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Tis the Season!

“Cookie Walk”
Bake Sale & More!
Saturday, December 8th
10am to 2pm
Elk’s Lodge
203 State Street, Hamilton
Sponsored by

Shelter hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri - 1-6pm; Wed - CLOSED; Sat - noon-5pm; Sun - 2-5pm

Serving Our Community Since 1972

President’s Corner

262 Fairgrounds Road
P.O. Box 57
Hamilton, MT 59840
406.363.5311
brhafront@bitterroothumane.org
www.bitterroothumane.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sue Devlin; President
Kathie Butts; Vice President
Linda Williams; Treasurer
Mary Gehl; Secretary
Mary Fox
Barbara Garten
Sue McCormack
Robin Dewey
Jen Chase
Kathy Good; Past President

Hi – I’m sure a lot of you notice and
wonder about all the lost dogs and cats
on the different Facebook sites. It’s
heartbreaking to me as I am sure it is to
you.
Did you know that the Bitter Root Humane
Association can sell you a dog or cat
tag for $6.00? We can also microchip
your dog or cat for $35.00. We can also
provide you with a collar to put the tag
on, at no cost.
Did you know, if you have a lost pet,
you can call the BRHA and give us the
following information: description, where
last seen, when, pictures, if they’re wearing a collar, if they’re micro
chipped, etc? We will post it on our Facebook page for you. Plus we
keep a three ringed binder with all the information given to us.
Did you know that if you have found an animal, you can call the BRHA
and give us a thorough description, where found, when, pictures?
You can also bring
the animal in to the
BRHA where we will
check for a microchip
Owner / Operations Manager
and provide safe,
comfortable, caring
842 South 1st – Hamilton, MT 59840
115 3rd St. #106 – Stevensville, MT 59870
lodging until the owner
(406) 363-0723
(406) 777-1662
can be found or the
(406) 363-0714 Fax (406) 777-1664 Fax
animal adopted.

Jaime Williams

STAFF
Eve Burnsides
Operations Manager
Peggy Noffsinger
Bookkeeper
Melissa Beck;
Volunteer Coordinator
Char
Medical Specialist
Jennifer
Front Counter/Adoption
Counselor
Amber, Isac, Becky,
Kelly, Heather

I wish all of you a
wonderful holiday
season. Remember
that the animals at the
BRHA would love any
help you can share
with them whether it be
time, food or $$$. And
a final did you know:
we’ve been serving
Ravalli County since
1972?
Take care,
Sue Devlin, President
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Allegra proudly supports the Bitter Root Humane Association
1151 N. 1ST, SUITE C
HAMILTON, MT 59840
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Haiku throughout this Newsletter by Jennifer
Laing, October 2018
Fall 2018

Manager’s Corner...................................................................... Eve Burnsides

Best part of my day…
You are home from school and work
Hugging, petting me.

I AM GRATEFUL

I am grateful for the sound of 17 dogs all barking at once
I am grateful for the yowls coming from the cat rooms
I am grateful for the slightly odoriferous old cat in my office and for the grouchy
little dogs in the kitchen
I am grateful for the dog and cat hair on every piece of clothing that I own
For each and every life that comes to this shelter and finds a haven
For every life that finds comfort and love in new arms…
I am grateful

And They Lived Happily Ever After

Diamond waited almost two years until she found
love in new arms!

Fall 2018
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Change for Dani Fund

Some years back there was a precious dog named Dani that came
to stay with BRHA...cute as a button, but little Dani had some serious
medical issues and needed some surgery before she would be
adoptable. At the time, BRHA didn’t have the extra money to cover
the expenses so some wonderful volunteers took up the challenge
and started seeking help from the community with the intent of
collecting specific donations to cover Dani’s medical needs. The
volunteers worked tirelessly and raised the money, Dani had her
surgery, a volunteer nursed her through recovery and Dani found
her forever home! With a little money left in the fund the volunteers
& BRHA decided to continue the specific fund to help with medical
needs for those “guests” that needed just a little assistance in order
to be adoptable...and thus, the “Dani Fund” was created. Fast
forward to now....the need for this fund continues, and when you see
our donation jars in businesses throughout the community you can
rest assured that your “change” will be put to good use!

Doug and his precious Annie at Art Focus in
Hamilton are great supporters and proudly
display our “Dani Fund” Donation Jar...if your
business would like to have a “Dani Fund”
donation jar to help “change” the life of a
homeless pet, please call Robin @ (406)
381-2912 or Carol @ (406) 642-3699.

Our
Everyday
Wish List
Kongs & Interactive Food Toys
Cat Toys for adoption packets
Paper Towels & Kleenex
Hand Soap & Hand Sanitizer
Dry Swiffer Pads
Exam Gloves size M & L
Bleach, Dish Soap & Simple Green
Toilet Tissue
Copy Paper, Stamps & Plain #10 Envelopes

See our complete list at
www.bitterroothumane.org
Shy shelter cats perch
Patient in their porch cubbies,
Waiting for your love.
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August 18th, 2018 through November 23, 2018

Memorials

BRHA gratefully acknowledges the support and generosity of so many who wish to honor the memory of loved
ones. We are humbled by the dedication and love of animals that those departed loved ones exhibited, and are
truly grateful to their families for suggesting that memorials be sent to the BRHA for the benefit of the animals.
In Loving Memory of Pets
For Tillie Hayne
From Ann Bachman
For “Kitty Gibson” a very sweet dog
From Carol & Andrew Carciere
For Simon
From Chickie & Dennis Lietzow
For Beloved Sophie
From DeeDee & Tom Sanders
For Holly Cooper, beloved dog
From Don & Linda Williams
For Dodger (formerly Fly)
From Michael Petersheim
For Ann’s “Summer” adopted 2010
From William &Marion Davidson
For Tucker B, much loved rescue horse
From Mary & Al Gehl
Sue & Dave McCormack
Kathy Good
For Coco
From Marilynn Taylor
From Cindi & Dick Hayne
For Chloe
In Loving Memory of People
For Dorothy “Connie” Neel
From Robert & Phyllis Daniels
Ken & Diana Roberts
Esther McDonald
From Patty Fulbright
For Janet M. Manning
For Barbara Wiley
From Chickie & Dennis Lietzow
For Judy Paul
From“Jorja” Schilling
For Casey Page Worth
From Carol Lopata
For Paul Sharp
From DeeDee & Tom Sanders
For Lloyd Clark
From Jim & Joyce Moerkerke
For Virginia (Gena) Simmons
From Mary Simmons
For Tom Hughes
From Bryan Magstadt
For Mein Schweister, Virginia Simmons
From Alice Foster
For Vicki White’s Birthday
For Gundy & Family
For Shannon
For Barb Garten
For Michael & Joette
For Doris Montis`
Fall 2018

In Honor of

From Nick White
From Cole Whelen
From Joanna Trainor
From Katrina Mikiah
From Brenda Satrum
From Mary Winters
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Feeling Lucky?
We sure are...look at these wonderful gift baskets that were donated to BRHA for
our Holiday Raffle! Each basket is unique and you are sure to find one or five that
you just have to try your luck at winning. The baskets are on display and tickets are
on sale now at the shelter for $1 each or 6 for $5; we will also have the baskets
on display & selling tickets at our “Cookie Walk, Bake Sale & More” on Saturday,
December 8th and then the baskets will come back to the shelter where you’ll
have until the drawing on Friday, December 21st at 1pm to purchase tickets also.
Basket #1 - “Artisans On Second” - valued at over $200 with awesome items
from artists whose talents are on display at the store located at 175 S 2nd Street in
Hamilton.
Basket #2 - “Pamper Yourself” - valued at $60+ contains some wonderful toiletries
from Salon 21 located at 214 Main Street, Hamilton and $30 Gift Certificate from
Big Sky Candy located at 319 Main Street, Hamilton!
Basket #3 - “Coffee Delight” - valued at $160 was graciously donated by Kathy
Good and is filled to the brim with items to make your coffee dreams come true!
Basket #4 - “Chocolate Dreams” - valued at $50 donated by The Montana
Chocolate Company located at 755 Main Street in Stevensville. Not only are there
tasty treats in the basket, but a Gift Certificate to use at the shop whenever your
chocolate cravings get the best of you!
Basket #5 - “Date Night In” - valued at $45
contains everything you need, popcornmovies and adult beverages, for that
special date with your special someone
when you feel like just staying home!

Looking for reasons
To get through another day?
Dog cat love waiting.
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....Mel Beck, Volunteer Coordinator

Happy Holiday’s from me and all of the participating volunteers at BRHA! My
name is Melissa, a.k.a. Mel, and I am the new Volunteer Coordinator here at the
shelter. I am a fifth generation Montanan not counting my direct descendancy
of the local Salish peoples, and all three of my children have been raised in MT
with the past six years being in the Bitterroot.
I started volunteering on a regular basis in Polson starting back in 1995, and
received a wealth of knowledge pertaining to the joy of giving from the Tucson
community throughout the early 2000’s. I know firsthand how valuable volunteers
are for any community of any size. I am really excited be able to merge my love
for volunteerism in the Valley with my experience as a staff person for Bitter Root
Humane Association (2016-2018).
If you aren’t able to visit with me in my
office (M-F), maybe we’ll run into each
other around town as I volunteer for
the Hamilton Downtown Association,
the Bitterroot Valley Chamber of
Commerce, or The Hamilton Players;
or maybe we will share a few laughs
as I pour you a drink or host karaoke
at a local tavern!
I will enjoy bringing many plans
into fruition in 2019 and am always
seeking new input and ideas. Please
don’t hesitate to reach out for
any reason, and encourage your
neighbors to serve their community.
May the Season bring you Blessings
and let Love guide your way!
Lobby door opens,
I prance outside to your car…
Into my new life.
Fall 2018
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
What a beautiful fall we have had and how blessed we are to have all our supporters out there making
time for us! A big thank you from the board, staff, volunteers and all the critters for helping us help them!
Tin Can Bar & Draft Room, Stevensville hosted an awesome “Yappy Hour” for BRHA
in September as they celebrated their grand opening! Special drinks, tasty food and
lots of fun was had by all with $465 being raised for the critters...
what a great new business for our community!
Spuds-R-Us at Ravalli County Fair had perfect August weather this
year and our volunteers served up the best baked potatoes with lots
of smiles!
Country Store, Stevensville held their annual fantastic Pet-a-Palooza event in early
October and once again not only was a great fundraiser for us but invited BRHA to
bring all our wonderful pets that were ready for adoption & we were able to provide
micro-chipping to their customers. Being able to get out in the community is truly a
wonderful gift to BRHA and always results in finding great new homes for our “guests”!
Verizon Wireless Connection, Hamilton offered their customers a wonderful phone
& accessories special this August with a percentage of the sale coming to BRHA..
and their customers really responded as you can see from the smile on the Sue’s
and the kitty’s face!
Coldwell Banker Western States Associates Real Estate,
Hamilton teamed up with BRHA to co-host an “Adopt A Pet Event”
at the shelter, under a perfect October day, with wonderful
giveaways for pets & humans alike from: Karl Tyler Express Lube,
Wags & Woofs Dog Grooming, Lakeland Feed & Supply, Wild About Pets, Dog Face
Dog Treats and Murdoch’s Ranch & Home Supply. Thank you all...we can’t do what
we do without your support!
Silver Coin Casino, Hamilton owners and staff knew just what we needed from our
Wish List...thanks so much for thinking of us!
Corvallis 2nd Graders hosted BRHA for a Humane Education day and surprised us
with lots of great items from our Wish List to help our critters...it’s wonderful to see our
youth taking an interest in helping their community!
Special Thanks to Moeller’s Nursery, Shear Delight, Burnt Fork Veterinary Clinic and Art Focus for sponsoring
the wonderful adoption ads in the Ravalli Republic and Bitterroot Star of our precious BRHA residents...
pictures help find forever homes!
If you or your group would like to host an event in support of the shelter,
please contact us to share your ideas!
Call the shelter at (406) 363-5311 or email Mary at dogmommary@aol.com
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Meet Our Staff.....

We can’t believe that Kelly has been
with us over six years now...and we
couldn’t imagine life at BRHA without
her! Although at times she’d like to be a
bird and soar through the skies she’d miss
hanging with her family, hiking with her
dog and watching movies. Pet peeves
(no pun intended): tailgaters & the lack of
stricter punishments for animals abusers...
us too!

Jaime Williams
Owner / Operations Manager

842 South 1st – Hamilton, MT 59840

(406) 363-0723
(406) 363-0714 Fax

115 3rd St. #106 – Stevensville, MT 59870

(406) 777-1662
(406) 777-1664 Fax

Jaime@a2zpersonnel.net • Cell 406-396-0831
www.a2zpersonnel.net

Zipping in and out,
Twirling circles underfoot,
Frisky kitten selves.

Fall 2018
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Upcoming Events...Mark your calendars!
It’s the Season - Cookie Walk, Bake Sale, and More!
Mark your calendar for Saturday, December 8th
because you won’t want to miss this once a year
event...this is not your ordinary bake sale! New
larger venue, expanded gift & decor selection,
more cashiers and same great fun! Do yourself a
favor this holiday season and skip all the fuss of
baking those holiday sweet treats and waiting in
long lines to buy gifts by attending this unique
“Cookie Walk”, Bake Sale and More!

Again this year, talented area bakers have been
busy whipping up their favorite holiday cookies
in every flavor, shape and size. Shoppers can tour the cookie tables and choose their
favorites in any quantity (sold by the pound) and stock up on all the other individually
priced sweet treats of pies, cakes, breads, candies...and of course there will also be goodies
for our four legged furry friends! To make this a one stop holiday shopping experience,
we have expanded our gift & decorating isles to include: decorated “live” swags & potted
South African Amaryllis plants, unusual cookie jars & tins, handmade Christmas stockings,
candles, holiday jewelry, gift baskets, whimsical pet items and five awesome raffle baskets
for a game of chance!
To accommodate our shoppers, more cashiers will be on hand and this year’s event is
being held at the larger Elk’s Lodge, located at 203 State Street in Hamilton; the doors
will open at 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, December 8th. Plan to come early for the best
selection since this event has sold out the past two years!
We sincerely thank this year’s event sponsors:
All proceeds from the sale will be used by
BRHA to care for animals in need throughout
the coming year. For more information or
to pre-order readymade cookie gift platters
contact Mary at 642-3785 or email: dogmommary@aol.com

Be sure to check our web site and Facebook page
often for more event information and new events
being added!
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Thank You,

Daly School 2nd Graders! And special
thanks to Petfinder for sponsoring our
Youth Humane Education Program

“Paws to Remember”
By lighting a bulb on the BRHA Pet Christmas Tree
For a $5 donation, light a red bulb to honor a beloved pet or a
white bulb in memory of a special departed companion. Our tree
will be lit on Saturday, December 1st and remain lit with your pet’s
bulb decorating the tree for the entire month of December.
Simply complete the form below for each pet’s bulb and mail
with your $5 donation to: BRHA Tree Lights, PO Box 57, Hamilton,
MT 59840
*For multiple bulbs you may use a separate piece of paper to list
all!			

Cat curls in new lap,
Eyes slowly close with new trust,
Forever home now.

Fall 2018

Sponsored By
Bitter Root Humane Association
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PASS IT ON

to a friend when you are
finished reading your
newsletter. By increasing
readership and awareness
you will be performing a
valuable service for the
animals we’re trying to
help. You can assist us in
cutting costs by advising us
of your change of address
or duplicate mailings. We
would appreciate your help
in updating our records.

New Membership & Renewal Application
Your address label indicates the year that your current membership expires. If you have any
questions, please call Sue McCormack 642-9840. Your continued support is so important to all the
animals. Thank you!!
Seniors: $10 ea ___________ Individuals: $20 ea ___________ Business: $30 ________________
Name: _______________________________Email: ____________________________________(please include)

o

Please add me to email newsletter list

Address: _________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________ Extra Donation: _____________________
( ) Please send me information on the Kennel Sponsorship Program
( ) Please have the Volunteer Coordinator contact me
( ) Please contact me with information on the Foster Program
( ) Please contact me about Board of Director positions and responsibilities
Bitter Root Humane Association

PO Box 57 Hamilton, MT 59840

