and support they have to 
offer. This is an organization for women and gender minorities, but it doesn’t mean we have to 
do all the work all the time. While maintaining a safe and supportive atmosphere, CWS can 
have more active allyship from men.  

Many of our past presidents are from an academic background. My nearly twenty years of 
experience working in industry will be a change that I hope will open CWS to members from all 
areas of statistics and data science. I’m a researcher, collaborator, people manager, and project 
director.  

I’m committed to using my talents, connections, and time to advance our goal to support an 
inclusive statistics and data science community. I am grateful for your support.  

 



 

 

Current position(s): 

• Director, International Statistics Program at RTI International  

• Adjunct Lecturer at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Kenan-Flagler Business School  

 

Degrees:  

• BS Statistics and Economics (American University, 2003)  

• MPH Biostatistics (UNC Chapel Hill, 2007)  

 

CWS activities:  

• Secretary (January 2022 – Present) 

• Presented during the CWS Panel at the Portuguese Statistical Association Conference  

• Currently a CWS “Buddy” to two newer members; Attended 50th Anniversary Celebration and 
“Happy Hour” events 

• Membership Chair (Feb 2019 – December 2021)  

• CWS Member since 2018  

 

Other professional activities:  

• Member: ASA, AAPOR  

• NC Chapter of ASA (Member since 2017; Secretary 2021 - Present)  

• TRB Travel Survey Committee (Member: 2011-2020, Committee Research Coordinator: 2017-
2020) 

Biography:   

Cynthia Bland is a research statistician at RTI International with 19 years of experience working 
on large-scale data collection efforts. Ms. Bland is skilled in sample design and selection, 
complex weighting, statistical programming, data analysis, and reporting. She is certified in 
project management and leads multidisciplinary teams to produce high-quality outcomes. Ms. 
Bland has country experience in Nigeria and Ghana and maintains frequent contact with clients 
and vendors. She is adept at explaining complex statistical concepts to lay audiences. Her 
research interests include highway safety, travel surveys, and Medicare satisfaction. Some of 
her recent research topics in new areas include drones and water quality testing. Ms. Bland 
leads a program of 18 statisticians as they innovate for clients and grow in their own careers.  



Ms. Bland serves as the Secretary for the Caucus of Women in Statistics and the North Carolina 
Chapter of the American Statistical Association. She is a lecturer in statistics for the Kenan-
Flagler School of Business at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and enjoys teaching 
SUDAAN classes on complex modeling. She is a member of the RTI Press Executive Board 
while also serving as a statistical reviewer and associate editor.  

Outside of the statistical world, Ms. Bland serves on the board of the Durham County Women’s 
Commission, as a national vice president in her sorority, and on the board of a local credit 
union.  

 


