
Announcements 1-10-21 

First, I want you to know that Mark has mailed out year-end statements. However, with 

mail being delayed for whatever reasons, you may not receive it as quickly as usual. 

But, again, the year-end statements have been mailed. 

Emmanuel came through 2020 financially okay. It is difficult to wade through not being 

able to gather and worship and learn and serve as we have in the past. Yet, we all know 

that to keep our buildings in good repair and to pay the ongoing bills and to support the 

ongoing ministries of our wider church it takes us being faithful. 

If you are wondering if you can catch-up or if we really need your tithes and offerings, 

the answer is yes, we do. Ministry at Emmanuel continues because you are generous in 

giving. Thank you for your continued support. 

Secondly, I sincerely ask for your prayers for our nation as we live in the aftermath of 

what took place at our nation’s capital on Wednesday. 

As Christians celebrated Epiphany, some in our nation felt it necessary to descend upon 

our capital and cause mayhem and more. For a long time to come we will debate about 

causes and what could have been done differently. That is only natural.  

I write this on Thursday morning, not knowing, of course, what will transpire before you 

view this on Sunday. 

Yet, no matter what happens, I ask you to fervently pray God’s blessing of calm and a 

new sense of unity that unites what has been torn asunder. It is easier to blame than to 

pray for calm and unity yet let us use this moment to exercise our Christian belief in the 

power of prayer as those who pray for peace, justice and unity. Let us continuously 

have this prayer on our lips. And may God bless us and our nation as we begin to heal 

and move ever forward seeking a brighter future that is of God’s making. 

Thank you. 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 
Baptism of Our Lord / Lectionary 1, Year B 

Introduction 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God 
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is 
the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has 
come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and 
setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice 
and peace. 



Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar 
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It 
remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life. 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 

Psalm: Psalm 29 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 



Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance 
but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul 
baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the 
Spirit. 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When 
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the 
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

Sermon 
 
Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

We find ourselves today in the season of Epiphany. And each first Sunday after the 

Epiphany we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus. Today we find that Mark’s gospel begins 

without a birth narrative, instead Mark begins his book of good news with the story of 

Jesus being baptized in the River Jordan by his cousin John the Baptist. 



If you’ve been to Israel and travelled to the spot it is thought is most likely to be the 

place where Jesus’ baptism took place, you are likely to be underwhelmed. First the 

River Jordan is more like a Pennsylvania stream than a raging river. There is little 

distinctive about the sight. Yet, people from all over the world flock there to be baptized 

in the water in which Jesus was baptized. As souvenirs you can purchase water from 

the Jordan to take home with you.  

While the site itself is not all that impressive, to stand on that soil, on the banks of the 

Jordan and think of the significance of Jesus’ baptism, you can’t help but be in awe. 

Both times I was there people were being baptized. These folks were part of a group of 

tourists and the person officiating at the baptism was most likely the pastor of that 

particular tour group. 

You will find that you come home with at least a photo or two of the sight. But beyond 

that you are also going to come home with a lasting visual of the baptism of Jesus. 

When you read of Jesus’ baptism you will automatically see the river Jordan in your 

mind’s eye and the story takes on enhanced meaning. 

Even if you haven’t been there in person, you have likely seen artists’ renderings of 

Jesus baptism by John and as you read and hear the story you picture what it must 

have been like. 

For all Christians the story of Jesus’ baptism is more than just the act itself by John and 

the voice of the Spirit in the form of a dove proclaiming that Jesus is indeed God’s Son 

with whom he is well pleased. 

As significant as that is during this season where Jesus is made known to the world, the 

story of Jesus’ baptism is only the first chapter of the story of baptism and God’s coming 

with the gift of his Spirit for all who call upon him as Lord and Savior. 

That story from the past is a unique story that also has a component set in the present 

and one that is set in the future. 

That story is but one that involves the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s 

presence in the lives of people of all time and all places, including you and me today, 

right here, right now. 

When we read Marks words, “You are my Son, the beloved; with you I am well 

pleased,” we understand that God speaks to us through the Spirit at the time of our 

baptism and calls us by name and assures us that we are his child and he is well 

pleased with us.” What an incredible statement. What an incredible God. 

Jesus’ identity in this first chapter of Mark’s gospel is wrapped up in the voice of God 

through the dove. Jesus is God’s Son and God is well pleased.  

And just so, our identity is wrapped up in God assuring us at our baptism that we are his 

child, part of his family and that he is pleased. 



Wow! It doesn’t get any better than that does it? God thinks of us as he does Jesus. 

That may be hard for us to wrap our heads around, but it is true. Think on that for a 

moment or two. Just as God claimed Jesus at his baptism, at our baptism he claimed us 

as well. 

We are part of a new covenant created by Jesus. We are part of his family. We have his 

blessing as we set out on our journey of faith following our baptism, even as an infant. 

As we begin Epiphany we know that after Jesus’ baptism, he faced temptations, scorn, 

evil personified, and eventually death on a cross. Baptism is not a guarantee that we will 

live life on Easy Street. It does, however assure us that when times get rough, and we 

don’t know which way to turn, or how to react, God is there for us as he was for Jesus.  

Just as Jesus ran into all sorts of roadblocks on his way to teaching and preaching 

about what God is truly like and what his kingdom is truly like, we find the same is true 

for us also. 

Those times when we feel it difficult to exert ourselves, our views, as Christians; the 

times when we fail to act as Christ would have us act; the instances where we have 

ignored God’s direction; all the times we fall short of the glory of God – God is with us 

through his Spirit assuring us that God is right by our side through it all and that our 

future is wide open because God has our back and offers us a path forward. 

You and I are living through a time in our nation’s history like no other. From a 

pandemic to political high drama we are in the midst of uncertainty at its highest point. 

 We put one foot in front of the other each day and pray all the while for God’s guidance 

as we navigate a world that seems in some sense like an altered reality that a year ago 

we would have thought to be merely science fiction.  

Yet we face this new reality daily and make it to the next day by the grace of God. And 

we are forever thankful. We are thankful for family and friends. We are thankful for our 

church family and the bond we share even as we are separated from one another as we 

share worship. 

We are also forever thankful to God for his love and mercy and his guidance through 

the obstacle course we traverse presently. We are thankful that we are part of God’s 

family, past, present and future. We are thankful that our God continuously blesses us 

with his Spirit.  

Our baptism is not one of those events, those moments, that we take for granted. The 

act itself happened for many of us when we were too young to know or remember it 

taking place. Yet God came to us through his Spirit and claimed us forever to be his. 

Part of his eternal family of saints. 

God gave us the gifts and talents that we possess so that we can always praise and 

worship him and so that we can always be his presence - so that we can always be his 



hands, feet, mouth, eyes and ears as we walk through this life. What an incredible God 

we serve. 

It is easier than ever right now, I think, to feel as if we alone, as if we are battling all that 

is taking place by ourselves. Yet, as part of God’s family, as individuals who are claimed 

by Christ we are never ever alone. God is present to calm us, to have us proceed with 

love and hope in our hearts. He is beside every step we take. Always. 

Challenging times require us as Christians, as followers of Christ, to not only keep the 

faith, but to share the faith so that others may come to know the Jesus that is made 

manifest in the season of Epiphany and each day through what we do and say, how we 

act and react to all that is thrown our way. 

Take heart. God is with us. Always. 

Allow me to close with the final words of our Psalm for today, Psalm 29. “The Lord sits 

enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. May the Lord give 

strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with peace! 

Thanks be to God. Amen.  

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that 
God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has 
made, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and 
for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let 
us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who 
show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who 
suffer (especially), that God shower compassion, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 



For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let 
us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness 
inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 


