
 

 

 

Your address label indicates the year that your current membership expires. If  you  have any                       
questions, please call Sue McCormack (406) 370-8071.  Your continued support is so                  
important to all the animals. Thank you! 

 
PASS IT ON                           
to a friend when you are             
finished reading your           
newsletter.  By increasing   
readership and awareness 
you will be performing a            
valuable service for the            
animals we’re trying to help.  
You can assist us in cutting 
costs by advising us of your 
change of address or             
duplicate mailings.  We 
would appreciate your help 
in updating our records. 

 (   ) Please send me information on the Kennel Sponsorship Program 

Shelter Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri - 1-6 pm; Wed - CLOSED; Sat - noon - 5 pm; Sun - 2-5 pm                    

Serving Our Community Since 1972 
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President’s Corner……..Kathy Butts 

Bitter Root Humane Association     Summer 2020 

Our last newsletter left you                  
wondering what was going to            
happen with the mediation that we 
would be having with the 
Stonegate residents who filed an 
appeal of the Conditional Use                
Permit granted by the City Zoning 
Board of Adjustment. Well – it was 
a long mediation and, in the end, 
the BRHA agreed to test sound 
levels post construction and              
mediate sound if it proves                      
necessary. Unfortunately, the only 
way BRHA could afford the                 
construction delay created by the 
appeal, was to eliminate the west 
wing of the dog kennels. BRHA 
sincerely hopes to be able to add 
that wing back at some point in the 
future. 

This spring, Kent Barbian, who 
was one of the Stonegate residents 
with the suit against BRHA, 
threatened another action. He has 
appealed the Zoning Administra-
tors decision to not revoke the 
original Conditional Use Permit. 

Kent Barbian wanted the BRHA to 
refile the BRHA’s original request 
for conditional use with a correction 
to account for the elimination of the 
west wing. 

Mr. Barbian has also questioned the 
City of Hamilton’s payment to the 
BRHA for services provided to the 
City, the City Police, and the             
Emergency Plan that covers not 
only the City of Hamilton, but all of 
Ravalli County.  We are again find-
ing that we need to spend precious 
time and resources protecting the 
future animals that will need to find 
shelter with the Bitter Root                  
Humane Association.  

There is much good news to report. 
Construction continues, kennel 
walls are going up, the final slab is 
being poured and, in a week, or so 
we should see steel going up as well! 
We are on schedule to celebrate 
opening sometime during the                
winter holidays!!!! Stay tuned. 

262 Fairgrounds Road                                         
P.O. Box 57                                                              
Hamilton, MT  59840 

406.363.5311                                          
opmanager@bitterroothumane.org 
www.bitterroothumane.org 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS      

Kathy Butts, President                                
Mary Gehl, Vice President/Secretary                      
Linda Williams, Treasurer                      
Barbara Garten                                          
Sue McCormack                                       
Robin Dewey                                            
Jen Chase                                              
Michele Craig                                        
Kathy Good, President Emeritus 
BRHABoardofDirectors@gmail.com  

 

STAFF 

Rachel Kramer, Operations Manager 

Peggie Noffsinger, Bookkeeper                                                      

Chelsea Detweiler                                         
Office/Volunteer Coordinator        

Char, Medical Specialist  

Amber, Lead Attendant 

Kelly, Heather, Betty & Megan                     

Don't miss out on a single issue of the BRHA Paw 

Prints Newsletter...annual memberships run January 

through December...check your label for your member-

ship expiration date and renew if you have expired! 

What's Happening? 
Due to the recent increase in Covid-19 cases locally, we are taking proactive 
measures to ensure the safety of our staff & community. Our doors are open, 
but we asked that appointments be made whenever possible. Temperatures 
will be taken for all who enter and there will be a limited number of people 
allowed in at any given time. We ask that if you're sick or been close to some-
one who is that you reframe from coming in and would appreciate masks be 
worn. When entering please check-in at the front desk. Sanitizer is available 
for the public use.  We're sorry for the inconvenience, and appreciate your co-
operation & understanding. Please feel free to call us at (406) 363-5311 with 
any questions.  
Right Now & Ongoing - "Unleash Tomorrow" see more info at:  
www.bitterroothumane.org 
Right Now & Ongoing - "Buy-A-Tomorrow"   see more info at:  
www.bitterroothumane.org 
July 25th - 2nd Time Around Jewelry Sale - Elk's Club, Hamilton 
August 22nd - Pints for Pets -  Fin's Tap House, Corvallis 
September 4th 2-4 p.m. - DUNK THE MAYOR FOR PETS - Rav-
alli   County Fair 
November 21st - BRHA Festival of Wreaths - Bitterroot River Inn 
December 1st - #Giving Tuesday - online & at the shelter 
December 5th - BRHA's Cookie Walk, Bake Sale & More-City 
Hall Bedford Building, Hamilton 
December - Paws To Remember - All month at the shelter 

*Please check our website 
and Facebook page often 

for more event info &               
new additions!  

Bitter Root Humane Association               Summer 2020 
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612 N. First St., Ste. 2             

Hamilton, MT  59840            

(406) 363-2187 

 

Thank you to all our “Be 

Kind To Animals” Poster 

Contest entrants...your 

kindness to animals will 

make their  

future better! 1st Place - Macy Rigby 

2nd Place - Ellie Fontaine 

Josie Baggett 

chose BRHA as her HHS  

Senior Project . By  sharing 

her artistic  talents with 

these wonderful posters she 

was able to help spread the 

word about BRHA all 

through out the  

community. 

Our Youth Are Our Future 
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Without you, we cannot do what we do…               

Thank you for your continued support! 
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Staff masking it in style thanks to the handmade masks from Claudia & customers 

@ Patchwork Quilts, Hamilton and Georgine @ Lisa Archer Silks in Victor. 

We don’t know all your names and some we didn’t even get a chance to see, but our heartfelt thanks to all of the 
businesses, supporters & community members who, in some way, made it possible for us to keep our staff safe & 
working and our services going during this time of uncertainty.  It definitely takes a village and we're proud to be 

part of this awesome generous community! 

Hand sanitizer to                 

the rescue!                                 

Thank you Westslope 

for sharing and                       

Bitterroot Brewing & 

Higherground Brewery 

for  providing the 

growlers to get it here! 

     As one of the few animal shelters in Montana that remained open throughout the Covid-19 out-

break we activated our preparedness plan in accordance with our established business continuity 

plan. We locked our front door during normal business hours and changed to “by appointment on-

ly” so that no one would be turned away that needed to surrender an animal, drop off a stray or 

learn more about adopting one of our available animals. Everyone that entered the shelter was re-

quired to sanitize their hands, take their temperature and practice social distancing. We installed 

plexiglass at the front counter and increased our current sanitation routine to several times per day.  

     Each week we averaged 25 to 30 appointments and hundreds of phone calls. We conducted as 

much business as possible outside so we could minimize the amount of people in the shelter at one 

time.  People were so grateful that we were still open to help them. On June 1st we unlocked our 

front door during normal business hours and do not require appointments anymore. We continue to 

practice social distancing and increased sanitation routines. We are now able to invite back more volunteers and just in time since 

our cat population has tripled in one week! 

     We are grateful to our employees for their dedication and to the volunteers for the hundreds of hours of time they devote to the 

shelter every month.  The community has been so supportive throughout this difficult time; people have donated masks that they 

sewed for our staff, extra cleaning supplies, hand sanitizer, dog and cat food for our public food pantry and monetary donations.  

And the best news is, during all this hardship the last three months, we were able to still find forever homes for seventy-eight (78) 

cats and fifty-five (55) dogs! 

     For the Bitter Root Humane Association, the “new normal” is yet another challenge that we are all facing together, with the 

overwhelming dedication and support from volunteers, the community, employees and board members we can overcome anything 

the “new normal” brings us. 

Manager’s Corner……………...by Rachel Kramer 
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2021 BRHA Pet Calendar Photo Contest 
We are excited to announce that our 2021 calendar will be featuring photos of dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, or any 
animal that was adopted from the BRHA! Enter a favorite photo of your pet to win one of 13 coveted spots in 
the BRHA 2021 Calendar! All winners will receive a free calendar, with the cover winner receiving a photo 
shoot with one of our wonderful shelter photographers. Please email your entry to: jcchase@hotmail.com with 
“BRHA Calendar Contest” in the subject line. Please include your name, address, name of your pet and their 
name while at the shelter (if you know it) and year of adoption.  
Important Information: 

The photo must be of your pet only (no people in the photos please) and remember he/she must be a 
BRHA alumni. Limit of 2 photos per adoptee. 

 
Only digital entries of at least 150 dpi will be considered. No print photographs please. If your entry was 

taken by a professional photographer or commercial studio, you must send us a signed copyright               
release. 

 
Photos become the property of BRHA and may be used and/or altered for the 2021 calendar and for other 

fundraising efforts.  
 

All entries must be received no later than noon on August 14th, 2020 to be considered. 

Where Are They Now….. 

Hello!  I just wanted to share an update on Aslan with you. 

I’m not sure if you remember him, he was the blind orange cat that I adopted and we flew him to PA to 

live.  Aslan has been with us 4 1/2 years now. He is the sweetest old soul. He is so full of love and                 

personality. He gets along great.  Still loves to run through the hallway (even though he’s at least 15 

years old). He loves to lay in my arms while I’m watching TV. Aslan had to have all his teeth removed 3 

years ago. He recently had routine blood work done and looks to be perfectly healthy!  Wanted to                

update you on this long distance success story! Please know that he is loved beyond words! He has 

been a wonderful addition to my misfits!! He makes my heart smile every time he gives me one of his 

goofy looks or I find him laying in one of his very unique sleeping positions!! Hoping for several more 

wonderful years with him...Thank you for trusting him to me and know that he is loved more than any 

words could ever say! Thanks for all you do….thank you for the gift of Aslan!   Gretchen B. 

We love getting updates...please share your “Happy Tails” with us to: BRHA, PO Box 57                    

Hamilton, MT  59840 or email to:  BRHABoardofDirectors@gmail.com 
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 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 Special  THANKS to Shear Delight, Moeller’s Nursery, Burnt Fork Veterinary Clinic, & 

Rachel Kramer Insurance Agency for sponsoring the wonderful adoption ads  for our 

precious BRHA residents in the Bitterroot Star and the Ravalli Republic. Pictures truly 

help to find forever homes! 

If you or your group would like to host an event in support of the shelter, please contact us to share your ideas!                                       
Call the shelter at (406) 363-5311 or email Mary at: BRHABoardofDirectors@gmail.com 

A 365 day a year office needs and uses 
functioning office machines and luckily, 
we have awesome donors that make 

sure we can do our jobs! 
Huge thanks to Julie Foley for the new 
paper shredder and to First Montana 
Title Company for the great efficient 

photo copier. 

And thanks  
Corvallis Primary School 2nd Graders 

for helping to keep BRHA and 

Community Food Pantry stocked! 

RIBBONS FOR LIFE RAFFLE HUGE SUCCESS! 

334 Tickets were sold for a total of $1670.00 with 70% to BRHA 

Congrats to our winners! 

1st Place: Tammy R. $200.40  -  2nd Place: Cheryl D. $150.30 

3rd Place: Peg K. $100.20  -  4th Place: Clint & Sherri S. $50.10 

We sincerely thank everyone that played and double thanks to our winners who donated their 

good fortune back to help us care for all the critters! 

Since teaming up with Amazon Smile, BRHA has received 

$915.36 in cash donations from Amazon and you can be a 

part of that just by shopping on Amazon Smile and                

choosing BRHA as your charity...Amazon will do the rest!      

 www.smileamazon.com 
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Don’t Miss….Fin’s Pint Night for Pets! 

Saturday, August 22nd  5pm to 9pm 

Great brews, awesome food, beautiful 
views, games of  chance and tunes on the 

patio…. and all for a great cause! 

COMING SOON 

TEE SHIRTS 

To Support BRHA! 

Online Sales Through 

AMAZON 

We will post all the details soon on our  

website & Facebook page! 

Mayor Dominic is taking the 

“DUNK” for Pets again! 

Ravalli County Fair 2020 

Friday, September 4th 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
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These have been very difficult times for the country, and 
the shelter has certainly felt that too.  In part of April and all of 
May we had to slim down our volunteer roster to just the bare        
necessities: one dog socializer a day, 2 photographers, and one 
transporter.  It was tough.  I am always happy to see our steadfast 
volunteers come through the door: they lighten the load for the 
staff and provide much needed human interaction with our            
animals, who also look forward to seeing them; we definitely felt 
the absence of our trusted volunteers.  I am so happy that we were 
able to open the shelter up to volunteers and the public again on 
June 1st!   We still rely heavily on community involvement and I’m 
thrilled to see the shelter bustle with activity a bit more.   

One of the most coveted volunteer roles is that of dog            
socializers; it’s also the most important when it comes to dog 
adoptability.  Our shelter dogs are not just getting food and water 
while they’re here; they’re learning commands and manners that 
will hopefully help them find their forever home.  The volunteer 
dog socializers are a committed group of people who care deeply 
for each dog’s wellbeing.  Socializing the dogs is not just “playing 
with the dogs:” it’s an intentional technique to fine-tune the dog’s 
behavior and control outbursts.  We use the clicker training method 
at the shelter and it really does have amazing results.  Clicker training is easy for people to learn and it gets 
great results and focus from the dogs.  Our socializers will be required to attend a clicker training class before 
they’re allowed to work with the dogs; it’s best if the dogs receive the same approach from the staff as well as 
the volunteers.  If used effectively, clicker training reduces pulling and lunging; for the treat-driven dog it’s a 
tiny reward for the behavior we expect from them.   

Dog socializing is a ton of fun but it’s also a 
chance for the shelter dogs to become used to 
meeting new people and learning to react the 
same way towards them as they would their 
caretakers. Socializing provides great exercise 
for the dogs and a fun way for people be more 
involved in the community.  If you’re interested 
in helping out at BRHA you can get a volunteer 
application from our website or come into the 
shelter to talk about our needs! 

 

Volunteers …………………………………………………..By Chelsea Detweiler 
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Memorials February 1, 2020 through June 15, 2020 

MEMORIALS                                                                 

BRHA gratefully acknowledges the support and generosity of so many who wish to honor the memory of loved 

ones.  We are humbled by the dedication and love of animals that those departed loved ones exhibited, and are 

truly grateful to their families for suggesting that memorials be sent to the BRHA for the benefit of the animals.  

In Loving Memory of Pets 

FOR FROM 

Jack                                

“The Bitterroot 

Beagle” 

Mary & Al Gehl 

Cleo Carol & David Mackie, 

Sue & Dave                 

McCormack 

Ling Ling Mary Jane & George 

Solander 

Baxter Mary & Al Gehl 

Prissy Mary & Al Gehl 

Andy, beloved 

companion of     

Connie Johnson 

Barbara Bayer 

Kodi Kathy Mayerchak 

Nikki Terry & Carla Pohland 

Rio, beloved pet of 

Charles & Anita 

McCartney 

Pat Montgomery 

Kitty “Saiga Jennifer Laing 

“Kia” Helen Baker 

FOR FROM 

Lily Susie Thomas 

Neeko & Sam Don & Linda Williams 

Sabastian Wendell Petersen & 
James Long 

Piper Ricky & Mary Hyatt 

Zeus Michael McKee 

Kobe, beloved cat Michael & Janellel Witt 

Sadie Dewey Susan Thomas 

“Kiddo” Peter & Marcia                         

Sadowski 

“Fernie” Sandy & Bill                    

Schlotterbeck 

St. Thomas, little cat 

visitor 

Joseph & Kea Yanzick 

Dear Friends of Animals, 
Enclosed please find my donation of $100 in 
memory of Zeus, who was my companion for                   
14 years, and one of the finest animals ever to 
come from a shelter. He was approx. 1 1/2-2 years 
old, when I adopted him from the Philadelphia 
SPCA, and was the finest dog that I ever owned. I 
still have two other rescue dogs, but Zeus was spe-
cial, and was a favorite of the regulars at the local 
dog park.  
I hope that this contribution will help you in your 
drive to provide an intermediate home for other 
animals, while they wait for their forever home.   
Sincerely, Mike M., Hamilton 

The Pet Crematorium 
"In our gardens repose the  remains of those that possess beauty without                
vanity, strength without insolence, courage without ferocity, and the virtues of 
man without his vices; our pets" - Lord Byron 
 
Losing your pet can be a difficult experience for you and your  family. To many, 
the loss is not only of a pet, but of a very close friend and member of the family. 
Some pet owners feel that cremation simplifies the burial of their pet, some          
appreciate the environmental responsibility that cremation affords. The Pet    
Crematorium at Bitter Root Humane Association will help complete the cycle of 
life by providing a proper memorial to the animal who shared that special bond. 
BRHA cremation service considers it our great honor to share in the final act of  
respect for your pet. For information please call us at (406) 363-5311 
or visit our website and click on Services.  
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Memorials February 1, 2020 through June 15, 2020 

In Loving Memory of People In Honor of 

FOR FROM 

James E. Brummit Jo Ellen Blackely 

Dave Berenyi Mary & Al Gehl               

Wester Interstate           

William Malone                  

Cheryl Leach                  

James & Shan Vetter        

Lenora & David Fields      

Brenda Berenyi 

Geraldine Ann Sitko 

“Ma” 

Paul & Cathy Hart 

Dallas Womack Alice Foster 

Elaine O’Leary Bob & Jane Popham 

Jacqueline Plummer Terry & Sherry Phillips 

Willie Lesky Shirley Lesky 

Lisa Zinner Janet Tatum                   

Jane Stanton 

Jack Hamilton Roderick & Linda  

Brewer 

Marjorie Buecheler Corvallis American        

Legion 

Judy Paul “Jorja” Schilling 

Carol Spencer Pamela Stevens           

Gregory & Robin            

Aeschliman 

Sandra Clarkson David & Gail Coe 

Joan Hansen Charlotte & Charlie 

Oliver 

Ferris Memorial Dan & Marie Myers 

FOR FROM 

Neil Olsson Mary & Al Gehl 

Johnnie Strother Paula Drga 

John J. Testagrossa 

Jr. 

Mariam Kalamiam 

Priscilla Peters Loretta Peters 

Dale Dye Alice Foster 

Betty Ellis Hodge Western MT Porcelain 

Artists 

Donald Berkley Sheila Berkley              

The Seymour Family 

Jack “Doc” Ward Mildred Taylor-Williams           

Richard & Mary Denise 

Guiliani                       

E.G. & Mary G. Parks         

Ralph & Marilyn Keppel         

Isabella Moerkerke 

Helen Hedman Nancy Parish 

Jeff Garbett Joseph & Kea Yanzick 

Marilyn Johnson Beth Robbins 

For From 

Mable McKillop’s Carol Meves 

Janel Queen, Happy 

60th Birthday, 

daughter 

Alvin & Laura                      

Watlington 

Tami Bayer Barbara 

Emilie Kirkhus’             

Birthday 

Lois Vallance 


