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Mission Statement: To promote the sharing of genealogical knowledge; to provide assistance to members and the public; to fost er preservation of historical 

records; and to champion and sustain ethical genealogical standards. Find us on the web at http://jaxgen.org 
 

 

Join Us! 
 
The Jacksonville Genealogical Society meets on the third (3rd) 
Saturday of each month, except December, at 1:30 pm at the 
Webb-Wesconnett Library, 6887 103rd Street, in Jacksonville, 
Florida. Members are strongly encouraged to attend, and 
visitors are always welcome. Mark your calendars and plan to 
join us. 
 

2018 Dues 
 
If you have not remitted your payment of dues for 2018, we 
urge you to do so, promptly. Our calendar year is January 
through December; therefore, dues for 2018 are past due. 

 
 

Membership Meeting 
 
Date: 15 September 2018 
 
Speaker: The JEM Team: Joan Tryon, Ellen Brenner, and     
Michael Turpen 
 
Topic: Ellis Island Immigration 
 
Brief Description: This interactive presentation includes the 
history of, the journey to, and the processing of immigrants 
on Ellis Island. Please plan to attend and take on the role of 
immigrants during this time in their lives! 
 
Speaker Bio: The JEM Team consists of our friends from the 
Bartram Trail Genealogy Club. We are pleased to have them 
join us and share this program which they created last year for 
their own organization, where it was a great hit! 
 
 

Mail and E-Mail Address Changes 
 

Please notify us of any address change that you might have. 
Bounced e-mail is a bummer and the Post Office charges us a 
hefty fee for returned postal mail. A simple note to us at 
info@jaxgen.org can help save JGS funds. 
 

Membership Meeting 
 
Date: 20 October 2018 

Location: Please note meeting location change due to 
voting at the Webb Library.  For this meeting we will meet 

at the Willowbranch Library, 2875 Park Street, 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

 
Speaker: Miles Meyer 
Topic: Tour of Online European Archives 
 
Brief Description: Europe is leading the way by putting many 
of their archives online. These archives provide an important 
resource for those researching their European ancestry. This 
class will discuss how to find various regional and national 
archives and the steps needed to find those records that are 
most important to your research. The focus will be on central 
European archives (France, Germany, etc.) and the larger 
archives such as the Europeana website. 
 
Speaker Bio: Miles is a scientist by training but has been 
active in genealogy for over fifteen years in a variety of ways. 
His expertise revolves around new technologies. He is a 
Family History consultant, lecturer and researcher. 
Additionally, Miles has been a beta tester for several 
genealogy companies including AncestralQuest, 
FamilySearch, MyHeritage, and BillionGraves, to name a few. 
Miles has produced several training manuals and maintains 
several websites and blogs on genealogy related activities 
 

Gift of Membership 

 

We invite you to give the gift of Society memberships to your 
friends. We also have a way for you to remember a loved one 
- a Memorial Gift. A year's membership could not be spent 
wiser. The enclosed Membership Application has a check box 
for your convenience. 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
The Northeast Florida Genealogy Conference date has been 
set for Saturday, March 9, 2019. Ann Staley and the 
volunteers are working hard to line up speakers and will be 
releasing details at a later date.  

http://jaxgen.org/
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Happy Birthday 
 
We send a "Happy Birthday" greeting to our 
members who will be celebrating birthdays in 
September and October: 
 
Joel Warner September 9 
Lolia (Ivy) Phillips September 13 
Mary Chauncey September 13 
Ann Staley September 14 
Dick Cardell September 14 
Brenda O'Neil September 16 
Sandra Robinson-Adkins September 24 
Deannie McVeigh September 28 
Robin Barenberg October 4 
Jane Argo Romeo October 5 
Harlan Dittman October 24 
Martha Poarch October 27 
Katheryn Loftin October 29 
 
 

Did You Know that Scholarships 

and Awards are available for 
Genealogy Studies? 

 
As I was searching the internet looking for topics for the 
newsletter I ran across an article that said some young 
professional genealogists were given scholarships for their 
projects. That interested me so I did a search and found 
related topics and locations you might want to research for 
yourself or someone with college studies in areas of history 
and genealogy: 
 

 Conferencekeeper.org 
(http://conferencekeeper.org/grants-scholarships/) 

 International Society of Genetic Genealogy Wiki 
(https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page) 

 Seton Shields Genealogy Grants 
(http://www.megansmolenyak.com/genealogical-
grants/) 

 The Genealogy Fairy™ 
(http://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/2015/08/the-
genealogy-fairy-now-accepting-grant.html) 

 The Suzanne Winsor Freeman Memorial Student 
(https://thefamilycurator.com/suzanne-freeman-
grant/) 

 Cyndi's List 
(https://www.cyndislist.com/education/awards-
competitions-and-scholarships/) 

 Search for “genealogy grant” 
 
 
 
 

The South Carolina State Library is 
Working on a Project to Digitize 

Federal Civil War Documents 
 
Dick Eastman · August 30, 2018 · History, Preservation ·  
http://www.eogn.com --- Used with permission of the author 
 
The South Carolina State Library is working with the 
Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum in Columbia, 
SC, to scan and digitize hundreds of documents from the Colin 
J. McRae Papers, Huse Audit Series. Huse was a Confederate 
purchasing agent for the breakaway states’ Ordinance 
Department in Britain.” 
 
“It’s a collection of original invoices and correspondences that 
list goods and services purchased from England by the 
Confederate military,” Digital Curation and Preservation 
Librarian Jessica Dame said. “The goods and services include 
things like weapons, cloth for uniforms, food, medication, 
freight.” 
 
So far, about 600 items have been scanned. Dame said they 
are about halfway through the process. About 170 documents 
are currently online. 
 
You can read more in an article in the 106.3Word web site 
at: http://bit.ly/2PhuzPO. 
 
This article was taken from the website of Dick Eastman. For 
those who are not familiar with him I decide to attach his photo 
and short bio. You can sign up for his free newsletter for 
articles or subscribe for his more detailed newsletter. 
 
Dick Eastman, author 

 
 
Dick Eastman has been writing this genealogy newsletter for 
22 years. He has been involved in genealogy for more than 35 
years. He has worked in the computer industry for more than 
40 years in hardware, software, and managerial positions. By 
the early 1970s, Dick was already using a mainframe computer 
to enter his family data on punch cards. He built his first home 
computer in 1980. 
 
 

 
  

http://conferencekeeper.org/grants-scholarships/
https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page
http://www.honoringourancestors.com/grants.html
http://www.megansmolenyak.com/genealogical-grants/
http://www.megansmolenyak.com/genealogical-grants/
http://www.geneabloggers.com/genealogy-fairy-genealogy-grants-program/
http://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/2015/08/the-genealogy-fairy-now-accepting-grant.html
http://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/2015/08/the-genealogy-fairy-now-accepting-grant.html
https://thefamilycurator.com/suzanne-freeman-grant/
https://thefamilycurator.com/suzanne-freeman-grant/
https://www.cyndislist.com/education/awards-competitions-and-scholarships/
https://www.cyndislist.com/education/awards-competitions-and-scholarships/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2018/08/30/the-south-carolina-state-library-is-working-on-a-project-to-digitize-federal-civil-war-documents/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/history/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/preservation/
http://www.eogn.com/
http://bit.ly/2PhuzPO
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James Leon “Jack” Bass 

 
Member George Bass has shared another of his family’s 
interesting stories. Thank you George – and your family sure 
has great memories to share. 

 
James Leon “Jack” Bass was born June 28, 1905 in Catawba 
County, NC to Bolton Pierce Bass and Julia Frances Bolick 
Bass. B.P. was 48 and Julia was 44 when Jack was born as 
the last of 10 children. Jack had eight older sisters, ranging in 
age from 2 to 16, and one older brother who was 10 years his 
senior. 

When Jack was five 
years old, the family 
moved from their 
Hickory, Catawba 
County farm to Burke 
County, located on the 
south side of Highway 
70, near the Drexel 
intersection. The farm 
was originally 100 
acres. Jack probably 
had an interesting 
childhood growing up 
with eight older sisters 
on a farm. His Dad was 
a pretty strict 
disciplinarian and 
ensured that Jack had a 

strong work ethic. 
 
Jack’s older sister Ida, who was 15 years older than Jack, 
married John Wesley Melton in 1914 and lived in Black 
Mountain. I suspect that Jack and other family members 
visited her on occasion. The primary mode of transportation 
would have been the train. They could have caught the train at 
the Drexel station and traveled through Morganton, Glen 
Alpine, Marion, and Old Fort to Black Mountain.  
 
It was probably on one of these trips that Jack met his future 
wife, Pearl Mae Burgin.  
 

Jack had 
stated that he 
left home when 
he was about 
16 years old. 
I’m not sure 
what type of 
work he did or 
where he lived. 
There is a good 
chance that he 

lived with some of his family or rented a room and worked at 
one of the many furniture factories in the area. My sister, 

Josephine, thought that he may have worked in one of the 
CCC camps that built the road to Mt. Mitchell. He would have 
been close enough to my Aunt Ida to visit and meet Pearl. 
 

Jack started courting 
Pearl in his late teen 
years and married her 
when he was nineteen. 
He probably made a 
number of trips to Black 
Mountain on the train 
and eventually bought a 
“T” model Ford car. On 
Saturday, April 26, 1924 
Jack sent Pearl a 
telegram telling her that 
he would be arriving in 
Black Mountain that 
evening on #21. There 
are several pictures of 
Jack with his T-model in 
Black Mountain. Jack 

married Pearl on Thursday, December 4, 1924. “Whispering” 
Bill Goodson, a cousin of Pearl, performed the marriage 
ceremony at his home near Black Mountain. 
 
Jack and Pearl lived on the Bass farm during their early years. 
They had two children, James Edwin born in 1927 and Julia 
Josephine born in 1930. 

 

Georgia Jack Pearl 

Jack and Pearl 

Georgia  Jack  Pearl 
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Jack’s mother died in 1930. Her will stated that he was to get 
the house he had built on the farm with two acres of land. 
 
At the height of the depression, Jack and family moved to his 
father-in-law’s farm on Crooked Creek, near Old Fort. I 
suspect the move was precipitated by the lack of jobs and 
money in Burke County. Lula Mae, his third child, was born on 
Crooked Creek. She was the only child not born in Burke 
County. Jack farmed and got involved with Pearl’s cousins who 
made moonshine. He said that he was often invited to stills for 
a drink of whiskey. He never knew when they asked him to 
come whether it was to get a drink or be in a fight. Pearl’s 
cousins were pretty rowdy. 

 After the 
depression, 

Jack moved 
back to the farm 
in Burke 
County. His 
Dad was 
getting old and 
needed help 
with the farm. 
Jack built a 

barn and added to the small house they lived in before moving 
from Crooked Creek. He also cleared a number of new fields 
and kept the land in crops. His sister, Karen, commented that 
he had always worked like he was “fighting fire.” 
 
Jack and Pearl had two more children after they returned to 
Burke County. George was born in 1943 and Martha was born 
in 1946. 
 
Over the years Jack became a functioning alcoholic. He also 
made and sold non-tax paid whiskey. A good amount of the 
corn on his farm went to making whiskey. In the late 40’s I 
remember a still being built at our house. On September 25, 
1945 Jack was placed on probation for 18 months for violating 
federal internal revenue laws associated with selling non-tax 

paid whiskey. In 
1951, his car was 
seized by the 
internal revenue 
because it was found 
near a still. Pearl had 
cautioned Jack 
about going into the 
still. When he went 
into the still, the 
revenue service 
raided it. Jack 
managed to out run 
them and hide, but 
they found his car 
and confiscated it. 
Pearl filed a petition 
to get it returned, but 

it was not successful. On December 15, 1966, Jack’s 
residence was searched for non-tax paid whiskey. Fortunate 
for Jack, Julius Page, the magistrate issuing the search 
warrant was one of Jack’s friends, and passed word to him via 
a mutual friend that he was going to be searched. Jack 
ensured that all of the whiskey had been hid away from the 
house and premises and the search did not turn up anything. 
 
In addition to farming, Jack got into the timber business. In the 
early 50’s he bought a sawmill and located it near his house. 
Jack was an excellent timber cruiser and could accurately 
estimate the amount of pulpwood or board-feet in a stand of 
timber. He also bought stands of pine trees that he cut into 
pulp wood. Many families in the area heated their homes with 
wood stoves. Jack supplied firewood to many of these families. 
 

 
By the early 60’s, the timber business in Burke County was 
getting bad because most of the timber had been cut. It was 
difficult to find enough timber stands to make a living. Jack also 
had arthritis in his hips and the outdoor work that required 
walking and moving about was painful for him. He decided to 
go to work at Drexel furniture factory. He did keep a tractor 
with a number of plows and farm implements. He kept several 
of the fields in crops and plowed gardens in his spare time. 
 
Jack worked for Drexel Furniture in the rubbing room until he 
retired in 1970. After he retired, he limited his work to farming 
with the tractor. 
 
Jack died of a heart attack on Saturday, December 2, 1972. 
 

Bob Mull, Jack and George 
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FamilySearch Announces New 
Historical Records Added 

 

On 28 Aug 2018, FamilySearch expanded its free online 
archives with new historical records for Chile, Dominican 
Republic, France, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Peru, 
Portugal, Russia, Sweden, Ukraine, and the United States, 
which includes California, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, 
Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, Texas, and Virginia. New 
digital images were added from BillionGraves, Italy, Peru, 
Russia, Louisiana, and Wales. 
 

U.S. Year Books at Ancestry 

1900-1990 

 
Can you imagine! We can now look up those relatives when 
they were in their “awkward” teenage years. Can’t wait to see 
my folks! 
 

Epidemics 
By Bryan L. Mulcahy, MLS, (bmulcahy@leegov.com), 

Reference Librarian, Fort Myers Regional Library;  

2450 First St, Fort Myers, FL 33901,  

Tel: (239) 533-4626, Fax: (239) 485-1160  

(BLM 11/3/2017) --- Used with permission of the author. 
 

Epidemics are of particular interest to genealogists because 
they often explain why ancestors died in great numbers in a 
given area or region or left an area for no apparent 
reason.  Epidemics have occurred worldwide throughout 
human history.   

 
When and where epidemics have occurred, entire towns and 
families were often wiped out.  This resulted in large numbers 
of people disappearing from most conventional records; tax 
rolls, deeds, voting records, censuses that initially leaves the 
researcher with a brick wall.  In many cases an epidemic struck 
the locality where the ancestor lived, killing them and 
possibility others in the family. There is the possibly of one or 
two family members died from a local epidemic and the other 
surviving relatives moved away. 
 
The United States has faced its share of epidemics throughout 
our history.  Two of the most severe were the  yellow fever 
outbreak that swept through the South in 1841 and the 
infamous 1918 Spanish flu outbreak which quickly throughout 
the world eventually hitting the United States.  This latter 
epidemic claimed the lives of an estimated 25 to 40 million 
people. 
 
In many cases, due to the fear of spreading disease, the 
remains were burned quickly with little concern for 
documenting names of the deceased.  The most common 
epidemics involved the following diseases. Yellow fever, 
measles, influenza, cholera, smallpox, typhus, scarlet fever 
and typhoid were the great epidemics affecting different 
regions within the United States and the European continent 
at different times from the 1600s to the early 20th century. 
Major widespread epidemics have been done away with over 
the last 90 years due to improved medical care and 
vaccinations. 
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Some epidemics were fairly localized such as in South 
Carolina in 1738 where a smallpox epidemic occurred. In 1788 
in the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and in New York City, 
a major outbreak of measles killed thousands. Over 500 
people died of influenza in one month in a small region of 
Virginia in 1793. During 1837, the city of Philadelphia had an 
outbreak of typhus. 
  
Yellow fever was one of the worst epidemics for most regions. 
The fatal disease was all across the United States in 1852 to 
1853 and killed 8,000 citizens of New Orleans, Louisiana alone 
during the summer of 1853. In just three years, yellow fever 
appeared again in most areas of the United States. 
  
In 1857 to 1859, one of the worst influenza epidemics affected 
people all across the world. It happened again in 1873 to 1875 
with the death of thousands from influenza around the 
globe.  The last great influenza epidemic worldwide was in 
1917 to 1919 during World War One. The disease sicken the 
normally healthy young adults and the very elderly, killing them 
within days. It was known as Spanish Flu. 
  
When an epidemic occurred, it could cause the mortality rate 
to reach as high as sixty percent of those who contracted a 
disease. When people died faster than graves could be dug, 
there was little time to make note of the event, even in a family 
Bible. 
It was generally recent immigrants, children, laborers, and the 
poor who were most affected from the epidemics. Wealthy 
residents could escape the plague by leaving the city or region 
they lived in until conditions improved. 
  
Our companion study guide by the same title Epidemics will 
provide a comprehensive listing of the epidemics that have 
occurred within the continental United States. 
 
 

Saturday Hours Are Ending Soon at 

State Archives of Florida 

 
Special Saturday Hours: One Saturday per month through 
October 2018, the reference room will be open to the public 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 
Dates include:      September 15 

October 13 
 

Physical Location: State Library and Archives of Florida 
R.A. Gray Building, Second Floor 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
Phone: 850.245.6600 

 
Additional Information for Your Reference 
Hours and Holidays – Regular Hours are Monday-Friday 9:00 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Closed weekends and state holidays. 

Parking: Park in Lot E, the parking garage adjacent to the 
building. Patrons can ask for a parking token at the circulation 
desk to keep from paying the $5 fee when exiting this garage. 
Park in any of the metered spaces on Martin Luther King 
Boulevard at the rear of the building. Bus parking is available 
at the rear of the building. Additional parking is available at 
Kleman Plaza (Bronough/Duval Street) and the Civic Center 
(Pensacola Street). 
 
Resources Available In Person/On-Site Only Library 

 Databases Available On-Site Only 
 Get a Library Card 
 All Microfilm 
 Archives 
 Access to Records 
 Research and Technical Assistance 
 Copies of Archives Materials 

 
Tours of the facility can be arranged for small educational and 
civic groups and interested individuals. Tours must be 
scheduled in advance. Tours are only offered during business 
hours.  
 
 

FindMyPast Announces Release of 
over 53 Million Indexed Electoral 

Registers 
 
On Friday, August 31st 2018, “Leading British and Irish family 
history website, Findmypast, has today announced the release 
over 53 million indexed England and Wales Electoral 
Registers covering the 1920s and early 1930s. 
 
The new collection, England & Wales Electoral Registeres 
1920-1932, has been created by reprocessing the original 
documents in order to improve image quality. Findmypast has 
also developed a new process for picking out individual 
names, allowing this vast bank of records to be searched with 
greater accuracy than ever before. 

  
Electoral Registers are listings of all those registered to vote 
in a particular area. The lists were created annually to record 
the names of eligible voters and their reason for eligibility, such 
as their residence or ownership of a property. Registration for 
voters in England has been required since 1832 and registers 
were typically published annually, making electoral registers 
and excellent resource for tracking ancestors between the 
census years or for uncovering the history of your home or 
local area.” 

 
For more information, please visit: 
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-
Records/england-and-wales-electoral-registers-
1920-1932  

https://dos.myflorida.com/library-archives/research/plan-your-visit/holiday/
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/england-and-wales-electoral-registers-1920-1932
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/england-and-wales-electoral-registers-1920-1932
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/england-and-wales-electoral-registers-1920-1932
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Upcoming Events 
 

First Saturday of every month DNA Study Group 
Time: 10:00 am Murray Hill Library, Jacksonville 
 
 
Second Saturday of every month Bartram TrailGenClub at Bartram Trail Branch Library 
Time: 2:00 pm 60 Davis Pond Blvd., Jacksonville, Florida 32259 
 
 
Second Saturday of each month The Southern Genealogist’s Exchange Society 
Time: 10:00 am-12:30 pm Mandarin Regional Library, 3330 Kori Rd, Jacksonville, 32257 
 
 
Friday, 14 Sep 2018 Legacy Family Tree Webinars 
Time: 2:00 pm Online Webinar 
Speaker: C Ann Staley, CG®, CGLSM 
Topic: Slave Narratives: Telling the Story of Slavery and Families 

The WPA Federal Writers' Project (FWP) of the late 1930's provides us with more than 2,300 first person accounts of former 
slaves. The slave narratives, with their autobiographical accounts, can provide insight into the institution, rich context, and clues 
for family research. But how can we use this rich resource? Can they be relied upon? Names of family members, names of 
plantations, owners, and their family members; birth, marriage and death information for individuals; context for daily life in 
particular places. 

Registration: https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar_details.php?webinar_id=748 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 
If you can’t make the webinar, visit the Legacy Family Tree Webinar website and view the recording for the next 7 days for free. 
 
Saturday, 15 Sep 2018 St. Augustine Genealogical Society 
Time: 1:00 p.m. Southeast Branch Library, 6670 US 1 South, St. Augustine 
Speaker: Margaret M. Nicholson 
Topic: A Personal Case Study of How DNA Can Help to Find One’s Roots 
 
 
Thursday, 20 Sep 2018 FSGS Poolside Chat Free Webinar 
Time: 8:00 pm to 9:00 pm Online Webinar 
Speaker: Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG 
Topic: But, It’s All On The Internet! 

The internet is a wonderful tool for researching our ancestors. But, it should not replace some of the tried-and-true methods for 
discovering our ancestors. 

Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4229832613470786049 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 
 
 
Saturday, 13 Oct 2018 St. Augustine Genealogical Society 
Time: 1:00 pm Southeast Branch Library located at 6670 US 1 South, St. Augustine 
 Family History Faire 
 
Thursday, 18 Oct 2018 FSGS Poolside Chat Free Webinar 
Time: 8:00 pm to 9:00 pm Online Webinar 
Speaker: Gina Philibert-Ortega 
Topic: The Anatomy of BMD: What You Don’t Know About Vital Records 

Everyone knows about vital records, right? This presentation looks at the history of vital records in the United States, variations 
of those records, and alternatives. 

Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3265963337167037185 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 
 

https://sagsonline.org/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4229832613470786049
https://sagsonline.org/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3265963337167037185
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