
Sunday, September 13, 2020 

Announcements 

Good Morning – Just a few things to say this morning: 

 

1. Prayer requests. It has been difficult, at times, during this pandemic 

to relay prayer requests to be included in worship and generally so 

that others may include these folks in their daily prayers. 

To help in this effort we have hopefully simplified how that may be 

accomplished. If you have a prayer request, please send that name 

to me via our office email address or call me at 717-575-8380 and 

give me the name of the person. Also, please let me know if it is okay 

to let the name be made public. 

 

At this time, we feel it best for overall security that the names on 

Emmanuel’s prayer list be listed on our website “Members” section.  

When our email database is current and up and running we will list 

our prayer concerns on it as well. 

 

Our goal is to have an up to date listing of those who need our 

prayers available to all our members. 

 

2. I also wanted to take a moment and thank you for your faithful giving 

to Emmanuel and our total ministry efforts during these anything but 

normal times. Your faithful giving continues to allow our ministry 

efforts to proceed as we move to a new normal. 

 

3. Many of us are anxious to return to in-person worship. And we will. 

We just don’t know exactly when. As of now gatherings inside are to 

be a maximum attendance of 25. So, we will wait until that changes 

back to 100 maximum. Our leadership will also take into 

consideration the number of cases per 100,000 and the positivity 

rate. We want to return, but only when we are assured that we can do 

it as safely as possible.  

 



Lectionary 24, Year A 

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they 
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as 
an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears 
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So 
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 
17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 
harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down 
before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So 
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 
them, speaking kindly to them. 

Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 

[ 1Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4who redeems your life | from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R 
 5who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
]  8LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; R 
 9you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is | from the west, 



  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. R 

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not 
judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us 
and will judge each of us. 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass 
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, 
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they 
give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 
thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is 
written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 



forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

Sermon 

Grace and Peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

In our second lesson today we continue in the Book of Romans. Paul is writing to the 

Roman church and in this section of the letter he is writing about the diversity that exists 

within the congregation. Some members do this, while other members do that. And 

obviously folks are getting upset and insist that their way of practicing their faith is the 

correct way. Paul will have none of it. He simply suggests that despite the differences in 

our worship practices and personal piety, we are not to judge one another. 

Paul reminds the folks in the church in Rome as well as all of us today that each one of 

us who dares to call ourselves Christian belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for 

each one of us and who will judge each one of us. 

So, Paul would have us stop judging one another and get on with what it means for us 

to be a Christian today. There are things more important than arguing over things that 

don’t matter in the long run. So much for the small stuff that doesn’t really matter all that 

much. 

But what happens when there is a larger issue, an issue that is of great importance? 

What happens when a brother or sister in Christ sins against us? What then? 

Well, that is addressed today as well, but in our gospel text. In it we hear Peter ask 

Jesus an important question, a question that, no doubt, was on the minds of the other 

disciples, as well as I’m certain, other followers of Jesus. 

Peter asks – “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?” And Jesus quickly answers, “Not seven times, but I 

tell you, seventy times seven.” 

And then Jesus goes on and tells a wonderful story of the forgiving king and the 

unforgiving slave. The story is a warning for followers of all times. 



I’ve always had a picture in my mind that when Jesus said to forgive “seventy times 

seven,” the disciples quickly did the math in their heads and had trouble with its 

largeness. 490 times. Really? We’re supposed to forgive someone 490 times? Really? 

That’s a lot of forgiveness. 

I chuckle about that because I realize that many of us are in the same boat – thinking 

that’s a lot of forgiveness. And it is. How many of us have kept a record of forgiveness 

and have forgiven someone 490 times?  

I’ve looked at this text many times over the years and consistently see two important 

aspects of it. One seems rather obvious, but the second – not so much. 

It seems to me that the obvious part is that we do indeed need to be good at 

forgiveness and practice it often, many times, many times more than we might think.  

And we’ve likely heard this lesson on forgiveness in worship and sermons, we’ve heard 

it in Sunday School since we were just kids. Likely we’ve heard it from our parents and 

other significant figures through the years.  

It is a lesson worthy of our consideration. And part of that comes from the fact that we’d 

like to be forgiven when we have sinned against someone else. So, we tend to learn to 

want to be eager to forgive as we are hopefully forgiven by others. For many of us, it is 

simply part of our moral code, what it means to live in relationship with Christ and other 

Christians. 

We pray in the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven as we forgive others. That is certainly 

impetus for us to forgive – that we might be forgiven quickly by God. 

For those of us who have practiced forgiving others over time we have been blessed. 

Forgiving someone is an act of love on our part as it is on God’s part as he forgives us.  

Forgiving someone is a freeing experience for many. It frees us to concentrate on other 

more important tasks, more important work for the kingdom. To get bogged down with 

an unforgiving spirit can tend to render us less able to live life full of love.  

I’ve always thought the phrase – “Practice makes perfect” came about, in part, so that 

we can all practice forgiveness and become better at it as time passes. 

Now, for the part of this text that is not quite so obvious. I think that inherent within this 

story is the importance of repentance on the part of the offender. 

Which simply and always highlights that fact that there are always two parties, or more, 

involved in any situation where forgiveness comes into play. 

It is one thing to forgive and it is quite another thing to be taken advantage of. It is 

difficult to forgive someone and then have them turn around and need forgiveness for 

the exact same offense, showing no remorse, showing no repentance. Sometimes 

that’s when things turn ugly very quickly. 



All of this then brings up another interesting point. Our gospel text deals with individuals 

who are Christians, who would be known by us, known to us. For us today we could 

narrow it down and say fellow members of Emmanuel. We could expend that to other 

Christians in general with little trouble at all. 

But things become less clear when we are talking about actions by non-believers, folks 

who do not know Christ and who have not darkened a church door. Then what, how do 

we react and act then? Differently? The same way? Is there a distinction to be made? 

You see we can quickly move from a mindset that informs us to be loving and forgiving 

to those within our church and yes, even other Christians to a mindset that goes 

something like this, “No, if that person sinned against me in a certain way, they wouldn’t 

even know it was a sin and would have no idea about forgiveness and repentance.” 

In doing so we’ve moved from seeing a need and a place for forgiveness to a situation 

where we shouldn’t consider forgiveness because the other person involved won’t have 

any idea what we are talking about. 

As we look at our society today, we can easily conclude that we are in a situation where 

it appears that people on one side of the street are speaking a different language and 

focusing on a different agenda than those on the other side of the street. 

And we might get to a point where we want to say, “You need to sit down and listen to 

each other and speak to each other and hear what each other is saying. Then you need 

to forgive each other and work together for the good of all.”  

Forgiveness is not exclusive to Christians. Other religions speak of forgiveness and 

even those who profess no religion or faith speak of forgiveness. Perhaps not entirely 

as we as Christians do, but forgiveness is a concept that is generally understood. 

So then, that being so, you and I have an understanding of forgiveness that is more 

comprehensive than many others. It is one that is for us to practice wherever we are 

and dealing with whoever we might be interacting with at any given time.  

So, yes indeed, you and I have a chance to practice forgiveness with regularity, with 

those we know well at church, with other Christians and we also have an opportunity to 

talk about it and what it might mean as we interact with those who do not yet walk in 

faith. 

Perhaps the concept of forgiveness is or can be a bigger, more prominent part of our life 

than we might have thought before.  

Again, it seems as we look at the world and all that ails it, forgiveness, repentance and 

a fresh start might be the appropriate place to begin to effect change that is so 

desperately needed. 

So, perhaps the challenge for all of us today is this – to go and practice forgiveness. It 

will change you and maybe the world in a small but meaningful way. 



And remember verse 8 of our Psalm today – “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love.” 

Go in love and with forgiveness in your heart. 

Thanks be to God.  

Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

A brief silence. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; 
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, 
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and 
growth (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have 
compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and 
destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our 
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience 
and wisdom (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are 
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound 
by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues 
when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this 
congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have 
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues 
that taught us to praise you (especially John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 
whom we commemorate today). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 


