
Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

I’ve always loved the story of the call of Samuel to be God’s prophet to Israel. When 

God speaks to Samuel, he at first thinks the voice is Eli’s. And we know that when 

something is repeated three times in the Old Testament we need to pay close attention. 

God calls Samuel’s name three times. There’s something going on here that we need to 

pay attention to. 

When Samuel is confronted with a voice from within that sanctuary, Eli helps him hear it 

and understand its meaning. And Samuel learns that when the Lord calls, he is to say 

he is ready to listen. This listening prayer is meant to connect with what God has to say 

to us. When we ask God to speak to us, we set ourselves aside and hear God. 

When we are in this close relationship with God we are seeing firsthand profound and 

exquisite images of God who is close at hand and cannot be avoided. The nearness of 

the Holy One is within and without, extending from our mother’s womb into the expanse 

of our entire lives. We, God’s people, discover the particularities of our life in Christ 

through the many and various ways we are called to ministry, mission, and baptismal 

vocation. 

And this is good news for each of us. Whenever God calls us he provides direction and 

a sense of purpose for both us as individuals and us together as community. 

And just so, the story of Samuel demonstrates this because his call sets into motion the 

new beginnings of a new system to anoint the first two kings (Saul and David), giving 

rise to the most prominent and dominant years of Israel’s history. 

Samuel’s call also comes at a pivotal point of transition in the leadership of the temple. 

Samuel’s words, his new voice, is authoritative. His voice was from God. We can be 

thankful that Samuel heeded God’s call and thankful that Eli recognized God as the one 

who was speaking to  and leading Samuel to be his voice to his nation. 

We the church, are to be about setting aside our own expectations and intentions so 

that, instead of simply listening to our own voices, we may add a deeper source to our 

expectations and desires – the wisdom of God. 

And yet you and I are invited to listen to God’s call coming from others and from God’s 

word, today Paul reminds us in his letter to the church at Corinth that the Holy Spirit is 

also calling us to our true home; we live as temples of the Spirit in order to witness the 

astonishing revelations God wishes to show us. Baptism unites us with the Lord, giving 

us the Spirit Christ bestows on those who listen to God. Receiving the Holy Spirit in 

baptism means that. As Paul put it, “you are not your own” but belong to the body of 

Christ. 



I don’t think that the lessons before us today are there by accident. Our lectionary is a 

three year one. We’re all aware of that. Yet, with what has taken place over the last 

week and a half the texts before us are ever so important and appropriate. 

In the midst of all that we face daily, from the pandemic to our national political scene, it 

may be harder than ever to realize that we do not travel through life alone. We are 

found by God through the church, as we can easily see in our readings today. 

Even before Philip finds Nathaniel and brings him to Jesus, Jesus has already see 

Nathaniel, and Jesus is the one who finds Philip. Both Philip and Nathaniel encounter a 

rabbi who makes huge and wondrous promises. Jesus promises those who become his 

disciples that heaven will open with angels ascending and descending. The church, in 

essence, becomes a community that welcomes people to enter into a mystery of 

heaven and angels and insight from God to us. 

So here we are – Christ’s church, and we are individuals who profess that Christ is Lord 

as we move through our day to day lives. And we are faced with several weighty issues 

like never before. 

Are we listening for God’s voice in all of this? Are we ready and willing to hear and then 

listen to God’s voice once God speaks to us? Those seem to be real questions for us 

tackle as we take our texts seriously today. 

For some time now we have been hearing new voices that exhibit discontinuity with the 

tone and tenor of those who preceded them. Another question, then, that is before us 

today is this – what does it mean to speak for God today and how does the Holy Spirit 

prepare us and empower our prophetic authority to address both the church and society 

in Jesus’ name? 

Right about now I suspect that at some of you are on the edge of your seats, holding 

your breath, waiting for me to answer those very timely questions. Well, sit back and 

relax. I don’t have THE answers to those questions. 

What I have to add is my voice, my opinion based on how I believe Christians should 

act and react to all that is before us today. 

So, I’ll put forth several suggestions, in no specific order, for your consideration. 

Pray. One of the things that we can always do is pray. But when we pray let it be 

intentional. Let our prayer be serious and a time when we actually converse with God, 

not just speaking to God and then returning to what we are doing. When in prayer we 

need to take time to listen to God’s voice as he communicates with us. For some of us 

that may take considerable practice, but it is well worth the effort. 

Read and study scripture. Daily scripture reading is good for our soul and edifies us as 

we make decisions and develop opinions about how to move forward. If you need to get 

a new study Bible or study aid, do so. Reading and studying God’s word is yet another 

way for God to speak to us and have us speak for God to others. 



Spend time wrestling with the issues before us on any given time in any given day. We 

can, even today via telephone or Zoom or similar technology, speak with others as we 

work through the issues that affect us and our daily routines. 

Serious wrestling is something that may be foreign to us. It is always easier to just give 

a more simplistic response than to spend time working through what Christ would have 

us do based on all that we know of teachings and what our church has to say about 

current events and topics. 

And I want to implore each of us to act out of love, as Christ loves us. And acting out of 

love is not easy, especially today. It is easier to act out of hate and ignorance and 

vengeance. However, as followers of Christ all we do and say should come from the 

love of God within us through his Spirit. 

It takes considerable effort to respond out of love to some of the things we hear and see 

from folks we know and those who are in leadership positions in government and 

government agencies. Yet, it is good to refrain from retaliating as others seem to do all 

the time. 

I am convinced that the love of God will win. As a follower of Christ, as one who seeks 

to hear and follow God’s voice in my life and ministry, I cannot believe otherwise. I trust 

that God is in the midst of all that is happening right now. We hear stories where God 

has intervened, and lives have been changed and turned around in profound ways. 

We need to be ready to hear God’s voice as Samuel was. While Samuel wasn’t 

expecting God to come and speak directly to him, God surprised him and did just that. 

With Eli’s help Samuel came to believe that God spoke to him for very specific reasons 

and he set about doing his best to be the best prophetic voice for God that he could be. 

Are you and I expecting to hear God’s voice directly to us today in our crazy, mixed-up 

world? Perhaps not, but let us be diligent in listening so that we don’t mistake God’s 

voice as just more noise in our life. 

And when we hear God’s voice, let us pray for empowerment to move with love leading 

us to fulfill what God is calling us to do. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 


