
SERMON 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

Here we are in the midst of Labor Day Weekend. Since we self-quarantined in March 
time seems to have slowed down as we it flows from day to day. Yet, somehow, the 
seasons seem to quickly fly by. Unofficially, of course, summer is now in the past. We 
are preparing for fall and cooler weather and a change of scenery as look around. 

We are confronted this end of summer – beginning of fall – with issues that are 
significant: the course of the COVID pandemic which is unpredictable especially as 
schools have just reopened and the regular flu season is closing in; we also are in the 
midst of a brutal campaign for president where both candidates want us to believe that 
this election is the most critical of our lifetime and maybe the history of our nation. Wow! 
That’s a lot to deal with on top of our regular day to day happenings and our planning 
for the Thanksgiving holiday and Christmas celebrations that may look entirely different 
this year depending on the pandemic. 

As a parishioner and I were talking last week – we all have a long list of things to pray 
for on a daily basis. And prayer is something that all of us can participate in. 

Of the three lessons before us today I was most struck by our second lesson from 
Paul’s letter to the church at Rome. 

Paul has a way of getting directly to the point as he writes to the Christians who are 
having a certain amount of difficulty living as true followers of Christ. Paul is patient but 
rather direct. He minces few words, although some of his sentences read more like 
paragraphs. 

Today we quickly learn from our text that the only thing we owe one another is love. 
What an incredible statement – you and I owe each other, and all other human beings, 
love.  

Paul makes it clear that as we love one another as God loves us we automatically keep 
the commandments. As we truly love one another we will not commit adultery, or 
murder. We will not steal, nor covet. We are simply to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

Sounds correct, doesn’t it? Love is the answer, love is the way to live out life day by 
day. Love puts us in a correct relationship with each other, a relationship that allows us 
to grow and mature as God would have us do. 

And we most heartily agree with Paul. And in theory we know that what he says is right 
and true. He is being faithful in explaining how God would have the followers of Jesus 
live and act.  

However, in practice it isn’t that easy. In fact, it’s hard and getting harder, or so it 
seems. 



As we look around the world, and more specifically our country, we see anything but 
love taking center stage. We see politicians seeking the highest office in the land calling 
each other names and making false accusations, or at least statements that are 
somewhat questionable when it comes to truthful facts. 

We look at many cities around the country and see peaceful marches and we also see 
marches that are violent, we see massive destruction of property and lives. We want 
unity but see more and more division. We want common ground but know it’s harder 
than ever to find. 

We want law and order and we want to preserve our rights as citizens to gather 
peacefully and speak out against injustices. We believe in equal justice under the law 
but know that is not always the case. 

We find it difficult to put ourselves in the place of native Americans and other people of 
different nationalities and color. We are not them. We don’t fully understand what they 
as a people have gone through and are going through on a daily basis. We are removed 
and only read and hear about their struggles for equality, for justice, for fairness in life 
that we take for granted most of the time. 

It is the reality with which we live and yet it is an embarrassment, or should be I think, to 
all of us who call ourselves Christians. 

For me at least, the real question is how can we apply Paul’s admonition to the church 
at Rome with what we are experiencing today in our culture and society? What does 
loving one another look like right now? How can love possibly penetrate and be a 
positive force in the great divide that seems to be separating us more and more? 

Over the years I’ve been part of a group of folks I classify as friends. Now for sure, we 
are not all of one mind. We have many differences of opinions on just about any subject 
you can name. We enjoy each other’s company and enjoy being together. 

However, current events and attitudes and prejudices are causing me more anxiety than 
I am comfortable with. My fear is that if I don’t say something to counter what I hear 
from them, I fear I am aiding and abetting their behavior and speech. And I believe that 
if I come across as accusatory, I will lose the bond that we have shared for years. 

The bottom line for me is this – I am finding it harder and harder to understand how 
some of these folks can claim they are Christians and speak and act the way they do. It 
grieves me and I interject my thoughts from time to time. Mostly I try to be a calming 
presence offering a middle ground, hoping that they might stop for a moment and at 
least reconsider what they believe or continue to say. 

I would like for us to stop being political and look at the situations we face through the 
eyes of Jesus, through what scripture teaches us. And yet I know that no one who has 
followed Jesus throughout history has been a perfect individual, including me, of course.  



That being said, what I am constantly trying to do is to love them as friends that I want 
to keep as friends and also intertwine my thoughts about love of neighbor and what it 
means to live out that love as we gather. 

It is difficult, but that is the challenge I face – to live out love that becomes a model for 
how we deal with each other, with those who look like us, think like us and enjoy life as 
we do and to love all others who are so very different from us. 

We have all fallen short of the glory of God. And we keep proving it on a regular basis. 
At least I do. And because I am aware of that fact, I struggle to be a non-anxious 
presence in the midst of everything and to be a positive voice and live affirming the love 
of God for all of creation.  

God’s love and care must be carried on by all of us who are Christians, who love God 
with all our heart and mind and strength and who, through it all, fall short. But then we 
get back up and take up the banner of love and carry it forward into all that is wrong with 
society, striving to bring God’s word into the loud and noisy discussions that would 
drown us out if we let them. 

God’s word of love and our acts of living out that love must be on display as an 
alternative to what we see and hear played out so often today. 

So I think that for each of us we must continue to understand what it means for us to 
love one another, to love our neighbor and then project that in all we do and say. And to 
realize that it will not always be easy. In fact, it may be very difficult, but it is, 
nevertheless, what we are called to do. St. Paul reminds us today – “Owe no one 
anything, except to love one another.” 

And Psalm 119 verse 35 reminds us – “Lead me in the path of your commandments, for 
I delight in it.” 

May we always delight in speaking and acting out God’s love for all creation. 

 

Thanks be to God. Amen  

 

 


