
B.4 What opportunities for training and professional development has the project provided? 
 
1. Training for Graduate and Undergraduate Trainees 
The CaRE2 COC provided a 12-week research and community engagement training for 2 Master of Public 
Health interns and 1 MPH research assistant, Spring 2021. 
● Three MPH trainees from the Institute of Public Health at FAMU participated in a research internship with 

CaRE2 : 
o Olumide Arigbede (Epidemiology) developed a research proposal regarding cortisol levels and stress 

as well as a survey database and completed IRB training 
o Renesia Jones (Epidemiology) developed a student and community family history survey, completed 

IRB training, and received an approved IRB application.  
o Carmen Fabre-Pedrero (Health Policy) implemented a cancer family history survey to 50 FAMU 

students and recruited all to an optional cortisol research project. 
● Two (2) undergraduate students participated in all phases of community engagement research and 

program planning:  
o Alexandra Jean-Louis from the University of Central Florida (Orlando, Florida) conducted research to 

examine knowledge of, and willingness to use at-home colorectal and prostate cancer screening tests 
o Gerrinee Ward from Edward Waters College (Jacksonville, Florida) completed a service learning 

project where she contributed to developing information to share with community members and 
organizations promoting community engagement activities. 
 

2. Training and Professional Development for Cancer Advocate 
We regularly invite our cancer advocates to various activities. We have a promotores de salud coalition that has 
been formed (C4-SPA4) with the purpose of providing training to these cancer advocates on “Cancer 101” and 
more advanced issues in cancer as it impacts Hispanic/Latino populations. In addition, we team up with The 
Men’s Cancer Network to promote our various activities, invite representatives to various efforts that help to 
enhance their professional development. Activities we participated on: 
Vision y Compromiso Conference 2020 – C4-SPA4 Presentation reached 51 Promotores de Salud. 
Vision y Compromiso Conference 2019 – C4-SPA4 Presentation reached 35 Promotores de Salud.  
Overall outreach for C4-SPA4: 
2018 - 4335 people reached 
2019 - 9213 people reached  
2020 - 6848 people reached  
2021 - 7810 people reached 
 
3. Training and Professional Development for Citizen Scientists 
The CaRE2 Cancer Citizen Scientist Training Program builds on our previous experience training cancer 
advocates and community health workers (CHWs). Trainee selection was through a competitive application 
process. Training techniques employed include independent learning, lectures and experiential learning. The 
CaRE2 Center Planning and Evaluation Core conducted the program evaluation to foster continuous 
improvement. All three 2020 applicants were accepted to the program. Specifically; 

o Lynn Jones is an African American woman who lives in Jacksonville, Florida. She currently is the editor 
for the Jacksonville Free Press.  

o Kenneth Stokes is an African American man who lives in Gainesville, Florida. He is the executive 
assistant director for the Florida Coalition of Community Health Workers.  

o Dr. Herman Tucker is a native of Jacksonville, Florida and has dual residency in Jacksonville and 
Orlando Florida. He is a retired educator who spends the majority of his time in Jacksonville, volunteering 
at civic- and faith-based organizations.  

The training program focused on Research Advocacy; Research Ethics; Internal Review Board (IRB); Social 
Determinants of Health; Clinical Trials; Omics; Epidemiology; Bioinformatics and Biobanking. The three 
trainees are currently completing the program updated based on CAB guidance for implementation primarily 
for a virtual platform (due to COVID-19). Trainees have opportunities to learn about various aspects of 
CaRE2, including objectives and activities of each core, as well as learn more about its projects. From this, 



trainees will develop a program featuring some aspect of the CaRE2 project to disseminate/share with their 
community. Upon completion of the program, CaRE2 Citizen Scientists will be able to: (1) Discuss ways that 
research advocacy is important to improving cancer health equity; (2) Develop an advocacy project on CaRE2 
cancer research; and (3) Present their advocacy project to key stakeholder groups to include community 
members, scientists and policy makers. 

4. Training for Investigators 
● A CaRE2 Investigator (Dr. Sandra Suther) participated in a Write Winning NIH Grant Proposals Seminar on 

March 15 -16, 2021. 
 


