
Sunday, February 14, 2021 
Transfiguration of Our Lord / Last Sunday after 
Epiphany, Year B 

Introduction 

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ 
vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus 
sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three 
closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul 
writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who 
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of 
God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for 
others to see. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our 
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah 
to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where 
Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are 
legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 

1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has 
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in 
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take 
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he 
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 
them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his 



mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before 
I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 
10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, 
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6 

Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2) 

 1The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 
 2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 
  God shines | forth in glory. R 
 3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 
 4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 
  to witness the judgment | of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 
 6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 
  for it is God | who is judge. R 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of 
Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not 
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 
Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent 
to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of 
God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 



2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 
7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one 
with them anymore, but only Jesus. 
 
9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

Sermon 
 
Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

Ah – mountaintop experiences: we wish for mountaintop moments but in reality, we do 

not often get them. Maybe you have experienced one or more of these moments on 

retreats or pilgrimages, or at the birth of a longed-for child, or at the deathbed of a loved 

one. In such mountaintop moments, our hearts widen, and our senses heighten. We 

feel holiness at hand; we hear the palpable heartbeat of the Spirit. We may even see 

the shining face of Jesus. But today Mark’s gospel reminds us that the mountaintop 

does not reveal everything. Only when Jesus makes his way down to the cross, and all 

the way down to the grave and out again when the stone is rolled away, can we see 

Jesus for who he truly is – our crucified and risen God. 

But still, too many of us spend our lives clinging to a few mountaintop moments. We 

have come to believe that Christian faith is all about searching out and collecting such 

moments. It feels so good, as we look back to Peter, for us to be there. Yet today, 

Transfiguration Sunday, does not let us stay up there. The life of faith always nudges us 

back down the mountain to reckon with death and sin, and to walk the forty days of Lent 

once more. 

And truly Transfiguration Sunday does so much more – it reminds us that Christian faith 

is not about proclaiming ourselves, as we read in our second lesson. Our job, if you will, 

is not to put ourselves at the center of anything. Faith is not about focusing on either our 

achievements or our failures, but about looking to Jesus and, more importantly, listening 

to him. 

And in this case listening means being quiet, silent – not answering, not judging, not 

speaking – at least for a while. Instead, we pay attention and listen for Jesus who might 

speak to us through a child in church, or a neighbor down the street, or a stranger at the 

door. Jesus’ guidance may come without words, but still requires us to listen, not only 

with our ears but with our hearts and minds. Then, we just might feel the silent strength 



of the Spirit when we are alone and afraid, or find clarity of direction when we don’t 

know where to go.  

Transfiguration Sunday gives us one more insight into our Christian faith – it is not our 

job to make a dwelling place, a home, for God. Peter was quite sure this was his job on 

the mountaintop – to stay and make a dwelling for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. But Peter 

does not even get time to collect building materials. Jesus walks him back down the 

mountain into a life that will continue to transfigure him, molding imperfect, impulsive 

Peter into a cornerstone of the early church, a house for God. 

Personally, I find Transfiguration Sunday to be a time that is both comforting and 

challenging. 

I can’t help, sometimes, to believe that I would have acted like Peter on that 

mountaintop. Depending on the day and what was happening in my life, I might just 

have wanted that moment to last forever, or at least for a good long time. This was a 

moment like no other – Jesus together with Moses and Elijah. It just doesn’t get any 

better than this. Can you imagine what you might learn from these three? Let’s make a 

few tents and stay for a while and let the world below with all its problems and stress 

fade away. 

And today, with COVID 19 having been around for just over one year, part of me wants 

to build those tents so they last, so that I can stay and learn from the three assembled 

there. I don’t want to leave. I want to be in Jesus’ presence, all alone with just a few 

others, to savor the time together, to learn valuable lessons, to be more in tune with 

Jesus. If only that could be real and not in my dreams for just a little while. 

But no, like Peter, Jesus marches you and me from that peaceful setting back down to 

deal with all that we face. We can’t stay and just revel in God’s holy presence. We are 

marched right back into the thick of daily life . 

We face the frustrations of a year into living with a pandemic. We are stressed if we 

have had no success in locating a time and place to be vaccinated. We want to make 

plans for the future in ink on our calendars. We want to hug loved ones and we want to 

travel around the country and perhaps the world once again. 

But not just yet. We are surely not on a mountaintop. We are in the deep valleys dealing 

with issues we never imagined. Beyond the pandemic we have issues of health and 

family to deal with. We have political scenes that defy logic, that have us scratching our 

heads wondering exactly how we got here and wondering where we go next. 

We want to be on that mountaintop, oblivious to what’s going on down the mountain. 

But again, we can’t do that. 

And that is the challenge, isn’t it? To not wish we could stay on the mountaintop 

because we know it’s just not possible. Instead, we are challenged to listen for and 



listen to God – assessing what God would have us do right where we are, even as he 

encourages us through his Spirit within us. 

I had a seminary professor who often asked the question – what does it mean for me to 

be a Christian today? And I think that question is a very real one for all of us today. All 

of us, who are not on the mountaintop but in the trenches need to ask ourselves that 

question daily. What does it mean for me to be a Christian today? 

It’s one of those questions that makes us stop and evaluate and reevaluate what we 

might experience today – who we will see, talk with, interact with and further, how will 

we incorporate our Christian faith, values and morals into all that greets us today. 

How might we deal with others who are in the same stores as we are in who don’t wear 

masks and who make no attempt to distance themselves from others? How do we 

decline invitations to places and events that we have been attending in the past? How 

do we deal with friends, relatives and neighbors, who are diametrically opposed to our 

political views?  

I know you can come up with scenarios of your own each day. We have to figure out 

what it means for us to be Christian today. 

Part of that process included taking a few moments at the end of the day to evaluate 

how we went about being a Christian that day. What did we do that was good and 

positive, what did we do that wasn’t a shing example of how a Christian is to act and 

react? 

In this process it is important for us to remember to listen to and for God, realizing that 

God is with us each day as we confront all that comes before us through his Spirit. We 

are not alone. We are never alone.  

Wednesday we will begin the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday will offer us an 

opportunity to worship as we have been – together but apart. Yet, through it all – we 

remain church.  

As we contemplate the beginning of Lent and as we concentrate today on our texts and 

especially on our gospel and the mountaintop experience followed by the march back 

down the mountain to reality may we focus on God’s work. 

This is God’s work – to shine into our hearts and to make each and all of us baptized 

children into a holy community, God’s own people, a worthy home for God. This is 

God’s work – to make us into a vessel for Christ’s body and blood. This is God’s work – 

to turn a random assortment of sinners into a church that welcomes the stranger, feeds 

the hungry, and speaks good news to those who are tearing their clothes in grief. This is 

God’s work – to transfigure us into a dwelling place for the crucified and risen Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  

Amen 



Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and 
for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; 
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security 
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they 
witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform sickness into 
health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into 
peace, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who 
cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory 
is revealed around and among us, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage 
(especially missionaries Cyril and Methodius), that their lives of service and prayer 
inspire us in our living, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
Amen. 
 


