
Sunday, August 30, 2020 
Lectionary 22, Year A 

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s 
hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says 
that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is 
strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” 

 15O LORD, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart; 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 
 19Therefore thus says the LORD: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the LORD. 
 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 



Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8 

Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3) 

 1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart | and my mind. 
 3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 
  I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 
 4I have not sat | with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R 
 5I have hated the company of | evildoers; 
  I will not sit down | with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 
  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
 7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 
  and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R 

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. 
Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not 
resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control 
the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people. 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), 
Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, 
even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 



21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 
their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 
 

Sermon 
 
Grace and Peace be to You from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

On Tuesday as I was driving to the office, I was thinking that the gospel for today is 

Jesus’ rebuke of Peter. This text always follows last week’s gospel text where Peter is 

the perceptive one – recognizing that Jesus is the Messiah, the son of the living God. 

I was also listening to the radio as I drove. And I was hearing snippets about the 

Republican National Convention that had convened on Monday. And that came on the 

heels of the Democrats Convention last week.  

I literally chuckled to myself. I know that Jesus says to Peter, “Get behind me Satan.” 

And one could conclude from both the Democrats and Republicans that each party’s 

candidate is the one who will save our nation and the opponent’s party has Satan as its 

candidate and this Satan will tear down the society that we know and love. 

And if we are to believe the political ads for president on television and in print we get 

the impression that our nation is at a crossroads the likes of which we have never seen 

before and our very way of life is at stake. And the person we elect president will indeed 

be our savior and the savior of our nation. 

And I believe that these images and messages resonate with a great many people from 

both parties. Even Christians are liable to use the words “savior” and “Satan” when 

referring to the candidates. 

In one sense it is difficult to keep in mind what it truly means to be a follower of Christ 

amid all the political rhetoric that inundates all of us these days. It is easy to get caught 

in all the traps that are set for us. It is not terribly difficult to get in the mix of heated 



arguments and forget who it is we serve. We sometimes forget our place in the grand 

scheme of things here on planet Earth. 

When Jesus rebukes Peter we tend to feel bad for Peter. After all, just a few verses 

prior he was the hero. Now he’s the goat. He was perceptive and now he seems to be 

blind to what Jesus is ultimately all about. He can’t fathom what Jesus says must 

happen. 

And Jesus sternly rebukes him. Now, there are two ways we can define the rebuke by 

Jesus. First, he surely could have been saying to Peter, “Get out of my way.” Or he 

could be saying, “Get behind me and follow me.” 

Personally, I favor the second possibility where Jesus is just reminding Peter who is 

who. This mission of Jesus is about God, not about Peter and, in a sense, it is ultimately 

not about Jesus. Peter, like us at times, seems to forget his place in the overall mission 

of Jesus on behalf of the one true God. 

We are indeed followers of Christ. Christ is the one out front leading the effort. We are 

following him, reinforcing his words and actions on behalf of our Lord. It truly is not 

about us. It is about God and God’s love for all creation.  

As we get enmeshed in politics or anything else that can divide us, it becomes easier to 

lose our focus, to center all that we do on Christ. We begin to think it’s all about our 

cause, our committee, our party, our needs and wants. Without realizing it, we 

sometimes find ourselves out front leading the charge in ways that say more about us 

than the cause we’re championing. 

I love that our second lesson today is from Paul and his letter to the church at Rome. I 

love it because in these few short verses Paul reminds us once again what we are to be 

about as Christians, as those who profess faith in God.  

We are to love what is genuine and hate what is evil. We are to hold fast to what is good 

and we are to love one another, we are to outdo one another in showing honor. We are 

to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer. We are to contribute 

to the needs of the saints and extend hospitality to strangers. 

He goes on and tells us we are to bless those who persecute us, weep with those who 

weep, live in harmony, not to be haughty, we are to associate with the lowly and we are 

not to claim that we are wiser than we are. Think of Peter in our gospel text today. We 

are not to repay evil with evil and live peaceably to the best of our abilities. We are to 

leave vengeance to God. 

Quite a list, isn’t it? I truly believe that part of the reality for all of us today is to 

appreciate that being a Christian has never been an easy task. From the time of the 

disciples to us today Christians have always been persecuted and killed. People have 

laughed at us and ridiculed us though out history. Families have been divided; 

marriages have blown apart over religion. It goes on and on. 



We today find ourselves in a nervous, frustrated society, full of angst and uncertainty, 

looking to a future that is hard to define in more ways than one. 

We deeply feel the stress of life right now, we seem to have lost our anchor, a lot of 

what we came to depend upon doesn’t exist right now or at least not in the form and 

way we were used to. And the end result is that we collectively flounder around. And it 

is easier than ever to get caught up in politics and other societal interests that can tend 

to invade the side of us we don’t like to admit is there. 

Now, please don’t get me wrong. I’m not advocating that we sit on the sidelines and 

watch as the world goes by. By no means. Paul would have Christians play an active 

role in life and society. If you read over our second lesson today and what Paul outlines 

as to how we are to live in the world around us, we are to be active, not passive. We 

hold love of God and one another up as our message and mission to the world.  

In all we do, we aim to speak and act out of love on behalf of others, putting the needs 

of others ahead of ours as much as we are able. We are to actively seek that which is 

good and pure and helpful and beneficial and work for peace and justice.  

Being passive has never been a quality or a description of a Christian. Jesus was not 

passive.  

And for sure, when we speak out and when we become involved in loving causes we 

are not passive. We are injecting ourselves into situations that need our attention with 

an eye to making our world a better place for all people as we attempt to further Jesus’ 

mission and ministry. 

One of my fears is that no matter which candidate wins the presidency this fall, our 

nation will be terribly divided. Our nation will need to be healed. Our Christian values 

and understanding of the world can be a salve for the wound that exists.  

Living as Christ taught and as Paul and so many others through time have reiterated, 

we, as followers of Christ can have an enormous effect on how our nation recovers and 

becomes more united.  

And even as I fear a large division after the election, I am hopeful that the love of God 

will come shining through each one of us and Christians everywhere and that by 

working hard to live out what it means for us to be Christians today we can be part of 

the solution on Christ’s behalf.  

We can do that only as we follow Christ; only as we keep watching Jesus from behind, 

allowing him always and forever to take the lead. As verse 3 of our Psalm for today 

reminds us: “For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in faithfulness to 

you.” 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be 
adapted or used as appropriate. 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on 
divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and 
thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us 
eyes to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives 
in harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one 
another, even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and 
understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most 
vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of 
your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those 
who are despairing, and heal the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere 
in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring 
reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now 
live in your undying light (especially). In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the 
feast to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


