
Sunday, September 27, 2020 
Lectionary 26, Year A 

Announcements 

Good Morning, 
- I will be out of town this week. Pastor Beth Hawk will be covering in my absence. Pastor 

Hawk can be reached at: cell – 717-808-7467, church – 717-299-5639. 
 

- Thanks to all who have responded with updates of phone numbers and email addresses. If 
you have not responded yet, please call or email the office and give us your updates. We 
will use them to help establish a new email data base so that we disseminate information 
quickly to those who have email. 
 

- Pleased know that Emmanuel is keeping busy with such ministries as the LWR 
Ingathering which consists of Baskets of Promise School Kits. And we will participate in 
the Community Meal on October 12. 
 

- Have a great first full week of fall. 

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and 
did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people 
to turn and live. 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As 
I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all 
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person 
who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed 
they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed 
and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned 
away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 
die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my 
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 



yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 

Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6) 
 1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O 
LORD. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. R 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn 
that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless 
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 



  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then 
I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 

Sermon 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 
“Which of the two did the will of the father?” That is the question Jesus asked the religious 
leaders as they try to determine by what authority Jesus speaks and teaches. 
Doing the will of the Father. Doing God’s will is what we are all about. Our response in all 
situations is to do what we perceive to be the will of God. So, the question then is - how are we 
doing with that? 



Our first response might be that knowing the will of God at any given time is often very difficult 
and now in our present situation it might be even more elusive. What is the will of God today for 
us? What are we to do, how are we to act as believers, living out what God would do? 
Last week we looked at the parable of the laborers in the vineyard and I implored all of us to try 
to look at God’s larger, more encompassing, view rather that our narrower, limited view. That’s 
hard to do, mainly because we are often of the mindset that if we think something is right and 
good it is likely to be what God would have us do, how we should act and respond.  
And sometimes that is absolutely correct. Our viewpoint and God’s are identical. 
Yet other times, we miss the mark. What we think and believe simply are not God’s view. 
So, what is God’s will right now? 
What is God’s will as we ache to worship together in-person once again? On the one hand we 
want to reopen now, but on the other hand we need to proceed with an abundance of caution and 
safety. We need to do our best to protect all who worship from COVID 19. Yet, we somehow 
feel that life is not what it once was because we cannot gather to worship, to sing, to commune, 
to interact with one another as was our custom. Where, O where is God in all of this? 
What is God’s will in responding to the COVID 19 virus? Do we believe we should continue to 
wear masks, to be socially distanced, to not be part of large gatherings? Or, do we throw all the 
science out the window and assume that we can go mask less anywhere we want believing that 
we will not get the virus or pass it on to others? 
What is God’s will for us as we are a nation that is more and more politically divided? This 
division didn’t just begin four years ago with the election of our current president. It has been a 
growing, gnawing concern for years. Some of it has been part of our nation’s history and never 
fully and adequately resolved.  
What would be God’s will in the Black Lives Matter movement? Can we who are white really 
completely understand what it means to be a Black American whose ancestors were slaves and 
who have had to live with the repression and inequities surrounding being Black? 
And what of the violence, the looting, the damage to property and the loss of lives and injuries 
that the violence perpetrates? What’s God’s will, God’s view of all of this? 
What is the will of the Father and who is doing it, who is bringing God’s will to the table as part 
of the discussion? Is it me? Is it you? 
Well, you might ask, “How do I know what the will of God is? These are very complex and far 
reaching issues. Who can know the will of God right now? 
And the answer to that question is difficult to fully wade through. But let us please start to make 
our way through it, trying to find as much of an answer as we can, hoping to begin a dialogue 
with scripture that leads us to some basic tenets as we continue to deal with the many issues that 
are before us. 
Getting in touch with the will of God can seem like a monumental task. And for sure it is not 
easy. It takes a great deal of persistence on our part. It takes time to get out of our routines and 
begin to understand how God works in all situations. 
Through scripture we are able to find several key concepts that run through all of Jesus’ 
teachings and the teachings of the disciples and apostles who follow him in teaching the faith to 
all who have ears to hear. 
The first, overriding concept is love. The Beatles sang – “All the world needs now is love” many 
years ago and they are correct, but to be sure that love is the love of God. 
We are to love one another as God loves us which is unconditionally forever. Can we wrap 
ourselves around that concept enough to see everyone we know and those we don’t know as our 



brothers and sisters? Can we set aside our prejudices and look at each person with love, trying 
our best to understand why they act and speak as they do. Jesus listened to those who came to 
him. He then taught them and healed them and showed God’s love to them in unmistakable 
ways. Can we do the same? Can we at least move more and more in that direction? Can we make 
love our overriding concern as we tackle life as it is before us today?  
The next concept that comes to mind is peace. Ah, peace. Wouldn’t it be great if our world, our 
nation, our society was at peace? What a joy that would be for all of us. 
Working toward peace is an effort not for the weak. Peace is so often elusive because we are 
unwilling to act out of sheer love and instead demand that our view is the most important issue. 
Next is justice which goes hand in hand with peace. It seems we cannot possibly have peace 
without justice for all. And that is a huge hurdle today. Peace is as elusive as justice. Working 
toward peace and justice can make one weary quickly.  
We see justice issues before us daily. Recently in Lancaster we have seen demonstrations around 
justice issues. In order to understand where those who are seeking justice are coming from we 
need to take time and give great thought and time to dig deeper and understand the underlying 
causes. Justice can only come as we truly identify all segments of the issue before us. 
Too many of us assume more than we find facts. We think we know what has caused an issue, 
but we haven’t taken the time to delve fully into it ourselves.  
The last concept that I want to bring forward today is mercy. God is a God of mercy as much as 
God is a God of love. You and I have received God’s mercy many, many times. 
Scripture continues to remind us that one of God’s greatest qualities is the mercy that he freely 
gives. Can we be as merciful, especially in our world today?  
Certainly there are other concepts, other qualities of God, that we could talk about and use to 
demonstrate that to know the will of God requires us to view our world and all that is before us 
through God’s eyes, that is, through the eyes of faith. 
It is difficult to separate any one of the four concepts of God from the others. We have before us 
a nearly perfect package of what it takes for us to begin knowing the will of God in our lives as 
we interact with a sometimes-hostile world.  
Therefore, our task, should we choose to take it on, is this: Can we make a concerted effort at all 
times to think through an issue, to respond to an issue, to make a positive difference using the 
concepts of love, peace, justice and mercy as our guide, as our mandate as to how we make our 
way through the strife, stress and divisions that are before us today? 
Can we take a step back and think and act and speak out of our understanding of how Jesus 
might have addressed the situations we face today? 
Not only do I think we can, I think we, and all Christians, must do just that, always. It is 
especially important to do that right now, right where we live.  
I know that to do so is not easy and can be very frustrating, feeling at times as if we are taking 
one step forward and two backward.  
But this is a marathon and not a sprint, as is our total life as one who follows Christ. 
My prayer is that God gives us the strength and the tenacity to move ahead daily living out the 
love, peace, justice and mercy that we are constantly shown to us by our marvelous God. 
And remember the 6th verse of our Psalm today: “Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your 
steadfast love, for they have been from of old.”  
Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 



Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or 
used as appropriate. 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where 
the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your 
love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation, 
O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses 
you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. 
Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds and teach us to 
trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. 
Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, 
bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with 
your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community (especially); make us 
into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, 
likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ 
as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


