
Sunday, January 24, 2021 
Third Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 3, Year B 

Introduction 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show 
us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 
proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist 
is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we 
see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave 
everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for 
people. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us 
by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-
sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, 
the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with 
the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and 
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s 
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the 
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, 
put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it. 

Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12 

God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6) 

 5For God alone I | wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope | is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 



 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. R 
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be 
trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 
  that power be- | longs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according | to their deeds. R 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, 
however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, 
which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 
who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 
who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as 
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as 
“the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize 
this will respond with repentance and faith. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon 

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

I make a concerted effort not to inject specific political views into my sermons. I like to 

think that, by and large, I succeed in that effort. Whether Democrat or Republican, the 

gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ is for all of us, regardless of political affiliation. 

But I also believe that we can talk about what is currently taking place in our nation 

without alienating each other.  

This past week, on Wednesday, we saw the peaceful transfer of power once again, as 

we do when a new president of a different political party is inaugurated. 

This year, of course, the setting was very different than anything we’ve experienced. 

Security was the highest it has even been for an inauguration. There were no throngs of 

people moving about in Washington, D.C. There were National Guard troops 

surrounding the capitol and other government buildings. There was no grand parade 

down Pennsylvania Avenue with the new president and family walking seemingly 

without a care, enjoying and basking in the first minutes of a new administration. 

There were no inaugural parties complete with dancing by the first couple. 

The world has seemed to have changed into a new reality that is foreign to many of us.  

Yet, we as a nation, have found throughout our history that we are a resilient lot. We 

find ways, old and new, to respond to the current crisis, whatever it may be. Collectively 

we unite to make this republic work as it was intended, for the good and well-being of all 

citizens. 

While we have failed, miserably at times, we also rally and come together to conquer all 

that stands against us, both from inside and outside our borders. 

We’ve never shied away from doing what it takes to make us the great nation of people 

that we strive to be. Hard work is our middle name. We change course when needed in 

time of war and peace.  

Most recently we’ve endured the COVID 19 pandemic for nearly a year and we are tired 

and want what a year ago was normal. Yet, we realize that we need to be vigilant, we 

need to take a step back and appreciate that a vaccine is being distributed and once we 

reach herd immunity we will all feel much better and finally breathe a collective sigh of 

relief. 

In the past, as currently, we’ve proven that we have the stick-to it mentality that allows 

us to find and make ways to get through the toughest of times.  

What we’ve lived through during this past year can, however, feel somewhat different. 

We are seeing a division in our country that is deep and persistent. It is fueled by 



outrage. It seems that it is not going to go away quickly or quietly. Therefore, we are 

going to have to figure out how we are going to not just survive, but how we can thrive 

and come together, as perhaps, never before. 

Many would insist we are in a national crisis like none other. And they may be correct. 

Yet, even if that is true, we must work diligently and with purpose to affect change that 

makes us better, that makes us stronger as a nation than we were a few short months 

ago. 

But where, O where, do we start? How do we begin a healing process that allows a 

nation to move forward and heal and become even more vibrant? 

And I come to these questions, in large part, as I reflect upon our first lesson today from 

Jonah. Let me explain - Jonah is kind of a comical character in this fun tale. He is 

reluctant to be God’s voice to the people of Ninevah. Yet Jonah eventually speaks for 

God and to Jonah’s great surprise Ninevah repents. Imagine. It seems to me that one 

major point of this great story is this – on whom should God show mercy? 

To bring it home to us as we look at the national political landscape – who needs mercy 

shown to them? To whom can we show God’s mercy and be part of a healing process 

that is so badly needed.  

It is often difficult to speak about such things as – grace, mercy, forgiveness, peace, 

justice and love when we contemplate what we live with daily.  

Yet, God showed mercy on those who lived in Ninevah. It took Jonah some time to 

come around to what God requested of him in that process, but ultimately, he did his 

part, and God followed through with his part. 

It is often times very difficult to bring Christian values and ways of thinking into a political 

or social setting. Yet, as followers of Christ, do we tend to back away or argue with God 

about how best to proceed? Do we wish God would call on someone else, anyone else, 

to take our place and bring his message to those who need to hear it the most? 

If we believe that the church has a voice in society, then it seems to me that we must 

agree that it is time that we turn up the volume so that our society knows that the church 

still exists and provides a calming, healing, loving voice to proclaim in the midst of the 

madness that surrounds us. 

I don’t have a crystal ball to know how long it will take, or how difficult a process it will 

be to bring us to a unified sense of being in our country, but I have to believe that – first 

– we will get there, and secondly - that the voice and actions of the church, you, me, 

and all Christians, will be able to add valuable input into the discussion. 

While we are not likely to sit in on discussions at high levels of government, local, state 

or national, we can have an influence on those with whom we interact. Family. Friends. 

Groups of which that we are part.  



And yes, there may be some pushback on us for our views rooted in God’s view of how 

we are to live among each other. We need to be prepared for inattentive ears and minds 

that are not all that open to hearing how Christ would have us live among and treat each 

other. 

With the divisions that currently exist, our job if you will, is not an easy one. Yet, like 

Jonah, we are asked by God to be his voice, his feet, his hands, his eyes and ears as 

we struggle with how best to be a good citizen and a faithful follower of Christ.  

So, again, who is in need of God’s mercy – right now – in our divided nation? I suggest 

the answer is – everyone? Who could not possibly be in need of God’s mercy?  

As we accept God’s mercy, understand that God is coming to us and offering us what 

we need and cannot buy, we can show that same mercy to others.  

Will we be successful? Will God’s mercy be accepted by the masses? Like Jonah, we 

don’t know. At first, we, like Jonah, might be negative and pessimistic and assume that 

no one will acknowledge God’s presence in these matters and therefore no one will 

repent. 

Or we can anticipate the time when God’s mercy, along with God’s love, grace, peace 

and justice will be recognized and accepted with thankful hearts by those who currently 

are not expecting God to interact and be part of the answer as we move forward. 

In one very real sense – we can only do what we can do. And I suggest that if all of us 

do all that we can do, we as a nation will become strong and more united. But it will take 

the concerted effort of all of us to make this a reality. You and I have an opportunity like 

no other that I remember to live daily as Christ would have us live, knowing that the 

road ahead is full of potholes, dangerous curves and detours. 

I believe that America still has and embraces the idea that “we can do it.” And just so, I 

believe that each of us who profess Christ as Lord and Savior can do our part in 

affecting positive change that hopefully and prayerfully will be but the seeds that flourish 

and bring about a stronger nation that values each and every citizen. 

Let us take courage and strength from verse 6 of our Psalm today, Psalm 62: “He alone 

is my rock and my salvation, my fortress: I shall not be shaken.” 

Thanks be to God.  

Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 



A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and 
deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s 
reconciling love, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the 
well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for 
all the earth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and 
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, 
that God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief 
(especially), that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the 
organizations that meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a 
model for all relationships, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel 
living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 


