
 

 

PASS IT ON                           
to a friend when you are             
finished reading your           
newsletter.  By increasing   
readership and awareness you 
will be performing a valuable                  
service for the animals we’re 
trying to help.  You can assist 
us in cutting costs by advising 
us of your change of address or  
duplicate mailings.  We would 
appreciate your help in                     

updating our records. 
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“BUY A TOMORROW”....by Sue McCormack 

As Kathie’s article indicates, construction on the new 
BRHA shelter has begun.  Our Capital Campaign efforts 
have been quite successful with many wonderful donors 
giving significant gifts and support.  We have reached 

about 80% of the estimated cost to build. 

But we need your help!!  “Buy A Tomorrow” is the way 
that you can show your support for our mission and all 

the wonderful critters that come through our doors.  For 
a donation of $1,000 you can “Buy A Tomorrow” and be 
recognized with a personalized leaf on our donor tree 

that will be painted on a wall in the Community Room of 
the new shelter.  Please give consideration to this giving 
opportunity and help us “Unleash Tomorrow”.....together 
we can build a better place for them to call home before 

their forever home! 

Hello Friends of the Bitter Root Humane Association! 
I am Kathie Butts and I stepped into the void created 
when Sue Devlin resigned. Sue has had some health                  
issues that she has been bravely soldering through but             
finally decided that she can’t continue so here I am. If 
you don’t know me, I am a Realtor with Berkshire               
Hathaway Home Services Montana Properties in                  
Hamilton. My husband I share our lives with 3 cats, all 
shelter alumni and 3 dogs, one of which is also an          
alumnus. I like to laugh, and I like to have a good time. I 
have served on the BRHA Board of Directors for a long 
time and I'm also the Chairperson of the Construction               
Committee for our new shelter. I am super proud of the 
new building our team will be creating. It has been well 
planned, with every detail thoughtfully considered.  We 
are looking forward to the day that we move our animal 
guests into a clean designed just for them shelter!  Stay 
tuned for updates and keep those donations rolling in, we 
still need your help!!! 
Thank you for all the donations already received. There 
is so much good will in our valley – it is a privilege to             
witness the generosity of our community  

Kathie 

We're under construction                                                           
& Open for business! 
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“Paws To Remember”  

By lighting a bulb on the BRHA Pet Christmas Tree 
For a $5 donation, light a red bulb to honor a beloved pet or a white bulb in memory of a             

special departed companion.  Our tree will be on display, with your pet’s bulb decorating the 

tree the entire month of December!  

Simply complete the form below and mail along with your check to:  BRHA Tree Lights, PO 

Box 57, Hamilton, MT  59840.  *For multiple bulbs please feel free to use a separate piece of 

paper to list the information.  Bulbs will also  be on sale at the shelter beginning 11/29/19. 

Name _______________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

              ___________________________________ 

In Honor of: ________________________________ 

In Memory of:_______________________ 

    

What does a BRHA Board Member do?....by Mary Gehl 

Good question...and the answer is, whatever needs to be done!  Yes, there are meetings….the board is charged with 

not only keeping the doors open at the shelter, but also overseeing the organization’s business operations; and in order 

to do both, many members sit on one or more committee’s to get those jobs done.  Some work quietly behind the 

scenes guiding the organization, some are actively involved in the daily shelter operations doing dishes, helping at the 

front desk and taking pictures of our wonderful guests. Many of our board members are retired, some are working part-

time or full-time, so the hours committed vary, but all are volunteers with a passion for the BRHA mission...no matter 

what it takes! 

Board members are elected each year at our Annual Membership Meeting in March to a three year term. If you’re inter-

ested in joining our board and you are a current member in good standing, we’d love to hear from you! Please send a 

letter of interest to: BRHA Nominating Committee, PO Box 57, Hamilton, MT  59840 and one of our committee mem-

bers will contact you for a personal interview. For more info or questions contact Mary Gehl at dogmommary@aol.com 
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WOW is all we can say to our generous art sale donors who made our 2019 

Previously Appreciated ART SALE such a success!  Our thanks to all our 

never tiring volunteers who collected, sorted, cleaned & carried all the works 

of art to make sure the event was special and to our wonderful generous 

customers who shopped till they found just the perfect work of art!  Last but 

not least, THANK YOU to our sponsors who without them the event would 

not have been possible….please SHOP LOCAL and SUPPORT THOSE THAT 

SUPPORT US!  
Tin Can Bar & Draft Room -  A2Z Personnel 

CHS/Mountain West Coop -  Stevensville 

Other BRHA Events Brought To You By 

 

Evans Ace Hardware       
714 N. 1st St                             

Hamilton, MT  59840              

Ph: (406) 363-3351 
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Help Us Build a Better Home….and 

BUY A TOMORROW

Unleash Tomorrow 

Tree.

Your  

gift will make 

building  

a better  

home before their 

forever home 

a reality... 

Thank You! 

BRHA is a tax exempt 501(c)3 organization - Tax ID# 81-0351709 

  

  

   

 
 

  

Yes, I want to Buy-A-Tomorrow!  One Leaf $1,000.00 _____   Other #_____@ $1,000.00 each = ___________ 

Check # _____                  Charge: _____ Mastercard  _____Visa  _____ Other ___________________ 

   Card # ____________________________________ Expiration Date ___________Security Code _________ 

Name on leaf  (Please Print)_____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

                             _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # _____________________________ 

Please mail to:  BRHA Buy-A-Tomorrow, PO BOX 57, Hamilton, MT  59840 
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Operations Manager’s Corner……………..Cyra Saltzman 

Bitter Root Humane Association      Fall 2019 

I have been with BRHA as the Operations Manager for four 
months now. I love living in the Bitterroot and exploring all that 
nature has to offer us from camping, hiking, paddle boarding to 
snowboarding in the winter powder.  I recently graduated at U of 
M with a BA in Sociology. This has given me insight on social be-
haviors and relationships, giving me an advantage with working 
with the community and understanding the public.  I have always 
been an animal lover but never saw myself in a position where I 
would be working with them daily. I gain satisfaction in knowing we 
are helping these animals and making sure they are going to a safe 
and loving environment. It’s a daily struggle to not want to take 
them all home with me and love on them!   

Volunteers……………..Chelsea Detweiler 
 Hello new friends! I'm Chelsea, the new Office and Volunteer                  
Coordinator at BRHA, and I've been learning the daily goings-on at 
the shelter for the past two months.  I'm loving my new job and the 
built-in community that comes with it.  Every day at BRHA is differ-
ent, just like every animal that comes through our door is different; 
from stray dogs and feral cats to geese with broken legs and even a 
baby dove!  I've gotten such joy from watching families with kids pick 
out their new dog or folks coming in to play with the cats and realizing 
they simply can't go home without one, it's a major perk of the job 
and a big reason I enjoy working here so much.  I like applying my         
creative disposition to our image, both in the social media I post and 
in the recruitment of new volunteers.  I get super pumped when filling 
out adoption paperwork and watching the smiles light up our client's 
faces when they walk out the door with their new pet.  I'll be sticking 
around for that alone! 
  
One of the new exciting projects I helped build is something called Adventure Day, which is a volunteer-
led excursion with a dog taken out of the shelter for the day.  We encourage members of our community 
to let us match your adventure with our dog, whether it be a trip to the river, a long solo car ride, or 
just a lazy afternoon in your big backyard with snoozes on the couch.  The shelter dogs appreciate 
it so much to be taken "off campus" with a new friend; it helps their socializing, exposure to be adopted, 
and their mood is improved in a very noticeable way.  Many people in 
this area cannot have a dog at their home; Adventure Day lets you      
enjoy the company of a dog while the dog gets some much-needed time 
out in the world: hiking, meeting other dogs, even to community            
theater rehearsals.  If you crave the company of a pup while you hike 
to Blodgett Overlook, if you dread the long car trip you have to make 
for work, pick up a dog from BRHA on your way out of town, it would 
mean so much to us, to them, and inevitably to you too!  Come in to 
BRHA to fill out an Adventure Day application today! 
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What's Happening? 
Mark your calendars for these upcoming BRHA events... 
RIGHT NOW & ONGOING - "Unleash Tomorrow" - www.unleashtomorrow.org 
RIGHT NOW & ONGOING - "Buy-A-Tomorrow" - See Page 3 
October - BRHA 2020 Calendar on Sale at shelter & local businesses - See Page 6 
November 23rd - "Festival of Wreaths" - Daly Mansion, Hamilton - See Page 6 
December 3rd - #Giving Tuesday - A day of giving online and at shelter 
December 7th - "Cookie Walk" - Catholic Church Community Room, Hamilton - See Page 6 
December - "Paws to Remember" - All month at the shelter - See Page 11 
Check our website & Face book often for more event info and new additions! 

In Loving Memory of Pets 

FOR: FROM: 

Cleo & Baxter Victor & Anne Frugoli 

Ellie Mae, the puppy Monty & Bo 

Our Grand Dog Iggie Maureen  Montague 

“Tripp” Laing Kent & Diane Myers         

Jennifer Laing 

Ernie M West 

Scooter Barbara Nash 

Matti, Cobie, Rosco, 

Lucy, Pepper 

Michael & Deborah 

Reid 

Gladys the kitty Collection at BRHA 

Tinker Jeanne Glendening 

Blake McCarter Diane & Kent Myers 

Willow Maureen  Montague 

Rosie Alair Hough 

Memorials (Continued from page 8) 

May 9, 2019 through  September 20, 2019 

Our 

Everyday 

Wish List 

Kongs 

Food toys 

Cat toys for 

Paper Towels  

Kleenex  - Dish Soap 

Hand Soap -  Hand Sanitizer 

Simple Green  

Exam Gloves size M & L 

Dishwashing Gloves size M, L & XL 

For our complete list go to 

www.bitterroothumane.org 

and check out our  

How Can I Help page! 
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Memorials May 9, 2019 through  September 20, 2019 

MEMORIALS                                                                 

BRHA gratefully acknowledges the support and generosity of so many who wish to honor the memory of loved 

ones.  We are humbled by the dedication and love of animals that those departed loved ones exhibited, and are 

truly grateful to their families for suggesting that memorials be sent to the BRHA for the benefit of the animals.  

In Loving Memory of People 

FOR: FROM: 

Don Wark Nels & Leona Anderson 

Frank Godchaux III Shari Givens 

John Ochsner, MD Shari Givens 

Ernie Mendenhall Alice Foster 

Priscilla Peters Ron & Joanne Erickson, 

Betty Blassy,                               

Meredith Sarris,                     

Mary & Al Gehl,                       

Vara McGarell,                              

Gordon & Suzanne Popp, 

William & Nancy Keller, 

Mary Kathryn & Douglas                  

Wallace 

Larry Draper Jeffrey Kushner 

Blake Blakely Mary Jane Kins 

Patty E. Fulbright Larry Fulbright 

Ernie Mendenhall Trail West Bank 

Penny Matheson Barbara & Dave Garten  

Judith Bangert 

Eric Thompson Andree Francoeur                      

Ralph Larson 

Gloria Gandara Hamilton High,                          

Class of ‘59 

Glenn Williams Richard & Susan Crawford 

Doug Case Peggy Toliver 

Lois Dobberstein Bobbie McCauley 

In Loving Memory of People 

In Honor of 

FOR: FROM: 

Carol Fisher Ralph & Marilyn Keppel 

Kathy Banks Karen Williams 

Hazel Munoz Karen Williams 

Kelly Carter Kathie Butts 

Carrie Madeen                  

Benson 

Virginia Opitz 

Marland Whaley Jan & Brian Owens 

Jack Eden Sue & Dave McCormack 

FOR: FROM: 

Jan Murray’s 71st 

Birthday 

Rebecca Peters 

Val’s Birthday Suzanne Ascanio 

Eve Burnsides “Jorja” Schilling 
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Some years back there was a precious dog named Dani that came to stay with BRHA...cute as a 
button, but little Dani had some serious medical issues and needed some surgery before she 
would be adoptable.  At the time, BRHA didn't have the extra money to cover the expenses so 
some wonderful volunteers took up the challenge and started seeking help from the community 
with the intent of collecting specific donations to cover Dani's medical needs.  The volunteers 
worked tirelessly and raised the money, Dani had her surgery, a volunteer nursed her through 
recovery and Dani found her forever home!  With a little money left in the fund the volunteers 
& BRHA decided to continue the specific fund to help with medical needs for those "guests" 
that needed just a little assistance in order to be adoptable...and thus, the "Dani Fund" was 
created.  Fast forward to now....the need for this fund continues, and when you see our               
donation jars in businesses throughout the community you can rest assured that your "change" 
will be put to good use!   

 "Change" for Dani's Fund 

Please shop local! Owners of Valley Drug & Variety, 
777 Liquor and Family Pharmacy in Stevensville, are 
great supporters and proudly display our "Dani Fund" Do-
nation Jar at Family Pharmacy...if your business would 
like to have a "Dani Fund" donation jar to help "change" 
the life of a homeless pet,  please call Robin @ (406) 381
-2912 or Carol @ (406) 642-3699. 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE 
www.bitterroothumane.org 

Thank You Cody at Touch Point Designs, LLC for                                         

sharing your talents with us! 

 



6 
Bitter Root Humane Association      Fall 2019 

Don’t Miss These Events! 

Festival of Wreaths 

NEW! 2020 BRHA Calendar featuring awesome 

photos, by photographers Barbara Garten & Robin 

Dewey, of BRHA guests who have found their forever 

homes!  At only $15 each, be sure to get one for your-

self and for all those folks on your holiday gift list too!  

On sale at the shelter while supplies last.   

This year’s event is being held at the beautiful historic Daly Mansion , featuring a festive            

evening to begin the holiday season!  Partygoers can shop our gallery of uniquely decorated 

everlasting wreaths, featuring the talents of  local artists & businesses along with a selection 

of decorated fresh evergreen wreaths & swags and exciting handcrafted décor and gift ideas.  

Guests will be treated to our almost famous delicious dinner hors d’oevres & dessert buffet, a 

no host bar including wine, beer & spirits, games of chance, auctions and raffles. Seating is 

limited and advanced paid reservations, at $35 per person, are required by calling BRHA at 

(406) 363-5311 or purchase at the shelter located at 262 Fairgrounds Rd, Hamilton. 

Cookie Walk, Bake Sale & More! 
Saturday, December 7th - 10am to 2pm 

St. Francis Pastoral Life Center 

411 S. 5th Street, Hamilton 

This year’s event promises to be bigger and better than ever with our new larger facility more cashiers and 

thousands of cookies in every flavor, shape & size sold by the pound along with other individually priced 

sweet treats that includes cakes, pies, breads, candies & more. And we have beautiful cookie jars, tins  and 

holiday gifts galore too! Come early for the best selection...this event has sold out the last three years! 

ALWAYS A SELL OUT  -  GET YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY! 

Saturday, November 23rd                  

5:30pm to 8:30pm 
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 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Bitterroot Newcomers Club  

Surprised BRHA with a wonderful array of 

gifts and supplies for our guests...truly gifts 

from the heart. Welcome to the Bitterroot & 

come see us anytime! 

Special THANKS to Shear Delight, Moeller’s Nursery, Burnt Fork Veterinary Clin-

ic , Rachel Kramer Insurance Agency for sponsoring the wonderful adoption 

ads in the Bitterroot Star and Ravalli Republic of our precious BRHA residents, 

pictures truly help to find forever homes! 

If you or your group would like to host an event in support of the shelter, please contact us to share your ideas! 

Call the shelter at (406) 363-5311 or email Mary at: dogmommary@aol.com 

Thank you to Painted Color              

Ceramics for hosting “Paint for 

Paws” this spring. Fun was had 

by all, including one furry critter, 

each painting for a great cause! 

Hamilton Market Place Hosted BRHA for a             

wonderful day out to show off our wonderful 

pets and raise funds for the shelter.  Fun was 

had by all with delicious food, beverages and 

lots of doggie kisses. Our thanks to HMP for their                 

support and to all their customers who                              

generously also contributed much needed                  

supplies for the shelter! 

Mayor Dominic Farrenkopf hosted BRHA and many other non-profits 

at this years Ravalli County Fair taking the plunge to raise funds for 

the great causes , who serve our community day in and day 

out...Thanks Mayor from all of us! 

GSK Employee Volunteers 

came and spent a day giv-

ing of themselves to spruce 

up the front landscaping at 

the shelter...and what a 

great job they did! 

Daly Dog Care included BRHA for a day 

out at their Grand Re-opening, we wish 

you success! 

Big Thanks to Super 1 Stevensville for all generous donations of food & supplies 

for the shelter , to Cowpoke Ranch Supply for hosting BRHA at a fun adoption 

event and to the Hamilton High School Boys & Girls Golf Team for lending their 

hands & muscles helping us get ready for our upcoming construction! 


